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by  Alvin  Shifflett 


Blessed  Are  the  Meek 


SOME  TIME  AGO  I  read  about  a 
young  woman  who  wanted  to  go 
to  college.  Her  heart  sank  when  she 
read  one  of  the  questions  on  the  ap- 
plication blank.  "Are  you  a  leader?" 
it  asked. 

Being  a  conscientious  person,  she 
wrote,  "No,"  and  sent  in  the  form, 
expecting  to  be  rejected.  To  her  sur- 
prise, she  received  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  college  officials  that  read,  "A 
study  of  the  application  blanks  reve- 
als that  this  year  our  college  will 
have  1,452  leaders.  Therefore,  we 
are  accepting  your  application  since 
we  feel  it  imperative  that  we  have 
one  follower." 

We  live  in  a  day  when  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult to  find  someone  willing  to  be 
head  cook,  but  few  are  willing  to 
wash  dishes.  I  remember  my  daugh- 
ter complaining  that  few  wanted  to 
help  decorate  the  school  floats,  yet 
dozens  wanted  to  ride  them  in  the 
parade.  Organizations  never  lack  for 
those  willing  to  be  bosses,  but  those 
willing  to  saw  boards  and  drive  nails 
are  always  scarce. 

Rare  are  the  meek 

Jesus  said,  "Blessed  are  the  meek, 
for  they  will  inherit  the  earth" 
(Matt.  5:5,  NIV).  Today  He  might 
say,  "Blessed,  and  rare,  are  the 
meek,  for  they  are  becoming  ex- 
tinct." It's  easy  to  believe  that  the 
meek  will  inherit  heaven  when  they 
die.  No  one  questions  that.  But  few 
really  believe  the  meek  will  inherit 
the  earth. 

It  doesn't  require  much  reflection, 
however,  to  understand  the  strength 


of  genuine  meekness.  The  meek  are 
likable  people.  They  don't  bore  us  by 
bragging  of  their  accomplishments, 
and  they  are  quick  to  congratulate 
us  on  ours.  We  like  that!  They  laugh 
at  our  corny  jokes  and  live  by  the 
prayer,  "Lord,  keep  me  from  becom- 
ing talkative  and  possessed  with  the 
idea  that  I  must  express  myself  on 
every  subject." 

A  lesson  on  meekness 

Once  while  at  Capernaum,  Jesus 
asked  His  disciples  what  they  had 
been  arguing  about  along  the  way 
(see  Mk.  9:33).  Jesus,  of  course, 
knew  what  they  had  been  discuss- 
ing, but  He  wanted  them  to  tell 
Him. 

The  disciples  were  too  ashamed  to 
admit  that  they  had  been  arguing 
about  which  of  them  was  greatest. 
So  Jesus  took  a  little  child  and  sat 
him  in  their  midst  and  said,  "I  tell 
you  the  truth,  unless  you  change 
and  become  like  little  children,  you 
will  never  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven"  (Matt.  18:3,  NIV). 

I  think  it  is  difficult  to  be  meek  in 
today's  society,  when  so  much  of 
what  we  read  and  hear  teaches  us  to 
be  forthright  and  assertive.  Perhaps 
we  need  Meek  Centers  to  help 
counter  this  movement.  But  proba- 
bly no  one  would  go.  It  should  be  no 
surprise  that  counseling  centers  are 
popping  up  everywhere  to  help 
people  cope  with  the  frustration 
(psychological  turmoil)  they  experi- 
ence from  trying  to  attain  superior- 
ity over  others. 

An  outstanding  psychiatrist,  Dr. 


Alfred  Adler,  taught  that  most  mod- 
ern nervous  and  emotional  disorders 
are  a  result  of  a  definite  striving 
after  power.  The  average  person,  in 
a  mad  drive  for  power,  is  in  a  daily 
race  with  others  for  earthly  goals. 
Consequently,  one's  day  is  often 
beset  by  failures,  frustrations,  and 
banged  up  feelings  and  fenders! 

Stop  and  analyze  what's  been  hap- 
pening to  you.  Why  do  you  feel  so 
tired  and  down  in  the  dumps? 


"The  meek  are  likable 
people.  They  don't 
bore  us  by  bragging 
of  their  accomplish- 
ments, and  they  are 
quick  to  congratulate 


us  on  ours. 
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Perhaps  it's  because  someone  re- 
cently let  the  air  out  of  your  ego.  We 
often  suffer  exhaustion  and  a  sense 
of  failure  not  because  of  the  work 
we've  done,  but  because,  consciously 
or  subconsciously,  we  are  trying  to 
prove  our  superiority.  We  want 
others  to  know  that  our  ideas  are 
superior,  our  doctrines  are  the  cor- 
rect ones  (are  there  any  others?),  our 
church  is  the  best,  our  ball  team  is 
number  one,  and  our  political  party 
will  save  the  world  from  ultimate 
destruction. 

You  name  the  subject  and  we'll 
argue  until  we're  blue  in  the  face 
that  what  we  have  to  say  about  it  is 
the  last  word.  And  when  we  die,  wis- 
dom, like  the  dinosaurs,  will  surely 
vanish  from  the  earth.  We've  forgot- 
ten the  verse  of  Scripture  that  says, 
"If  anyone  thinks  he  is  something 
when  he  is  nothing,  he  deceives  him- 
self (Gal.  6:3,  NIV). 

The  strength  of  meekness 

Recently,  I  officiated  at  the  memo- 
rial service  for  the  meekest  man  I've 
ever  known.  This  man  was  so  meek 
that  he  was  strong  —  perhaps  the 
strongest  man,  spiritually  speaking, 
I've  ever  met.  His  meekness  was  his 
strength,  for  he  was  a  living  exam- 
ple of  what  God  can  do  when  a  life  is 
turned  over  to  Him.  In  this  man  you 
saw  the  strength  of  meekness  (which 
the  world  abhors),  because  in  this 
man  you  saw  Jesus.  [t] 
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Woman's  Missionary  Society  Centennial 

This  is  the  centennial  year  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  The 
Brethren  Church,  which  was  started  in  1887  as  the  Sisters'  Society  of  Chris- 
tian Endeavor.  To  help  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  celebrate  its  100th 
year,  the  Evangelist  will  highlight  some  aspect  of  the  W.M.S.  program  in 
every  other  issue  until  General  Conference.  See  page  10  for  the  first  of  these 
100th  anniversary  features. 

"66  in  '86" 

During  1986  many  Brethren  were  engaged  in  reading  all  66  books  of  the 
Bible.  If  members  of  your  congregation  participated  in  this  reading  program, 
we  would  like  to  receive  a  report.  Tell  us  how  many  participated,  give  us  the 
names  of  those  who  read  the  entire  Bible,  and  let  us  know  what  joys  and  bless- 
ings they  experienced.  We  will  then  share  this  information  with  other  readers  of 
the  Evangelist. 
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What  better  New  Year's  resolution  could  you  make  than  to  resolve  to  memorize  some 
of  God's  Word  in  1987? 


Photo  by  Gregory  Davis. 

MEMORIZING  Bible  verses  can 
be  fun  and  rewarding.  There 
is  excitement  in  pressing  toward  the 
goal,  exhilaration  in  absorbing  God's 
truth,  and  satisfaction  in  achieving 
one's  aim. 

The  very  fact  that  we  accept  a 
challenge  and  reach  a  goal  inspires 
self-confidence  and  poise.  And  the 
discipline  we  exercise  along  the  way 
spills  over  into  other  areas  of  our 
lives. 

The  memorizing  process  cleans 
out  cranial  cobwebs.  It's  a  form  of 
exercise  that  loosens  and  strength- 
ens our  mental  muscles.  Con- 
sequently, the  more  one  memorizes 
the  easier  it  gets. 

The  Bible  itself  promotes  memori- 
zation. The  psalmist  said  he 
memorized  the  Word  so  he  wouldn't 
fall  into  sin.  (Ps.  119:22).  St.  Paul 
echoes  this  idea  when  he  ad- 
monishes us  to  wage  a  good  warfare 
by  equipping  ourselves  with  the 
"sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  God"  (Eph.  6:17). 

Not  only  does  memorization  pro- 
vide a  ready,  effective  weapon  with 
which  to  battle  Satan,  it  produces 

Mr.  Schoenhals  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  lives  in  Seattle,  Wash. 

This  article  is  an  adaptation  by  Mr. 
Schoenhals  of  an  article  he  wrote  that 
appeared  in  the  January  1975  issue  of 
Christian  Life  magazine  ©. 


growth  in  faith.  We  experience  spir- 
itual progress  when  we  plant  the 
Word  in  our  hearts  and  water  it 
with  meditation  and  prayer. 

Having  verses  of  Scripture  tucked 
away  in  our  hearts  enables  us  to  re- 
call it  for  moments  of  meditation 
when  we  are  alone  without  a  Bible. 
We  can  feed  on  it  while  we  walk, 
ride,  or  wait.  It  will  come  to  us  in 
times  of  prayer.  It  will  give  us  a 
ready  resource  for  determining 
God's  will  at  decision  points.  It  will 
bear  us  up  when  we  are  discouraged 
or  distressed.  We  will  recall  it  when 
preparing  a  talk  or  when  writing  a 
letter.  We  will  find  it  on  our  lips 
when  we  speak  to  others  about  their 
personal  needs.  We  will  be  able  to 
stand  when  faced  with  severe  perse- 
cution. 

Recounting  his  prisoner  of  war  ex- 
periences, Captain  Howard  E.  Rut- 
ledge  writes:  "How  I  struggled  to  re- 
call those  Scriptures  and  hymns! 
...  I  had  not  seen  then  the  impor- 
tance of  memorizing  verses  from  the 
Bible  or  learning  gospel  songs.  Now, 
when  I  needed  them,  it  was  too  late. 
I  never  dreamed  that  I  would  spend 
almost  seven  years  (five  of  them  in 
solitary  confinement)  in  a  prison  in 
North  Vietnam  or  that  thinking 
about  one  memorized  verse  could 
have  made  a  whole  day  bearable.  .  .  . 
How  often  I  wished  I  had  really 
worked  to  hide  God's  Word  in  my 


You  Can 
Memorize 
Scripture! 


By  G.  Roger  Schoenhals 

heart"  (Howard  and  Phyllis  Rut- 
ledge,  In  the  Presence  of  Mine 
Enemies,  Fleming  H.  Revell,  1973, 
pp.  36-37. 

How  to  get  started 

We  all  carry  around  in  our  minds 
bits  and  pieces  of  the  Bible.  Stop  just 
about  anyone  in  the  Western  world, 
ask  for  a  biblical  quote,  and  you'll 
probably  get  one.  You  might  not  get 
the  reference  or  the  exact  wording, 
but  it  would  be  something  from  the 
Bible.  Thus,  the  first  thing  in  start- 
ing a  memorization  program  is  to 
dust  off  what  has  already  been  in- 
tentionally or  unintentionally  mem- 
orized. 

Several  years  ago  I  did  that.  I 
bought  a  three-by-five  file  box, 
cards,  and  enough  dividers  to  cat- 
egorize every  Bible  book.  In  front 
of  the  "book"  section  I  placed  two 
others:  "learn"  and  "review."  Then  I 
started  listing  all  the  bits  and  pieces 
of  Bible  I  could  recall.  Next  I  looked 
up  each  item  in  the  Bible  and  copied 
the  entire  verse  on  a  card.  I  put  the 
reference  on  the  opposite  side  in 
the  upper  right-hand  corner.  Some 
verses  I  discarded  because  they  were 
bits  of  narrative  and  rather  mean- 
ingless in  themselves. 

Soon  I  had  a  considerable  stack  of 
cards.  All  of  these  I  placed  in  the 
"learn"  section.  Then  I  started  to 
work  through  them.  If  I  could  repeat 
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from  memory  both  the  reference  and 
the  verse,  I  filed  the  card  according 
to  book.  If  I  was  unsure  about  either 
the  verse  or  reference,  I  filed  the 
card  under  "review."  The  others  re- 
mained in  the  "learn"  section. 

During  the  week  I  carried  some  of 
the  "learn"  verses  in  my  pocket  to 
memorize  during  free  moments.  At 
least  once  a  week  I  went  through  the 
"review"  section.  When  I  mastered 
any  of  these,  they  moved  to  the 
"book"  section.  Periodically,  I 
worked  through  the  "book"  verses.  If 
I  hesitated  on  any  card,  it  was 
pulled  and  placed  in  the  "review" 
section  for  further  work. 

As  time  went  on,  I  added  verses 
impressed  upon  me  during  my  devo- 
tional reading  or  my  study  of  the 
Bible.  Or  I  added  a  verse  encoun- 
tered in  a  sermon  or  book. 

Learning  a  list  of  disconnected 
verses  is  one  way  to  begin  a  memori- 
zation program.  Another  approach  is 
to  tackle  a  passage  of  several  verses, 
a  chapter,  or  even  a  book.  This  has 
an  advantage  in  that  you  are  con- 
centrating on  larger  units  of 
thought.  A  disadvantage  might  be 
that  you  limit  yourself  to  fewer  sec- 
tions of  the  Bible.  You  also  won't 
have  the  variety  of  verses  to  meet 
various  situations. 

Nevertheless,  my  preference  is  to 
go  after  longer  passages.  Not  only 
is  it  easier  than  learning  a  compara- 
ble number  of  disconnected  verses, 
but  the  total  message  of  a  chapter  or 
book  seems  to  have  greater  influ- 
ence on  my  thinking  and  behavior. 
The  ideal  memory  program  would 
include  a  combination  of  isolated 
verses  and  longer  passages. 

If  you  choose  to  begin  your  mem- 
ory program  by  learning  a  chapter, 
there  are  many  fine  starting  points. 
Take  the  Psalms,  for  example.  Every 
Christian  should  know  Psalms  1,  8, 
19,  23,  46,  100,  121,  and  139.  (Don't 
begin  with  119!)  Other  good  starting 
points  include  John  15,  Romans  12, 1 
Corinthians  13,  Hebrews  12,  I  John 
1,  and  Revelation  5. 

If  you  want  to  tackle  a  book,  try 
Philippians.  Other  possibilities  in- 
clude James,  I  John,  Colossians,  or 
Ephesians.  But  don't  make  the  mis- 
take I  did  when  I  vowed  with  two 
other  men  to  memorize  the  Gospel  of 
John.  (We  even  signed  a  pledge!) 
Twenty-one  chapters  were  too  many 
for  us  "beginners."  None  of  us  made 


it  past  chapter  five.  For  a  long  time 
we  felt  so  guilty  it  was  hard  to  look 
each  other  in  the  eye.  Our  intentions 
were  noble,  but  the  goal  and  time- 
table were  unrealistic.  We  should 
have  started  with  Philippians. 

Seven  steps  to  success 

Are  you  ready  to  begin?  Here  are 
seven  how-to  steps  to  follow.  You 
can  get  by  using  only  a  few  of  these 
suggestions;  but  if  you  use  a  combi- 
nation of  all  seven,  you  will  reach 
your  goal  faster  and  easier.  You  will 
also  retain  the  material  longer. 


"Thy  word  have  I  hid 
in  mine  heart, 
that  I  might  not 
k      sin  against  thee." 


1.  See  it.  Open  the  Bible  and  look 
at  the  passage.  Now,  type  or  write  it 
out  on  a  card.  Putting  the  passage 
on  a  card  will  make  it  available  for 
filing  purposes  and  will  make  it  easy 
to  carry.  It  will  also  protect  the 
pages  of  your  Bible. 

Carry  the  card  with  you. 
Whenever  you  have  a  spare  mo- 
ment, pull  it  out.  Push  yourself  and 
see  how  far  you  can  get  in  remem- 
bering the  words  before  looking. 
You'll  be  surprised  how  often  you 
find  time  to  do  this  during  the  day. 
You'll  discover  that  people  who  say 
they  don't  have  time  to  memorize 
are  simply  making  excuses.  The  key 
is  not  more  time;  it's  the  disciplined 
use  of  the  spare  time  we  all  have. 

In  addition,  you  may  want  to  tape 
an  identical  card  to  a  mirror,  cup- 
board, or  some  other  place  where  it 
will  periodically  confront  your  "eye- 
gate." 

2.  Say  it.  When  you  can,  go 
beyond  silent  reading.  Pronounce 
the  words  and  listen  to  your  voice. 
Studies  show  that  this  added  vocal 
stimulus  will  help  your  mind  assimi- 
late the  new  material. 

During  one  of  the  more  ambitious 
phases  of  my  life,  I  combined  a  mem- 


ory program  with  a  morning  jog 
time.  I'd  tumble  out  of  bed,  fumble 
into  my  sweat  clothes,  grab  a  card, 
and  stumble  out  the  door.  Some- 
times walking,  sometimes  running, 
I'd  glance  at  the  card  and  quote  the 
material  aloud.  As  I  look  back  on 
those  mornings,  I  can  remember 
where  I  was  when  I  memorized  cer- 
tain verses.  My  mind  apparently 
formed  associations  between  the 
passages  and  the  environment. 
These  associations  now  act  as  mem- 
ory aids. 

Another  place  to  "say  it"  is  in  bed 
before  drifting  off  to  sleep.  Studies 
show  that  material  memorized  be- 
fore sleep  is  retained  longer  than 
material  learned  during  busy  times, 
when  many  interfering  stimuli  bom- 
bard and  clutter  the  mind.  Pre-sleep 
memorization  allows  the  new  mate- 
rial to  "sink  in"  during  sleep.  In  the 
morning,  when  the  material  ac- 
quired eight  hours  earlier  dawns 
fresh  on  your  mind,  say  it  over. 
Doing  this  will  "lock  it  in."  You'll 
find  it  coming  to  your  mind  through- 
out the  day. 

3.  Hear  it.  If  you  have  a  cassette 
recorder,  spend  some  time  recording 
the  passage  on  tape.  My  procedure  is 
to  work  through  a  chapter  or  book, 
reading  and  rereading  each  para- 
graph three  times  before  going  to 
the  next.  When  I  reach  the  end  of 
the  chapter,  I  go  through  the  entire 
chapter  once.  Then,  when  I  am  shav- 
ing, dressing,  driving,  working 
around  the  house,  or  doing  some- 
thing else,  I  listen  to  the  tape.  I  try 
to  keep  up  with  the  tape  by  quoting 
the  material  as  the  tape  is  played. 

I  find  that  a  recorder  helps  me 
memorize  when  I  don't  feel  like  it. 
Maybe  my  mind  is  racing  along  with 
other  things.  Maybe  I'm  tired. 
Maybe  I  would  rather  daydream.  Or 
maybe  I  just  can't  exert  the  mental 
discipline  to  concentrate  on 
memorizing.  At  such  times  I  can 
reach  out  and  push  the  "start"  but- 
ton. Hearing  my  voice  quoting  Scrip- 
ture pulls  my  mind  into  focus  and 
gets  me  involved. 

4.  Write  it.  Accuracy  is  essential 
in  memorizing  Scripture.  Start 
being  careless  and  you'll  become  in- 
creasingly uncertain  as  to  what  is 
correct.  Your  confident  use  of  Scrip- 
ture will  disappear.  It  is  best  to  nail 
every  verse  down  word  perfect.  One 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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way  to  insure  accuracy  is  to  write  it 
from  memory  and  check  it  against 
the  Bible.  You  can  then  identify 
your  mistakes  and  work  to  correct 
them.  Of  course,  writing  out  a  pas- 
sage also  helps  to  rivet  it  to  your 
mind. 

If  you  are  alert,  you  will  find  op- 
portunities to  "write  it"  without 
having  to  make  special  time.  I  con- 
fess that  once  I  scribbled  out  and 
checked  a  passage  while  "listening" 
to  a  sermon. 

5.  Repeat  it.  Unless  you  have  a 
photographic  memory,  you  will  have 
difficulty  memorizing  Scripture 
without  repetition.  To  try  would  be 
like  a  basketball  player  planning  to 
score  points  without  practice.  Drill- 
ing is  necessary.  Each  phrase  must 
be  repeated  over  and  over  and  over 
until  the  brain  is  creased  with  the 
sound  and  rhythm  of  the  words.  And 
to  be  most  effective,  rote  learning 
must  be  spaced.  That  is,  it's  better  to 
repeat  a  verse  ten  times  on  ten  dif- 
ferent occasions  than  to  repeat  it 
100  times  all  at  once. 

Once  you  have  memorized  a  pas- 
sage, never  let  it  go.  At  first  this 
will  mean  repeating  it  at  least  once 
each  day.  Later,  you  may  find  a 
weekly  review  sufficient.  Some  pass- 
ages will  require  no  more  than  a 
monthly  review.  But,  at  all  costs, 
hang  on  to  what  you  have  acquired. 

6.  Study  it.  Nothing  will  aid  ac- 
quisition of  new  material  more  than 
understanding  it.  So  dig  deep  into 
the  passage  you  are  memorizing. 
Seek  to  understand  what  it  means. 
Analyze  key  words  and  phrases.  Un- 
derline, overprint,  outline,  and  dia- 
gram the  material.  Note  literary  re- 
lationships. Look  at  the  broader  con- 
text. Explore  cross  references.  Con- 
sult Bible  dictionaries  and  ency- 
clopedias. See  what  the  commen- 
tators say.  Become  a  scholar  of  every 
passage  you  memorize. 

I  use  a  study  Bible  with  wide  mar- 


gins. Colored  pencils  highlight  im- 
portant terms  (blue  for  time,  green 
for  location,  yellow  for  deity,  orange 
for  people,  etc.)  A  six-inch  plastic 
ruler,  number  three  pencils,  and  a 
three-ring  notebook  for  charts  and 
study  notes  are  all  part  of  my  "min- 
ing" tools. 

Study  and  memorization  comple- 
ment each  other.  The  more 
thoroughly  a  passage  is  studied,  the 
greater  the  potential  for  memorizing 
and  remembering  it.  And  the  more 
thoroughly  a  passage  is  memorized, 
the  greater  the  potential  for  produc- 
tive study.  Imagine  the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  close  your  eyes  and 
mentally  explore  an  entire  passage 
for  new  insights  into  its  unique 
structure,  purpose,  and  message. 

7.  Use  it.  Some  people  seem  to 
take  pride  in  the  quantity  of  Scrip- 
ture they  know.  Obnoxiously  they 
fling  verses  here  and  there  to  prove 
a  point,  silence  a  critic,  or  be  "reli- 
gious." This  is  not  what  I  mean  by 
using  Scripture.  I'm  thinking  of  the 
prayerful,  careful  use  of  Scripture 
in  our  associations  with  others. 
Strengthening,  comforting,  rejoic- 
ing, explaining  —  there  are  many 
beautiful  and  natural  opportunities 
to  bless  others  with  the  Word. 

Use  the  Word  in  warfare.  Don't 
try  to  sock  it  out  with  Satan  your- 
self. Use  the  Sword.  Jesus  did. 

Use  the  Word  in  meditation. 
Many  times  you  will  be  alone  and 
without  a  Bible.  Use  these  oppor- 
tunities to  bring  into  focus  a  passage 
of  Scripture.  Ask  God  to  feed  your 
soul.  Meditating  on  the  Word  in  the 
great  out-of-doors  will  be  especially 
meaningful.  If  you  have  trouble  fall- 
ing asleep  at  night,  don't  reach  for  a 
sleeping  pill.  Don't  waste  time 
counting  sheep.  Meditate  on  the 
Word.  "He  gives  to  his  beloved 
sleep"  (Ps.  127:2,  RSV). 

Don't  give  up. 

From  reading  this  you  may  have 
gotten  the  idea  that  I  am  a  memory 
wizard  and  a  paragon  of  mental 
strength  and  personal  discipline. 
The  truth  is,  I'm  one  of  those  guys 
who  embarrasses  people  by  forget- 
ting their  names.  Once  I  got  so  frus- 
trated with  myself  I  sent  away  for  a 
memory  system  advertised  in  the 
back  pages  of  a  magazine.  (I've  for- 
gotten whose  system  it  was!) 

As    for    discipline,    I    let    myself 


down  all  the  time.  I'll  read  an  article 
like  this  and  get  turned  on  to  begin 
again.  I'll  launch  into  a  new  pro- 
gram, vowing  to  stay  with  it  now 
and  forever.  A  few  weeks  later  I  fiz- 
zle out. 

Does  that  mean  I  shouldn't  get  up 
and  try  again?  Maybe  I  was  un- 
realistic in  my  goals.  Maybe  there 
are  some  things  I  can  learn  about 
memorizing  procedures.  Maybe  I  can 
get  some  insight  into  myself  that 
will  help  me  go  farther  the  next 
time. 

But  throw  in  the  towel?  No. 
Memorizing  Scripture  is  just  too  im- 
portant. You  know  it  is  when  you 
are  actually  involved  in  such  a  pro- 
gram. You  know  it  is  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  brings  to  your  awareness 
truth  memorized  years  before  but 
"lost"  through  lack  of  review.  And 
you  know  it  is  when  you  keep  the 
Word  alive  in  your  mind  through 
consistent  use.  Really,  when  it 
comes  down  to  it,  what  could  be 
more  beneficial  to  your  spiritual 
health  and  growth  than  memorizing 
and  meditating  on  the  Word  of  God? 

A  bank  uses  the  slogan,  "Tuck  a 
Buck  a  Day  Away."  They  point  out 
how  a  rather  sizable  savings  can  be 
accumulated  in  a  few  years  by  mini- 
mal daily  investment.  We  can  apply 
the  same  principle  to  the  memoriza- 
tion of  Scripture.  We  can  invest  a 
little  time  and  effort  and  accumulate 
something  far  more  valuable  than 
money.  Why  not  begin  now  and 
"tuck  a  verse  a  day  away"?  [t] 


What  About  You? 

Do  you  have  a  Bible  memorization 
program?  If  so,  we  would  like  to  hear 
from  you.  What  blessings  have  you 
received?  What  methods  do  you 
use?  What  suggestions  do  you  have 
to  pass  on  to  others?  Write  and  tell 
us  about  your  experiences  in 
memorizing  God's  word  and  we  will 
share  them  through  the  "Readers' 
Forum"  page  of  a  future  issue  of  the 
Evangelist. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  don't 
have  a  Bible  memorization  program 
but  plan  to  begin  one  as  a  result  of 
reading  this  article,  we  would  like  to 
hear  from  you  as  well.  In  several 
months,  send  us  a  report  telling  us 
about  your  progress,  any  problems 
you've  encountered,  and  the  bless- 
ings you've  received.  These,  too,  will 
be  shared  through  the  "Readers' 
Forum"  page. 
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A    FUNDAMENTAL    principle* 
for  understanding  the  Book  of 
"The  Revelation"  is  this: 
All    interpretation    must    begin 
with  what  it  meant  to  the  writer 
and  to  his  original  audience. 
This  principle  is  indispensable  for 
all  serious  study  of  the  Bible,  for  it 
establishes  a  point  of  control  for  our 
use  of  Scripture  today.  After  all,  the 
Bible  is  a  collection  of  diverse  docu- 
ments written  in  three  languages, 
by  forty  or  more  authors,   over  a 
period    of  more    than    a    thousand 
years.  We  cannot  approach  this  var- 
ied library  and  ask  at  once,  "What 
does   that   mean?"   Our   first   task 
must  be  to  ask,  "What  did  it  mean?" 
That  is,  what  was  its  significance  to 
those    who    wrote    and    those    who 
heard  the  writing  for  the  first  time? 

The  seven  churches  of  Asia 

John  begins  his  document  by 
specifying  where  it  is  to  go:  to  the 
seven  churches  of  Asia;  that  is,  the 
message  was  sent  to  the  Roman 
province  of  Asia  in  what  is  today 
western  Turkey.  The  seven  cities 
that  John  mentions  are  well  known 
from  ancient  evidence.  In  fact,  they 
were  all  linked  together  by  the 
Roman  system  of  roads  in  that  part 
of  the  world.  If  a  messenger  set  out 

*This  is  the  third  of  six  principles  for  in- 
terpreting The  Book  of  Revelation  set  forth 
by  Dr.  Flora  in  the  book,  Adults  Approach 
"The  Revelation,"  published  by  Brethren 
House  Ministries.  In  addition  to  Dr.  Flora's 
explanations  of  each  of  these  principles, 
the  68-page  text  contains  various  learning 
activities  related  to  these  principles,  pre- 
pared by  the  Brethren  House  Team. 

Copies  of  Adults  Approach  "The  Revela- 
tion" may  be  obtained  for  $8.75  (prepaid) 
from  Brethren  House,  6301  56th  Avenue, 
N.,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33709. 

Dr.  Flora  is  professor  of  New  Testa- 
ment and  Theology  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 
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Book  of  The  Revelation 


Dr.  Jerry  Flora  illustrates  a  principle  that  applies  to  the 
study  of  all  the  Scriptures. 


from  the  great  city  of  Ephesus  to  de- 
liver John's  Apocalypse  to  churches 
in  the  six  other  cities  mentioned,  he 
would  proceed  by  Roman  highways 
in  a  roughly  clockwise  direction, 
finishing  his  journey  back  at 
Ephesus  where  he  began. 

Matters  of  local  interest 

One  of  the  intriguing  discoveries 
of  Bible  study  is  that  the  letters  to 
the  seven  churches  refer  to  matters 
of  local  interest  in  those  cities.  For 
example,  the  seventh  church,  the 
one  in  Laodicea,  is  described  as 
neither  cold  nor  hot,  but  only  a  dis- 
gusting lukewarm  temperature.  The 
Laodiceans  knew  instantly  what 
was  being  said.  You  see,  that  de- 
scribes their  city's  water  supply. 
Laodicea,  unlike  most  ancient 
towns,  had  no  good  natural  source  of 
water.  Some  was  piped  in  by 
aquaduct  from  nearby  hot  springs  at 
Hierapolis,  and  some  was  piped  in 
from  Colossae  where  it  started  out 
as  cold.  But  by  the  time  water 
reached  Laodicea,  no  matter  where 
it  came  from,  it  was  lukewarm,  in- 
sipid, and  unpleasant.  How  powerful 
then  is  the  description  of  that 
church  in  that  city  as  being  just  like 
the  town's  insipid  water  supply 
(Revelation  3:15,  16). 

A  few  lines  further  on,  John  de- 
scribes the  Laodicean  Christians  as 
being  rich  (3:17).  That  is  interesting, 
because  the  city  prided  itself  on  its 
great  wealth.  In  fact,  when  a  severe 
earthquake  destroyed  it  around  the 
year  61,  Laodicea  refused  to  accept 
any  government  aid.  It  rebuilt  itself 
with  its  own  private,  local  resources 
—  a  proud,  independent,  wealthy 
city!  Compare  that  with  John's 
evaluation  of  the  church:  "You  do 
not  realize,"  he  writes,  "that  you  are 
miserable,  pitiful,  poor,  blind,  and 
naked"  (3:17,  GNB). 


And  that's  not  all.  Much  of 
Laodicea's  wealth  came  from  a  par- 
ticular breed  of  black  sheep  grown 
in  the  surrounding  area.  Rich  black 
wool,  therefore,  was  one  of  the  dis- 
trict's greatest  exports.  But  the  risen 
Christ  speaks  to  the  church  through 
John  and  says,  "I  counsel  you  to  buy 
from  me  gold  refined  by  fire,  that 
you  may  be  rich,  and  white  gar- 
ments to  clothe  you  and  to  keep  the 
shame  of  your  nakedness  from  being 
seen"  (3:18). 

There  is  still  more.  Laodicea  was 
also  famous  for  its  remedy  for  eye 
diseases,  the  famous  Phrygian  pow- 
der. Named  for  the  Phrygian  terri- 
tory in  which  the  city  was  located, 
this  fine  substance  could  be  mixed 
with  an  oily  base  to  create  a  healing 
eyesalve  much  needed  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  To  the  Christians  in  the 
city  noted  for  this,  the  risen  Lord  in- 
structs that  they  should  buy  from 
Him  spiritual  eyesalve  to  aid  their 
spiritual  healing  (3:18). 

The  letter  comes  alive 

How  much  the  letter  to  Laodicea 
begins  to  come  alive  when  we  can 
understand    something    about   that 
city's   location,    history,    commerce, 
and  public  life!  That  is  only  one  il- 
lustration of  our  principle,  but  it  is  a 
good  one.  The  principle,  again,  is 
simple: 
All  interpretation  of  "The  Reve- 
lation" must  begin  with  what  the 
book  meant  to  the  writer  and  to 
his  original  audience. 
That  is  the  control  upon  which  all 
interpretation  for  our  own  day  de- 
pends. Before  we  can  point  to  the 
present  or  the  future  with  any  text 
from  John's  Apocalypse,  we  must  be 
able  to  say  clearly,  "This  is  what  it 
meant  back  there."  Then,  and  only 
then,  we  can  interpret  it  for  here 
and  now.  [t] 
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How  Shall 
We  Pray1? 


By  Winifred  M.  Millat 


IN  the  summer  of  1972,  I  stood  at 
the  ancient  Wailing  Wall  in 
Jerusalem  and  wondered  how  many 
millions  of  people  before  me  had 
come  there  in  petition  and  had 
waited,  as  I  did  then,  wordless,  not 
knowing  how  to  ask  or  seek. 

For  prayer,  the  simplest  act  of 
faith,  often  becomes  the  most  com- 
plicated thing  in  the  Christian's  life. 
It  is  the  thing  we  stumble  over 
again  and  again;  the  thing  we  guess 
about;  the  thing  we  put  aside  for  a 
while;  and  the  thing  we  always  re- 
turn to. 

Prayer  is  the  depth  of  our  need 
reaching  out  to  the  depth  of  God's 
love.  When  we  pray,  we  move  out  of 
the  center  of  action,  and  God  moves 
into  that  center.  Thus  we  are  able  to 
leave  the  source  of  our  problems, 
ourselves,  and  come  to  the  source  of 
power,  Christ. 

When  we  pray,  God  moves  back 
the  horizons  of  our  life  and  gives  us 
visions  and  hopes.  Suddenly,  we  are 
able  to  do  the  very  best  we  can  in 
the  worst  possible  situation.  We  are 
really  ushered  into  a  new  position, 

Mrs.  Millat  is  a  member  of  the  Hill- 
crest  Brethren  Church  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

8 


for  prayer  moves  us  from  where  we 
are  to  some  place  better. 

Prayer  is  mysterious,  beyond  the 
realm  of  human  logic  and  under- 
standing. In  fact,  prayer  is  not  of 
this  world  at  all,  though  it  is  prac- 
ticed daily.  Rather,  it  is  a  divine  gift 
in  the  hands  of  earthly  creatures. 
Since  humans  do  not  handle  the 
gifts  of  God  very  well,  this  may  be 
why  prayer  is  such  a  consternation 
to  so  many  of  us.  Yet,  Jesus  taught 
that  we  ought  to  pray  and  not  grow 
tired  or  discouraged. 

The  disciples  had  been  Jesus'  fol- 
lowers a  long  time  before  they 
realized  they  were  powerless.  They 
couldn't  figure  it  out  at  first.  Then 
they  decided  they  did  not  have  suc- 
cess in  their  new  life  because  they 
did  not  know  how  to  pray. 

They  were  right.  A  Christian  who 
does  not  know  how  to  pray,  or  who 
won't  pray,  is  a  Christian  without 
power.  He's  out  of  gas  from  the  very 
beginning. 

We  have  to  admit  that  ours  is  a 
godless  age.  In  spite  of  all  the  Jesus 
movements  and  all  the  "talk"  about 
God,  our  world  is  still  not  a  good  cli- 
mate for  prayer.  It  isn't  that  so 
many   people  are  openly  atheistic. 


There  are  really  not  that  many 
Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair's,  and  she's 
not  our  true  enemy  anyway.  She  is 
just  an  obvious  one. 

Our  real  enemy  is  that  our  God- 
consciousness  has  grown  dim.  God  is 
not  real  to  us  daily.  He's  remote,  and 
a  person  can't  live  a  vital  Christian 
faith  until  that  person  comes  face  to 
face  with  Christ.  Many  Christians  I 
have  talked  with  have  not  had  this 
experience,  and  many  do  not  par- 
ticularly want  it. 

With  the  eclipse  of  our  spiritual 
power,  we  Christians  have  become 
confused,  and  all  kinds  of  brutal 
forces  have  seized  control  of  our 
lives,  our  communities,  our  schools. 
We're  tossed  to  and  fro.  We  have  no 
sense  of  "where  we  are."  And  know- 
ing where  we  are  in  this  world  is 
very  important. 

My  son  once  told  me  of  working 
with  a  group  of  very  slow  learners. 
They  constantly  mystified  him  by 
asking  over  and  over,  "Teacher, 
where  are  we  at?" 

Eventually,  he  began  to  show 
them  two  things:  where  they  were 
physically  and  where  they  were 
spiritually.  He  took  a  map  of  their 
state,  showed  them  their  town  and 
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where  it  was  in  relation  to  other 
nearby  cities,  and  to  the  capital  city. 
By  the  end  of  the  year,  they  also 
knew  where  they  were  in  the  United 
States  and  among  the  continents 
and  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

In  addition,  through  prayer  and 
God's  mercy,  Christ  bypassed  those 
damaged  minds  and  spoke  to  each 
child's  heart  and  faith,  until  each 
came  to  know  where  he  was  in 
Christ  Jesus:  safe.  After  long 
months,  they  said  joyously, 
"Teacher,  we  know  now  where  we 
are  'at.' " 

Some  time  ago  I  read  in  our  news- 
paper of  a  basketball  player  who 
could  continually  hit  the  basket 
from  any  spot  on  the  floor,  including 
difficult,  over-the-shoulder  shots. 
When  the  sportswriter  asked  the 
player  how  he  could  be  so  accurate 
every  time,  he  answered,  "When 
you've  been  in  basketball  as  long  as 
I  have,  you  develop  a  sense  of  where 
the  basket  is  in  relationship  to 
where  you  are." 


"Prayer  is  the  depth 
of  our  need  reaching 
out  to  the  depth  of 
God's  love." 


A  sense  of  where  you  are  and  of 
where  Christ  is  in  relationship  to 
you  is  very  necessary.  But  modern 
man  has  been  uprooted  from  the 
faith  of  our  fathers,  and  many  of  us 
feel  we  are  cut  off  from  the  eternal 
environment  and  from  God.  We  feel 
that  we  should  pray,  but  we  sense 
that  our  prayer  life  is  haphazard 
and  inadequate. 

Without  prayer  as  a  living  com- 
munion with  God,  we  are  cut  off 
from  the  source  of  our  power.  We 
who  are  supposed  to  be  lights  in  the 
world  have  had  our  electricity  cut 
off.  When  this  happens,  even  though 
our  faith  still  sounds  great,  it  has  no 
ability  to  perform.  We  have  an 
energy  shortage! 

How  are  we  going  to  restore  our 
connection  to  the  source  of  power? 
How  are  we  going  to  get  back  our 


close  relationship  with  Christ.  Or  if 
we  are  Christians  who  have  never 
had  this  close  communion,  the  ques- 
tion is,  How  do  I  get  it  now,  today, 
this  moment  when  I  need  it  most? 


The  way  to  become  alive  again  is 
to  pray.  Now  you  thought  I  was 
going  to  say  something  spectacular, 
so  you're  disappointed.  Or  you  say, 
"Oh,  I've  tried  all  that,  and  it  doesn't 
do  a  thing  for  me." 

But  the  world  is  dying.  The 
church  is  dying.  Christians  —  you 
and  I  —  are  dying,  for  a  lack  of 
prayer. 

As  Christians,  we  have  to  come  to 
know  the  reality  of  Jesus  through 
the  reality  of  prayer.  Do  you  remem- 
ber the  40  days  and  40  nights  after 
the  resurrection,  when  the  Lord  kept 
appearing  all  over  the  place?  Wher- 
ever His  disciples  were,  Jesus  would 
come  to  them  —  on  the  road,  in  the 
upper  room,  at  meal  time.  He  did 
this  so  they  would  know  He  was  al- 
ways there.  The  last  words  He  spoke 
were,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  always, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

You  remember  the  moon  shots, 
how  the  astronauts  appeared  in  our 
own  living  rooms  night  after  night. 
If  an  electronic  device  like  a  televi- 
sion can  bring  explorers  who  are 
thousands  of  miles  away  into  my  liv- 
ing room,  don't  you  think  God,  who 
energizes  the  electronic  realm,  can 
make  you  and  me  aware  of  His 
presence?  The  veil  of  eternity  was 
split  at  the  crucifixion,  and  we  can 
certainly  come  into  His  presence. 

But  prayer  is  also  personal.  It  is  a 
private  line  to  God,  not  a  party  line. 


He  gives  each  of  us  a  private  wave 
length,  a  clear  channel.  Our  recep- 
tion depends  upon  our  willingness  to 
block  out  all  interference  that  might 
jam  His  signal  to  us. 

Prayer  must  be  like  the  police 
radio  receiver:  never  turned  off  day 
or  night.  Prayer  then  becomes  a  line 
of  power  from  God's  Great 
Generator,  which  puts  us  in  contact 
with  the  mighty  forces  and  currents 
of  His  universe. 

Then,  too,  there  is  sheer  relief  in 
prayer.  We  can  come  to  God  without 
pretenses  or  excuses  or  special  prep- 
arations. All  those  false  faces  people 
love  to  wear;  all  those  facades  we 
use  to  impress  others;  these  have  no 
place  in  prayer.  We  can  be  our- 
selves, as  good  or  as  bad  as  we  are. 

After  we  have  prayed,  then  comes 
the  hard  part:  waiting  in  faith  for 
the  answer  to  come,  knowing  that  it 
will  come.  And  it  will  come,  but 
perhaps  not  at  once. 

When  we  pray  for  a  certain  condi- 
tion to  be  corrected  or  for  a  particu- 
lar situation  to  come  about,  God  will 
do  it  all  right  —  but  not  just  any  old 
way.  Quick,  Lord,  get  it  over  and 
done  with  now,  so  I  can  go  on  to  the 
next  item.  Instant  prayer!  Instant 
reply! 

First,  God  must  go  back  and  right 
so  many  things:  Build  new  founda- 
tions. Undo  all  the  wrongs  and  cor- 
rect all  our  mistakes.  Make  straight 
the  crooked.  Heal  old,  festering 
wounds. 

"A  Christian  who  does 
not  know  how  to  pray, 
or  who  won't  pray, 
is  a  Christian  with- 
out power." 

Oh,  what  a  very  long  time  that 
takes!  I  have  long  since  forgotten  I 
ever  prayed  about  that  thing.  Or  I've 
given  up  hope  and  have  tried  to 
patch  things  up  in  my  own  ineffec- 
tual way. 

But  one  day  the  answer  comes! 

And  I  recognize  it.  But  not  just  a 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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MISSION  is  our  middle  name  —  THE  WOMAN'S 
MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH.  A 
century  ago  we  were  established  to  serve  Brethren  home 
and  foreign  missions. 

SERVE  BY 

—  financing  mission  activities 

—  encouraging  missionaries  by 
prayer  and  correspondence 

—  helping  our  seminary  train 

ministers  and  missionaries 
Although  working  out  of  local  churches,  our  service  has 
been  far-reaching.  It  is  also  timeless;  it  flows  out  of  God's 
desire  for  people  of  all  times  to  come  to  Christ. 
THEREFORE 

—  thousands  of  W.M.S.  women  have 
served 

—  eighteen  hundred  are  now  serving 

—  future  members  will  continue  to  serve. 
After  all,  we're  just  living  up  to  our  name. 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 
part  of  the  whole  thing  is  corrected, 
but   the   entire   situation   is   right, 
lovely,  and  complete. 

So  James,  that  most  practical 
man,  says  over  and  over:  "Be  pa- 
tient, brethren."  Once  having 
prayed,  wait.  The  important  thing  is 
this:  God  does  deal  with  our  prob- 
lems. He  does  answer  prayers.  But 
in  His  own  way  and  in  His  own 
time.  He  will  never  permit  us  who 
brought  about  the  problem  in  the 
first  place,  to  dictate  our  shortsight- 
ed solutions  to  Him. 

Remember  all  the  old  saints  of 
God.  Abraham  waited  25  years  for 
Issac.  Moses  wandered  around  that 
barren  desert  for  40  years  before  he 
received  his  call  from  God.  Poor  old 
Job  sat  on  his  dung  heap  in  the 
midst  of  his  boils,  his  pain,  his  loss 
and  his  faith,  knowing  that  his 
Redeemer  would  come.  Isaiah 
prophesied  and  David  sang.  And 
never  having  received  the  Promise 
as  you  and  I  have,  these  great  old 
men  of  faith  waited  and  died  — 
knowing  that  the  answer  would 
come  someday. 
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So  we  ought  to  get  up  and  out  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  up  and  out  of 
the  lowlands  and  valleys.  We  ought 
to  come  up  to  the  mountaintops 
where  the  great  people  of  God  have 
always  gone  in  every  age,  up  where 
the  winds  of  faith  blow  freely  and 
the  promises  of  God  stand  sure. 


"God  does  deal  with 
our  problems.  He 
does  answer  prayers. 
But  in  His  own  way 
and  in  His  own  time." 


But  there  is  one  other  thing  I 
would  say  to  many  of  you,  a  personal 
thing. 

What  if  He  doesn't  answer  your 
prayer,  the  most  important  prayer  of 
your  life,  the  way  you  want  Him  to, 
the  way  He  just  has  to  —  but  He 
doesn't?  Ah,  yes.  What  then? 

Then  we  have  to  strive  to  remem- 
ber that  God  only  takes  away  a  good 
and  precious  thing  in  order  to  give 


something  better.  We  won't  see  that 
at  first.  Maybe  not  for  a  long  time. 
Perhaps,  never.  But  that  will  never 
detract  from  the  "rightness"  of  what 
He  has  permitted. 

When  God,  the  surgeon  cuts,  He 
cuts  deeply  and  truly,  only  so  that 
the  wound  might  heal  cleanly  and 
completely,  from  the  inside  out.  And 
when  the  scar  tissue  has  formed,  it 
will  not  be  very  pretty.  But  it  will  be 
much  stronger  tissue  than  was  the 
original.  Any  medical  friend  will  tell 
us  that. 

This  is  life,  the  Christian  life.  It  is 
finding  and  losing,  and  then  another 
finding  and  a  losing.  But  ultimately 
it  will  always  be  finding. 

Out  of  the  prayer  of  despair  will 
always  come  hope. 

Out  of  the  prayer  of  darkness  will 
always  come  light. 

And  out  of  death  will  always  come 
life. 

This  is  the  eternal  pattern,  writ- 
ten all  over  the  universe  —  in  the 
vegetable  world,  in  the  animal  king- 
dom, in  you,  and  in  me.  For  it  was 
written  first  in  Christ  Jesus.  Thank 
God  that  it  is  so.  [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Which  do  you  see 


The  Congregation  or  the  Cross? 


A  FRIEND  had  reluctantly  gone 
to  church  with  me.  As  we  stood 
waiting  for  the  usher  to  come  up  the 
aisle,  she  nodded  toward  him  and 
whispered,  "He's  one  of  the  meanest 
people  in  town!" 

I  had  no  chance  to  answer.  It  was 
our  turn  to  be  led  to  a  pew.  There  I 
bowed  my  head  and  whispered  a 
short  prayer.  Then  I  raised  my  eyes 
—  to  the  empty  cross  that  hangs  at 
the  front  of  our  church.  It  is  a  plain 
cross,  and  always  reminds  me  viv- 
idly of  the  price  the  Lord  paid  for  us. 

The  service  went  well,  and  after- 
ward several  people  came  over  to 
welcome  my  friend.  But  she  was  not 
impressed. 

As  we  drove  home,  she  said,  "Your 
choir  director  and  his  wife  are  hav- 
ing problems.  I  work  with  their  next 
door  neighbor,  and  she  told  me  all 
about  it." 

"I  know,"  I  replied.  Our  pastor  had 
been  counseling  this  couple,  and 
many  of  us  were  praying  for  them. 
We  were  trusting  that  they  would 
solve  their  problems  without  break- 
ing up  their  home. 

"And  some  of  the  others  who  were 
there  —  well,  I  don't  see  how  they 
can  call  themselves  Christians,"  my 
friend  was  going  on.  "I'm  not  in- 
terested in  going  to  a  church  where 
the  people  aren't  any  better  than  I 
am." 

I  let  her  off  at  her  home  and 
thought  of  what  she  had  said.  The 
man  who  had  ushered  that  morning 
was  in  business  for  himself,  a  busi- 
ness that  sometimes  required  a  firm 
stand  with  customers  who  had  not 
paid  their  bills.  It  was  a  stand  that 
might  be  misinterpreted. 

But  my  friend  was  right  about 
others  in  our  congregation.  Our 
members  do  have  marital  problems, 
arguments  with  their  children,  ill- 
Ms.  Everett  is  a  free-lance  writer  who 
lives  in  Defiance,  Ohio. 
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ness,  and  disappointments.  Yet 
everyone  there  had  confessed  Jesus 
as  Savior,  and  all  were  trying  to 
live  and  grow  in  their  Christian 
faith. 

My  friend  did  not  know  that  the 
choir  director  with  marital  problems 
had  given  extra  money  to  a  youth 
program,  and  that  his  wife  had 
given  extra  time  to  call  on  the  sick. 
And  some  of  the  others  had  taken 
non-Christian  ghetto  kids  into  their 
homes  for  a  special  weekend  and 
had  given  time  and  money  to  many 
programs  both  within  the  church 
and  outside  the  church  in  the  com- 
munity. Some  were  teaching  Sunday 
school  or  leading  a  Bible  study  or 
helping  in  the  day-care  center. 

"We  aren't  perfect,"  I  muttered  to 
myself,  "just  forgiven!"  I'd  seen  that 
on  a  bumper  sticker  a  few  days  be- 
fore. "But  how  can  I  make  her  un- 


By  Betty  S.  Everett 

derstand  that?"  I  wondered. 

I  thought  back  to  the  hour  just 
passed.  I  had  begun  by  looking  at 
the  cross,  but  I  realized  now  that  my 
friend  had  never  seen  the  cross.  She 
had  looked  at  the  congregation  in- 
stead. 

It  is  tempting  for  any  Christian 
not  to  look  at  the  cross  for  guidance, 
but  rather  at  the  congregation,  espe- 
cially those  having  trouble  in  their 
Christian  walk.  It's  easy  to  find  im- 
perfections among  any  group  of 
Christians.  But  if  we  look  to  the 
cross,  we  find  perfection  —  and  the 
promise  that  some  day  we  will  all 
achieve  that  same  perfection  with 
Jesus. 

As  we  go  to  church  each  Sunday, 
let's  look  first  at  the  cross  and  then, 
in  the  light  of  Jesus'  victory  and  His 
love,  at  the  members  of  the  congre- 
gation and  their  struggles.  [t] 
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Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


The  Potter's  Hand 

By  Frederick  J.  Finks,  Vice  President  For  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


"Arise  and  go  down  to  the  potter's 
house,  and  there  I  shall  announce 
My  words  to  you."  Then  I  went  down 
to  the  potter's  house,  and  there  he 
was,  making  something  on  the  wheel. 
But  the  vessel  that  he  was  making  of 
clay  was  spoiled  in  the  hand  of  the 
potter;  so  he  remade  it  into  another 
vessel,  as  it  pleased  the  potter  to 
make.  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  me  saying,  "Can  I  not,  O 
house  of  Israel,  deal  with  you  as  this 
potter  does?"  declares  the  Lord.  "Be- 
hold, like  the  clay  in  the  potter's 
hand,  so  are  you  in  My  hand,  O 
house  of  Israel." 

Jeremiah  18:  2-6,  NASB 

CLAY  in  the  potter's  hand  .  .  . 
quite  fascinating.  He  rotates 
the  pottery  wheel,  tosses  a  lump  of 
wet  clay  on  the  turning  wheel,  then 
carefully  begins  the  process  of  shap- 
ing this  formless  lump  into  a  useful 
pot. 

Careful  scrutiny  reveals  the  deli- 
cate work  involved.  If  the  wheel 
spins  too  fast  or  too  slow,  it  can 
cause  weakness  in  the  clay  that 
would  make  the  pot  useless.  The  tex- 
ture of  the  clay  is  likewise  impor- 
tant. It  must  not  be  too  wet  or  too 
dry,  for  again  it  would  produce  a 
flaw  in  the  finished  product.  Yes, 
molding  clay  is  a  delicate  task. 

Seminary  is  similar  to  a  potter's 
house,  where  men  and  women  come 
much  like  raw  materials,  seeking  to 
be  molded  into  vessels  worthy  of 
God's  use.  I  am  continually  amazed 
by  the  differences  I  see  in  students 
as  they  come  through  the  Semi- 
nary's doorway. 

Stop  and  think  for  a  moment  of 
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the  variety  of  physical  differences  in 
the  people  you  know  personally,  yet 
look  at  their  similar  components. 
Each  one  has  two  eyes,  two  ears,  one 
nose,  and  one  mouth.  Yet,  God  has 
creatively  arrranged  these  on  their 
faces  to  make  each  of  them  look 
completely  different. 

If  physical  features  are  so  unique- 
ly arranged,  so  is  the  inner  per- 
son. Each  student  comes  with  a 
unique  personality,  spirit,  and  drive. 
Yet  each  shares  the  firm  conviction 
that  God  has  placed  a  divine  call 
upon  his  or  her  life.  So  they  come  to 
study,  to  learn,  to  grow,  to  prepare, 
and  to  be  molded  by  the  Potter's 
hands. 

What  is  the  result?  Vessels  un- 
iquely crafted  to  carry  on  the  work 
throughout  God's  Kingdom. 

.  .  .  George  came  to  ATS  to  pre- 
pare for  the  Navy  chaplaincy.  He 
found  himself,  several  years  after 
graduation,  aboard  the  U.S.S.  Biddle 
in  the  Mediterranean,  off  the  coast 
of  Lebanon  during  one  of  the  worst 
crises  of  the  Lebanese  war.  There  he 
ministered  to  the  500  troops  aboard 
ship  —  preaching  and  teaching  the 
Word  of  God. 

.  .  .  Fred  was  a  mechanic  who 
owned  a  garage.  Then  came  an  un- 
mistakable call  to  prepare  for  minis- 
try. Without  the  benefit  of  an  under- 
graduate education,  Fred  put  his 
best  effort  behind  his  studies.  The 
rewards  included  a  Master  of  Divin- 
ity degree  and  the  recognition  by  the 
Seminary  faculty  as  an  outstanding 
student  spiritual  leader.  Today,  Fred 
serves  faithfully  in  the  pastoral 
ministry. 

.  .  .  Winnie  felt  for  a  long  time 
that  God  wanted  to  use  her  in  a  spe- 
cial way.  Coming  to  ATS,  she  pre- 
pared for  the  mission  field.  Today 
she  serves  the  Lord  in  Nepal. 

.  .  .  Milt  was  a  highly  successful 
attorney  who  found  his  way  to  ATS. 
He  mastered  every  course  he  took, 
studying  long  hours  in  spite  of  his 
heavy  workload.  Today  he  continues 


his  law  practice  while  also  serving 
as  an  assistant  pastor. 

.  .  .  Sam  heard  about  ATS  from  a 
friend  in  Africa.  He  was  young  and 
had  a  wife  and  family.  Yet,  he  felt 
compelled  to  be  better  trained.  His 
studies  at  Ashland  were  just  what 
he  wanted.  He  was  like  a  sponge 
soaking  up  water.  He  took  every 
language  course  available  —  Greek, 
Hebrew,  Latin,  German,  and 
Aramaic.  Today  he  is  busy  translat- 
ing the  New  Testament  into  his  na- 
tive language. 

.  .  .  Nancy  came  to  ATS  to  prepare 
for  a  ministry  in  Christian  counsel- 
ing. She  was  an  outstanding  student 
and  received  high  honors.  Today  she 
works  in  a  major  hospital  providing 
counseling  and  ministry  to  many. 

.  .  .  Greg  was  at  ATS  training  for 
the  chaplaincy.  He  was  part  of  the 
support  team  of  "Operation  Urgent 
Fury"  —  the  invasion  of  Grenada. 
There  he  led  worship  services  for  the 
troops  and  even  baptized  one  of  the 
soldiers  after  his  conversion. 

.  .  .  Allan  drove  his  18- wheeler 
down  High  Street  beside  the  Semi- 
nary. He  walked  into  the  dean's  of- 
fice  in  his  cowboy  boots  and  hat 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Ashland  Theological  Seminary 


Be  Part  of  History  in  the  Making 


ASHLAND  Theological  Seminary 
has  launched  "Partnership  in 
Excellence,"  a  major  campaign  to 
meet  the  growing  needs  of  preparing 
Christian  leaders  to  confront  the 
global  challenges  that  face  the 
church. 

A  goal  of  $1.5  million  has  been  es- 
tablished by  the  Seminary.  The  ob- 
jective of  the  campaign  is  to  use  one 
million  dollars  to  expand  classroom 
and  library  facilities.  The  remaining 
$500,000  will  be  restricted  to  schol- 
arship endowment  and  faculty  de- 
velopment. 

The  architectural  firm  of  URS 
Dalton  is  under  contract  to  provide 
plans  for  the  project.  This  firm's 
recommendation  is  to  build  a  new, 
five-room  classroom  building  on  the 
property  adjoining  the  present  build- 
ings and  to  expand  the  library  into 
the  existing  classrooms  that  adjoin 
it.  According  to  Dalton's  projections, 


this  would  be  the  most  cost-effective 
means  of  meeting  the  projected 
needs  for  space. 

The  Seminary  has  completed  sev- 
eral building  projects  since  moving 
to  its  current  location  at  the  former 
estate  of  Ashland  industrialist,  John 
C.  Myers.  First  came  the  construc- 
tion of  the  present  library  in  1965. 
The  student  body  totaled  50  at  that 
time,  with  a  book  collection  of  9,000. 
The  library  was  followed  by  an 
apartment  complex  in  1970,  Ronk 
Memorial  Chapel  in  1974,  and  a  new 
classroom  in  1979. 

The  most  remarkable  accom- 
plishment is  that  the  campus  is 
totally  debt  free!  All  of  the  building 
projects  have  found  wholehearted 
support  and  endowment,  so  that 
funding  has  been  available  through 
concerned  Christians. 

Today  is  no  exception!  The  Semi- 
nary is  committed  to  building  the 


classrooms  and  to  completing  the  li- 
brary expansion  project  debt  free. 
The  projected  one-million-dollar  cost 
is  the  largest  goal  to  be  assumed  in 
any  of  our  projects.  Therefore,  the 
challenge  is  before  us. 

Dr.  Frederick  J.  Finks,  Vice  Presi- 
dent for  the  Seminary,  has  said, 
"People  need  to  understand  that 
there  is  more  to  this  project  than 
bricks  and  mortar.  Indeed,  the  phys- 
ical plant  is  desperately  needed,  but 
the  larger  more  significant  issue  is 
the  training  of  Christian  leaders 
that  will  be  accomplished  through 
this  project.  After  all,  that  is  what 
ATS  is  all  about  —  the  training  and 
education  of  pastors,  teachers,  coun- 
selors, and  missionaries." 

Brethren  churches  and  individu- 
als can  become  involved  and  be  part 
of  history  in  the  making  by  becom- 
ing a  Partner  in  the  work  and  minis- 
try of  ATS.  [t] 


(continued  from  previous  page) 
and  said  the  Lord  wanted  him  to 
preach.  Today,  he's  following  that  call. 

.  .  .  Juan  Carlos  was  a  successful 
businessman,  who  owned  his  own 
business  and  lived  in  one  of  the 
city's  nicest  neighborhoods.  He  knew 
God  had  called  him  to  the  ministry. 
He  sold  his  business  and  his  home 
and  came  to  ATS.  His  work  among 
the  Hispanics  in  Mexico  and  Califor- 
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nia  has  brought  many  to  Christ  and 
gained  national  recognition. 

.  .  .  Peter  was  vice-president  of  one 
of  the  nation's  largest  computer 
companies.  His  salary  clearly  put 
him  in  the  top  corporate  bracket. 
Leaving  it  all  behind,  he  moved  his 
family  to  Ashland  and  is  preparing 
to  use  his  gift  within  the  church. 

These  are  but  a  few  examples  of 


the  lumps  of  clay  thrown  upon  the 
potter's  wheel  at  ATS.  God  has  been 
busy  fashioning  His  own  design  and 
shape  within  each.  The  impact  they 
will  have  on  the  Kingdom  may  only 
be  known  by  God  Himself.  But  then 
that  is  all  He  asks  .  .  .  "Can  I  not,  O 
house  of  Israel,  deal  with  you  as  this 
potter  does?"  declares  the  Lord.  Yes, 
Lord,  keep  on  shaping  and  molding 
for  the  glory  of  Your  Kingdom,     [t] 
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ASHLAND  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Serving  the  needs  of  The  Brethren  Church 


The  following  is  a  tally  of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  alumni  serving 
throughout  the  Brotherhood: 


Pastor/Church  Work 

100 

Seminary/College 

11 

National  Office 

4 

Missionary 

5 

Chaplaincy 

4 

At  large 

11 

Retired 

8 

Total  number  of  ATS  Alumni 

serving 

The  Brethren  Church  as 

elders 

143 

Financial  Data 


1985 

1986 

Seminary  Annual  Operating  Budget 

$877,300.00 

$914,966.00 

Brethren  Church  Giving 

(Fair  Share) 
Brethren  Individual  Support 

76,755.30 
25,686.25 

84,589.30* 
16,455.77* 

Through  November  1986 


Encourage  your  church  to  support  its  Fair  Share  Commitment 
of  $8.50  per  member. 
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SEMINARY  FOR  A  DAY 


AMLAND  'WEDLDQiCAL    SEMINARY 


TOPICS 

Growing  Responsible  Churches 

Creative  Conflict 

Making  More  and  Better  Disciples 

Doctrine  and  Doxology 

Creating  a  Vision  for  C.E.  in  the 
Local  Church 

Touching  the  Unseen 

Living  Vessels  —  The  Bible  and 
Archaeology 

"What  can  we  give  back  to  the  church?"  This 
was  the  question  raised  by  Dr.  Joseph  Shultz, 
President  of  Ashland  College  and  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  in  a  recent  meeting  with 
Brethren  faculty.  "The  Seminary  has  received 
so  much  from  the  church,  now  it's  our  turn  to 
give  back." 

With  this  in  mind,  ATS  is  launching  SEMI- 
NARY FOR  A  DAY,  a  one-day  Seminary  with 

January  1987 


LEADERS 

Dr.  Fred  Finks 

Dr.  John  Shultz 

Dr.  Richard  Allison 

Dr.  Jerry  Flora 

Dr.  Mary  Ellen 
Drushal 

Dr.  Charles  Munson 

Dr.  Ken  Walther 


the  faculty  of  ATS  going  to  the  local  churches 
and  districts  with  topics  designed  to  assist  the 
church  and  church  leaders. 

Several      seminars      have      already      been 
scheduled,  with  others  being  planned.  Those  al- 
ready scheduled  are: 
Ohio  Columbus 

Central  Davenport 

Indiana  Warsaw 


Jan.  10,  1987 

Feb.  13-14,  1987 

Mar.  14,  1987 
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PEACE  POINTS  OF  VIEW 


NICARAGUA 


COM> 


Dr.  Stoffer,  pastor  of  the  Smoky  Row 
Brethren  Church  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
presented  most  of  the  following  remarks 
as  a  panelist  for  the  Peace  Committee 
workshop,  "Peace  Points  of  View  Toward 
Nicaragua,"  at  General  Conference.  We 
appreciate  his  willingness  to  expand 
them  slightly  and  share  them  in  this  col- 
umn. Phil  Lersch 

TWO  major  principles  guide  my 
presentation.  First,  God  Himself 
has  established  two  societal  institu- 
tions, both  of  which  have  God-given 
responsibilities.  The  church  is  God's 
primary  means  for  spreading  His 
kingdom  throughout  the  world.  The 
state,  on  the  other  hand,  is  God's  or- 
dained means  for  protecting  the  good 
and  punishing  the  evil.  He  has  even 
given  the  state  the  power  of  the  sword. 
Though  both  institutions  have  God's 
"stamp  of  approval,"  each  has  a  sepa- 
rate agenda,  which  must  not  be  con- 
fused with  that  of  the  other. 

The  second  principle  is  that  the 
church  must  never  allow  its  agenda  or 
mission  to  be  dictated  by  political  con- 
siderations of  parties  belonging  to  the 
political  left,  center,  or  right.  The 
church's  role  in  relation  to  the  state  is 
to  be  one  of  prophetic  involvement.  It 
must  not  take  the  view  of  a  sharp  sep- 
aration between  church  and  state  — 
Christians,  by  their  own  involvement, 
must  seek  to  infuse  the  political  proc- 
ess with  Christian  values.  Neither 
must  the  church  take  the  view  of  un- 
critical support  —  Christians  must 
maintain  a  prophetic  separation  from 
political  ideologies.  Only  then  can  we 
challenge  any  political  group,  includ- 
ing the  one  with  which  we  sym- 
pathize, to  greater  conformity  to 
Christian  values  and  truth.  As  Chris- 
tians, our  agenda  must  always  be  set 
by  God's  kingdom  and  His  righteous- 
ness, never  by  the  kingdom  of  this 
world. 

Let  me  give  a  practical  illustration 
of  these  principles.  Chantal  Logan, 
who  attended  the  discussion  on 
Nicaragua  at  General  Conference, 
shared  some  insightful  observations 
regarding    church-state    relations    in 
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Colombia.  (Chantal  serves  with  her 
husband,  Mark,  as  a  Brethren  mis- 
sonary  in  Colombia.)  She  noted  that 
some  missionary  groups  openly  sup- 
port the  government,  which,  though  a 
republic,  does  resort  to  repressive  and 
violent  means  in  cracking  down  on  in- 
surgents. These  missionary  groups 
would  not  think  of  ministering  to  im- 
prisoned leftist  guerrillas,  because 
such  people  seek  to  overthrow  the  gov- 
ernment they  support.  On  the  other 
hand,  other  religious  groups  are 
firmly  committed  to  the  guerrillas, 
espousing  a  "liberation  theology"  that 
all  too  often  has  a  strongly  Marxist 
flavor. 

Needless  to  say,  there  is  no  middle 
ground  between  the  religious  groups 
holding  these  two  positions.  There  is 
no  room  for  dialogue  (even  though 
both  claim  to  be  Christian!),  because 
their  positions  have  been  "politicized" 
by  their  ties  to  a  particular  political 
viewpoint. 

The  challenge  the  Logans  face  is  to 
maintain  a  ministry  to  both  political 
groups.  This  is  not  a  "safe"  approach, 
because  the  government  might  view 
their  visits  to  leftist  guerrillas  in 
prison  as  sympathizing  with  their 
cause.  On  the  other  hand,  their  pre- 
sentation of  the  way  of  Christ  as 
superior  to  the  way  of  Marx  does  not 
particularly  endear  them  to  those  sup- 
porting leftist  ideology.  But  because 
the  call  of  Christ  supercedes  any  polit- 
ical considerations,  they  feel  a  need  to 
minister  to  all  and  to  speak  to  all  in 
Christ's  name. 

Now  let  me  apply  these  same  two 
principles  to  Nicaragua.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  America  has  some  serious 
historical  sins  regarding  Nicaragua, 
that  there  have  been  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  the  Contras,  and  that  there 
are  Christians  who  solidly  support  the 
Sandinista  government.  But  I  also 
have  no  doubt  that  Marxist-Leninist 
ideology  is  firmly  rooted  in  the  San- 
dinista government,  that  atrocities 
have  been  committed  by  this  govern- 
ment, and  that  there  are  Christians  in 
Nicaragua  who  strongly  oppose  the 
Sandinistas. 


By  Dale  R.  Stoffer 

From  a  purely  political  standpoint, 
both  the  United  States  government 
and  the  Sandinista  government  have 
legitimate  causes  for  their  respective 
positions.  The  problem  arises  when 
Christians  enter  into  the  debate  on 
this  political  level  alone.  The  political 
polarization  ends  up  polarizing  the 
church  as  well,  so  that  the  church 
loses  any  effective  voice.  Nothing,  ab- 
solutely nothing,  is  gained  from  a 
Christian  perspective  when  this 
polarization  affects  the  church. 

If  the  church  is  to  play  an  effective 
role  in  Nicaragua,  it  must  retain  its 
prophetic  distance  from  the  political 
agendas  of  the  left  and  right.  Not  to  do 
so  traps  the  church  in  the  polarizing 
agendas  of  these  two  extremes.  (The 
polarized  situation  in  Nicaragua  ac- 
counts for  the  constant  barrage  of  con- 
flicting reports  that  one  receives  even 
in  evangelical  circles.) 

Only  as  the  religious  left  recognizes 
the  evil  inherent  in  Marxist-Leninist 
ideology;  only  as  it  is  willing  to  bring 
criticism  to  bear  on  the  Sandinista 
government  for  its  abuses;  only  as  it  is 
willing  to  uphold  the  rights  of  Chris- 
tians who  are  being  persecuted  by  the 
Sandinista  government  as  well  as  of 
those  who  support  it;  only  then  can 
there  be  constructive  dialogue  which 
can  begin  to  break  down  the  misinfor- 
mation and  the  extreme  positons. 

Only  as  the  religious  right  comes  to 
recognize  the  economic  and  social 
plight  of  the  people  of  Nicaragua  that 
gave  rise  to  the  revolution  in  the  first 
place;  only  as  it  is  willing  to  pursue  a 
course  of  reconciliation  rather  than 
confrontation  throught  the  Contras; 
only  as  it  seeks  honest  dialogue  with 
all  Christians  in  Nicaragua;  only  then 
will  a  truly  Christian  agenda  of  faith, 
hope,  and  love  be  realized  in 
Nicaragua. 

It  may  be  asked  whether  Christians 
can  realistically  make  any  difference 
in  the  situation  in  Nicaragua.  They 
will  make  absolutely  no  difference  if 
they  approach  the  issue  from  a  purely 
political  viewpoint,  where  confronta- 
tion and  the  force  of  arms  rule.  If, 
(continued  on  page  18) 
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HolyLand  Feature 


Wildlife  Refuge  Protects  Bible  Animals 

By  Bill  Clark 


Mt.  Carmel,  Haifa  —  Atop  this  bibli- 
cal mountain  in  Israel's  north,  approx- 
imately 2,000  acres  of  rugged  forest 
accommodate  and  protect  a  growing 
population  of  rare,  once  indigenous 
wildlife  species. 

The  conservation  center  is  known  as 
Hai-Bar  Carmel  (in  Hebrew,  Hai-Bar 
means  wildlife).  During  the  past  ten 
years,  nearly  extinct  species  of  biblical 
animals  have  been  brought  here  for 
protection  and  restoration. 

Among  the  creatures  now  found  at 
Hai-Bar  Carmel  are  the  mountain 
gazelle  (Hebrew  zvi),  and  the  roe  deer 
(Hebrew  ayyal).  Here,  one  will  also 
find  the  frighteningly  endangered 
Mesopotamian  fallow  deer  (Hebrew 
yachmur)  —  and  this  is  the  only  place 
it  can  be  seen  in  nature  outside  of 
Iran.  These  forests  are  also  home  to 
the  wild  goat  (Hebrew  ez-bar),  which 
is  considered  the  ancestor  of  our  common 
domestic  goat,  as  well  as  two  species 
of  wild  sheep  (Hebrew  keves-bar). 

The  whole  operation  is  tended  by 
Salah  Makladay,  a  member  of  the  Is- 
raeli Druze  community.  Each  morn- 
ing, shortly  after  sunrise,  Salah  rum- 
bles into  the  reserve  in  his  open  green 
Jeep  from  his  home  in  nearby  Daliat 
el  Carmel  and  begins  his  daily  chores. 

While  the  animals  are  encouraged 
to  browse  in  the  forest,  Salah  also 
brings  them  high  quality  hay  and  food 
concentrates  to  ensure  good  nutrition. 
As  wildlife  biologists  know  very  well, 


proper  diet  is  critical  for  health  and 
optimum  reproduction  —  and  that's 
precisely  the  aim  of  the  Hai-Bar  pro- 
ject. 

Breakfast  for  the  animals  is  a  nota- 
ble event  because  of  Salah's  warm  rap- 
port with  them.  Hefting  a  bale  of  al- 
falfa hay  on  his  shoulder,  he'll  walk  to 
a  clearing  in  the  forest  and  whistle 
softly.  Slowly  the  animals  will  step 
from  behind  their  cover  and  walk 
cautiously  toward  the  wildlife  warden. 

As  Salah  spreads  the  hay  upon  the 
forest  floor,  a  gazelle  will  trot  onto  the 
scene.  In  a  moment,  one  of  the  roe 
deer  will  approach  as  light  of  foot  as 
Asahel  (II  Samuel  2:18)  and  start 
nibbling  barely  arm's  length  from 
him.  Others  gradually  drift  in  from 
the  dark  depths  of  the  forest  and  share 
in  the  repast,  just  as  if  they  were  ful- 
filling Isaiah's  prophecy  of  peace. 

One  particularly  charming  young 
wild  sheep,  a  female,  approaches 
Salah  for  a  brief  pat  on  the  head. 
Somehow,  this  creature  wants  the  re- 
assuring hand  of  friendship  each  day. 

In  a  far  corner,  Salah  has  built  a 
special  compound  for  two  young  ga- 
zelles that  he  has  been  hand-rearing. 
Orphaned,  the  animals  were  brought 
to  Salah,  who  accepted  them  as  foster 
children.  And  just  like  human  infants, 
these  youngsters  can  place  many  de- 
mands on  a  man  —  from  all  the  cares 
about  health  and  well-being,  to  that 
insistent  bleating  at  2  a.m.  when  a 
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Gazelles  drink  at  a  stream  in  the  hills  of  northern  Israel. 
January  1987 


Photo  by  Gail  Rubin. 


Photo  by  Richard  Nowltz. 

Game  warden  Salah  Makladay  lov- 
ingly holds  a  baby  mountain  gazelle. 

warm  bottle  of  milk  must  be  prepared. 
Most  of  the  animals  here  are  new 
immigrants  to  Israel.  Although  their 
ancestors  lived  upon  these  very  moun- 
tains during  the  times  of  David  and 
Solomon,  the  hazards  of  history  drove 
later  generations  away  to  remote 
parts  of  the  Middle  East.  The  wild 
sheep  had  to  be  brought  all  the  way 
from  a  German  zoo.  The  fallow  deer 
came  from  an  Iranian  reserve  during 
the  reign  of  the  late  Shah,  and  the  roe 
deer  arrived  through  the  personal  ef- 
forts of  Prince  Bernard  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 

Illustrating  the  Bible 

With  the  return  of  these  animals,  it 
again  becomes  possible  to  study  them 
and  to  appreciate  the  rich  literary  lan- 
guage of  the  Scriptures. 

For  example,  contemplate  the  words 
of  Solomon  when  he  said  of  the  mar- 
ried woman,  "Let  her  be  as  the  loving 
hind  and  pleasant  roe  .  .  ."  (Prov  5:19). 
The  phrase  becomes  much  more  pow- 
erful after  one  has  lingered  for  a  while 
on  Mount  Carmel  and  observed  the  be- 
havior of  the  female  roe  deer.  She  is  a 
gentle  creature,  shy,  devoted  to  her 
fawn,  and  she  will  not  be  tempted  into 
a  reckless  adventure. 

(continued  on  page  19) 
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UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Treasurer  Ann 
Holt  and  Moderator 
James  Randall 
burn  the  Elkhart 
mortgage,  as  Pastor 
Daniel  Gray  and 
Ministry  of  Prop- 
erty Chairman 
Ivan  Eash  look  on. 


Elkhart  Church  Burns  Mortgage 
On  Building  Completed  in  1985 


Elkhart,  Ind.  —  Just  one  year  and 
five  months  after  dedicating  their  new 
building,  members  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Elkhart,  on  November 
2,  1986,  burned  the  mortgage  on  that 
building. 
The  new  facility,  dedicated  June  9, 


1985,  was  paid  for  in  part  with  money 
received  from  the  sale  of  the  congrega- 
tion's former  building.  But  a  $50,000 
mortgage  remained. 

This  mortgage  was  paid  off  ten 
years  early  with  gifts  and  pledge  pay- 
ments   from    members    of   the    con- 


Fairless  Hills-Levittown  Church  Honors 
Pastor  and  Wife  on  Their  40th  Anniversary 


Levittown,  Pa.  —  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C. 
William  Cole  celebrated  their  40th 
wedding  anniversary  September  20  by 
reaffirming  their  marriage  vows  in  a 
ceremony  performed  by  their  son,  Rev. 
Stephen  Cole. 

Following  the  ceremony,  the  Coles 
were  honored  at  a  reception  hosted  by 
the  ladies  of  the  Fairless  Hills-Levit- 
town Brethren  Church,  of  which  Rev. 
Cole  is  pastor. 

The  Coles  had  asked  the  women  of 
the  church  only  to  serve  the  reception. 

Peace  Points  of  View 

(continued  from  page  1 7) 
however,  Christians  in  both  America 
and  Nicaragua  hold  tenaciously  to  a 
Christian  perspective  of  reconciliation 
and  dialogue,  we  might  see  some  posi- 
tive progress.  And  even  if  no  dramatic 
changes  are  made  in  the  situation 
by  Christians  acting  according  to  the 
self-denying  and  otherworldly  values 
of  Christ,  as  least  their  efforts  will 
bear  testimony  to  the  Lord  of  the  uni- 
verse rather  than  to  man's  inability  to 
resolve  differences  except  by  the  poli- 
tics of  power.  [t] 


But  shortly  before  the  day  of  the  cele- 
bration, they  were  told  that  the  ladies 
were  "taking  over." 
The  Coles  were  both  surprised  and 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cole  cut  the  wedding 
cake  provided  by  the  women  of  the  Fair- 
less  Hills-Levittown  Church. 


gregation,  Sunday  school  classes,  the 
W.M.S.,  and  the  men's  organization, 
and  with  money  received  from  the  sale 
of  the  parsonage  last  August. 

The  mortgage-burning  ceremony 
was  held  during  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  hour  on  November  2,  which 
was  also  the  Homecoming  service  for 
the  Elkhart  Church.  During  the  wor- 
ship service,  Pastor  Daniel  Gray 
praised  the  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion for  their  hard  work  of  love  and 
commitment  in  paying  off  the 
mortgage.  He  also  challenged  them 
not  to  rest  on  their  accomplishments, 
but  to  continue  looking  to  the  future. 

Each  member  present  received  a 
drawing  showing  planned  future  ex- 
pansion of  the  building.  The  first  area 
of  growth  will  be  an  education  wing 
for  more  Sunday  school  classrooms. 
The  second  is  a  fellowship  hall.  And 
the  third  is  a  larger  sanctuary.  The 
pastor  challenged  the  congregation  to 
start  preparing  now  for  the  future  ex- 
pansion by  setting  1989,  the  church's 
100th  anniversary,  as  the  target  date. 
—  reported  by  James  Randall,  Jr., 

moderator 

elated  when  they  entered  the  fellow- 
ship hall  and  found  that  the  women 
had  it  all  decorated  —  in  red  and 
white.  The  women  also  provided  a 
wedding  cake  for  the  occasion  and  pre- 
sented monetary  gifts  to  the  Coles. 

Mrs.  Cole  was  pleased  to  discover 
that  she  could  easily  wear  her  original 
wedding  dress  —  since  she  now  weighs 
four  pounds  less  than  forty  years  ago. 
As  for  Pastor  Cole,  he's  not  talking. 

The  Coles'  son,  Stephen,  who  per- 
formed the  reaffirmation  marriage 
ceremony,  is  also  a  Brethren  pastor, 
serving  the  Newark,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church. 

Pastors'  Conference  Scheduled 
For  May  5-7  in  Indianapolis 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  1987  Brethren 
Pastors'  Conference  is  scheduled  to  be 
held  May  5-7  at  Marten  House  (hotel) 
in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Cost  for  the  conference  will  be 
$195.00  per  person,  which  includes 
lodging  for  two  nights,  meals  from 
Tuesday  evening  through  Thursday 
noon,  and  program  expenses. 

The  speaker  for  the  conference  is  yet 
to  be  announced.  The  pastors  of  the  In- 
diana District  are  in  charge  of  pro- 
gram and  arrangements. 
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Brethren  at  Pleasant  Hill  Honor 
Oldest  Member  at  Harvest  Dinner 


Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio  —  The  annual 
Harvest  Dinner  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Pleasant  Hill,  held 
November  2,  had  a  special  feature  this 
year,  for  it  was  also  the  occasion  to 
honor  the  church's  oldest  member, 
Earl  Robbins,  on  his  100th  year. 

Robbins  turned  100  in  May,  and  the 
church  had  planned  to  honor  him  at 
that  time.  That  celebration  was  can- 
celed, however,  because  Mr.  Robbins 
was  ill. 

Born  May  13,  1886,  on  a  farm  two 

HolyLand  Feature 

(continued  from  page  1 7) 
Or  consider  another  remark  of  that 
wise  king,  "Deliver  thyself  as  a  ga- 
zelle from  the  hand  of  the  hunter  ..." 
(Prov.  6:5).  One  who  has  seen  moun- 
tain gazelles  on  the  Carmel  knows 
that  the  gazelle  has  two  means  of  sav- 
ing itself.  First,  it  will  stand  perfectly 
still,  ever  alert,  blending  into  the 
shadows  of  the  forest.  But  then,  if  it  is 
discovered,  it  bolts  away  into  the 
brush  with  a  light  springing  of  its  four 
feet  together,  bounding  zig-zag 
through  the  brambles  and  leaping 
gracefully  into  the  safety  of  the 
shadows. 

While  the  reserve  is  not  yet  open 
to  the  general  public  —  masses  of 
tourists  would  tend  to  upset  the  tran- 
quility, as  well  as  the  success  of  the 
breeding  program  —  occasional  guests 
are  permitted  in.  Often  enough,  these 
include  professors  from  nearby  Haifa 
University,  who  are  interested  in 
studying  the  rare  biblical  animals. 
Also  frequently  found  in  the  reserve 
are  a  dozen  local  high  school  students 
who  volunteer  to  help  Salah  with  his 
chores. 

A  good  portion  of  the  project's  costs 
is  borne  voluntarily  by  Israeli  conser- 
vationists. Some  American  colleagues 
have  helped  as  well,  through  the  New 
York-based  Holy  Land  Conservation 
Fund,  an  organization  of  Christians 
and  Jews  who  want  to  see  biblical 
animals  returned  to  the  land  of  the 
Bible.  [t] 

Serious  trouble  comes  when  the  New 
Year's  resolutions  collide  with  the  old 
year's  habits. 

Many  Americans  no  longer  celebrate 
the  arrival  of  the  New  Year  —  they  cele- 
brate the  survival  of  the  old  year. 

—  Pulpit  Helps 


miles  west  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Robbins 
was  a  farmer  himself  for  much  of  his 
life.  He  began  attending  the  Pleasant 
Hill  First  Brethren  Church  in  the  late 
1920's,  and  became  a  member  in  1932. 
He  served  the  church  in  several 
capacities,  including  as  a  deacon,  and 
remained  faithful  to  the  Lord  through- 
out his  life. 


In  addition  to  the  special  recogni- 
tion for  Mr.  Robbins,  the  Harvest  Din- 
ner included  a  meal  featuring  ham 
and  turkey,  and  a  play,  "Patty  Thinks 
Pink,"  presented  by  the  Senior  High 
Youth  Group.  The  theme  for  the  din- 
ner was  "Harvest  of  God's  Goodness." 
Three  days  after  the  dinner  (on 
November  5),  Mr.  Robbins  went  to  be 
with  the  Lord.  The  Pleasant  Hill 
Church  family  is  thankful  that  they 
were  able  to  have  this  time  of  celebra- 
tion with  him  before  his  passing. 
—  reported  by  Betty  J.  Shellenberger 


AC  Choir  to  Tour  Europe; 
Tour  Open  to  Others  Also 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  Ashland  Col- 
lege Choir  is  planning  a  European 
concert  tour  for  May  12-June  1,  1987. 

The  tour  is  also  open  to  other  per- 
sons who  might  wish  to  accompany 
the  choir  on  this  visit  to  Europe. 

The  choir  will  depart  from  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  Tuesday,  May  12,  and  visit 
London,  Paris,  Strasbourg,  Lucerne, 
Milan,  Florence,  Venice,  Seefeld,  In- 
nsbruck, Munich,  and  Rothenburg. 


Cost  of  the  tour  is  $1,988  per  person, 
which  includes  air  transportation  via 
regularly  scheduled  flights,  all  trans- 
portation in  Europe,  19  nights  lodging 
in  Europe  (twin  rooms),  continental 
breakfast  and  table  d'hote  dinner 
daily,  guided  tours  of  nine  European 
cities,  and  admissions  and/or  visits 
to  numerous  tourist  attractions  in 
Europe. 

Persons  desiring  more  information 
about  the  tour  may  contact  Dr.  Donald 
Rinehart,  School  of  Arts  and  Hu- 
manities, Ashland  College,  Ashland, 
OH  44805  (phone  419-289-4142). 


A  LOW  FLAME  BURNING 
INTENSIFYING  THE  FLAME 


NATIONAL  FORUM 

ON  THE 

FUTURE  OF 

THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

April  7,  1987 

Columbus,  Ohio 
11:30  a.m. —  5:00  p.m. 

Details  below 


This  NATIONAL  FORUM  ON  THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  BRETHREN 
CHURCH  is  open  to  anyone  who  has  an  interest  in  the  future  of  our 
church.  We  will  eat  together  at  1 1 :30  a.m.,  then  talk  about  our  future  until 
dismissal  time  at  5:00  p.m. 

When  we  determine  the  number  coming,  we  can  then  arrange  for  the 
meeting  room. 

It  is  an  AD  HOC  meeting  with  no  formal  agenda  and  no  hidden  agenda. 
Sponsored  by  The  Brethren  Church,  Charles  Munson  will  be  the  convener. 
If  you  plan  to  attend,  send  a  "yes"  postcard  to  Charles  Munson,  910  Center 
Street,  Ashland,  Ohio,  44805,  telling  how  many.  Local  congregations  might 
help  financially  those  who  want  to  attend.  The  only  cost  will  be  for  the  meal 
and  transportation. 

INTENSIFYING  THE  FLAME.  "That  every  possible  means  for  the  conver- 
sion of  souls  should  be  put  forth  at  all  times  and  under  every  cir- 
cumstance." So  said  Henry  Holsinger  and  the  early  leaders  of  our  church. 

In  principle  that  declaration  still  stands,  but  in  practice  one  could  question 
whether  it  is  operative  for  us  today.  Whole  congregations  must  be 
concerned  about  this  Gospel  mandate. 
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UPDATE 


Guidelines  Presented  for  Sending 
News  Reports  to  the  Evangelist 


News  reports  from  local  congrega- 
tions and  about  Brethren  people  make 
up  an  important  part  of  the  Evangel- 
ist. In  fact,  the  "Update"  section  in 
which  these  reports  are  printed  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  parts  of  the 
magazine. 

In  order  to  inform  EVANGELIST  read- 
ers of  the  policy  for  the  news  section 
of  the  magazine,  and  in  order  to  en- 
courage more  reporting  from  local 
churches  and  to  provide  suggestions 
for  making  such  reports,  the  following 
guidelines  are  presented. 

What  should  be  reported? 

Send  reports  of  the  special  events 
in  the  life  of  your  congregation  — 
groundbreaking,  dedication  of  a  new 
building  or  addition,  remodeling, 
mortgage  burning,  or  a  major  mile- 
stone such  as  a  25th,  50th,  75th  or 
100th  anniversary  celebration.  In  ad- 
dition, share  accounts  of  unusual 
events  in  your  congregation  —  a  pro- 
gram or  activity  that  was  out  of  the 
ordinary. 

And  don't  overlook  the  extraordi- 
nary in  the  ordinary.  For  example,  va- 
cation Bible  schools  and  revival  serv- 
ices are  not  usually  particularly  news- 
worthy, since  nearly  every  church  has 
them.  But  if  your  VBS  is  twice  as  big 
as  ever  before  or  your  evangelistic 
services  result  in  dozens  of  decisions 
and  rededications,  then  these  events 


35,000  JOBS 

at  your  fingertips! 

Let  Intercristo's 

Christian 

Placement  Network 

match  your  skills, 

education  and  experience 

with  over  35,000  current  openings 

in  Christian  organizations.  You 

can  find  a  job  with  mission  and 

meaning.  Call  or  write  today1 

free  1-800-426-1342 

Alaska,  Hawaii,  Washington  and 
Canada  call  (206)  546-7330 


r-a    Intercristo 

-■"     I  hi'  (  .iri-i-r  and  Human  Re 
I   k^^g    19303  Fremont  Avenue  North 


■  Specialists 


Seattle,  Washington  98133 


Njiiv 


I 

I  Address 

I  City 

■  Publication. 


take  on  added  interest. 

Special  honors  to  members  of  your 
congregation  are  also  good  news 
items.  This  could  be  recognition  from 
the  congregation  or  from  the  commu- 
nity or  some  community  organization. 
Included  in  this  category  would  be  the 
ordination  or  retirement  of  a  pastor. 

News  stories  about  your  congrega- 
tion or  one  or  more  of  its  members 
that  appear  in  local  newspapers  can 
also  be  used  in  the  Evangelist.  Most 
newspapers  are  quite  willing  to  grant 
reprint  permission. 

Finally,  concerning  what  should  be 
reported,  two  principles  should  be  kept 
in  mind.  The  first  is  the  principle  of 
the  Golden  Rule.  Ask  yourself,  "Would 
I  be  interested  in  reading  about  this 
event  if  it  happened  in  another  Breth- 
ren church?"  If  the  answer  is  "No," 
then  others  probably  won't  be  in- 
terested in  reading  about  it  from  your 
church. 

The  other  principle  is,  "If  in  doubt, 
send  a  report."  If  the  editor  doesn't 
think  the  news  item  has  general  in- 
terest, he  probably  won't  use  it. 

How  to  report  news  items 

Activities  should  be  reported 
promptly  —  whenever  possible  within 
a  week  after  they  occur.  The  report 
should  be  written  while  the  excite- 
ment remains  and  the  details  are  still 
fresh.  In  addition,  news  events  need  to 
be  reported  promptly  so  that  they  can 
be  printed  in  the  Evangelist  as  soon 
as  possible.  Waiting  several  weeks  be- 
fore sending  a  report  may  add  another 
month  before  the  report  can  appear  in 
the  magazine. 

News  reports  should  also  give  the 


details.  What  happened?  When? 
Where?  Who  was  involved  (was  hon- 
ored, attended,  etc.)?  Why  did  it  hap- 
pen? How  many  attended?  If  a  new 
building  or  addition  was  dedicated, 
how  big  is  it?  How  much  did  it  cost? 
How  long  did  it  take  to  build?  The 
more  details  the  better.  If  some  facts 
seem  unimportant,  the  editor  will 
omit  them. 

Furthermore,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
prepare  a  polished  report  of  the  event. 
Just  send  the  information  (and  a  copy 
of  the  program  if  available),  and  the 
editor  will  prepare  the  story  for  publi- 
cation. 

Pictures  should  also  be  sent 
whenever  available.  While  black  and 
white  pictures  are  preferred,  color 
photographs  are  usable  if  of  good  qual- 
ity (in  focus,  not  too  dark,  plenty  of 
contrast). 

Here  are  some  suggestions  for  good 
pictures:  Move  in  close  so  that  the  sub- 
ject (church  building,  group  of  people, 
whatever)  fills  the  viewfinder.  Cap- 
ture the  action  (people  talking  rather 
than  looking  at  the  camera;  a  person 
being  handed  an  award  rather  than 
posed  with  the  award  in  hand).  Keep 
it  simple,  with  one  center  of  interest 
and  a  minimum  of  confusing  fore- 
ground or  background  detail. 

Identify  the  people  in  the  picture 
(but  don't  write  on  the  back  of  the 
photograph;  put  the  information  on  a 
piece  of  paper  and  tape  it  to  the  back 
of  the  picture).  Also  send  the  name  of 
the  photographer.  All  photographs 
will  be  returned. 

The  above  is  a  summary  of  the 
guidelines  for  reporting  news  items 
and  sending  photographs  to  the  EVAN- 
GELIST. To  receive  additional  informa- 
tion and  to  obtain  forms  that  can  be 
used  in  reporting  news  events,  write 
to  The  Brethren  Evangelist,  524  Col- 
lege Avenue,  Ashland,  OH  44805. 


-Zip. 
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Ashland  Names  Jan  Rinehart 
City's  Teacher  of  the  Year 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Jan  Rinehart,  a 
member  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church,  was  named  in  De- 
cember as  Ashland  City  Schools' 
Teacher  of  the  Year. 

Mrs.  Rinehart,  currently  a  third- 
grade  teacher  at  Grant  Street  School 
in  Ashland,  has  21  years  of  teaching 
experience,  including  two  years  in  the 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  Public  Schools;  one  year 
in  the  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Schools; 
and  18  years  in  Ashland.  She  has  also 
taught  kindergarten  and  sixth  grade. 

The  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Ray 


Klingensmith  of  Ashland,  Mrs. 
Rinehart  earned  both  her  bachelor's 
and  master's  degrees  from  Ashland 
College. 

Jan  is  married  to  Dr.  Donald  Rine- 
hart dean  of  he  Ashland  College 
School  of  Arts  and  Humanities.  The 
Rineharts  have  three  children  —  Me- 
lissa, married  and  living  in  Chicago; 
Melinda,  a  sophomore  at  AC;  and  Todd, 
a  junior  at  Ashland  High  School. 

Making  an  open  stand  against  all  the 
ungodliness  and  unrighteousness,  which 
overspreads  our  land  as  a  flood,  is  one  of 
the  noblest  ways  of  confessing  Christ  in 
the  face  of  his  enemies. 

—  John  Wesley 
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Rev.  Kenneth  Solomon:  Serving  the  Needs 
Of  His  Spanish-Speaking  Congregation 


The  following  article,  written  by  Pam 
Daniel,  appeared  in  the  December  1986 
issue  of  the  Sarasota,  Fla.,  Clubhouse 
magazine,  and  is  reprinted  here  by  per- 
mission. This  article  was  one  section  of  a 
five-part  article  entitled  "Local  Heroes," 
which  told  about  five  people  in  the 
Sarasota  area  who  are  "making  a  differ- 
ence" with  their  lives. 

WIEN  Kenneth  Solomon  left  28 
years  of  missionary  work  in 
South  America  to  come  to  Sarasota's 
First  Brethren  Church,  he  assumed 
that  meeting  the  spiritual  needs  of  his 
Spanish-speaking  congregation  would 
be  his  mission.  "But  I  learned  that 
here,  maybe  even  more  than  abroad,  I 
had  to  reach  all  the  needs  of  man," 
says  Solomon. 

Solomon  came  to  the  church  after 
his  son  married  the  daughter  of  First 
Brethren's  pastor.  The  young  couple 
began  working  with  migrant  children 
but  found  the  parents  hard  to  reach. 
So  in  1981  the  church  asked  Solomon 
and  his  wife  to  start  a  home  mission 
aimed  at  the  Spanish-speaking  com- 
munity. 

Solomon's  congregation  now  in- 
cludes Mexicans,  Bolivians,  Peru- 
vians, exiles  from  Nicaragua  and 
Cuba,  migrant  workers  from  many 
countries,  and  about  45  minor-league 
ball  players. 

"It's  a  struggle  for  these  people," 
explains  Solomon.  "Many  are  newcom- 
ers and  they  have  to  make  so  many 
changes  it  becomes  overwhelming  at 
times."  English  is  a  problem  not  only 
for  newcomers  but  also  for  old  people 
who  find  they  can't  communicate  with 
their  English-speaking  grandchildren 
and  for  U.S. -born  migrant  workers 
who  never  learned  fluent  English.  Al- 
though migrant  housing  and  health 
care  is  better  here  than  in  many 
areas,  alcoholism,  broken  families  and 
drug  use  are  big  problems  in  the 
camps. 

A  quiet  man  with  an  air  of  deep 
serenity,  Solomon  seems  to  address 
nearly  every  problem  he  sees.  When 
migrants  hesitated  to  come  to  services 
in  town,  he  began  holding  regular 
services  at  the  camps.  To  overcome 
their  isolation,  he's  made  the  church  a 
social  center  with  fellowship  meals, 
religious  films  and  native  musical 
services. 

The  church  has  a  well-stocked  food 
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Rev.  Kenneth  Solomon  (at  left,  seated)  and  his  wife,  Jeanette  (at  right),  with  some 
of  the  Spanish-speaking  ball  players  to  whom  they  minister. 


and  clothing  closet,  and  transients  are 
likely  to  find  a  bed  on  the  church  sofa 
and  a  shower  at  Solomon's  house.  He 
holds  pre-game  services  for  the  ball 
players  and  picks  them  up  in  a  van  for 
church.  He  takes  the  sick  to  the  clinic, 
often  waiting  long  hours  to  act  as  in- 
terpreter, and  serves  as  intermediary 
between  the  needy  and  community 
agencies. 

A  one-man  employment  agency,  he's 
constantly  placing  newcomers  in  jobs, 
even  taking  many  to  and  from  work  in 
a  church  van.  He  knows  every  family 
in  his  congregation  and  what  their  fi- 
nancial situation  is.  Every  week  he 
delivers  several  hundred  loaves  of 
bread  to  families  and,  characteristi- 
cally, to  a  nursing  home  and  day-care 
center  that  have  nothing  to  do  with 
his  congregation,  but  that  he  knows 
are  in  need.  Lately  he's  even  been 
picking  up  a  preschooler  every  after- 
noon and  driving  him  to  a  babysitter 
so  his  mother  can  keep  her  job. 

Hard  as  the  work  is,  Solomon  says 
the  rewards  are  immense.  "Jesus  said 
it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive, and  it  is." 

He's  seen  "inspiring  and  amazing" 
examples  of  courage  in  his  congrega- 
tion, and  he  has  come  to  believe  that 
there's  great  good  in  even  the  most 
dissolute  people. 

Solomon  loves  his  congregation  and 
he  respects  them.  "We  have  the  idea 
that  migrants  are  lazy,"  says  Solomon. 
"But    they're    harder    working    than 


most  North  Americans.  They  love  the 
out-of-door,  sociable  life  of  the  fields 
and  they  take  great  pride  in  their 
work.  They  put  the  emphasis  not  on 
acquiring  but  on  living." 

Editor's  note:  Rev.  Solomon  underwent 
triple-bypass  heart  surgery  on  December 
3.  As  of  this  writing,  he  is  making  a 
rapid  recovery.  The  Hispanic  congrega- 
tion he  pastors  is  celebrating  its  seventh 
anniversary  this  month  (January). 

Helen        M. 
Jordan,  a 

member  for  75 
years  of  the 
Waterloo, 
Iowa,  First 
Brethren 
Church,  cele- 
brated her 
90th  birthday 
with  an  open 
house  on  Sun- 
day, November 
16.  The  open  house,  hosted  by  her 
adopted  son  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Stultz,  was  held  in  the  First 
Brethren  Church  building.  During  her 
75  years  as  a  member,  Mrs.  Jordan 
served  her  church  as  a  Sunday  school 
teacher  and  superintendent,  several  times 
as  WMS  president,  and  as  a  choir  mem- 
ber. She  was  also  the  first  woman  mem- 
ber of  the  Ashland  College  Board  of 
Trustees  and  served  as  secretary  of  the 

national  WMS.  Photo  by  Kenneth  Stultz. 
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From 
The 


Grape 
Vine 

Rev.  James  Sluss  will  be  installed 
as  the  new  pastor  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Roanoke,  Ind.,  on  Sun- 
day, January  25.  Rev.  M.  Virgil  In- 
graham  has  been  serving  as  interim 
pastor  of  the  congregation  for  the  past 
couple  of  months. 

Ron  Pinsenschaum,  a  member  of 
the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  was  named  State  Soccer 
Coach  of  the  Year  in  1986,  and  also 
(along  with  another  coach)  City  of 
Dayton  Coach  of  the  Year. 

The  Bloomingdale  Community 
(Brethren)  Church  of  Valrico,  Fla., 
joined  with  other  community  churches 
November  8  in  a  "Gospel  Music  Fest." 
The  "Fest"  included  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  and  a  five-minute  ser- 
mon by  the  pastor  of  each  church,  in- 
cluding Bloomingdale  pastor  Charles 
Ankney.  The  purpose  of  the  event  was 
to  "win  souls  for  Christ."  The  youth  of 
the  Bloomingdale  Church  sold  refresh- 
ments at  the  "Fest"  in  order  to  raise 
money  for  a  youth  ministry. 

Remodeling  work  began  December  8 
on  transforming  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing Company  building  into  a  Breth- 
ren Church  Denominational  Head- 
quarters. By  the  end  of  December 
new  windows  had  been  installed  and 
much  of  the  interior  of  the  main  floor 
had  been  gutted  in  preparation  for 
construction  of  the  new  offices.  The 
work  is  progressing  rapidly  and  the 
main  floor  should  be  completed  by 
around  the  end  of  February. 

The  Carmel,  Ind.,  Brethren 
Church  has  received  final  approval 
for  its  building  plans  from  the  Carmel 
Planning  Commission  and  also  the 
special  approval  from  the  Carmel 
Board  of  Zoning  Appeals  which  is 
necessary  to  construct  a  church  build- 
ing. A  groundbreaking  service  for  the 
new  building  is  planned  for  spring. 

Attorney  General  Edwin  Meese, 
Senator  Mark  Hatfield,  Senate  Chap- 
lain Richard  Halverson,  and  possible 
presidential  candidate  Pat  Robertson 
will  present  addresses  at  the  45th  An- 


nual Convention  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  to  be 

held  March  3-5  at  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  Other 
highlights  will  include  a  message  by 
Tony  Compolo  at  the  World  Relief 
Luncheon,  addresses  by  evangelists 
Howard  Jones  and  Ravi  Zacharias,  a 
Point/Counterpoint  session  on  capital 
punishment,  and  a  debate  pitting 
"People  for  the  American  Way"  Chair- 
man John  H.  Buchanan  against  Forest 
D.  Montgomery,  counsel  for  NAE's  Of- 
fice of  Public  Affairs. 

Rui-Juan  Xiu,  China's  Woman  of 
the  Year  for  1986,  is  an  avowed 
Christian.  Professor  Xiu,  a  world- 
renowned  scientist,  directs  a  micro-cir- 
culation center,  serves  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Chinese  academy  for  medi- 
cal science,  and  participates  on  an 
advisory   committee   to   the   Chinese 


People's  Congress.  "I  have  never  de- 
nied my  faith  or  my  background,"  she 
said,  "a  fact  that  has  caused  many  dif- 
ficult moments  and  suffering.  Now  the 
difficult  times  are  over,  and  we  thank 
God  for  freedom  and  for  our  country's 
openness  to  the  world."  (From  "Mis- 
sionary News  Service,"  December  1, 
1986.) 

Israeli  scientists  have  developed 
an  optical  fiber  capable  of  transmit- 
ting a  high  intensity  laser  beam  that 
removes  arterial  plaque  that  some- 
times leads  to  heart  attacks.  The  fiber 
is  placed  in  a  catheter,  inserted  into  a 
diseased  artery,  then  slid  along  the 
path  of  the  artery  to  the  point  of  block- 
age. There  it  transmits  a  high  inten- 
sity laser  beam  that  literally  vaporizes 
the  obstruction.  This  technique  may 
make  heart  bypass  surgery  a  thing  of 
the  past. 


In  Memory 

Edith  Rebecca  Hostetler,  88,  December 
14.  Member  of  the  Second  Brethren  Church 
of  Johnstown.  Services  by  Don  Wagstaff, 
pastor. 

Goldie  A.  (Young)  Kramer,  84,  December 
1 1 .  Longtime  member  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Roanoke.  Services  by  M.  Virgil 
Ingraham,  interim  pastor. 
Othel  Myer,  88,  December  2.  Member  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Flora  and 
resident  of  the  Brethren's  Home  of  Flora. 
Services  by  Rev.  Gerald  Zook. 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Hinkle,  85,  November  18. 
Member  since  1929  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  Ronald  W.  Waters, 
pastor,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Geiman. 
Charles  F.  Stednitz,  Sr.,  94,  November 
14.  Member  of  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  Falls  City.  Services  by  James  Thomas, 
pastor. 

Mary  E.  Shafer,  86,  November  7.  Member 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Falls  City. 
Services  by  James  Thomas,  pastor. 
J.  Earl  Robbins,  100,  November  5. 
Member  since  1932  and  deacon  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Pleasant  Hill.  Services 
by  Robert  Westfall,  pastor. 
F.  Harold  Babcock,  86,  November  3. 
Member  and  organist  of  the  Washington 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  John  B. 
Mills,  pastor. 

M.  Phyllis  Zimmerman,  October  27. 
Charter  member  of  the  Washington  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  in  Saxton,  Pa. 
John  R.  Burner,  83,  October  12.  Member 
for  more  than  55  years  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Pittsburgh.  Services  by  Nor- 
man D.  Long,  pastor. 

Edna  Wilson  Dils,  80,  September  6.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church. 
James  Makepiece,  78,  August  27.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church. 

More  important  than  length  of  life  is  how 
we  spend  each  day. 


Goldenaires 

Emory  and  Jeanetta  Shifflett,  55th,  De- 
cember 24.  Members  of  the  Mt.  Olive 
Brethren  Church. 

Herrell  and  Marie  Waters,  60th,  De- 
cember 24.  Members  of  the  Loree  Brethren 
Church. 

Ezra  and  Mary  Neer,  50th,  November  14. 
Members  of  the  Gretna  Brethren  Church. 
Andy  and  Lenora  BJumer,  50th,  Sep- 
tember 12.  Members  of  the  Milledgeville 
Brethren  Church. 

Weddings 

Stephanie    Fellows    to    Scott    Edward 

Spraker,  November  30,  at  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Burlington;  Ronald  L.  Wa- 
ters, pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a  member  of 
the  Burlington  First  Brethren  Church. 
Heather  Bergklint  to  Jeff  Parks,  Oc- 
tober 25,  at  the  Milledgeville  Brethren 
Church;  Brad  Hardesty,  pastor,  officiating. 
Groom  a  member  of  the  Milledgeville 
Brethen  Church. 

Kathy  Ann  Wyant  to  Mark  Allen 
Werner,  October  18,  at  the  Berlin  Breth- 
ren Church;  Ralph  E.  Mills,  pastor,  officiat- 
ing. Members  of  the  Berlin  Brethren 
Church. 

Robin  Hatsinpiller  to  Bruce  Plaski,  Sep- 
tember 20,  at  the  Masontown  Brethren 
Church;  Rev.  Charles  Berkshire,  officiat- 
ing, assisted  by  Robert  O.  Byler,  pastor. 

Membership  Growth 

Gretna:  2  by  baptism 

Pittsburgh:  3  by  baptism 

Milford:  3  by  baptism,  8  by  transfer 

Highland:  3  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 

Mt.  Olive:  6  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 

Teegarden:  1  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 

Pleasant  Hill:  3  by  baptism,  5  by  transfer 

Johnstown  Second:  1  by  bap.,  3  by  trans. 

Fairless  Hills-Levittown:  5  by  baptism 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)* 

TIMOTHY 

"Please  tell  me  a  Bible  story,"  Timothy  said  to  his  Grandmother  Lois. 

As  she  made  bread,  Grandmother  told  the  small  boy  a  story.  His  mother  and  grandmother 
told  him  many  stories  from  the  Bible. 

At  supper  time,  Timothy  stood  tall  and  straight  beside  the  table  to  say  the  Bible  verses  for 
that  day.  He  was  only  eight  years  old,  but  he  knew  many  verses. 

As  Timothy  grew,  he  tried  to  show  how  much  he  loved  God  by  doing  the  things  he  knew 
God  wanted  him  to  do.  One  day  he  said,  "Mother,  I  love  God.  I  want  to  work  for  Him.  What  can  I 
do?" 

"God  needs  many  workers,  Timothy,"  Mother  said.  "The  next  time  Missionary  Paul  is  here, 
talk  with  him.  Perhaps  he  can  help  you  decide  how  you  should  serve  God." 

Not  long  after  that,  Paul  stopped  at  Timothy's  home.  "My  how  you  have  grown!"  said  the 
missionary.  "Has  your  mind  grown,  too?  Tell  me  what  you  have  learned." 

Timothy  told  Paul  about  the  things  he  had  learned  in  the  synagogue  school  and  from  his 
mother  and  grandmother.  "I  know  God  is  my  Heavenly  Father,"  he  said.  "I  know  Jesus  is  His 
Son,  my  Savior.  I  want  to  serve  Him." 

"You  will  make  a  good  missionary,"  said  Paul,  as  he  laid  his  hands  on  Timothy's  head.  "Will 
you  go  with  me  to  tell  others  about  Jesus?" 

"Yes,  I  will,"  answered  Timothy. 

Mother  and  Grandmother  smiled.  They  were  pleased  that  Timothy  was  going  to  be  Paul's 
helper.  They  knew  he  would  be  a  good  minister  for  Jesus. 

— Based  on  I  and  II  Timothy 


BRETHREN 
IN 
SOUTH  AMERICA 


A  Sharing  Time 

Here  is  a  candy  recipe.  Make  the  candy,  then 
invite  one  or  two  friends  to  your  house  and  share 
it  with  them.  Play  a  record  of  songs  about  Jesus. 
Sing  along.  Then  read  a  Bible  story  (or  ask 
Mother  to  read  it). 

Candy  Snowballs 

1 .  Mix  2/3  cup  Eagle  Brand  Milk  and  1  teaspoon 
vanilla. 

2.  Stir  as  you  slowly  add  4  cups  of  sifted  pow- 
dered sugar.  Mix  until  creamy  and  smooth. 

3.  Grease  your  hands  with  butter  and  shape  the 
candy  into  balls. 

4.  Roll  the  balls  in  coconut  flakes. 


Today  there  are  missionaries  serving  God  in  many  parts  of  the 
world.  Some  are  pastors.  Others  are  teachers,  doctors,  nurses,  farm- 
ers, pilots.  Some  work  in  other  ways. 

We  have  Brethren  missionaries  in  South  America.  Argentina  was 
the  first  South  American  country  to  which  Brethren  missionaries  went. 
Color  Argentina  red. 

Then  Brethren  missionaries  went  to  Colombia.  Color  Colombia 
blue. 

Now  the  Brethren  in  Argentina  are  sending  missionaries  to 
Paraguay.  Color  Paraguay  green. 


January  1987 
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The  1987 
Brethren  Church  Bulletin  Service 

What  this  service  offers  you: 

•  A  full-color  bulletin  cover  for  each  Sunday  of  the  year. 

•  Low  price  —  only  $3.25  per  hundred  postpaid. 

•  No  extra  charge  to  order  as  few  as  50  bulletins  per  Sunday. 

•  Increments  of  25  bulletins  per  Sunday  (some  bulletin  services  only  allow 
increments). 

•  Available  with  a  devotional  message  on  the  back  (or  you  can  have  the 
blank). 

•  Special  messages  about  The  Brethren  Church  and  its 
ministries  on  the  back  page  one  Sunday  a  month. 

•  A  choice  of  two  kinds  of  paper  —  mimeograph  or  spirit  z 
duplicator  (the  latter  suitable  for  plain  paper  copiers). 

•  Extra  bulletins  can  be  ordered  for  Easter,  Mother's  Day, 
Thanksgiving,  and  Christmas,  as  well  as  bulletins  for 
Good  Friday. 

•  Imprinting  available  on  front  page  only  or  on  front  and 
back  page  at  modest  cost. 

•  Seasonal  art  available  for  use  with  mimeograph,  spirit 
duplicator,  or  copier. 

For  ordering  information  and  a  full-color  brochure 
showing  all  bulletin  covers  for  1987,  contact: 

Brethren  Church  Bulletin  Service 

Brethren  Publishing  Company 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH  44805 
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Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Stock  Up  on  Prayer 


AT  a  first-ever  meeting  for  In- 
dian and  Spanish  pastors  in 
Peru's  Amazon  River  basin,  each 
participant  was  asked  to  present  two 
lists  —  one  describing  his  church's 
needs,  the  other  presenting  his 
church's  resources. 

In  this  way,  the  churches  with 
needs  would  connect  with  churches 
having  the  material  and  human  re- 
sources to  meet  those  needs.  Thus 
the  churches  could  combine  forces  in 
an  attempt  to  reach  the  jungle  with 
the  gospel. 

One  by  one  the  pastors  stood. 
Many  excitedly  shared  what  was 
happening  in  their  churches.  But 
when  it  was  his  turn,  a  humble  In- 
dian pastor  looked  gloomy  by  com- 
parison. He  read  a  long  list  of  needs: 
lack  of  mature  leaders,  scarcity  of 
Christian  literature,  an  inadequate 
church  building,  among  others. 

When  asked  about  resources,  he 
sadly  shook  his  head.  "We  are  a  very 
poor  church;  we  don't  have  any- 
thing," he  said. 

An  awkward  silence  followed. 
Then  suddenly,  the  pastor  bright- 
ened. "But  we  can  pray!"  he 
exclaimed.  "We  pray  a  lot." 

"Amen!"  shouted  voices  around 
the  room. 

Prayer  is  a  resource 

Attenders  were  reminded  then,  as 
I  was,  that  prayer  really  is  a  re- 
source. Prayer  is  a  necessary  tool  for 
spiritual  renewal  and  for  world  (and 
personal)  evangelism. 

We  don't  usually  think  of  prayer 
that  way.  For  us,  a  "resource"  is 
something    measurable.    It's    some- 


thing you  can  touch,  put  in  the 
bank,  or  write  down  in  the  annual 
report.  But  prayer? 

Mixed  up  priorities 

Maybe  our  priorities  are  mixed  up. 
I'm  reminded  of  the  cartoon  show- 
ing a  satisfied  pastor  and  his  secre- 
tary. "Finally!"  he  says.  "My  sermon  is 
almost  all  ready.  Now  I  just  need  a 
Scripture  verse  to  back  it  up." 

Sometimes  we  treat  prayer  like 
that.  We  come  up  with  a  church  pro- 
gram or  mission  strategy.  Then  we 
iron  out  objectives  and  figure  out  the 
funding.  Finally,  when  almost 
everything  is  in  place,  we  pray. 
Rather  than  seek  God's  plan,  we 
develop  our  own  plan  and  then  ask 
His  blessings  on  it. 

Now  I'm  all  for  strategy.  And  it's 
biblical  to  count  the  cost.  But  let's 
not  forget  prayer  as  our  first  and 
most  necessary  resource. 

It's  worth  remembering  that  the 
world's  first  "missionaries,"  Paul 
and  Barnabas,  got  their  marching 
orders  during  a  small-group  prayer 
meeting  in  Antioch  (Acts  13). 

God's  methods  haven't  changed 
over  the  centuries.  William  Carey, 
the  father  of  modern  missions,  also 
felt  led  overseas  through  his  daily, 
private  prayer  for  a  lost  world.  In 
fact,  most  missions  movements  in 
the  U.S.  originated  with  prayer,  as 
small  groups  of  believers  sought 
God's  mercies  for  a  lost  world. 

But  why  should  we  pray?  We  pray 
for  missionaries  and  evangelism  be- 
cause Christ  commands  it:  "The  har- 
vest is  plentiful  but  the  workers  are 
few,"  He  said.  "Ask  the  Lord  of  the 


harvest,  therefore,  to  send  out  work- 
ers into  his  harvest  field"  (Matt. 
9:37,  NIV). 

Numerous  other  Scriptures  em- 
phasize the  need  for  prayer.  "Devote 
yourselves  to  prayer"  (Col.  4:2)  and 
"pray  continually"  (I  Thess.  5:17) 
are  among  them. 

Interestingly,  the  Apostles'  job  de- 
scription listed  just  two  tasks: 
"prayer  and  the  ministry  of  the 
word"  (Acts  6:4).  How  many  of  our 
pastors  and  missionaries  could  say 
the  same  thing? 

We  also  pray  because,  as  Paul  told 
the  Ephesians,  ".  .  .  our  struggle  is 
not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but 
against  the  rulers,  against  the  au- 
thorities, against  the  powers  of  this 
dark  world  and  against  the  spiritual 
forces  of  evil  in  the  heavenly 
realms"  (Eph.  6:12,  NIV). 

Many  Third  World  believers,  such 
as  the  humble  Amazon  pastor,  rec- 
ognize this  better  than  we  do.  They 
have  seen  Satan's  ugly  power  dem- 
onstrated through  witchcraft  and 
sorcery,  and  they  realize  their  need 
to  depend  upon  God  through  prayer. 

Paul  concluded  his  battle  plan  for 
spiritual  warfare  this  way:  "Pray  in 
the  Spirit  on  all  occasions  with  all 
kinds  of  prayers  and  requests.  With 
this  in  mind,  be  alert  and  always 
keep  on  praying  for  all  the  saints" 
(Eph.  6:18,  NIV). 

Prayer  changes  things 

When  we  pray,  we  recognize  our 
utter  dependence  upon  God.  We  rec- 
ognize the  battle  is  His,  not  ours. 
Very  often,  prayer  brings  fresh 
winds  of  spiritual  renewal  into  our 
lives.  Prayer  changes  us,  as  it  does 
others  and  circumstances. 

At  the  church  conference  men- 
tioned above,  I  talked  with  three 
church  leaders  from  the  isolated 
Matses  Tribe.  This  was  their  first 
contact  with  Peru's  Spanish-speak- 
ing world,  and  they  were  extremely 
gratified  and  surprised  to  find  Chris- 
tians among  them  (having  assumed 
all  Spanish  were  pagans!). 

"Now  that  we  know  you  exist,  we 
will  pray  for  you,"  they  said.  Yes, 
the  Matses,  too,  use  prayer  as  a  re- 
source. 

What  about  us?  Are  our  churches 
characterized  by  prayer?  Are  our 
churches  rich  in  supernatural  re- 
sources? Are  we  "stocking  up  on 
prayer"?  [t] 
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Notes  and  Comments 

The  editor  has  received  some  responses  to  his  request  for  reports  of  those 
who  read  through  the  Bible  in  1986,  but  would  like  more.  If  your  congrega- 
tion particpated  in  this  reading  program,  send  a  report,  including  the  names 
of  those  who  read  all  "66  in  '86."  Responses  received  will  be  included  in  next 
month's  issue. 

Remodeling  continues:  Work  continues  on  the  remodeling  of  the  Breth- 
ren Publishing  Company  Building  into  a  denominational  headquarters,  but 
last  month's  projection  that  the  main  floor  would  be  finished  by  the  end  of 
February  now  seems  a  bit  optimistic.  The  Publishing  Company  is  finding 
that  carrying  on  a  printing  operation  in  the  basement  of  the  building  while 
the  transformation  takes  place  is  more  of  a  "challenge"  than  expected.  But  all 
are  doing  their  best. 

Answers  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

Fill  in  the  Blanks:  1.  Children;  2.  Jesus;  3.  disciples;  4.  come;  5.  arms; 
6.  blessed. 

Love  Verses:  I  love  you,  O  Lord,  my  strength.  Psalm  18:1 
My  command  is  this:  love  each  other  as  I  have  loved  you.  John  14:15 
If  you  love  me,  you  will  obey  what  I  command.  John  14:15 
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Discipling  the  Nations:  S 
Is  It  Possible         il 
In  Our  Lifetime? 


By  William  P.  Winter  Jr. 


THE  ANSWER  to  the  question 
asked  in  the  title  to  this  article 
is  both  "yes"  and  "no."  Yes,  it  is  pos- 
sible. Yes,  it  is  God's  will  and  com- 
mand. Jesus  said,  "Therefore  go,  dis- 
ciple all  nations  ..."  (Matt.  28:19). 
Yes,  it  can  be  done  by  today's  gener- 
ation. 

But  no,  it  cannot  be  done  at  the 
current  rate  of  work.  No,  Satan  does 
not  want  it  done,  since  it  will  take 
his  kingdoms  from  him.  No,  you  and 
I  cannot  do  it  alone.  The  entire 
Brethren  Church  cannot  do  it.  But 
we  can  do  our  part. 

What  is  our  part?  Richard  War- 
ren, pastor  of  a  new  and  growing 
church  in  Saddleback  Valley  in  Los 
Angeles,  says  that  it  takes  all  kinds 
of  churches  to  reach  all  kinds  of 
people.  Different  styles  and  liturgies 
are  needed  to  reach  different  kinds 
of  people.  God  is  blessing  many 
people  who  use  various  worship 
styles.  Thus  we  can  conclude  that 
God  has  chosen  The  Brethren 
Church  to  carry  out  a  unique  part  of 
His  will  of  discipling  the  nations. 

The  Brethren  have  a  good  track 
record  in  many  areas,  such  as  in  per 
capita  giving  to  world  relief  and 
missions.  On  the  other  hand,  we  do 

Mr.  Winter  is  a  Brethren  missionary 
serving  in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 


not  have  a  good  track  record,  in  our 
generation,  for  planting  growing 
churches.  Why  is  this? 

Praise  God  for  our  uniqueness 

Perhaps  one  reason  is  that  we 
have  become  apologetic  for  our 
unique  character.  But  we  should 
praise  God  for  that  unique  charac- 
ter. My  son  is  unique;  my  daughter 
is  unique;  my  wife  is  unique;  I  am 
unique,  and  so  are  you.  God  loves  us 
all,  and  each  of  us  is  valuable  in  His 
kingdom.  That  is  good  news! 

God  loves  The  Brethren  Church, 
and  He  has  given  us  unique  talents 
to  use  for  His  purpose.  We  must  get 
those  talents  out,  dust  them  off,  and 
become  good  and  faithful  stewards. 
We  need  to  state  again  and  again 
and  to  put  into  practice  God's  main 
mandate  for  our  existence  as  a 
church  —  to  disciple  the  nations. 

If  we  can't  do  the  whole  job,  what 
part  of  it  can  we  do?  I  do  not  have  a 
complete  answer  to  that  question.  I 
am  sure,  though,  that  our  part  can 
be  much  greater  than  we  even 
imagine.  And  I  know  that  God  has 
placed  us  in  neighborhoods,  towns, 
and  cities  where  there  are  great 
numbers  of  undiscipled  people. 

According  to  Dr.  Peter  Wagner, 
statistics  show  that  in  the  U.S.A. 
there  are  about  as  many  believers 


who  do  not  attend  church  as  there 
are  active  church  members.  There 
are  many  reasons  for  these  un- 
churched believers.  Some  have 
moved  away  from  their  churches. 
Some  were  won  through  the  mass 
media  and  never  became  part  of  a 
church. 

These  people  do  not  have  to  be 
won  to  the  Lord.  They  already  know 
Him!  So  our  task  with  them  is  much 
easier  than  trying  to  win  an  unbe- 
liever. 

The  surprising  thing  is  that  the 
vast  majority  of  these  undiscipled 
believers  are  not  integrated  into  a 
local  church  simply  because  no  one 
ever  invited  them.  Studies  in  some 
churches  have  shown  that  100  per- 
cent of  all  new  members  have  come 
through  personal  invitation.  The 
message  is  this:  millions  of  people, 
many  of  whom  live  next  door, 
around  the  corner,  or  down  the 
street,  are  ready  to  respond  and  are 
waiting  for  someone  to  become 
friends  and  invite  them  to  church. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
fast-growing  churches  in  America 
have  aggressive  personal  outreach 
programs.  These  churches  have  mo- 
bilized significant  numbers  of  lay 
people  to  this  ministry.  The  methods 
and  mechanisms  vary  greatly.  Some 
use  bus  routes  and  make  Saturday 
visits  with  the  buses,  inviting  people 
to  join  them  the  next  day  to  go  to 
church.  Others  use  home  Bible 
studies;  still  others  have  aggressive 
personal  evangelistic  programs, 
such  as  Evangelism  Explosion.  But 
they  all  have  some  kind  of  aggres- 
sive outreach  program. 

Telephone  marketing  techniques 

Norm  Wham  of  the  Beachview 
Friends  Church  of  Los  Angeles  has 
borrowed  from  the  business  world 
and  is  using  telephone  marketing 
techniques.  He  has  found  that  by 
making  10,000  telephone  calls,  a 
church  can  get  a  prospect  list  of 
1,000  interested  people.  After  a  total 
of  six  follow-up  contacts,  100  of 
these  will  become  church  members. 

Wham  says  that  if  you  want  to 
start  a  church  with  200  charter 
members,  just  call  20,000  people,  do 
the  follow-up,  and  you  will  have 
your  200.  Simple?  Yes!  Easy?  Far 
from  it!  There  is  an  enormous 
amount  of  work  involved. 

Does  it  work?  In  the  Los  Angeles 
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area,  the  Friends  Church  has 
started  several  other  congregations 
with  100  and  200  charter  members 
using  this  technique. 

Will  it  work  for  you?  I  do  not 
know.  You  will  have  to  determine 
that.  Will  it  work  for  me  in  Argen- 
tina? No!  Why  not?  Very  few 
phones!  Wham  says,  "No  problem, 
just  knock  on  10,000  doors.  The 
principle  is  the  same."* 

Peter  Wagner  says  that  the  great- 
est distance  to  missionary  work  is 
not  the  8,000  miles  to  some  distant, 
exotic  place,  but  the  18  inches  to 
shake  someone's  hand,  look  that  per- 
son in  the  eyes,  and  share  God's  love 
in  a  meaningful  way. 

Do  we  want  to  grow? 

Of  course,  we  may  not  want  our 
church  to  grow.  Or  we  may  not  want 
to  start  a  new  church.  Perhaps  it  is 
just  too  much  work.  Some  people 
don't  want  children;  they  don't  want 
all  the  work  and  problems  that  go 
along  with  raising  a  family.  This  is 
true  of  spiritual  reproduction  as 
well. 

I  had  a  person  say  to  me  once,  "I 
don't  like  it  with  all  these  new 
people.  I  liked  it  better  when  we 
were  just  us  few  oldies.  I'm  going 
some  place  where  there  are  no  new 
people." 

I  also  know  of  a  church  that  was 
declining  in  membership,  so  a  new 
group  was  invited  to  rent  some  of  its 
facilities.  The  church  on  the  decline 
did  not  realize  that  the  new  group 
was  growing  rapidly  and  would  soon 
go  from  50  to  300  people.  The  oldies 
could  not  stand  all  those  new  people 
around,  so  the  new  group  was  in- 
vited to  vacate  the  premises. 

These  two  illustrations  dem- 
onstrate that  some  church  bodies 
just  do  not  want  to  pay  the  price  for 
spiritual  reproduction.  They  are 
comfortable  with  the  status  quo  and 
do  not  want  to  change. 

We  must,  however,  be  aware  of 
the  warning  Jesus  gave  in  the  Para- 
ble of  the  Talents.  He  totally  con- 
demned the  servant  who  did  noth- 
ing with  the  resources  that  were 
given  him,  the  man  who  did  not 
want  to  take  risks.  The  Lord  said, 

*If  interested  in  exploring  this  method 
further,  you  may  write  to  Norm  Wham, 
%Beachview  Friends  Church,  714  Adams, 
#201  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648  (phone 
714-536-9696). 
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".  .  .  evil  and  slothful  slave!  .  .  .  throw 
the  worthless  slave  out  into  the 
outer  darkness"  (Matt.  25:26,  30). 

What  do  we  need  to  do?  Well, 
praise  God,  there  is  much  that  we 
do  not  need  to  do.  We  already  have 
solid  biblical  doctrine.  A  few  years 
ago  I  had  occasion  to  sit  under  a 
missionary  professor  in  Argentina.  I 

"God  has  chosen  The 
Brethren  Church  to 
carry  out  a  unique 
part  of  His  will  of  dis- 
cipling  the  nations." 

remarked  on  the  solidness  of  his 
teaching.  With  a  grin  he  said  that 
while  he  was  not  from  The  Brethren 
Church,  he  had  borrowed  his  teach- 
ings from  Brethren  writers.  We  have 
what  the  lost  and  undiscipled  need; 
let's  give  it  to  them! 

Questions  to  help  us  get  started 

What  each  church  needs  to  do, 
then,  is  to  sit  down  and  draw  up  a 
program  that  is  workable  in  its  own 
situation.  We  need  to  learn  how  to 
think,  see,  and  feel  as  the  unbeliever 
and  unchurched  do.  Here  are  several 
questions  that  will  help  us  get 
started: 

1.  Do  we  really  want  to  grow  and 
bring  in  new  people?  If  the  answer  is 
no,  pray  for  forgiveness  and  ask  God 
for  the  grace  to  receive  new  people. 

2.  Who  are  the  unchurched?  Do  a 
study  to  identify  who  and  where 
they  are. 

3.  What  are  their  attitudes  toward 
our  church?  Ask  them  in  a  non- 
threatening  manner. 

4.  What  are  their  personal  needs? 
Ask  them. 

5.  Can  we  meet  their  needs?  If  not, 
perhaps  we  can  help  them  find 
someone  who  can.  We  are  not  the 
only  church  on  the  block,  and  we 
will  never  be  able  to  minister  to  all 
people. 

6.  Is  our  place  of  worship  ade- 
quate? Is  it  pleasing  and  inviting, 
or  is  it  run  down,  more  like  a  mauso- 
leum, a  place  for  the  dead  rather 
than  a  place  to  receive  life?  Do 
we  need  to  redecorate  or  relocate? 

7.  Are   visitors   greeted   warmly 


and  taken  in  hand?  One  church  I  vi- 
sited with  my  family  had  no  ushers, 
and  we  had  to  find  our  own  seats, 
crawling  over  people's  knees  to  get 
to  them.  The  sermon  was  excellent, 
but  the  reception  wasn't.  We  did  not 
go  back. 

Four  years  ago,  while  studying  in 
Carbondale,  111.,  we  visited  a 
downtown  church.  We  were  greeted 
at  the  door,  taken  to  individual 
classes,  and  introduced.  Later,  dur- 
ing the  worship  service,  we  were 
asked  to  fill  out  a  visitors'  card.  At 
the  close  of  the  service,  we  were  in- 
troduced to  the  congregation.  Before 
we  left  our  pew,  a  dentist  came  up  to 
us,  introduced  himself,  and  asked  if 
there  was  anything  we  needed.  We 
frankly  told  him  of  our  furniture 
needs.  He  loaned  us  one  of  the  items 
and  assisted  us  in  locating  others. 
Obviously,  we  made  that  place  our 
church  home  while  living  in  that 
area. 

8.  Is  the  worship  service  geared  to 
newcomers  or  to  the  established 
members?  (Both  are  needed,  but  not 
necessarily  in  the  same  service). 

9.  Does  the  music  inspire  and  up- 
lift? 

10.  Do  the  messages  speak  to  the 
felt  needs  of  newcomers?  Is  a  clear, 
non-threatening,  loving  invitation 
given? 

11.  Are  the  messages  clear,  solid, 
prophetic  messages  of  the  basic  gos- 
pel? The  day  of  the  social  gospel  is 
over.  Churches  that  went  that  route 
are  all  but  dead  and  gone.  The  alive 
and  growing  churches  are  those  that 
preach  the  old-fashioned  gospel. 

Additional  questions 

There  are  many  additional  ques- 
tions that  need  to  be  asked  and 
answered,  but  here  are  a  few  vital 
ones  that  I  will  repeat:  Does  God 
want  my  church  to  grow?  Do  /  want 
it  to  grow?  Is  it  possible  for  it  to 
grow? 

Much  prayer  and  seeking  of  God's 
unique  direction  for  our  unique  situ- 
ations will  be  required.  A  wealth  of 
books  have  been  published  in  the 
last  few  years  that  are  very  helpful. 
Also,  church  growth  seminars  are 
available  for  leaders.  I  would  en- 
courage you  to  explore  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  these  resources.  I  want  so 
much  to  hear  with  joy  our  Lord  say- 
ing to  you,  "Well  done,  my  good  and 
faithful  servant."  [t] 


Faith  and  Family 


THE 
YOUNG 
FAMILY 


By  Robert  M.  Payne,  Jr. 


PJNTING  a  word  portrait  of  the 
young  family  in  our  time  is  a 
difficult  task.  Many  changes  have 
occurred  that  make  this  so.  One 
such  change  is  the  basic  assumption 
that  a  family  consists  of  husband, 
wife,  and  children.  Today,  this  as- 
sumption is  being  challenged. 

According  to  a  recent  Newsweek 
article,*  the  percentage  of  couples 
without  children  has  doubled  in  the 
last  few  decades.  Statistics  show 
that  today  one  out  of  every  four  mar- 
ried women  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  34  has  never  had  a  child,  com- 
pared to  one  out  of  ten  women  in 
1960. 

From  these  statistics  it  is  appar- 
ent that  more  and  more  families  are 
remaining  childless.  There  are  many 
reasons  for  this.  One  reason  is  that 
in  some  marriages,  career  and/or  fi- 
nancial considerations  take  priority 
over  having  children.  Another 
reason  is  that  many  couples  fear 
that  the  quality  of  their  husband- 
wife  relationship  will  suffer  if  they 
have  to  share  their  lives  with  one  or 
more  additional  persons.  As  one 
couple  said  in  the  Newsweek  arti- 

"Three's  a  Crowd,"  Newsweek,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1986),  p.  68. 
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cle,  "We  could  not  lead  the  kind  of 
life  we  have  if  we  had  kids." 

It  seems  that  many  people  think 
they  must  choose  between  having 
children  and  having  a  good  mar- 
riage or  a  successful  career.  This  in- 
dicates that  there  is  a  need  for 
stronger,  healthier  marriages  and 
also  a  need  for  an  understanding  of 
the  biblical  view  of  the  family. 

I  am  concerned  that  many 
families  are  unaware  of  their  pur- 
pose in  God's  plan.  The  purpose  of 
the  family  is  to  glorify  God.  Many 
times  in  the  Bible  (see  for  example 
Rom.  15:6;  I  Cor.  6:20;  I  Pet.  4:11) 
we  are  encouraged  to  glorify  God 
through  our  lives.  If  this  is  true  for 
individuals  and  the  church,  it  is  also 
true  for  families. 

What  does  it  mean  to  glorify  God 
in  our  family  life?  To  glorify  means 
to  lift  up,  and  when  something  is 
lifted  up  it  becomes  more  visible.  In 
other  words,  our  family  goals,  life- 
style, interaction,  etc.,  all  should 
make  more  visible  the  person  and 
presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus. 

Basic  biblical  principles 

In  order  for  this  to  happen,  I  am 
convinced  that  certain  biblical  prin- 
ciples must  be  followed. 

Charles  Swindoll  in  his  book, 
Strike  the  Original  Match,  lists  four 
basic  principles  for  healthy  mar- 
riages. All  of  these  are  based  on 
Scripture  (Gen.  2:24;  I  Cor.  7:32-35). 


The  first  principle  is  severance. 

When  a  couple  enters  into  marriage, 
the  former  parent/child  relationship 
is  severed.  The  old  way  of  interact- 
ing was  to  depend  upon  one's  par- 
ents for  physical,  emotional,  and 
mental  support.  After  marriage  this 
changes  so  that  one  relates  to  his  or 
her  parents  as  friends  and  peers.  A 
new  interdependent  relationship  is 
begun  with  one's  mate,  with  each 
spouse  committed  to  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  other.  In  order  for  this 
to  take  place,  a  clean  cut  must  be 
made  from  the  parents,  for  "a  person 
cannot  fully  find  room  for  his  or  her 
mate  without  being  fully  severed 
from  his  or  her  parents  first." 

The  second  principle  is  perma- 
nence. This  means  that  one's  mar- 
riage is  viewed  as  a  lifetime  commit- 
ment. There  is  a  bonding  of  two  indi- 
viduals into  a  unique  oneness  that 
preserves  individuality  yet  produces 
something  more  loving,  richer  — 
something  greater  than  any  other 
human  relationship.  The  only  other 
relationship  that  has  more  depth 
and  possibilities  is  our  relationship 
with  God.  Marriage  needs  to  be  seen 
as  a  lifetime  opportunity  to  enjoy 
one  of  the  most  deeply  satisfying 
human  relationships  that  God  has 
made  possible  for  us  to  share  with 
another  human  being. 

The  third  principle  is  accept- 
ance.  In  order  for  real  growth  to 
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take  place  in  marriage,  a  husband 
and  wife  must  practice  mutual  ac- 
ceptance. They  must  constantly 
reinforce  the  foundation  of  love, 
which  has  as  its  vital  element  ac- 
cepting this  other  person  just  as  he 
or  she  is.  Ed  Wheat  in  his  book, 
Love-Life  for  Every  Married  Couple, 
gives  a  paraphrase  of  Romans  12:14- 
21  which  reflects  this  type  of  accept- 
ing love.  He  says: 

Bless  and  do  not  curse  the  one 
who  is  giving  you  a  hard  time.  Be 
empathetic  and  understanding  with 
your  partner.  Live  in  harmony  with 
your  mate.  Do  not  think  you  are 
better  than  your  partner.  Do  not  act 
proud  or  conceited.  Do  not  repay 
evil  with  evil  (even  in  the  most 
petty  detail).  Be  careful  to  do  what 
your  partner  considers  to  be  right. 
As  far  as  it  depends  on  you  be  at 
peace  in  your  marriage.  Never  take 
revenge.  Consistently  do  kind 
things  for  your  partner,  no  matter 
what  treatment  you  receive.  Do  not 
let  yourself  be  overcome  by  evil.  In- 
stead, overcome  evil  with  good. 

If  we  can  practice  these  precepts, 
our  marriages  cannot  help  but  be 
stronger. 

The  fourth  principle  is  inti- 
macy. This  involves  developing  an 
openness  to  one's  mate  which  allows 
the  sharing  of  deep  feelings  and 
ideas  without  being  guarded  or  feel- 
ing threatened.  It  involves  being 
other-conscious  rather  than  self-con- 
scious. 

One  very  practical  exercise  a 
couple  can  use  to  help  each  spouse 
become  more  other-focused  is  to 
make  a  list  of  needs.  Each  spouse 
should  list  what  he  or  she  would  like 
the  other  to  do  for  him  or  her.  It 
might  be  something  like  cooking  a 
special  dinner,  going  out  together, 
having  a  back  massage,  etc.  This  list 
can  be  as  long  as  each  person  cares 
to  make  it,  but  it  works  better  if  it  is 
limited  to  no  more  than  20  items.  I 
can  heartily  endorse  this  idea,  for 
my  wife  and  I  have  tried  it.  It  works! 

Why  is  it  necessary  to  work  hard 
at  our  marriages?  In  addition  to 
glorifying  God  and  increasing  the 
personal  satisfaction  of  the  marriage 
partners,  it  is  necessary  to  work  at 
marriage  in  order  to  have  a  healthy 
family  life  when  children  are  born. 
According  to  one  survey,  the  child- 
rearing  period  is  the  time  when 
many  couples  describe  their  mar- 
riages as  being  the  least  satisfying. 


Without  doubt,  children  bring  sig- 
nificant changes  to  the  family  re- 
lationship. There  are  more  needs  to 
be  met.  If  the  husband  and  wife 
have  not  been  effective  in  meeting 
each  other's  needs,  then  the  last 
thing  they  need  is  someone  else  who 
puts  more  demands  upon  their  re- 
lationship. That  is  why  it  is  so  im- 
portant that  we  strive  for  healthy, 
strong  marriages. 

To  give  a  glimpse  of  the  stress 
that  parents,  especially  mothers, 
must  deal  with,  I  would  like  to  quote 
from  James  Dobson's  book,  What 
Wives  Wish  Their  Husbands  Knew 
About  Women.  He  says,  "No  one 
runs  much  faster  than  the  mother  of 
multiple  pre-school  children.  Not 
only  is  she  rushed  from  morning  to 
night,  but  she  experiences  an  un- 
usual kind  of  emotional  stress  as 
well.  Youngsters  between  two  and 
five  years  of  age  have  an  uncanny 
ability  to  unravel  an  adult  nervous 
system."  Certainly,  husbands  need 
to  give  their  wives  a  great  deal  of 
support,  especially  during  the  time 
when  there  are  pre-school  children 
in  the  home. 

But  just  as  a  great  deal  of  respon- 
sibility falls  upon  the  wife  and 
mother  during  this  time,  so  also  are 
there  responsibilities  that  fall  upon 
the  husband  and  father.  The  father 


seems  in  particular  to  play  a  critical 
part  in  the  child's  understanding  of 
God.  Gene  Getz  in  his  book,  The 
Measure  of  a  Man,  tells  of  overhear- 
ing his  two  daughters  (who  were 
four  and  five  years  old  at  the  time) 
talking.  He  was  startled  to  hear  one 
say,  "You  know,  God  is  our  heavenly 
daddy."  He  began  to  realize  that  his 
children's  experience  with  him  was 
becoming  in  a  sense  their  experience 
with  God.  This  realization  makes  it 
all  the  more  important  that  fathers 
(parents)  strive  to  be  Christ-like  in 
all  that  they  do  and  say. 

Being  effective  parents  certainly 
involves  much  more  than  what  I  can 
discuss  in  this  article.  One  point  I 
don't  want  to  leave  out,  however,  is 
that  parents  are  only  stewards  of  the 
lives  of  their  children.  We  do  not, 
dare  not,  possess  our  children.  Our 
goal  must  be  to  help  them  reach  the 
God-given  potential  that  is  within 
each  one.  We  want  to  see  them  as 
wholesome  and  godly  adults,  ready 
to  take  their  responsibilities  in  the 
church  and  in  the  world. 

Certainly,  it  is  a  great  responsibil- 
ity to  enter  into  a  marriage  and  to 
raise  a  family,  but  it  is  also  a  great 
privilege.  I  don't  believe  that  God 
has  given  us  any  more  precious  or 
significant  opportunity  than  being  a 
family  for  His  glory.  [t] 


Readers9  Forum 


A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 

"Little  Things  Mean  a  Lot" 


"Little  things  mean  a  lot."  This 
thought  traveled  around  in  my  mind 
during  most  of  last  year.  In  fact,  the 
bulletin  board  in  our  classroom  car- 
ried this  message  during  1986: 

What  can  we  do  to  encourage  one 
another?  — 
give  a  hug 
share  a  smile 

speak  an  encouraging  word 
share  a  meaningful  scripture 
drop  a  note 

make  a  phone  call,  just  to  say 
"Thank  you"  or   I  love  you" 
send  a  single  flower  with  a  note 
lend  an  ear. 

And  the  list  goes  on  and  on. 

Many  of  God's  people  are  afraid  to 
step  out  in  faith  and  do  these  "little" 
things.  Why?  Maybe  fear  of  rejection; 
maybe  just  plain  fear. 

How  do  we  overcome  this  fear?  Just 


step  out  in  faith  and  try  it.  Be  obe- 
dient to  God's  leading.  Get  your 
marching  orders  from  the  Lord,  no 
matter  how  small  they  sound.  Most  of 
our  blessings  do  come  from  "small"  ef- 
forts. TRY  IT;  YOU'LL  LIKE  IT. 

James  4:17  tells  us  that  to  know  to 
do  good  and  not  do  it  is  sin. 

First  John  3:18  tells  us  to  love  in 
deed  and  truth,  not  just  in  word  and 
tongue. 

Hebrews  3:13  tells  us  to  exhort  (en- 
courage) one  another  daily,  while  it  is 
called  TODAY. 

My  goal  for  1987  is  to  do  something, 
no  matter  how  small,  for  someone 
every  day.  Just  think  how  many  will 
be  encouraged  if  I  hold  to  this  for  365 
days.  What  a  thrill!  Psalm  103:21  re- 
minds us  that  we  are  His  ministers  — 
who  do  His  pleasure. 

Mary  Ann  Kullman 
Lathrop,  Calif. 
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Faith  and  Family 

THE 
FAMILY 

IN 
MID-LIFE 


By  P.  Kent  Bennett 


THE  major  characteristic  of  the 
family  in  mid-life  is  the  mid-life 
crisis.  Everything  else  in  the  fam- 
ily's life  is  colored  by  this  crisis. 

But  is  there  really  such  a  thing  as 
a  mid-life  crisis?  I  assure  you  there 
is.  Furthermore,  every  church  that 
contains  people  in  mid-life  also  con- 
tains people  who  are  suffering 
through  this  crisis,  probably  in  si- 
lence. 

These  are  people  who  are  in  des- 
perate need  of  a  specialized  ministry 
that  is  sensitive  to  their  situation.  If 
these  people  do  not  receive  such  a 
ministry,  marriages  will  break  up, 
children  will  suffer,  and  deep 
wounds  will  go  unnoticed  and  un- 
healed. In  addition,  some  of  those 
caught  in  the  silent  desperation  of 
this  crisis  will  leave  your  church 
through  the  back  door,  never  to  re- 
turn. 

Yet,  perhaps  you  are  saying, 
"Let's  leave  this  psychological  stuff 
to  the  psychologists  and  psychia- 
trists and  concentrate  on  spiritual 
truth."  Believe  me,  we  have  left  it  to 
the  psychologists  and  psychiatrists, 
but  unfortunately  very  few  people 
who  experience  this  crisis  ever  go 
to  a  specialist,  so  they  end  up  suffer- 

Rev.  Bennett  is  pastor  of  the  Water- 
brook  Brethren  Church,  Maurertown, 
Va.  This  article  is  based  on  a  message  he 
presented  at  the  Southeastern  District 
Conference  in  September  1986. 
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ing  through  this  experience  alone 
and  without  help. 

Furthermore,  we  can't  leave 
psychology  to  other  specialists,  be- 
cause all  truth  is  God's  truth,  and 
true  psychological  growth  aids  true 
spiritual  growth. 

We  also  cannot  ignore  the  mid-life 
crisis  because  the  word  of  God  con- 
tains accounts  of  real  people  who  ex- 
perienced this  crisis  and  who  fell  be- 
cause they  didn't  understand  what 
was  happening  to  them  and  because 
they  had  to  face  the  crisis  alone. 

Moses  experienced  that  crisis 
alone  and  ended  up  running  from 
God  and  from  life  and  ministry  for 
40  years.  King  David  likewise  went 
through  this  experience  alone  and 
ended  up  breaking  three  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  before  it  was  over. 
As  a  result,  a  baby  died,  the  nation 
of  Israel  suffered,  the  name  of  God 
was  blasphemed,  and  the  sword  of 
trouble  and  death  hung  over  David's 
head  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Yes,  families,  even  Christian 
families,  do  face  a  series  of  crises  in 
mid-life.  And  serious  consequences 
can  result  when  they  have  to  go 
through  this  experience  alone. 

Exploring  the  mid-life  crisis 

Let's  explore  this  important  area 
together.  We  will  look  at  when  the 
mid-life  crisis  occurs,  what  it  is,  and 
how  it  can  be  worked  through  in 
constructive    ways.    Because    soci- 


ety is  more  aware  of  the  changes 
women  go  through  as  part  of  their 
mid-life  adjustment,  I  will  focus 
primarily  on  how  this  crisis  affects 
men  and  the  resultant  effects  on  the 
family. 

By  now  I'm  sure  you  are  curious  to 
know  when  the  mid-life  crisis  occurs. 
Unfortunately,  experts  on  this  sub- 
ject disagree  as  to  the  exact  time.  A 
number  of  variables  serve  to  explain 
this  lack  of  agreement.  People  have 
different  genes,  different  back- 
grounds, different  goals,  different 
lifestyles,  and  different  states  of 
mind.  All  of  these  can  influence 
when  mid-life  crisis  occurs.  There- 
fore, about  the  best  we  can  say  is 
that  men  and  women  can  expect  to 
experience  this  crisis  sometime  be- 
tween the  ages  of  35  and  55. 

It  is  an  even  more  difficult  task  to 
describe  what  the  mid-life  crisis  is. 
The  mid-life  crisis  is  a  multifac- 
eted  experience.  Everyone  who  goes 
through  it  will  undergo  a  number  of 
the  same  experiences.  But  there  will 
also  be  significant  differences  in 
everyone's  experience. 

The  mid-life  crisis  is  a  major  life 
adjustment  period.  It  is  a  time  of  set- 
tling into  a  new  set  of  life  realities,  a 
turning  point  in  one's  attitudes 
about  life  and  death.  It  is  a  time  of 
career  disruption  and  job  change.  It 
is  a  also  a  high-risk  period  for  mar- 
riages, and  a  time  when  many  extra- 
marital affairs  occur. 
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Mid-life  crisis  has  also  been  called 
the  second  adolescence.  The  person 
going  through  it  struggles  with  de- 
pression, anger,  frustration,  and  re- 
bellion. The  crisis  is  all  pervasive, 
touching  the  physical,  social,  cul- 
tural, occupational,  and  spiritual  as- 
pects of  one's  life. 

The  person  who  experiences  mid- 
life crisis  is  like  a  mountain  climber 
who,  exhausted,  reaches  the  top  of 
his  highest  mountain.  He  looks  back 
over  where  he  has  come  from  and 
forward  to  what  lies  ahead.  He 
knows  that  he  has  climbed  his  high- 
est mountain  and  asks  himself,  "Am 
I  any  different  for  having  done  so. 
Am  I  fulfilled  by  having  done  it? 
Have  I  achieved  in  life  what  I 
wanted  to  achieve?" 

When  we  enter  mid-life  crisis,  we 
realize  that  we  are  never  going  to 
reach  all  of  our  goals,  never  going  to 
realize  all  our  dreams,  never  going 
to  achieve  that  Utopian  bliss  we 
thought  would  be  ours  in  mid-life. 

Mid-life's  four  enemies 

The  man  in  mid-life  crisis  sees 
himself  facing  at  least  four  enemies. 

The  first  of  these  is  his  body. 
That  body  is  communicating  to  him 
in  undeniable  messages  —  telling 
him  that  he  is  slowing  down  and  los- 
ing his  youthful  appearance.  His 
energy  level  is  lower  and  his 
stamina  is  shortchanging  him.  His 
muscles  are  flabby  and  he  is  fighting 
the  battle  of  the  bulge. 

His  second  enemy  is  his  work,  his 
vocation.  He  keeps  wondering  how 
he  got  trapped  in  this  job  and  often 
feels  that  he  has  missed  his  calling 
in  life.  His  work  no  longer  chal- 
lenges him,  and  he  is  on  a  treadmill. 
Daily  he  goes  through  a  boring 
routine  to  meet  his  financial  obliga- 
tions. The  major  portion  of  his  wak- 
ing hours  is  spent  at  work,  so  the 
major  portion  of  his  life  is  filled  with 
drudgery  and  stress. 

His  third  enemy  is  his  wife  and 
family.  If  it  weren't  for  his  enor- 
mous financial  obligations,  he  would 
quit  that  depressing  job  im- 
mediately. But  he  can't  because  he 
needs  his  salary  to  pay  for  his  house, 
for  all  those  insurance  policies,  for 
his  children's  education,  and  for 
those  family  vacations.  If  it  weren't 
for  all  of  his  family  responsibilities, 
he  could  give  up  that  job  and  live 
more  simply. 
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His  final  enemy  is  God.  The  mid- 
life man  often  envisions  God  as  lean- 
ing out  of  the  window  of  heaven, 
grinning  fiendishly,  and  pointing  a 
long,  bony  finger  at  him  as  He  says, 
"You  despicable,  disgraceful  Chris- 
tian! You  are  the  worst  possible 
example  of  a  mature  man.  You  are 
selfish,  filled  with  lust,  lazy.  You  are 
so  disgusting  that  I  am  about  to  spit 
you  out  of  MY  mouth." 

Families  face  a  series 
of  crises  in  mid-life. 
Serious  consequences 
can  result  when  they 
have  to  go  through 
this  experience  alone. 

Mid-life  man  views  God  as  his 
enemy  —  an  unfair  enemy.  He  says 
to  God,  "You  made  me  this  way.  You 
gave  me  these  drives  and  interests. 
You  knew  all  about  the  change  that 
would  be  coming  in  my  life.  You  are 
the  One  who  allowed  the  human 
body  to  age  and  finally  die.  You  are 
the  One  who  is  really,  ultimately,  to 
blame  for  the  mess  I  now  am  and  am 
now  in!" 

People  in  mid-life  crisis  frequently 
undergo  a  drastic  change  in  person- 
ality. They  suddenly  seem  to  be  say- 
ing, "I've  made  up  my  mind;  it's 
time  to  have  a  little  fun."  And  so 
they  begin  the  pursuit  of  a  new  god 
—  the  god  of  self-indulgence. 

What  is  really  going  on  here? 
What  is  the  root  cause  of  this  period 
of  turmoil  and  change? 

The  third  period  of  evaluation 

Mid-life  crisis  is  the  third  period 
of  evaluation  and  change  in  adult 
human  development.  The  first  usu- 
ally takes  place  in  the  mid-twenties; 
the  second  at  around  age  30;  and 
this  one  sometime  between  the  ages 
of  35  and  55. 

This  period  of  life  evaluation  and 
change  is  the  most  intense  and  the 
most  dangerous.  In  it  we  come  to 
grips  with  our  own  mortality.  Mid- 
life is  a  time  of  crisis  because  we  are 
confronted  with  the  fact  that  we  are 
getting  old  and  that  we  are  going  to 
die. 

In  this  evaluation  period  we  go 
through  six  distinct  stages  before  we 


settle  down  to  face  the  reality  of  life 
ahead  of  us.  The  first  of  these  stages 
is  denial  —  it's  not  true.  I'm  really 
not  getting  older;  I  won't  die.  The 
second  stage  is  anger  —  anger  at 
everyone  and  everything.  Our  wives 
and  families  often  feel  that  our 
anger  is  their  fault.  But  it  isn't. 

Then  comes  the  replay  stage,  in 
which  we  play  the  game  one  more 
time.  One  more  of  anything  and 
everything  for  old  times'  sake.  This 
over,  we  move  to  depression  —  de- 
pression because  once  again  we  are 
faced  with  the  inevitable. 

Stage  five  is  withdrawal,  when 
we  begin  to  cut  ourselves  off  from 
God  and  others.  This  gives  way,  at 
last,  to  the  final  stage,  acceptance. 
Here  we  finally  make  peace  with  be- 
coming older  and  with  the  inevita- 
bility of  our  own  personal  death. 
Suddenly  we  find  our  attitude 
changed  as  we  stop  moaning,  "Oh, 
isn't  it  terrible;  half  the  pie  is  gone?" 
and  start  rejoicing,  "Wow,  isn't  this 
great;  half  the  pie  is  still  left?" 

Moses'  mid-life  crisis 

Let's  now  turn  to  Moses,  a  man 
who  mishandled  his  mid-life  crisis 
and  ended  up  wasting  40  years 
while  running  away  from  God  and 
from  life.  When  Moses  was  40,  he 
was  an  honor  graduate  from  the 
schools  of  Egypt  and  a  man  of  power 
and  authority  there.  He  had  climbed 
his  highest  mountain,  it  would 
seem. 

Then  Moses  went  out  to  look  on 
the  burdens  of  his  brothers.  As  he 
did  so,  he  saw  an  Egyptian  beating 
an  Israelite.  Seeing  that  violent  act, 
Moses  looked  to  the  left  and  right,  to 
the  front  and  back,  then  tried  to 
solve  the  problem  himself  by  killing 
the  Egyptian.  How  sad  that  Moses 
didn't  also  look  up.  But  many  peo- 
ple in  mid-life  no  longer  look  up  to 
God. 

Because  of  this  violent  act,  Moses 
had  to  run  for  his  life  into  the  de- 
sert, where  he  wasted  the  next  40 
years  tending  sheep  for  his  father- 
in-law.  Born  to  be  Pharaoh,  Moses 
in  mid-life  was  a  broken,  empty,  de- 
spairing man.  As  he  wandered  the 
backside  of  the  desert,  he  must  have 
cried  many  times,  "Surely  there 
must  be  more  to  life  than  this!" 

But  Moses  was  ripe  for  God  to  do  a 

significant  work  in  his  life.  So  one 

(continued  on  page  11) 


Raising  Our  Awareness 
Of  Social  Issues 


By  Jean  Lersch 


THE  Social  Concerns  Committee 
of  General  Conference  plans  to 
bring  several  concerns  to  the  de- 
nomination this  year  through  arti- 
cles in  the  Evangelist.  Lynn  Ellis 
will  share  some  of  her  experiences 
as  a  Christian  social  worker.  Robin 
App  will  write  an  article  dealing 
with  a  concern  of  hers.  And  Jan 
Hardesty  will  consider  "The 
Church's  Responsibility  to  the  Men- 
tally-Handicapped." 

As  an  introduction  to  the  work  of 
the  Social  Concerns  Committee, 
here  are  three  excerpts  from  other 
organizations  dealing  with  these 
issues: 

1.  SOCIAL  ACTION 

COMMISSION  STATEMENT 

National  Association 

of  Evangelicals 

"Our  message  is  first  and  foremost 
good  news:  news  of  the  possibility  of 
salvation  from  the  lostness  and  cor- 
ruption of  life  to  which  sin  has  sub- 
jected humankind.  That  corruption 
of  life  gives  rise  to  many  of  the  prob- 
lems which  we  are  apt  to  call  the  'so- 
cial   issues'    of    our    time.    .     .    . 

Mrs.  Lersch,  a  member  of  Brethren 
House  Ministries,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla., 
chairs  the  Social  Concerns  Committee  of 
General  Conference. 


when  we  present  God's  word  regard- 
ing social  issues,  we  are  in  reality 
encouraging  Christians  toward  a 
practical  expression  of  New  Birth, 
and  calling  non-Christians  to  experi- 
ence New  Birth.  .  .  ." 

Samuel  M.  Brubaker,  Chair 

2.  EXCERPT  FROM 

"SHALOM!"  JOURNAL 

Board  of  Brotherhood  Concerns 

of  the  Brethren  in  Christ  Church 

"To  move  from  the  Bible  to  con- 
crete public  policy  proposals  re- 
quires at  least  four  steps:  first,  a  de- 
cision to  submit  every  political 
thought  and  action  to  biblical  reve- 
lation rather  than  ideological  bias; 
second,  a  careful  analysis  of  the 
biblical  material;  third,  a  sophisti- 
cated study  of  society;  and  fourth, 
the  formation  and  testing  of  con- 
crete, specific  proposals  for  public 
life. 

"The  starting  point  is  to  accept  the 
political  implications  of  the  Chris- 
tians' confession  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
Lord.  If  Christ  is  head  of  our  poli- 
tics, then  Jesus  will  set  our  political 
agenda.  Most  Christians  most  of  the 
time  get  their  political  opinions  from 
family,  friends  and  neighbors  rather 
than  Jesus.  If  we  are  serious  about 
Jesus,  however,  that  simply  will  not 
do.  To  refuse  to  let  Jesus  and  his  rev- 


elation set  our  political  agenda  is  fi- 
nally to  deny  that  he  is  our  Lord. 

"The  second  step,  careful  biblical 
study,  requires  a  lot  more  than  hast- 
ily stringing  together  a  few  proof 
texts.  Step  two  really  involves  sev- 
eral substeps:  attention  to  the  total 
biblical  story;  the  development  of 
comprehensive  summaries  or 
paradigms  on  particular  topics  like 
the  family  or  economic  justice;  and 
the  articulation  of  a  balanced  bibli- 
cal agenda  of  concerns. 

"The  fact  that  contemporary  soci- 
ety is  vastly  different  from  biblical 
times  underlines  the  importance  of 
step  three:  sophisticated  study  of  so- 
ciety. The  most  careful  socio- 
economic-political  analysis  is  essen- 
tial. This  includes  everything  from 
getting  one's  facts  straight  about  the 
actual  number  of  homeless  or  un- 
employed persons  to  developing 
broad  historical  generalizations 
based  on  a  careful  study  of  history. 

"Finally,  in  the  fourth  step,  we 
need  to  propose  and  test  very  specific 
proposals  for  public  policy.  It  is  not 
good  enough  to  say  that  the  Bible 
demands  justice  for  the  poor.  Some- 
one needs  to  say  what  concretely 
that  biblical  concern  means  for  re- 
shaping current  policy  on  welfare  or 
economic  foreign  aid.  To  do  that  re- 
quires an  application  of  the  biblical 
paradigms  to  the  complexities  of 
modern  society." 

Ronald  J.  Sider 

3.  EXCERPT  FROM 

"WASHINGTON  MEMO" 

Mennonite  Central  Committee 

"In  centuries  past,  the  principal 
causes  of  human  suffering  were 
earthquakes,  drought,  floods,  pesti- 
lence, etc.  In  our  time,  the  greater 
proportion  of  human  suffering  in  the 
world  is  the  result  of  policy  decisions 
and  actions  of  governments.  In  the 
20th  century,  more  than  98  million 
persons  have  been  killed  in  war, 
over  five  times  as  many  deaths  as  in 
the  19th  century.  In  this  century  85 
wars  were  started  before  1945,  120 
since  then,  with  four  times  as  many 
deaths  after  World  War  II  than  be- 
fore. Over  1  billion  people  (one-fifth 
of  humanity)  now  live  in  countries 
controlled  by  military  regimes. 
Clearly,  in  our  life  time,  the  amount 
of  human  suffering  and  death 
caused  by  the  decisions  and  actions 
of  governments  has  increased  sub- 
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stantially.  By  the  same  token  much 
of  this  human  suffering  and  death  is 
also  amenable  to,  and  could  be  re- 
duced by,  the  actions  of  govern- 
ment." 

4.  CONCLUSIONS 

What  can  we  Christians  in  The 
Brethren  Church  learn  from  state- 
ments such  as  these? 

1.  As  a  member  denomination  in 
the  National  Association  of  Evangel- 
icals, we  are  part  of  a  larger  group  of 
Christians  concerned  about  doing 
God's  work  in  the  world. 

2.  Dr.  Sider,  who  teaches  at  East- 
ern  Baptist   Theological    Seminary 


and  is  president  of  Evangelicals  for 
Social  Action,  reminds  us  that  as 
Christians  we  must  interpret  God's 
word  responsibly  as  we  participate 
in  our  government.  As  citizens  of  a 
democracy,  we  are  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment ("of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  and  for  the  people"). 

3.  The  Washington  Memo  inter- 
prets national  legislation  and  policy, 
seeking  to  reflect  the  biblical  con- 
cerns for  justice  and  peace.  Its  state- 
ment calls  us  to  examine  carefully 
the  editorials  and  other  analyses  we 
read  about  today's  problems.  We 
need  to  get  our  facts  straight  before 
we  join  causes. 


The  Social  Concerns  Committee  of 
General  Conference  is  seeking, 
through  biblical  study  and  the  appli- 
cation of  that  study  to  today's  prob- 
lems, to  lead  the  denomination  in 
the  ways  outlined  by  the  NAE  policy 
statements  to: 

1.  "Raise  the  awareness  of  Chris- 
tians regarding  social  issues;" 

2.  "Discern  from  the  Scriptures 
the  will  of  God  regarding  these  is- 
sues;" 

3.  "Communicate  [to  The  Brethren 
Church]  in  ways  that  will 
strengthen  obedience  to  Christ  and 
enhance  the  Church's  witness  to  the 
world."  [t] 


The  Family  in  Mid-Life 

(continued  from  page  9) 
day  he  saw  a  bush  that  burned  and 
burned.  "How  unusual!"  he  thought 
to  himself.  "I  wish  I  could  be  like 
that  bush.  I  once  burned  like  that 
in  deep  compassion  for  others.  But  I 
burned  out,  and  for  40  years  I've 
been  a  heap  of  ashes." 

In  mid-life  we,  too,  say  to  our- 
selves, "I  used  to  burn  like  that, 
with  love  for  my  Lord,  my  wife  and 
family,  my  job,  and  for  others." 

Notice  that  the  resolution  of 
Moses'  mid-life  crisis  came  when  he 
turned  around  to  see  why  that  bush 
kept  burning.  This  was  his  moment 
of  truth. 

Exodus  chapter  3  tells  us  that  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  Moses 
out  of  the  midst  of  that  bush.  When 
the  Lord  saw  that  Moses  was  at  last 
interested  enough  to  find  out  why 
this  bush  was  burning,  then  He 
called  him  by  name.  "Moses,"  He 
said,  "take  off  your  shoes.  This  is 
holy  ground." 

Then  God  explained.  "Moses,  you 
are  not  in  the  presence  of  an  un- 
usual bush;  you  are  in  the  presence 
of  the  living  God."  There  was  no- 
thing special  about  that  bush.  Any 
bush  would  have  done.  It  was  God  in 
the  bush  that  sustained  the  fire. 
Likewise,  it  is  God  in  a  man  who 
sustains  the  fires  of  marriage,  of  vo- 
cation, of  Christian  caring  and  com- 
mitment. 

Forty  years  earlier  Moses  had 
looked  into  a  mirror  and  said,  "Man, 
what  a  'bush'!  If  there  ever  was  a 
man  raised  up  to  save  Israel  —  to  do 
a  great  work  —  I  am  that  man." 
With  that  thought,  Moses  went  out 
to  fail  and  to  burn  out. 


But  now  in  mid-life,  Moses  hears 
God  speaking  to  him.  "If  you  will  let 
Me  be  God,  I  will  do  through  you 
what  you  tried  unsuccessfully  to  do 
yourself  at  the  start  of  your  crisis." 

It  was  a  hard  lesson  for  Moses  to 
learn,  so  the  Lord  spoke  again. 
"What's  that  in  your  hand?"  he 
asked  Moses.  The  human  hand  sym- 
bolizes human  strength  and  self-suf- 
ficiency. 

Moses  answered,  "It's  my  rod.  I 
use  it  with  my  sheep.  I  picked  it  up 
in  the  desert.  It's  like  a  part  of  me 
now."  Moses  was  still  relying  on 
himself. 

God  speaks  again:  "Throw  it  on 
the  ground  and  I  will  show  you  what 
it  really  is."  When  Moses  obeys,  the 
rod  becomes  a  serpent.  In  his  mid- 
life crisis.  Moses  had  started  to  serve 
the  devil.  The  serpent  starts  to  chase 
Moses,  and  Moses  does  what  he  has 
been  doing  for  40  years  —  he  runs 
away. 

"Stop  running!"  God  commands. 
"Take  this  situation  by  the  tail." 

"By  the 
tail!"  Moses 
says.  "But 
what  about 
the  other 
end?" 

"Moses, 
take  the  tail. 
I  am  God 
and  I'll  take 
care  of  the 
other  end. 
The  victory 
over  life  and 
death  is  my 
battle,  as 
your  God. 
You  get  that 


serpent  or  it  will  get  you.  Grab  it  by 
the  tail." 

So  at  last  Moses  faces  death  and 
aging  and  puts  forth  his  hand  and 
takes  it  be  the  tail.  Moses  takes  that 
serpent,  that  crisis,  by  the  tail,  and 
it  becomes  the  rod  of  God  —  a  sym- 
bol of  the  strength  of  God  in  his  life, 
adequate  for  every  situation.  And 
Moses  and  God  walk  on  into  the  fu- 
ture together. 

The  same  can  be  true  of  our  lives. 
When  we  face  and  accept  and  pick 
up  the  rod,  which  is  the  symbol  of 
our  defeat  in  mid-life,  it  becomes  a 
symbol  of  the  fact  that  God  has 
taken  over.  He  will  now  give  us 
strength.  He  will  go  with  us  through 
the  aging  process.  He  will  go  with  us 
through  death  and  into  eternal  life. 
And  when  God  is  within  us  and  in 
control  again,  we  will  burn  with  a 
durable  flame  that  will  ignite  our 
Christian  commitment,  our  mar- 
riage commitment,  and  our  commit- 
ment to  live  to  the  fullest  as  long  as 
life  shall  last.  [t] 
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Brethren  Benevolent  Care 


Continuing  a  Tradition  of  Caring 


By  Rev.  Doc  Shank 
President,  The  Benevolent  Board  of  The  Brethren  Church 


FROM  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury to  the  present,  The  Breth- 
ren Church  has  taken  seriously  the 
need  to  serve  the  aged  and  to  help 
the  infirm  within  her  membership. 
This  concern  was  first  manifested 
when  the  church  established  the 
Brethren's  Home  at  Flora,  Indiana, 
where  through  the  years  many  have 
found  a  home  away  from  home. 
From  time  to  time  improvements 
have  been  made  on  the  Brethren's 
Home,  and  today  we  have  a  modern 
facility  that  serves  well. 

In  the  early  1970s,  another  home 
was  built  known  as  Brethren  Care  of 
Ashland,  Ohio.  This  home,  likewise, 


has  undergone  changes  and  im- 
provements, all  of  which  have 
helped  it  to  serve  better. 

Although  each  of  these  homes  has 
its  own  board  of  directors,  the  Be- 
nevolent Board  supports  each  facil- 
ity in  various  ways.  The  Benevolent 
Board  meets  yearly  with  the  board 
of  each  home  in  order  to  hear  reports 
and  approve  board  membership. 
Through  the  gifts  of  the  Brethren, 
the  Benevolent  Board  has  been  able 
to  help  each  home  by  providing 
funds  as  needed. 

The  Benevolent  Board  also  oper- 
ates a  retirement  facility  known  as 
Buckeye  Apartments,  located  in  Ash- 


land. The  Board  has  subsidized  this 
apartment  building  in  the  amount  of 
$600  per  month  for  several  years. 

In  addition,  the  Board  has  paid  a 
small  amount  each  month  to  eligible 
retired  pastors  and  widows  of  pas- 
tors. This  is  known  as  the  Superan- 
nuated Fund. 

All  of  the  above  have  been  possi- 
ble because  of  the  faithful  support  of 
the  Brethren.  For  this  the  Board 
says  "Thank  you." 

The  Board  is  now  exploring  other 
ways  in  which  to  be  more  helpful  to 
more  people.  By  General  Confer- 
ence, we  hope  that  details  can  be 
worked  out  and  the  plan  reported,     [t] 


The  Brethren's  Home: 

A  Director's  Viewpoint 


AS  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  Brethren's 
Home  at  Flora,  I  have  been  asked  to 
share  a  brief  report  of  the  operation 
of  the  Home  throughout  1986. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  we  have 
continued  to  upgrade  and  improve 
the  Flora  facility.  At  this  time  we 
are  just  finishing  the  refurbishing  of 
the  public  areas  —  the  entance  halls 
and  lobbies.  New  circulating 
whirlpool  tubs  with  chairlifts  have 
been  installed  in  the  central  bath- 
rooms, and  these  rooms  have  also  re- 
ceived new  paint,  floor  covering,  and 
light  fixtures. 

In  addition,  new  carpet  and  drapes 
have  been  installed  in  the  resident 
room  on  the  south  wing  of  the  nurs- 

Rev.  Gable  is  president  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Brethren's  Home  of  In- 
diana, Inc. 
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By  Austin  Gable 


ing  home,  and  this  area  has  been 
painted.  The  food  storage  areas  and 
kitchen   have   likewise   been   reno- 


vated and  painted. 

I  am  also  happy  to  report  a  con- 
tinued   upgrading   of  services   and 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Above,  recently  refurbished  lobby  at  the  Brethren's  Home.  At  right,  new  whirlpool 
tub  and  chairlift. 


patient  care  throughout  1986.  At 
present  —  and  for  the  first  time  in 
recent  years  —  we  have  three  or 
four  empty  beds,  and  I  urge  the 
Brethren  to  think  of  Flora  in  any 
time  of  need.  Our  goal  is  to  minister 
to  our  residents,  not  only  to  give 


physical  care,  but  to  provide  an  en- 
vironment that  shares  the  spirit  and 
love  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  closing  I  want  to  say  "Thank 
you"  to  all  who  have  been  regular 
donors,  as  well  as  to  the  employees, 
whose  dedicated  and  faithful  service 


makes  the  work  at  the  Brethren's 
Home  possible. 

If  you  can  come  and  visit  us  at  the 
Flora  Home,  we  invite  you  and  wel- 
come you  at  any  time.  [t] 


Voluntarism  —  the  Secret 
To  More  Interesting  and  Exciting  Living 


By  Mary  L.  Blue 


ALL  of  us  know  the  verse  John 
3:16  —  "For  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life." 

One  of  the  key  words  in  this  verse 
is  "gave."  God  loved  us  to  the  ulti- 
mate, so  He  gave  His  ultimate  for 
us  —  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  This 
puts  a  different  light  on  this  gift  of 
love.  We  can't  earn  it  or  buy  it,  be- 
cause it's  a  gift.  But  we  can  respond 
to  that  love,  so  freely  given  to  us,  by 
sharing  the  resources  we  have 
through  volunteering. 

Volunteers  are  an  important  piece 
in  the  Brethren's  Home  picture. 
They  play  a  significant  part  in  the 
daily  activities  and  social  program. 
They  provide  stimulation  from  the 
world  outside  the  facility.  And  to- 

Ms.  Blue  is  Activites  and  Social 
Services  Director  at  the  Brethren's 
Home. 

February  1987 


Brethren's  Home  residents  working  together  on  a  project. 


gether,  they  contribute  countless 
hours  of  assistance  to  and  support 
for  the  residents  and  staff. 

Our  volunteer  program  is  for  both 
young  and  old,  male  and  female,  the 
busy  and  those  who  have  more  time 


to  spare.  Only  through  the  volunteer 
program  is  it  possible  for  the  gift 
shop  and  the  comfort-making  project 
to  function.  Volunteers  also  make 
possible  the  one-to-one  visitation 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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program  and  the  resident  assistance 
plan,  which  are  vital  to  the  social 
life  of  our  residents. 

Not  all  volunteers  come  from  the 
outside  community.  Some  come  from 
within  the  health  care  and  retire- 
ment center  itself.  Residents  volun- 
teer for  committees,  which  make  up 
the  Residents  Council.  Other  resi- 
dents assist  with  the  new-resident 
program.  In  this  program,  residents 
who   have   adjusted  to   life  at  the 


Brethren's  Home 

Resident  Receives 

National  Recognition 

Miss  Fern  Brown,  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Brethren's  Home, 
recently  received  a  50-year- 
service  award  from  the 
American  Dietetic  Associa- 
tion in  recognition  of  her 
longstanding  membership  in 
this  association.  At  right, 
Mrs.  Barbara  Mayfield,  Con- 
sulting Dietitian  for  the 
Brethren's  Home,  presents 
the  award  to  Miss  Brown. 


home  welcome  and  lend  an  under- 
standing ear  to  new  residents  who 
are  making  the  adjustment  from  liv- 
ing in  their  own  homes  to  life  in  a 
health  facility  environment. 

One  outstanding  volunteer  resid- 
ing in  the  health  care  facility  is 
Delite  Helm.  After  moving  to  the 
Brethren's  Home  from  Chicago,  she 
said,  "My  pastor  advised  me  to  be 
useful."  Three  weeks  after  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  home,  she  approached 


the  Activities  Director  and  asked 
when  she  could  start  a  discussion 
group  to  help  others  grow  both  men- 
tally and  spiritually.  She  has  also 
found  another  mission  —  being  a 
special  friend  to  a  stroke  victim.  She 
visits,  listens,  and  supports  this  per- 
son, and  together  they  find  life  in- 
teresting and  meaningful. 

The  residents  of  Brethren's  Vil- 
lage also  support  the  health  care 
volunteer  program  in  many  ways. 
They  continue  their  loyal  support  for 
our  comfort-making  project.  They  do 
all  the  cutting  and  sewing  in  a 
mobile  home,  where  they  join  com- 
munity volunteers.  The  Brethren's 
Village  residents  also  volunteer  to 
work  in  the  gift  shop  daily.  And  vol- 
unteers from  the  Village  and  the 
community  conduct  weekly  Bible 
studies  and  provide  music  for  wor- 
ship and  memorial  services. 

There  is  a  secret  for  living  that 
can  make  life  interesting  and  excit- 
ing, no  matter  what  your  age.  That 
secret  is  doing  something  for  some- 
one else  —  giving  of  yourself  just  as 
the  Lord  sacrificed  His  Son.  The  key 
to  this  secret  for  living  lies  within 
your  heart.  Why  not  investigate 
ways  in  which  you  can  share  your 
life  by  volunteering  at  the  Breth- 
ren's Home  or  at  a  nursing  home  or 
hospital  near  you?  [t] 


Improvements  at  Brethren  Care 


BRETHREN  CARE  of  Ashland 
has  completed  another  fine 
year  of  service  to  our  residents. 
Though  our  census  remained  lower 
than  we  had  hoped,  the  facility  was 
able  to  meet  all  obligations.  Cost- 
control  became  a  top  priority 
throughout  the  year. 

An  ongoing  interior  painting  pro- 
gram has  significantly  changed  the 
appearance  of  Brethren  Care.  Al- 
most two-thirds  of  the  residents' 
rooms  were  repainted  during  1986. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  Adminstrator  of  Breth- 
ren Care  of  Ashland. 


The  kitchen  area  and  storage  rooms 
also  received  a  face  lift  during  the 
year. 

Other  major  projects  completed  in 
1986  included  purchasing  a  more  ef- 
ficient phone  system,  a  higher-out- 
put copy  machine,  and  a  dishwarmer. 
In  addition,  our  employee  hospitali- 
zation coverage  was  changed  in 
order  to  provide  a  substantial  reduc- 
tion in  cost  to  our  employees  without 
reducing  benefits. 

Since  Brethren  Care  has  always 
suffered  from  a  lack  of  storage  space, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  approved  con- 
struction of  a  2,100-square-foot  stor- 


By  Darrel  Barnes 

age  building.  Construction  began  in 
December  and  should  be  completed 
sometime  this  month  (February). 
Plans  are  also  being  made  to  de- 
molish an  old  farmhouse  adjacent  to 
the  nursing  home,  possibly  to  be  re- 
placed by  a  much-needed  parking 
lot. 

We  would  like  to  thank  all  the  in- 
dividuals and  groups  who  faithfully 
donated  items  and  monies  to  Breth- 
ren Care  in  1986.  These  generous 
gifts  have  enabled  us  to  continue  our 
ministry  to  those  we  serve.  Your 
continued  support  will  be  very  much 
appreciated.  [t] 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Garber  Brethren  Church  building  with  the  new  addition  at  the  right. 

Garber  Church  Dedicates  Foyer 
Of  New  Addition  December  21st 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  Garber  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Ashland  dedicated  a 
new  foyer  to  its  church  building  dur- 
ing the  morning  worship  service  on 
Sunday  morning,  December  21. 

Rev.  Russell  King,  pastor  of  the 
Garber  congregation,  presented  a  mes- 
sage on  "Giving  Gifts  to  God"  during 
this  special  dedication  service.  Follow- 
ing   the    sermon,    the    congregation 


joined  in  a  Litany  of  Dedication. 

The  dedication  service  concluded 
with  a  ceremonial  opening  of  the  foyer 
doors.  Participating  in  this  ceremony 
were  Conrad  Griffith,  chairman  of  the 
Property  Ministry,  which  is  in  charge 
of  the  building  project;  Rev.  Smith 
Rose,  moderator  of  the  Garber  Church; 
and  Pastor  King. 

The  new  foyer  is  the  first  section  to 


be  opened  for  use  of  a  two-story  addi- 
tion to  the  church  building.  It  provides 
a  new  main  entrance  to  the  building 
as  well  as  an  entrance  for  the  hand- 
icapped, a  welcoming  area,  and  a  new 
stairway  to  the  basement. 

The  remainder  of  the  addition  will 
contain  a  new  entrance  to  the  nursery 
on  the  main  floor,  men's  and  women's 
restrooms  on  both  levels,  and  a  new 
kitchen,  classroom,  janitor's  closet, 
and  food  pantry  on  the  lower  level. 

Work  on  the  addition  began  during 
General  Conference  week  in  1985. 
Simonson  Builders  of  Ashland  con- 
structed the  basic  shell  and  did  the 
heating,  plumbing,  and  electrical 
work.  The  remainder  of  the  labor  was 
done  by  members  and  friends  of  the 
Garber  Church. 

Part  of  the  financing  for  the  addi- 
tion came  as  a  loan  from  the  Revolv- 
ing Loan  Fund  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  The  Brethren  Church.  Re- 
maining funds  have  come  from  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  congregation 
through  faith  promises,  memorial 
gifts,  and  other  contributions,  which 
have  been  given  over  a  two-year 
period. 

Work  on  the  church  building  con- 
tinues on  a  "pay-as-you-go"  basis.  The 
next  project  to  be  completed  is  the  in- 
stallation of  new  drywall,  paneling, 
and  wiring  in  the  old  basement  area. 
—  reported  by  Rev.  Russell  King 


Missions  Offering  is  Highlight 
Of  Christmas  at  Wayne  Heights 

Waynesboro,  Pa.  —  The  highlight  of 
the  Christmas  season  at  the  Wayne 
Heights  Brethren  Church  was  the  an- 
nual "Dressing  of  the  Missions  Christ- 
mas Tree." 

During  the  morning  service  on  Sun- 
day, December  21,  each  person  in  at- 
tendance went  to  the  platform  to  hang 
an  ornament  on  the  Missions  Tree. 
These  were  not  ordinary  ornaments. 
They  were  beautifully  decorated  plas- 
tic eggs,  each  containing  someone's 
special  Christmas  missions  offering. 

These  offerings  were  to  go  to  the 
Missionary  Board  of  The  Brethren 
Church  to  help  with  outfitting  costs 
for  Tim  and  Janet  Solomon,  as  they 
prepare  to  go  to  South  America.  The 
goal  for  the  offering  was  $1,000.00. 

Enthusiasm  ran  high  as  each  per- 
son placed  an  ornament  on  the  tree, 
all  hoping  that  the  goal  would  be  met. 
Their  hopes  were  not  in  vain,  for 
during  the  evening  service  it  was  an- 
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nounced    that    the    Missions    Christ- 
mas Tree  Offering  totaled  $1,328. 

"We  praise  the  Lord  for  enabling  us 
to  have  this  part  in  the  great  mission- 
ary program  of  the  church,"  said  Rev. 
Henry  Bates,  pastor  of  the  Wayne 
Heights  Church,  "and  we  commend 
the  members  of  the  church  —  many  of 
whom  are  living  on  limited  incomes  — 
for  their  commitment  to  the  work  of 
the  Lord  through  this  means." 


Photo  by  Joel  Fisher. 

Heather  Boyd  and  Shelly  Klinge  hang 
their  oranments  on  the  Missions  Tree. 


National  Forum  Set  for  April  7 
At  Holiday  Inn  near  Columbus 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Concerned  clergy 
and  lay  persons  are  invited  to  attend 
the  National  Forum  on  the  Future  of 
The  Brethren  Church,  scheduled  for 
April  7,  1987. 

This  forum  has  arisen  out  of  a 
genuine  desire  to  find  positive  solu- 
tions to  the  problems  that  face  The 
Brethren  Church.  Dr.  Charles  Munson 
is  the  convener. 

The  forum  will  be  held  near  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  at  the  Columbus/Worth- 
ington  Holiday  Inn,  located  at  175 
Hutchinson  (Interstate  270  to  the  U.S. 
23  North  exit).  The  meeting  will  begin 
at  11:30  a.m.  and  adjourn  at  5:00  p.m. 
The  only  cost  is  for  the  noon  lunch. 

If  you  plan  to  attend,  please  send 
word  to  Dr.  Charles  Munson,  910 
Center  St.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  Dead- 
line for  reservations  is  March  30. 
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Lathrop  Church  Pays  Tribute 
To  Pastor  Sluss  and  Family 


Lathrop,  Calif.  —  Members  of  the 
Lathrop  Brethren  Church  paid  tribute 
to  their  pastor,  Rev.  James  Sluss,  his 
wife,  Lois,  and  their  children,  Paul 
and  Gayle,  on  Sunday,  January  4,  by 
holding  an  open  house  in  their  honor. 

The  open  house  was  also  a  time  for 
the  Lathrop  Church  to  say  good-bye  to 
the  Slusses,  who  left  Lathrop  January 
10  to  assume  the  pastorate  of  the 
Roanoke,  Ind,  First  Brethren  Church. 

The  event  was  held  Sunday  after- 
noon in  the  fellowship  area  of  the 
church  facilities,  which  had  been  deco- 
rated in  pink,  and  purple  (Lois's  favor- 
ite colors)  by  Kathy  Hartgraves  and 
Terri  Ozment.  Invitations  were  ex- 
tended to  the  other  two  Northern 
California  District  churches  (North- 
gate  and  Stockton),  to  the  community, 
and  to  several  civic  organizations  to 
which  Pastor  Sluss  belonged.  In  all, 
approximately  200  people  attended 
the  open  house. 

There  was  no  formal  program  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  just  lots  of  fellow- 
ship and  good  food.  One  focus  of  atten- 
tion was  a  special-edition  newspaper, 
the  Lathrop  Journal,  published  for  the 
occasion  by  Kathy  Perry.  The  four- 
page  newspaper  gave  highlights  of 
Pastor  Sluss's  ministry  and  included 
several  pictures  of  the  pastor  and  his 
family. 

The    paper's    editorial,    written    by 


Carlon  Perry,  paid  tribute  to 
Rev.  Sluss  as  "A  Builder  and  a 
Pastor."  It  noted  that  while  at 
Lathrop,  Pastor  Sluss  led  the 
church  in  the  completion  and 
dedication  of  a  new  church 
building;  that  in  his  previous 
pastorate  (the  Dutchtown 
Brethren  Church)  he  had  led 
that  congregation  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  sanctuary; 
and  that  in  his  new  pastorate 
he  would  be  serving  a  congre- 
gation that  is  just  starting  a 
building  project. 

"But  he  builds  more  than 
churches.  He  also  builds  com- 
munities," the  editorial  con- 
tinued. Noted  were  Pastor 
Sluss's  involvement  as  a 
leader  in  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  Parent-Teacher 
Club  of  the  Lathrop  School, 
and  the  Rotary  Club. 

"And  he  is  not  only  a  build- 
er; he  is  a  good  pastor  as  well, 
and  not  just  to  his  own  congregation," 
Mr.  Perry  wrote.  "He  is  never  too  busy 
to  take  time  to  visit  people,  whether 
they  are  at  home  ill  or  in  the  hos- 
pital." 

The  editorial  concluded,  "[Pastor 
Sluss]  has  only  been  here  for  four 
years,  but  in  that  time  he  has  built 
much  more  than  a  church.  The 


EXTRA!!  ^SS^ 
Lathrop  Journal 


lathrop  Pastor  Moving 
On  To  Other  Pasu.ro- 


Lathrop  Church  Steal,  I'ulpit 


FrMn  Pastor  On  Appreciation  Day 


A  four-page,  special-edition  newspaper  gave 
highlights  of  Pastor  Sluss's  ministry  at  the  Lath- 
rop Brethren  Church  and  included  several  pic- 
tures of  the  pastor  and  his  family. 

fluence  of  his  caring  ministry  should 
last  as  long  as  the  church  he  helped 
build." 

In  appreciation  for  Pastor  Sluss's 
caring  ministry  to  the  church  and 
community,  the  Lathrop  congregation 
presented  him  and  his  family  a  money 
tree  during  the  open  house. 

—  reported  by  Mary  Ann  Kullman 
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Bethlehem  Couple  Builds 
Model  of  Church  Building 

Harrisonburg,  Va.  —  Mildred  and 
John  Wilkinson,  members  of  the 
Bethlehem  Brethren  Church,  have 
built  their  own  model  of  the 
Bethlehem  Church  building,  complete 
with  a  music  box  inside. 

The  idea  of  constructing  a  miniature 
church  building  came  to  the  Wilkin- 
sons in  November  1985,  when  they 
were  browsing  through  stores  and  saw 
on  display  several  model  churches 
with  music  boxes  in  them. 

Mrs.  Wilkinson  immediately  began 
thinking  about  how  they  could  build  a 
model  of  their  own  church  building. 
She  decided  to  construct  one  out  of 
cardboard  first,  in  order  to  determine 
size  and  to  get  an  idea  of  how  it  would 
look.  From  this  she  decided  that  she 
wanted  their  finished  model  to  be  five 
inches  by  seven  inches. 

After  Mrs.  Wilkinson  completed  the 


Model  of  the  Bethlehem  Church  building 
made  by  Mildred  and  John  Wilkinson. 

cardboard  prototype,  her  husband 
bought  some  1/16-inch  plywood  and  to- 
gether they  began  working  on  the  ac- 


tual model.  They  used  balsa  wood  for 
the  siding,  which,  according  to  Mrs. 
Wilkinson,  was  the  most  difficult  part, 
since  the  wood  was  soft  and  easy  to 
break.  They  used  oil  paint  for  the 
stained  glass  windows,  toothpicks  for 
the  tower  windows,  and  pieces  of 
aluminum  for  the  roof. 

When  the  outside  of  the  model  was 
finished,  they  installed  a  music  box 
and  a  light  inside.  Mrs.  Wilkinson  also 
put  a  picture  of  the  interior  of  the  real 
building  inside  the  model,  to  show 
what  the  interior  of  the  real  building 
looks  like. 

The  Wilkinsons  completed  the 
model  last  April,  and  it  was  on  display 
at  the  Southeastern  District  Confer- 
ence in  September. 

Mrs.  Wilkinson  says,  "I  really  be- 
lieve God  wanted  us  to  build  this  little 
model  of  the  Bethlehem  Church  build- 
ing, as  everything  we  wanted  or 
needed  was  right  at  our  fingertips.  All 
we  needed  was  to  reach  out  and  get 
them." 
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UPDATE 


Hispanic  Congregation  Celebrates 
Seventh  Anniversary  January  10th 


Sarasota,  Fla.  —  Two  hundred  and 
one  members,  children,  and  friends  of 
the  Iglesia  Hispana  de  los  Hermanos 
(Hispanic  Brethren  Church)  of 
Sarasota  gathered  on  January  10  to 
celebrate  the  seventh  anniversary  of 
the  congregation. 

There  was  much  to  celebrate.  Begun 
initially  as  a  Sunday  school  class  for 
Mexican  migrant  children,  this  work 


Crusader  meetings  are  also  held 
weekly,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
more  than  30.  Many  of  the  teens  have 
been  coming  since  they  were  children, 
and  some  are  now  baptized  members 
of  the  church. 

In  addition  to  their  regular  weekly 
meetings,  at  Christmas  52  children 
and  teens  took  a  cruise  of  Tampa  Bay, 
which    received    television    coverage. 


Young 

people  at  the 

first  official 

BYC  meeting 

of  the  Iglesia 

Hispana  de 

los  Hermanos. 

Photo  by  Tim 
Solomon. 

has  grown  into  a  congregation  of  62 
members,  20  of  whom  were  converted, 
baptized,  and  added  to  the  church  last 
year. 

Special  weekly  services  for  the  Mex- 
ican children  continue,  with  more 
than  70  children  usually  attending.  In 
addition,  adults  and  their  families 
from  15  national  backgrounds  meet 
for  more  than  four  hours  of  spiritual 
food  and  fellowship  each  week. 

Junior  and  senior  Brethren  Youth 


And  71  youth  attended  the  church's 
annual  Christmas  party. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  two  ladies 
who  attended  the  first  worship  service, 
held  in  1980  and  led  by  Tim  Solomon, 
still  attend  the  services.  So  also  do  ten 
of  the  original  twelve  children  brought 
by  Jan  Solomon.  The  other  two  chil- 
dren now  live  in  Texas,  but  continue 
to  write  faithfully. 

Rev.  Kenneth  Solomon  now  pastors 
the  Hispanic  congregation. 


N.  Georgetown  Brethren  Learn 
About  Prayer  and  One  Another 

North  Georgetown,  Ohio  —  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
North  Georgetown  learned  something 
about  prayer  and  about  one  another 
during  the  last  four  months  of  1986, 
when  they  participated  in  a  "Four 
Family  Prayer  Plan." 

The  plan  was  introduced  by  North 
Georgetown  pastor  Rev.  William  Walk 
on  a  Sunday  morning  in  September, 
when  he  read  the  names  of  four 
church  families  and  askec|  the  congre- 
gation to  pray  for  those  families  dur- 
ing the  coming  week.  Each  Sunday 
thereafter  he  read  the  names  of  four 
more  families,  working  through  the 
roster  of  families  alphabetically  until 
the  entire  list  was  completed. 

In  addition  to  praying  for  the  four 
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families  each  week,  the  members  of 
the  congregation  were  encouraged  to 
telephone,  visit,  or  send  cards  to  these 
families.  On  one  Sunday,  the  pastor 
made  available  white  post-card-size 
cards  with  "Prayer  Acknowledge- 
ment" printed  across  the  top.  He 
suggested  that  these  could  be  used  to 
send  notes  to  the  families  for  whom 
they  were  praying.  Over  300  of  the 
cards  were  printed  and  used. 

Pastor  Walk  believes  the  "Four 
Family  Prayer  Plan"  was  "one  of  the 
best  things  done  here  at  North 
Georgetown  in  a  long  time."  He  said, 
"It  helped  us  know  our  church  famil- 
ies. It  helped  people  show  love  and 
concern  who  had  never  done  so  before. 
It  helped  some  people  realize  they  are 
important  not  only  to  God,  but  also  to 
other  families  of  the  church.  Only 
eternity  will  show  the  complete  roster 
of  lives  changed  by  these  prayers." 
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UPDATE 


From 
The 


Grape 
Vine 


John  Maust,  who  writes  the  De- 
veloping a  Global  Vision  column  for 
The  Brethren  Evangelist,  was  re- 
cently named  editor  of  Latin  America 


Evangelist,  a  publication  of  Latin 
America  Mission.  Mr.  Maust,  a 
member  of  the  Nappanee,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church,  spent  the  past  three 
years  serving  with  Latin  America 
Mission  in  Peru,  South  America.  He  is 
now  stationed  in  Miami,  Fla. 

Rev.  John  Long,  pastor  of  the 
Brighton  Chapel,  Ind.,  Brethren 
Church,  underwent  heart- valve-re- 
placement surgery  January  29th.  Pray 
for  his  quick  recovery. 

Some  of  the  information  about 
Brethren   Pastors'   Conference   in 

last  month's  Evangelist  was  incor- 
rect. Cost  of  the  conference,  to  be  held 
May    5-7    at    Marten    House    in    In- 


dianapolis, is  $100  per  person  and 
$195  per  couple.  This  includes  lodging 
for  two  nights,  three  meals  (Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  evenings,  and  Thurs- 
day noon),  and  program  expenses. 

Rev.  Timothy  Garner  became  as- 
sociate pastor  of  the  St.  James,  Md., 
Brethren  Church  on  January  11. 

The  Kokomo,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  had  an  ingathering  in 
November  for  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary  students.  Approximately 
$200  worth  of  food  and  cash  was  re- 
ceived. On  November  16,  Pastor  Ken- 
neth Madison  transported  the  food  and 
money  to  Ashland,  to  be  distributed  to 
students  in  need. 


In  Memory 

Rev.  Thomas  Kidder,  54,  pastor  of  the 
Brush  Valley  Brethren  Church,  Adrian, 
Pa.,  died  January  4,  1987,  following  an  ex- 
tended struggle  with  cancer. 

Rev.  Kidder  entered  the  pastoral  minis- 
try in  1965,  after  working  14  years  for  U.S. 
Steel.  The 
Brush  Val- 
ley Church 
was  his  only 
charge,  and 
he  devoted 
his  22-year 
ministry  to 
the  people  of 
that  congre- 
gation. 

During 
Pastor  Kid- 
der's years 
at  Brush 
Valley,  the 
membership 
increased  and  the  congregation  undertook 
several  construction  projects.  In  1972  an 
educational  wing  was  added  to  the  build- 
ing; in  1976  a  new  parsonage  was  built; 
and  in  1985  construction  began  on  a  new 
fellowship  hall.  This  building  was  dedi- 
cated February  1,  1987. 

In  addition  to  his  ministry  in  the  local 
church,  Rev.  Kidder  served  on  the  national 
Missionary  Board  and  on  the  Pennsylvania 
District  Mission  Board.  He  was  also  a 
member  and  chaplain  of  the  Washington 
Township  fire  department  and  served  on 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Head  Start. 

Rev.  Kidder  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Sandra  (Moody)  Kidder;  two  daughters, 
Sharon  (Crissman)  and  Karen  (Crissman); 
and  two  sons,  Thomas  and  John.  A  third 
son,  Christopher,  died  in  1980. 

Services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Earl 
Crissman,  son-in-law  of  the  deceased  and 
pastor  of  the  Windber,  Pa.,  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  by  Rev.  Keith  Hensley,  pas- 
tor of  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church. 
Carrie  Bonebrake,  101,  January  21. 
Member  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Henry  Bates,  pastor. 
Sister  Bonebrake  was  active  in  every  as- 
pect of  the  church  program  and  attended 


services  as  long  as  she  was  physically  able 
(until  she  was  94). 

Donald  V.  Birk,  56,  January  21.  Member 
for  16  years  of  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  Ardmore.  Services  by  Gene  A.  Eckerley, 
pastor.  Mr.  Birk  served  as  Sunday  school 
teacher,  moderator,  trustee,  and  choir 
member. 

Martha  Wheeler,  62,  January  7.  Faithful 
worshiper  at  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  Teegarden.  Services  by  Donald  Snell, 
pastor. 

Bessie  M.  Curtis,  82,  January  3.  Member 
for  45  years  of  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  South  Bend.  Services  by  Larry  R.  Baker, 
pastor. 

Ronald  G.  Pinsenschaum,  42,  January  2. 
Member  of  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church 
of  Dayton.  Services  by  the  Dayton  Chris- 
tian Schools,  where  Mr.  Pinsenschaum  was 
vice-principal.  Mr.  Pinsenschaum  was  a 
member  of  the  Hillcrest  Board  of  Trustees, 
young  adult  Sunday  school  class  teacher, 
and  elected  to  be  vice-moderator  in  1987  of 
the  Hillcrest  Church. 

Leola  Kessler,  83,  December  31.  Member 
of  the  Garber  Brethren  Church  of  Ashland 
and  former  member  of  the  Fairhaven, 
Ohio,  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Rus- 
sell King,  pastor  of  the  Garber  Brethren 
Church. 

DeNell  Robarge,  78,  December  30. 
Member  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Bryan.  Services  by  Marlin  L.  McCann, 
pastor. 

Meredith  Lyon  Porte,  December  27. 
Longtime  member  of  the  Washington,  D.C., 
Brethren  Church.  Memorial  service  by 
Rev.  Robert  Keplinger.  Mrs.  Porte  was  an 
active  member  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
serving  as  organist,  choir  director,  Sunday 
school  teacher,  and  superintendent.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William 
M.  Lyon,  who  began  the  work  of  the  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Glenn  Elbert  Wray,  65,  December  27. 
Longtime  member  of  the  Center  Chapel 
Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Austin 
Gable  and  Herbert  Gilmer,  pastor. 
Mrs.  Elta  Merlee  Rife,  83,  December  26. 
Faithful  member  for  57  years  of  the  Center 
Chapel    Brethren    Church.    Services    by 


Austin  Gable  and  Herbert  Gilmer,  pastor. 
Laurence  L.  Ru  Lon,  83,  December  18. 
Member  for  56  years  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Waterloo.  Services  by  Lynn 
Mercer,  pastor.  Mr.  Ru  Lon  served  the 
Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church  in  many 
positions,  including  as  deacon  (47  years), 
moderator,  financial  secretary,  Sunday 
school  teacher,  and  choir  member.  He  also 
served  as  secretary  of  the  National 
Laymen's  Organization.  Mr.  Ru  Lon  was 
the  father  of  Brethren  pastor  Rev.  Dale 
Ru  Lon. 

Mrs.  Edith  Cattin,  75,  December  13.  De- 
vout member  of  the  Center  Chapel  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  John  Mishler  and 
Herbert  Gilmer,  pastor. 

Goldenaires 

Raymond  and  Lucille  Ernst,  50th,  Janu- 
ary 23.  Members  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  North  Georgetown. 
William  and  Dorothy  Nice,  60th,  Janu- 
ary 21.  Members  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Warsaw. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.D.  Camblin,  50th,  De- 
cember 25.  Members  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Falls  City. 
Edgar  and  Eva  Berkshire,  50th,  De- 
cember 13.  Members  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Teegarden. 

Weddings 

Jill  Redd  to  Jerry  Engle,  December  6,  in 
Kokomo,  Ind.;  Herbert  Gilmer,  officiating, 
assisted  by  Ken  Madison.  Bride  a  member 
of  the  Kokomo  First  Brethren  Church. 
Susan  Linette  Wilhide  to  John  Michael 
Myers,  December  5,  at  the  Linwood  Breth- 
ren Church;  Robert  Keplinger,  pastor,  of- 
ficiating. Members  of  the  Linwood  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Garber:  1  by  transfer 

Muncie:  5  by  transfer 

Kokomo:  2  by  transfer 

Teegarden  2  by  transfer 

Warsaw:  4  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 

Pleasant  View:  7  by  baptism,  1  by  trans. 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

JESUS  AND  THE  CHILDREN 

"We're  going  to  see  Jesus!  We're  going  to  see  Jesus!"  the  children  sang  as  they  skipped 
down  the  road. 

"Stay  close  to  us.  Don't  get  too  far  ahead,"  called  their  mothers.  They  were  taking  their  chil- 
dren to  see  Jesus.  Some  of  them  were  carrying  small  babies.  They  wanted  Jesus  to  put  His 
hands  on  the  children  and  bless  them. 

As  they  came  near  the  place  where  Jesus  was  teaching,  they  saw  a  large  crowd  of  people. 
"Look!"  said  the  children.  "See  all  the  people!" 

"Yes,"  said  the  mothers.  "Those  people  want  to  see  Jesus,  too." 

The  disciples  saw  the  mothers  and  children.  "Go  away,"  they  said.  "Don't  bother  Jesus.  He 
is  busy  with  the  grown-ups.  He  doesn't  have  time  for  children." 

The  mothers  and  children  turned  away  sadly.  Then  they  heard  Jesus  saying,  "Don't  send 
the  children  away.  Let  them  come  to  Me.  I  love  the  children.  I  always  have  time  for  them." 

Quickly  the  children  ran  to  Jesus.  Joyfully  the  mothers  took  their  babies  to  Him.  He  held  the 
babies  in  His  arms.  He  put  His  hands  on  the  older  children  and  blessed  them.  He  was  glad  the 
children  loved  Him. 

Then  the  mothers  and  the  children  started  home.  "We  have  seen  Jesus!"  the  children  sang 
as  they  skipped  ahead  of  their  mothers.  "We  have  seen  Jesus  and  He  loves  us!" 

—  Based  on  Mark  10:13-16 


Fill  in  the  Blanks 

Read  Mark  10:13-16  in  the  Bible.  Then  choose  the  word  from  the  Word  Box  to  complete 
each  of  these  sentences. 


were  brought  to  Jesus. 

The  parents  wanted  to  touch  them. 


1 
2 
3 
4 

5.  Jesus  took  the  children  in  His 

6.  Jesus  the  children. 


The  people  were  rebuked  by  the 
Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children 


to  Me." 


Word  Box 

arms 

disciples 

children 

blessed 

Jesus 

come 


Love  Verses 

Connect  the  matching 
hearts  with  lines  in  order 
to  form  three  Bible 
verses  (three  hearts  to 
each  verse).  Read  the 
verses.  Choose  one 
verse  to  learn  this 
month. 
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Brethren  Church  Bulletin  Service 

What  this  service  offers  you: 

A  full-color  bulletin  cover  for  each  Sunday  of  the  year. 

•  Low  price  —  only  $3.25  per  hundred  postpaid. 

•  No  extra  charge  to  order  as  few  as  50  bulletins  per  Sunday. 

•  Increments  of  25  bulletins  per  Sunday  (some  bulletin  services  only  allow  50-bulletin 
increments). 

•  Available  with  a  devotional  message  on  the  back  (or  you  can  have  the  back  page 
blank). 

•  Special  messages  about  The  Brethren  Church  and  its 
ministries  on  the  back  page  one  Sunday  a  month. 

A  choice  of  two  kinds  of  paper  —  mimeograph  or  spirit 
duplicator  (the  latter  suitable  for  plain  paper  copiers). 

Extra  bulletins  can  be  ordered  for  Easter,  Mother's  Day, 
Thanksgiving,  and  Christmas,  as  well  as  bulletins  for 
Good  Friday. 

Imprinting  available  on  front  page  only  or  on  front  and 
back  page  at  modest  cost. 

•  Seasonal  art  available  for  use  with  mimeograph,  spirit 
duplicator,  or  copier. 

For  ordering  information  and  a  full-color  brochure 
showing  all  bulletin  covers  for  1987,  contact: 

Brethren  Church  Bulletin  Service 

Brethren  Publishing  Company 
524  College  Avenue 
Ashland,  OH  44805 


C-4 


fi£ 


l£. 

Q 


— i  t— 

1  CO 
'  UJ 


T    --    -1- 

fr,  b  <T 


i£  in 
£  If 

rV  S  cc 
Uj  a_>  ^=  ^ 


See  pages  3,  12. 

Brethren  Missions  in  Malaysia 


the 
salt 
shaker 


s  >. 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


Deborah:  Agent  of  Change 


EVERY  now  and  then  someone 
comes  along  of  a  different  stripe 
—  a  rare  and  gifted  individual  who 
stands  head  and  shoulders  above  the 
crowd.  The  Old  Testament  Book  of 
Judges  is  filled  with  such  people  — 
leaders,  motivators,  agents  of  change. 

Deborah  was  this  kind  of  person. 
In  a  day  when  women  veiled  their 
faces  and  spoke  only  when  spoken 
to,  Deborah  stuck  out  her  shingle 
and  practiced  the  art  of  arbitration. 
In  a  time  when  good  men  prayed, 
"Lord,  I  thank  you  that  you  did  not 
make  me  a  barbarian,  a  slave,  or  a 
woman,"  Deborah  prodded,  probed, 
and  produced  change. 

She  offered  her  counsel  from  the 
shade  of  the  "Palm  of  Deborah."  It 
appears  that  she  was  one  of  several 
females  in  the  Bible  endowed  by  the 
Lord  with  special  prophetic  gifts. 

A  mother  in  Israel 

Deborah  was  a  married  woman. 
We  have  no  record  that  she  ever 
gave  birth,  but  her  family  was  the 
Hebrew  nation.  She  was  called  "a 
mother  in  Israel."  Quite  a  calling. 

Some  commentators  claim  that 
her  husband,  Lapidoth,  was  weak- 
willed  and  henpecked.  This  idea 
probably  comes  from  the  fact  that 
his  name  in  Hebrew  is  in  the  femi- 
nine gender.  It's  interesting  that 
such  a  weak-willed  individual's 
name  should  mean  "flashes  of  light- 
ning." I  think  that  Lapidoth  was 
merely  content  to  assume  a  secon- 
dary role  to  his  wife's  spiritual 
leadership. 

Deborah  was  a  living  legend,  a 


catalyst.  Lapidoth  was  an  encour- 
ager,  not  to  a  nation  but  to  his  wife. 
That  was  his  calling:  to  encourage  a 
wife  who  encouraged  a  nation. 

Right  for  the  nation 

Sometimes  we  talk  of  people  being 
right  for  a  nation.  Deborah  was  such 
a  person.  In  a  time  when  the 
Canaanites  oppressed  Israel,  she  in- 
spired her  people  to  examine  anew 
their  spiritual  condition  with  a  view 
toward  change. 

She  aroused  the  nation  from  its 
lethargy  and  despair  —  not  an  easy 
task  when  people  are  used  to  being 
losers.  I've  noticed  that  athletic 
teams  at  some  schools  manage  to 
win  season  after  season.  It's  a  tradi- 
tion with  them.  It's  easier  to  get  a 
seat  on  the  space  shuttle  than  to  get 
a  season  ticket  to  their  games. 

Meanwhile,  other  schools  are  just 
the  opposite.  They  major  in  losing. 
They  can't  give  their  tickets  away.  A 
losing  attitude  has  set  in,  and  people 
say,  "Why  should  I  go  to  their 
games?  They're  just  going  to  figure 
out  a  way  to  lose." 

This  was  the  kind  of  losing  at- 
titude that  Deborah  faced  as  she  sat 
under  her  palm  tree.  The  Israelites 
had  been  losing  to  the  Canaanites 
for  years,  and  no  one  knew  how  to 
turn  the  corner.  But  God  appointed 
Deborah  to  bring  about  change.  This 
would  have  been  some  task  for  any- 
one, but  even  more  so  for  a  woman 
living  in  a  nation  in  which  the  rab- 
bis later  said,  "Rather  should  the 
words  of  the  Torah  be  burned  than 
entrusted  to  a  woman!" 


Undaunted,  Deborah  kept  giving 
advice.  She  was  a  rare  individual  — 
unique  in  a  century,  like  Halley's 
comet.  God  always  seems  to  provide 
such  people  in  times  of  utter  despair. 

It  was  just  such  a  time  when 
Deborah  sent  for  Barak,  a  macho 
warrior  who  had  lost  his  macho. 
When  Deborah  relayed  the  Lord's 
command  that  Barak  was  to  lead  the 
Israelites  against  the  enemy 
Canaanites,  fear  seized  the  warrior's 
heart.  All  he  could  think  about  were 
the  100,000  troops  and  900  iron 
chariots  of  the  enemy  compared  with 
his  own  10,000  troops  (if  you  could 
call  them  that). 

"It's  suicide!"  Barak  exclaimed. 
"Besides,  it's  easy  for  you  to  talk, 
sitting  here  under  your  palm  tree." 
Deborah  had  a  vision  that  Barak 
couldn't  see;  she  saw  beyond  the 
physical.  Deborah  was  of  those  who 
believe  that  one  with  God  is  a  major- 
ity. She  knew  that  God  would  give 
the  victory.  She  knew,  as  she  later 
wrote,  that  even  the  stars  in  their 
courses  would  fight  against  Sisera 
(the  Canaanite  commander). 

But  Barak  had  a  point,  even  if  he 
didn't  have  much  courage.  Talk  is 
cheap  when  spoken  under  a  shade 
tree.  Things  are  different,  however, 
out  in  the  hot  sun  where  the  sun 
glistens  off  the  sword  and  the  blood 
runs  freely. 

"You  go  and  I'll  go,"  Barak  said. 
Fearless  and  faithful,  Deborah  con- 
sented. She  knew  God  would  be  true 
and  that  they  would  win. 

A  big  win! 

And  win  they  did  —  in  a  big  way! 
A  thunderstorm  struck  and  poured 
down  rain,  blinding  the  Canaanites 
and  sweeping  their  chariots  away  in 
the  swollen  Kishon  River.  Sisera  es- 
caped, only  to  be  killed  by  a  woman 
named  Jael.  While  Sisera  slept  in 
Jael's  tent,  she  drove  a  spike 
through  his  skull,  giving  him  a 
splitting  headache! 

The  nation  was  so  overawed  by 
Deborah's  leadership  that  they  put 
her  back  under  her  palm  tree,  where 
she  judged  the  people  for  40  years. 
But  her  greatest  hour,  the  high 
point  of  her  career,  was  when  she 
stood  on  yonder  mountain  and  ral- 
lied the  troops  with  "a  psalm  on  her 
lips,  and  a  sword  in  her  hand."  A 
woman  like  that  can  change  the 
world.  [t] 
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About  This  Issue 

This  issue  of  the  Evangelist  looks  at  Christian  stewardship.  The  first 
feature  article,  "Great  Giving!"  examines  general  principles  of  Christian 
stewardship  as  demonstrated  by  the  Christians  at  Philippi.  Then  the  third 
and  fourth  articles  look  at  two  specific  areas  of  Christian  stewardship  — 
tithing  and  the  use  of  time.  The  stewardship  emphasis  carries  over  into  the 
Ministry  Pages,  where  the  theme  is  "Support  Brethren  World  Missions." 

Cover:  Photos  of  Brethren  Missions  in  Malaysia.  Center,  Missionaries 
David  and  Jenny  Loi  with  children  Stephen  and  Rebecca.  Clockwise,  from  top 
right,  teacher  Janice  Loh  with  Ashland  Kindergarten  children  (see  p.  12)  on 
a  Malaysian  teeter-totter;  kindergarten  class  session;  Christmas  caroling 
party  at  the  home  of  one  of  the  Malaysian  young  people;  David  and  Stephen 
Loi  following  Stephen's  baptism  on  August  31,  1986. 

Answers  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

Story  Sentences:  The  sentences  should  be  numbered  2,  1,  5,  4,  3. 

A  Bible  Verse:  Surely  God  is  my  salvation;  I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid. 


EACH  CONGREGATION  has  a 
unique  personality  that  sets  it 
apart  from  all  others.  A  corporate 
personality. 

Take  your  own  church,  for  exam- 
ple. Visitors  who  join  you  for  wor- 
ship soon  detect  what  kind  of  church 
you  are.  They  sense  whether  you  are 
cold  or  friendly,  giving  or  stingy, 
positive  or  negative,  self-serving  or 
outreach  oriented. 

The  churches  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment also  had  corporate  per- 
sonalities. The  Christians  at  Corinth 
were  unstable.  The  Berean  church 
had  a  special  devotion  to  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  church  at  Antioch  was 
missionary-minded. 

Personally,  I  like  the  people  at 
Philippi.  Everything  we  know  about 
them  suggests  that  they  were  a  car- 
ing and  giving  church.  In  fact,  from 
what  Paul  says,  their  personality 
could  be  best  described  with  the 
phrase  "great  givers." 

As  I  thought  about  the  Philip- 
pians  and  their  great  giving,  five 
characteristics  came  to  mind.  We 
might  call  them  five  principles  of 
great  giving. 

1.  Warmhearted 

Near  the  end  of  his  letter  to  his 
Philippian  friends,  Paul  thanks 
them  for  their  generous  gift.  He  is  in 
prison  and  they  have  given  him 
some  financial  help.  Paul  says,  "It 
was  kind  of  you  to  share  my 
trouble." 

Warmhearted  according  to  Web- 
ster is  that  which  is  marked  by  af- 
fection and  sympathy.  The  church  at 
Philippi  gave  to  Paul  because  they 
cared  about  him.  They  were  moved 
by  his  sufferings  and  need. 

There  are  lesser  reasons  to  give. 
Jesus  spoke  of  the  hypocrites,  who 
made  a  big  production  of  their  giv- 
ing so  that  they  might  receive  the 
praise  of  men.  "If  I  give  to  your 
building  fund,  will  you  name  the 
building  after  me?  Will  you  put  my 
name  on  a  plaque?" 

And  then  there  are  those  who  give 
out  of  sheer  duty.  It's  expected  and 
they  comply. 

Other  people  give  to  get.  Maybe 
it's  a  free  book  or  record  or  some  lit- 
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tie  trinket.  Or  maybe  it's  that  mar- 
velous incentive,  the  income-tax 
deduction. 

Some  people  give  when  they  really 
don't  want  to  give.  Their  money  is 
squeezed  out  of  them  either  by  an 
intense  emotional  appeal  or  by  some 
other  method  of  arm-twisting. 

Now,  of  course,  there's  nothing 
unchristian  about  getting  a  free 
Bible  or  record.  And  the  tax  deduc- 
tion is  only  sound  stewardship.  But 
as  the  primary  reason  for  giving, 
any  of  these  motives  falls  far  short 
of  the  principle  behind  warmhearted 
giving.  Great  givers  perceive  a  need 
and  act  out  of  a  sincere  desire  to  ex- 
press love  and  concern. 

2.  Bighearted. 

The  dictionary  defines  bighearted 
as  generous.  And  that  describes  the 
Philippians  to  a  tee. 

Paul  said,  "I  have  received  full 
payment,  and  more;  I  am  filled  .  .  ." 
(Phil.  4:18,  RSV).  The  Philippians 
didn't  send  a  token  gift  or  partial 
payment  on  his  need;  they  gave  an 
overflowing  gift  —  full  payment  and 
more. 

Many  Christians  faithfully  invest 
at  least  ten  percent  of  their  income 
in  the  Lord's  work.  I  believe  that  the 
Bible  sets  forth  tithing  as  a 
minimum  standard  to  help  us  be 
continually  aware  of  God's  owner- 
ship of  all  our  possessions.  Some  of 
us  go  beyond  the  tithe  and  find  spe- 
cial joy  in  watching  God  care  for  our 
necessities. 

I've  heard  believers  debate  which 


is  more  appropriate:  to  tithe  your 
net  income  or  your  gross  income. 
The  bighearted  giver  doesn't  have  a 
problem  with  this.  He'd  rather  "err" 
on  the  generous  side. 

What  impressed  Paul  about  the 
Philippians  was  that  they  gave  not 
out  of  their  abundance,  but  out  of 
their  extreme  poverty  (II  Cor.  8:2). 
He  said  that  they  gave  not  only  ac- 
cording to  their  means,  but  beyond 
their  means.  They  even  begged  Paul 
earnestly  to  be  allowed  to  give  to  a 
certain  relief  project  (II  Cor.  8:4). 

Generous  giving  is  more  qualita- 
tive than  quantitative.  Take,  for 
example,  the  poor  widow  who  gave 
only  a  few  pennies  in  the  Temple. 
Jesus  praised  her  bigheartedness. 

Bighearted  giving  says,  "I'll  go 
without  this  or  that  in  order  to  give 
to  God's  work."  The  giver  takes  seri- 
ously Paul's  admonition  to  the 
Roman  Christians  that  the  person 
who  contributes  should  do  it  with 
liberality  (Rom.  12:8). 

3.  Truehearted 

Paul  reminded  the  Philippians 
that  they  had  sent  him  help  while 
he  was  in  Thessalonica  "once  and 
again."  That  suggests  truehearted 
giving,  giving  marked  by  loyalty 
and  faithfulness. 

When  Paul  left  Philippi,  he  went 
ninety  miles  away  to  Thessalonica. 
We  learn  in  Acts  17:2  that  he  stayed 
there  three  Sabbaths.  Yet,  during 
that  brief  time,  the  Philippians 
sent  him  aid  twice.  They  supported 
him  on  other  occasions  as  well. 
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Every  local  church  has  those 
truehearted  givers  who  hang  in 
there  week  after  week.  You  can 
count  on  them  to  consistently  sup- 
port the  work  of  God.  But  others 
give  only  periodically. 

I  like  Paul's  advice  to  the  Corin- 
thians: "On  the  first  day  of  every 
week,  each  of  you  is  to  put  some- 
thing aside  .  .  ."  (I  Cor.  16:2,  RSV). 

Regular,  truehearted  giving  is 
great  giving. 

4.  Gladhearted 

Paul  brags  about  the  great  giving 
of  the  Philippians.  He  tells  the 
Corinthians  that  they  gave  out  of  an 
abundance  of  joy.  Then,  in  the  next 
chapter,  he  says,  "God  loves  a  cheer- 
ful giver"  (see  II  Cor.  8,  9). 

George  Ford,  author  of  All  the 
Money  You  Need,  has  said,  "It's  hard 
to  find  a  gloomy  openhanded  Chris- 
tian or  a  happy  closefisted  one." 
That's  because  giving  and  joy  walk 
hand  in  hand. 

We've  heard  those  jokes  about  the 
church  always  passing  the  collection 
plate.  And  we've  met  people  who  get 
uptight  about  the  subject.  Mention 
the  need  for  a  special  offering,  and 
they  begin  to  wince  and  squirm. 

But  giving  should  be  our  most  joy- 
ful experience.  Just  think,  the  Al- 
mighty God,  upon  whom  we  are  to- 


tally dependent  for  all  that  we  are 
and  have,  this  great-giving  God, 
gives  us  the  privilege  of  supporting 
His  mission  of  love.  The  thought  of 
giving  to  God's  kingdom  ought  to 
make  us  leap  for  joy! 

5.  Wholehearted 

Great  giving  is  also  wholehearted 
giving.  I  found  several  definitions 
for  this  term.  It  means:  "completely 
and  sincerely  devoted";  or  "complete 
earnest  commitment";  or  "free  from 
all  reserve  or  hesitation." 

In  the  fifth  chapter  of  Acts  we 
read  about  Ananias  and  Sapphira, 
who  tried  to  be  great  givers  with  a 
half-hearted  commitment.  It  didn't 
work.  Their  gift  bounced. 

Steven  Olford  says,  "We  can  talk 
until  doomsday  about  being  surren- 
dered Christians,  but  we  virtually 
lie  until  we  give  evidence  of  our  sur- 
render through  our  stewardship." 

The  Philippians  were  full  partners 
with  Paul  in  the  adventure  of  build- 
ing the  Kingdom  of  God.  Their  com- 
mitment included  their  pocketbooks 
as  well  as  their  professions  of  faith. 

To  be  wholehearted  is  to  be  a  one 
hundred-percenter,  not  just  a  tither. 
It  means  offering  everything  we 
have  to  the  Lord. 

I  had  lunch  not  long  ago  with  a 
man    who    wanted    to    give    some 


money  to  our  local  church.  I  said, 
"I'll  tell  you  what  I'd  rather  have.  I'd 
rather  have  your  heart  and  your 
partnership  in  the  gospel.  If  God  has 
your  heart,  He  will  have  your 
checkbook  as  well." 

Paul  told  the  Philippians,  ".  .  .  no 
church  entered  into  partnership 
with  me  in  giving  and  receiving  ex- 
cept you  only  .  .  ."  (4:15).  They  stood 
out  as  the  only  great-giving  church 
he  knew. 

Unfortunately,  great  giving  con- 
tinues to  be  scarce  today.  Lots  of 
people  give,  but  few  people  give 
greatly. 

But  when  we  want  the  best  exam- 
ple of  warmhearted,  bighearted, 
truehearted,  gladhearted,  and 
wholehearted  giving,  we  must  look 
beyond  the  church  at  Philippi.  We 
must  look  to  God  Himself.  He  is  the 
greatest  giver  of  all. 

And  of  all  the  wonderful  gifts  He 
lavishes  upon  us,  none  compares  to 
the  precious  gift  of  His  only  Son. 
"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He 
gave  .  .  .  ." 

Giving  is  what  the  gospel  is  all 
about.  Great  giving.  Not  only  fi- 
nances, but  time  and  kindness  and 
encouragement  and  prayer  and  tal- 
ents and  acceptance  and  forgiveness 
and  on  and  on  and  on.  And  love  — 
especially  love.  [t] 


Pearls  for  the  Master 


IN  one  of  His  parables,  Jesus 
likens  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
to  a  pearl  of  great  price.  We  realize 
the  all-surpassing  worth  of  God's 
kingdom  when  we  read  that  the 
merchant  sold  all  that  he  had  in 
order  to  buy  this  one  special  pearl. 

Pondering  this  parable,  I  begin 
to  think  about  oysters.  I  recall  that 
there  are  at  least  a  hundred  species 
of  oysters.  They  vary  widely  in 
size,  shape,  and  habit. 

The  edible  species  never  produce 
valuable  pearls.  The  substance 
that  lines  the  inside  of  their  shells 
is  chalky  and  deficient  in  nacre,  or 
mother-of-pearl,  which  gives  the 
true  pearl  its  beauty  —  its  shim- 
mering lustre. 

Mrs.  Roderick  is  a  member  of  the  Mt. 
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By  Barbara  Roderick 

The  oyster  from  which  fine 
pearls  are  obtained  belongs  to  a 
different  genus,  Meleagrina  (or 
Pinctada).  This  oyster  is  inedible. 

A  pearl  is  formed  when  a  foreign 
body,  such  as  a  grain  of  sand  or  a 
tiny  marine  creature,  enters  the 
oyster's  shell.  This  foreign  matter 
irritates  the  oyster.  Since  the  oys- 
ter is  unable  to  remove  the  parti- 
cle, it  covers  it  with  many  thin 
layers  of  nacre.  Thus  a  pearl  is 
formed. 

Christians  are  like  pearl-produc- 
ing oysters.  Following  conversion, 
as  we  grow  in  our  relationship  to 
Jesus,  the  Holy  Spirit  becomes  our 
Nacre.  When  we  encounter  situa- 
tions or  people  who  irritate  us,  or 
when  we  are  hurt  or  misun- 
derstood, we  have  the  opportunity 
and  the  ability  to  create  a  spiritual 


pearl.  By  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  we  can  be  drawn  closer  to 
the  Triune  God  through  this  ex- 
perience. 

Perhaps  you  have  a  situation  in 
your  life  you  feel  is  a  burden.  You 
feel  that  something  or  someone  has 
been  unfair  to  you.  Is  the  Lord  giv- 
ing you  an  opportunity  to  create  a 
pearl  for  Him?  In  my  own  Chris- 
tian walk,  I  have  found  that  many 
difficult  situations  have  become 
blessings  when  I've  trusted  the 
Savior  and  followed  His  leading. 

Oysters  have  no  choice  about  the 
kind  of  oysters  they  will  be.  They 
produce  what  it  is  their  nature  to 
produce. 

But  you  and  I  can  choose.  Will 
we  be  one  of  the  many  "ordinary" 
oysters,  that  produce  only  chalky, 
worthless  beads?  Or  will  we  be 
what  He  calls  us  to  be  —  special 
pearl-producing  oysters? 

Let  us  go  about  making  pearls 
for  the  Master!  [t] 


March  1987 


Why  Should  I  Tithe? 


TITHING  is  the  practice  of  giving 
ten  percent  of  one's  income  to 
God.  Very  few  Christians  have  given 
the  tithe  serious  study.  Why?  Be- 
cause by  nature  people  are  not  in- 
clined to  pursue  a  course  of  study 
that  would  direct  them  to  an  unwel- 
come responsibility. 

The  church  and  Sunday  school  in 
which  I  grew  up  taught  me  the  im- 
portance and  blessings  of  tithing.  I 
praise  God  for  that  training  and  for 
the  blessings  that  have  come  as  a  re- 
sult. 

At  age  thirteen  I  took  my  first 
"steady"  job  —  as  an  assistant  news- 
paper carrier  for  $1.50  per  week.  So 
I  procured  my  first  box  of  church  of- 
fering envelopes  and  began  tithing. 
The  church  didn't  get  rich  on  my 
tithe,  but  the  act  of  tithing  was  a 
wonderful  learning  experience  for 
me.  I  found  that  paying  tithes  to 
God  through  my  church  was  not  dif- 
ficult. Later,  during  college  and 
seminary  years  when  I  had  debts  to 
pay,  I  didn't  forget  the  lesson  I  had 
learned  as  a  boy. 

Having  had  that  personal  expe- 
rience, I'm  convinced  that  our 
churches  and  Sunday  schools  today 
should  put  great  effort  into  teaching 
stewardship,  including  tithing,  to 
our  people. 

God  commanded  us  to  tithe 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  God 
commanded  us  to  tithe  in  order  that 
He  might  bless  us.  "  'Bring  the 
whole  tithe  into  the  storehouse,  that 
there  may  be  food  in  my  house.  Test 
me  in  this,'  says  the  Lord  Almighty, 
'and  see  if  I  will  not  throw  open  the 
floodgates  of  heaven  and  pour  out  so 
much  blessing  that  you  will  not 
have  room  enough  for  it' "  (Mai. 
3:10,  NIV)  In  verses  eleven  through 

Rev .  Grumbling  is  pastor  of  the  Mt. 
Olivet  Brethren  Church  of  Georgetown, 
Del.  He  is  a  member  of  the  General  Con- 
ference Stewardship  Committee  and 
wrote  this  article  for  that  committee. 


eighteen,  God  reveals  that  these 
blessings  will  be  both  material  and 
spiritual  in  nature.  But  many  Chris- 
tians are  not  receiving  these  special 
blessings  from  God  simply  because 
they  do  not  pay  their  tithes  and 
bring  their  offerings  to  the  Lord's 
house. 

Some  Christians  endeavor  to  ex- 
cuse themselves  from  paying  the 
tithe  by  saying,  "The  command  to 
tithe  was  not  given  to  our  dispensa- 
tion." But  the  tithe  is  a  scriptural 
principle  intended  for  all  dispensa- 
tions. The  Bible  reveals  that  the 
tithe  was  established  from  the  be- 
ginning of  time.  Patriarchs,  who 
lived  before  the  Mosaic  Law  and  the 
Nation  of  Israel  came  into  being, 
paid  tithes. 

Jesus  approved  tithing 

Jesus  recognized  and  approved  the 
principle  of  the  tithe.  Our  Lord  said 
to  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  ".  .  . 
You  give  a  tenth  of  your  spices — 
mint,  dill  and  cummin.  But  you 
have  neglected  the  more  important 
matters  of  the  law— justice,  mercy 
and  faithfulness.  You  should  have 
practiced  the  latter,  without  neglect- 
ing the  former"  (Matt.23:23,  NIV). 

Many  Christians  believe  that  all 
Old  Testament  laws  are  abrogated 
in  Christ.  Not  so.  The  types  and 
shadows  were  fulfilled  in  Christ,  but 
Christ  did  not  terminate  the  moral 
law.  He  reinforced  these  moral 
ideals  and  endorsed  the  tithe. 

Other  Christians  excuse  them- 
selves by  saying,  "I  believe  in  tith- 
ing, but  I  can't  afford  to  tithe." 

My  response  to  them  is,  "I  realize 
it  seems  mathematically  impossible 
for  you  to  give  God  ten  percent  of 
your  total  income  and  live  on  the  90 
percent,  especially  if  you've  been 
having  a  difficult  time  living  on  100 
percent.  But  trust  God!  Somehow  He 
will  defy  the  law  of  mathematics 
and  enable  you  to  live  better  on  90 
percent  or  less  than  you've  been  liv- 
ing on  100  percent  of  your  income. 
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Besides,  when  you  consider  the 
blessings  God  has  already  given  you 
(forgiveness,  salvation,  spiritual 
growth,  etc.)  and  remember  that 
God  commanded  the  tithe,  you  can't 
afford  not  to  tithe.  Even  if  God  had 
not  promised  to  give  added  blessings 
to  those  who  pay  their  tithes,  He 
still  deserves  our  ten  percent.  God 
owns  everything.  I  marvel  that  He 
commands  us  to  pay  only  ten  per- 
cent and  to  give  offerings  as  He  has 
prospered  us." 

"I  have  yet  to  have  any- 
one tell  me,  'I  regret 
that  I  started  tithing.'  " 

Other  Christians  excuse  them- 
selves by  suggesting  that  "Tithing  is 
only  for  the  poor."  I've  searched  the 
Scriptures  in  vain  to  find  that  idea. 
Of  course,  tithing  is  for  the  poor  (no 
matter  how  poor),  but  it  is  not  lim- 
ited to  them.  Christians  who  are  not 
poor  should  give  offerings  to  the 
Lord  well  above  the  tithe. 

Here  are  some  other  important 
facts  concerning  the  tithe: 

1.  The  tithe  is  the  minimum,  not 
the  maximum,  we  should  give.  It 
helps  open  the  door  to  stewardship. 

2.  Tithing  is  one  of  many  ways  in 
which  a  believer  is  able  to  witness  to 
his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  By  tithing,  we  acknowledge 
God's  ownership  of  all  we  have.  We, 
as  trustees,  are  in  debt  to  Him. 

4.  Tithing  expresses  our  consecra- 
tion, our  devotion,  and  our  gratitude 
to  God.  We  should  not  tithe  legally, 
but  lovingly. 

5.  Tithing  is  essential  to  the  prog- 
ress of  the  church. 

6.  To  fail  to  tithe  is  to  rob  God. 
Malachi  3:8. 

Many  people  who  have  taken  God 
at  His  Word  and  have  begun  tithing 
have  testified  of  the  blessings 
they've  received  through  obedience 
to  Him.  I  have  yet  to  have  anyone 
tell  me,  "I  regret  that  I  started 
tithing."  [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Good  Stewards  of  Time 


ARE  we  good  stewards  of  our 
time?  If  we  do  not  give  of  our 
time  to  God's  service,  how  can  we 
use  the  talents  He  has  given  us  to 
glorify  His  name?  Giving  of  our  time 
is  an  affirmation  of  our  faith  in  God. 
It  is  also  a  way  to  show  God  how 
much  we  appreciate  the  talents  He 
has  given  us  by  using  them  for  His 
service.  We  truly  owe  it  to  Him  and 
to  ourselves. 

Where  would  any  of  us  be  today  if 
others  didn't  spend  time  with  us 
explaining,  showing,  teaching,  and 
working  with  us?  Our  parents,  other 
members  of  our  family,  pastors,  Sun- 
day school  teachers,  public  school 
teachers,  doctors,  friends,  co-workers 
—  really,  the  list  of  those  who  help 
and  serve  us  never  ends  here  on 
earth  until  we  are  lowered  into  the 
grave. 

When  can  you  give  more  time? 

May  I  challenge  the  readers  of 
this  article  by  asking,  "When  can 
you  give  more  time  to  the  greatest 

Mr.  Briner,  a  member  of  the  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church, 
serves  on  the  General  Conference 
Stewardship  Committee  and  wrote  this 
article  for  that  committee. 


cause  on  earth?"  God  needs  your 
contribution  of  time  and  talents. 
And  you  will  experience  great  satis- 
faction by  giving  it. 

Each  generation  is  given  an  op- 
portunity to  contribute  its  wisdom 
and  efforts  to  a  cause.  Can  there  be 
a  more  worthy  and  enjoyable  cause 
than  our  church,  our  denomination, 
our  seminary  and  college?  You  can 
make  it  happen  by  giving  of  yourself 
and  your  time. 

"Giving  of  our  time  is  an 
affirmation  of  our  faith 
in  God." 

Have  you  ever  asked  yourself, 
"Why  isn't  our  church  growing  fast- 
er? What  does  it  require  for  the 
right  things  to  happen?"  The  answer 
is,  You  have  to  get  involved.  You 
have  to  give  of  your  time.  You  have 
to  give  of  your  talents.  You  have  to 
give  of  your  money. 

When  you  really  get  involved, 
then  the  right  things  will  happen. 
Then  you  will  get  knowledge  and 
ideas  about  what  needs  to  be  done. 
Then  you  will  challenge  the  leader- 
ship of  the  church  to  greater  heights 
and  accomplishments.  Then  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  reign  supreme,  and 
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the  upward  climb  of  the  denomina- 
tion will  be  spontaneous. 

But  in  order  for  all  this  to  happen, 
it  has  to  start  with  you  giving  of 
your  time.  If  you  care  enough  to  act 
now,  this  will  have  a  ripple  effect 
all  the  way  up  through  your  local 
church,  the  denomination,  the  semi- 
nary, and  the  college.  But  you  have 
to  get  in  gear  now!  Then  you  must 
move  from  low  gear  to  high  gear, 
and  then  we  will  go  someplace. 

Participation  reflects  interest 

A  person's  interest  in  any  activity 
is  reflected  by  his  or  her  participa- 
tion in  that  activity.  If  we  accept 
this  statement  as  true,  then  we  need 
to  ask  ourselves,  "How  interested 
have  I  been  in  my  church,  my  de- 
nomination, and  the  various  min- 
istries of  The  Brethren  Church  in 
terms  of  my  participation?" 

God  has  blessed  us  abundantly 
with  time,  money,  and  talents.  But 
unless  we  make  large  deposits  of 
these  into  His  account,  the  interest 
we  will  later  receive  as  our  reward 
will  be  small. 

When  can  you  start  on  the  march 
to  victory?  Contact  your  pastor  now 
and  say,  "Call  on  me.  I  am  ready  to 
help!"  [t] 


Meet  Pontius 


s. 


With  this  issue  the  Evangelist 
begins  a  new  cartoon  series  known 
as  Pontius'  Puddle. 
Pontius,  the  main 
character,  is  "one  fan- 
tastic frog"  —  a 
graduate  of  Webfoot 
College,  "where  the 
finest  minds  come  to 
croak." 

Pontius  and  his  fel- 
low creatures  ponder 
such  faith-related  is- 
sues as  hunger,  war, 
relationships  with 

others,   and  why  God 


made  moss  green  (they  can't  all  be 
important!).  Unfortunately,  Pontius' 
insights  seldom  rise  above  the  limits 
of  his  own  puddle. 
Pontius'  Puddle  is  drawn  by  Joel 
Kauffmann,  a  Chris- 

Pontius'  Puddle    tian    of  Mennonit* 


background  living  in  Goshen,  Ind. 
His  cartoons  appear  in  numerous 
periodicals  in  the  U.S.,  Canada, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand. 

(Note:  Anyone  desiring  to  reprint  Pon- 
tius' Puddle  from  the  Evangelist  must 
pay  a  small  fee  to  the  cartoonist.) 
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q   Woman's  Missionary  Society: 
2     A  Lifeline  of  the  Brethren 


By  Donna  Staffer 
National  President  of  W.M.S. 

SINCE  becoming  national  president  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society,  I  have  made  some  challenging  observa- 
tions about  the  nature  of  this  organization. 

First,  the  W.M.S.  has  built-in  features  that  make  it  a 
splendid  organization  for  "Brethrenizing"  the  female  mem- 
bers of  a  congregation.  The  Sisterhood  and  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  have  always  been  concerned  about  Brethren 
missions  on  the  district  and  national  levels.  Our  projects 
have  always  been  related  to  the  needs  of  the  Brethren. 

Last  year  at  a  district  W.M.S.  rally  in  Mansfield,  Sandy 
Koop,  a  Baptist  writer  for  Partnership  magazine,  lamented 


that  a  whole  generation  of  youngsters  is  growing 
up  uninterested  in  missions.  She  noted  by  way  of 
example  that  Baptist  youth  are  not  acquainted 
with  their  missionaries. 

This  is  not  true  in  most  Brethren  churches,  be- 
cause our  missionaries  visit  us  when  they  are 
home  on  furlough.  Furthermore,  W.M.S.  groups 
at  their  meetings  feature  a  missionary-of-the- 
month.  They  also  make  corresponding  with  our 
missionaries  a  goal. 

In  addition,  we  work  hand-in-hand  with  the  na- 
tional Missionary  Board  during  the  year  and  par- 
ticularly at  General  Conference,  entertaining  the 
missionaries  and  seeing  that  they  have  a  little 
"pin  money."  In  fact,  two  Missionary  Board  mem- 
bers are  on  that  board  because  they  were  recom- 
mended by  the  W.M.S. 

As  I  have  attended  the  various  district  meet- 
ings, I  have  been  struck  by  the  fact  that  the 
women  present  at  these  meetings  are  the  W.M.S. 
members.  We  are  the  ones  who  know  what  is 
going  on  in  the  district  and  who  are  concerned 
with  district  activities.  The  churches  with  no 
W.M.S.  have  no  women  at  the  district  meetings 
or  on  the  district  church  boards. 

I  suspect  that  the  same  is  true  of  the  various 
church  boards  at  the  national  level.  At  the  mo- 
ment,  I  can  think  of  few  women  on  national 


boards  who  have  not  been  W.M.S.  members  or 
who  were  not  at  least  associated  with  Sisterhood 
when  younger. 

A  second  observation  is  one  made  by  Elders 
James  Black  (Executive  Director  of  the  Mission- 
ary Board)  and  William  Kerner  (Director  of  Pas- 
toral Ministries),  who  are  well-acquainted  with 
our  Brethren  denomination  because  of  visiting 
many  congregations.  They  have  observed  that  be- 
hind every  successful  pastor  of  an  established 
church  is  a  successful  W.M.S. 

I  am  sure  that  this  phenomenon  is  a  mutual  re- 
lationship. W.M.S.  groups  cannot  function  well 
without  a  good  relationship  with  their  pastors. 
And  we  are  grateful  for  all  the  pastors'  wives  who 
have  helped  to  keep  that  lifeline  strengthened! 

Who  can  better  minister  to  the  needs  of  the 
local  congregation  with  the  help  of  the  pastor 
than  the  W.M.S.?  Who  can  better  serve  as  a  guid- 
ing force  in  church  work  at  the  district  and  na- 
tional levels?  Who  has  better  fulfilled  these  func- 
tions in  The  Brethren  Church  of  the  past  than  the 
W.M.S.? 

For  the  W.M.S.,  this  year  marks  a  century  of 
fulfilling  the  Great  Commission,  particularly  in  a 
supporting  role.  The  W.M.S.  has  had  a  glorious 
past.  It  is  for  all  of  us  to  give  it  a  promising 
future.  [t] 


•BC 


« 


# 


* 


# 


# 


«*&rfrfo»s,  .ga&rfrv&is.  «*&Kit&»s.  «*£ftFft&i^  ^&jfo&te  si&fft&is. 


& 


,&. 


The  Brethren  Evangelist 


PEACE  POINTS  OF  VIEW 


Christians  and  Politics 


The  following  valuable  information 
was  adapted  from  a  brochure  prepared 
by  the  now -dissolved  Freedom  Council  of 
Virginia  Beach,  Va.  It  is  presented  here 
for  your  consideration  by  Phil  and  Jean 
Lersch,  chairs  respectively  of  the  Peace 
Committee  and  the  Social  Concerns 
Committee  of  General  Conference. 

CHRISTIANS  care  about  what  is 
happening  in  their  communities 
and  the  world,  and  express  frustra- 
tion over  not  knowing  what  they  can 
do  in  government  and  politics.  Many 
wonder  about  the  role  of  the  pastor, 
the  role  of  the  church,  and  the  role 
of  the  individual  Christian. 

Isn't  Politics  Dirty? 

Politics  is  morally  neutral.  A 
political  system  simply  reflects  the 
moral  values  of  the  people  running 
it.  If  the  leaders  are  immoral  or 
amoral,  then  politics  will  be  "dirty." 
If  the  leaders  are  moral  and  princi- 
pled, then  politics  will  be  "clean." 

Why  Should  Christians  Get  Involved? 

When  people  of  good  conscience 
fail  to  influence  society  with  their 
values,  other  influences  will  fill  the 
vacuum.  .  .  .  Christians  need  to  be 
involved  in  order  to  have  a  positive 
effect  on  the  future  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Is  Involvement  in  Politics  Scriptural? 

Both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
are  filled  with  instructions  to  God's 
people  concerning  their  role  in  gov- 
ernment. Some  of  the  things  that 
the  Bible  directs  believers  to  do  in 
relation  to  government  are  listed 
below: 

*Pray  (I  Timothy  2:1,  2) 
*Participate  (Romans  13:6,  7) 
*Improve  the  community  (Nehemiah 

2:17,  18) 
*Exercise      stewardship      (Genesis 

1:28) 
*Speak  the  truth  publicly  (Daniel  5) 
*Seek  justice  (Isaiah  1:17) 
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*Defend  Christian  rights  through 
the  legal  system  (Acts  22:25; 
25:1,  11) 

What  About  Separation 
of  Church  and  State? 

The  founders  of  our  country  did 
not  exclude  the  Judeo-Christian  in- 
fluence from  politics  and  govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  they  relied 
upon  biblical  principles  in  creating 
the  United  States  of  America.  The 
Constitution  they  wrote  guarantees 
freedom  for  religion,  not  freedom 
from  religion. 

The  phrase  "a  wall  of  separation 
between  church  and  state"  cannot  be 
found  in  the  Constitution.  Thomas 
Jefferson  coined  it  in  a  letter  written 
in  1802.  In  his  1805  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress, Jefferson  placed  himself  in 
line  with  the  other  founders.  They 
did  not  fear  that  the  church  would 
overtake  the  state.  They  feared  that 
the  state  might  establish  a  national 
church  —  which  they  felt  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  Christian  de- 
nominations established  in  the  indi- 
vidual states. 

What  Does  Federal  Law 
Allow  a  Church  to  Do? 

A  church  can  be  very  involved  in 
political  activities  without  endan- 
gering its  tax-exempt  status.  The 
guidelines  below  were  compiled  by 
Alan  Dye,  a  tax  attorney  with  a 
Washington,  D.C.-based  law  firm. 

Voter  registration/voter  education. 
A  church  may  engage  in  and  spend 
money  for  non-partisan  voter  regis- 
tration and  voter  education  ac- 
tivities so  long  as  those  activities 
are  not  intended  to  benefit  any  par- 
ticular candidate  or  political  party. 

Conduct  political  forums.  A 
church  may  hold  public  political 
forums  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
election  issues,  debating  political 
and  social  matters,  or  hearing  sev- 
eral candidates  present  their  views, 


so  long  as  all  viable  candidates  for 
the  office  are  invited. 

Introduce  candidates  at  services. 
A  candidate  may  be  introduced  dur- 
ing church  services  and  can  deliver 
a  sermon,  lead  in  prayer,  read  from 
the  Scriptures,  or  give  a  word  of  per- 
sonal testimony.  Important  note:  A 
candidate  may  not  speak  during 
church  services  to  ask  for  support  or 
funds  to  be  used  in  a  political  cam- 
paign. 

Give  or  loan  its  mailing  list.  A 
church  may  provide  a  list  of  its 
members  to  a  candidate  to  be  used  to 
seek  support  or  raise  funds.  Impor- 
tant note:  A  church  cannot  show 
favoritism  by  selectively  providing 
or  refusing  its  list  to  individuals  or 
organizations.  For  example,  if  the 
list  is  made  avavailable  to  one  can- 
didate, it  must  be  made  available  to 
other  individuals  and  organizations 
on  the  same  basis.  If  there  is  nor- 
mally a  charge  for  use  of  the  list, 
anyone  who  obtains  the  list  must  be 
charged  the  same  amount. 

Circulate  petitions  and  lobby.  A 
church  can  spend  a  small  percentage 
(probably  no  more  than  5%)  if  its 
time  and  money  circulating  peti- 
tions and  engaging  in  lobbying  and 
other  legislative  activities.  Legisla- 
tive activities  are  activities  intended 
to  influence  the  outcome  of  legisla- 
tion, including  lobbying,  which  is 
any  attempt  to  influence  a  matter 
before  a  legislative  body,  including 
initiatives  and  referendums. 

What  Does  Federal  Law  Prohibit? 

Federal  tax  law  prohibits  501(c)(3) 
organizations  from  engaging  in  elec- 
toral activities.  Electoral  activities 
are  activities  designed  to  specifically 
influence  the  outcome  of  elections 
(i.e.,  elect  particular  candidates  or  a 
political  party's  slate  of  candidates). 
Alan  Dye  compiled  the  prohibition 
list  below: 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Readers9  Forum 


A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 


Report  on  "66  in  '86" 


Flora  First  Brethren 

Ten  members  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Flora,  Ind.,  read  through 
the  Bible  in  1986,  according  to  a 
report  from  Mrs.  Freda  Eller.  They 
were:  Donabelle  Flora,  Meg  Grum- 
bling, Helen  Henry,  Faye  Jones,  Lois 
Maxwell,  Mildred  Mullendore,  Bea- 
trice Nipple,  Elva  Voorhees,  Bessie 
Yunker,  and  Freda  Eiler.  One  lady 
commented,  "My  days  went  so  much 
smoother  when  I  read  the  Bible." 

Wayne  Heights  Brethren 

Pastor  Henry  Bates  reports  that  14 
members  of  the  Wayne  Heights  Breth- 
ren Church  (Waynesboro,  Pa.)  read 
through  the  Bible  in  1986  and  were 
presented  certificates  of  recognition 
during  Sunday  morning  worship  on 
February  1,  1987.  Those  who  com- 
pleted the  reading  were  Fred  Ham- 
mond, Jr.,  Lorinda  Schildt,  Delores 
Kline,  Jean  Moats,  Anna  Hollinshead, 
Thelma  King,  Lena  Hammond,  Jack 
King,  Lorraine  Schildt,  Vera  Laugh- 
lin,  Mary  Laughlin,  Vivian  Barkdoll, 
Donald  Kline,  and  Pastor  Bates. 

Several  other  people  who  did  not 
complete  the  Bible  by  the  end  of  the 
year  are  continuing  with  the  program, 


Christians  and  Politics 

(continued  from  page  9) 
Establishment  of  a  PAC.  A  church 
cannot  set  up  or  sponsor  a  PAC 
(political  action  committee).  A  PAC 
is  an  organization  established  to 
help  candidates  who  share  the 
PAC's  philosophy  and  goals  by  pro- 
viding financial  assistance  and  vol- 
unteer help.  A  PAC  also  exerts  polit- 
ical pressure  for  or  against  various 
issues.  Important  note:  Individuals 
in  the  church  (including  the  pastor) 
can  band  together  and  establish  a 
PAC,  but  they  cannot  do  it  in  the 
name  or  though  the  sponsorship  of 
the  church. 

Contribute  to  political  parties  or 
candidates.  A  church  (as  an  organi- 
zation may  not  contribute  funds  to 
political  parties  or  candidates  seek- 
ing office.  It  is  also  prohibited  from 
working  in  behalf  of  or  in  opposition 
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determined  to  complete  the  reading. 
And  some  of  those  who  read  the  entire 
Bible  in  1986  have  started  to  read  it 
through  again  in  1987. 

Pastor  Bates  adds  that  from  time  to 
time  throughout  1986  he  gave  oppor- 
tunity during  Sunday  evening  or  mid- 
week meetings  for  folks  to  ask  ques- 
tions that  had  come  to  their  minds  as 
they  read  the  Bible,  and  he  would  at- 
tempt to  answer  these  questions.  "We 
were  anxious  that  this  would  be  a 
learning  experience  as  well  as  simply 
a  'reading  through  the  Bible  exer- 
cise, '  "  he  said. 

Bethlehem  Brethren 

Members  of  the  Bethlehem  Breth- 
ren Church  (Harrisonburg,  Va.)  were 
asked  to  sign  up  on  the  bulletin  board 
if  they  planned  to  read  through  the 
Bible  in  1986.  Mrs.  Kathy  Velanzon, 
wife  of  the  pastor,  reports  that  of  the 
30  people  who  signed  up,  25  completed 
the  reading. 

They  celebrated  with  an  all-church 
carry-in  dinner  on  January  4,  1987,  at 
which  time  the  25  each  received  a  cer- 
tificate. Those  who  completed  the 
reading  ranged  in  age  from  12  (Jessie 
Velanzon)  to  86  (Rev.  C.Y.  and  Ruth 
Gilmer).   Anna  Lambert,  whose  eye- 


to  specific  candidates.  Important 
note:  Nothing  prohibits  individuals 
in  the  church  (including  the  pastor) 
from  contributing  funds  and  donat- 
ing time  to  any  political  party  or 
candidate  of  their  choosing. 

Endorsement  of  candidates.  The 
church  itself  may  not  endorse  candi- 
dates for  political  office  and  no  indi- 
vidual can  endorse  a  candidate  or 
group  of  candidates  on  behalf  of  the 
entire  church.  Important  note: 
Again,  nothing  prohibits  individuals 
within  the  congregation  (including 
the  pastor)  from  endorsing  candi- 
dates of  their  choosing. 

What  Can  a  Pastor  Legally  Do? 

Publicly  support  candidates/is- 
sues. The  pastor's  name  may  be  used 
in  political  ads  in  support  of  candi- 
dates or  issues.  He  or  she  may  be 
identified  in  the  ad  as  the  pastor  of  a 
particular  church. 


sight  is  failing,  bought  tapes  and  "lis- 
tened" her  way  through  the  Bible. 

All  25  agreed  that  it  was  an  uplift- 
ing experience,  and  some  are  on  their 
way  to  all  66  in  '87. 

Warsaw  First  Brethren 

Members  of  the  Warsaw,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church  who  read  through 
the  Bible  in  1986  were  each  presented 
a  copy  of  Harmony  of  the  Gospels  dur- 
ing the  morning  worship  service  on 
Sunday,  January  25,  according  to  Pas- 
tor Ken  Hunn.  Those  who  completed 
the  reading  were  Isabelle  Goodman, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  Griswold,  Eva 
Huffer,  Gladys  Huffer,  Florence  Mil- 
ler, Marjorie  Mitterling,  Esther 
Mohler,  the  Rife  family,  and  Alvin 
Miller  (who  has  read  through  the 
Bible  each  year  for  the  past  several). 

Waterloo  First  Brethren 

The  following  members  of  the 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  First  Brethren 
Church  read  through  the  Bible  in 
1986,  according  to  the  church  newslet- 
ter: Ethel  Lichty,  Helen  Moser,  Vir- 
ginia Suiter,  Rachel  Kraft,  Helen 
Kruse,  Babe  Boldt,  Zatha  Williamson, 
Nadine  Klingaman,  Susan  Mercer, 
and  Pastor  Lynn  Mercer. 


Establish  a  political  action  com- 
mittee (PAC).  The  pastor  may  work 
with  other  individuals  to  establish  a 
PAC.  The  committee  can  have 
church  members  on  it,  but  must  op- 
erate and  be  viewed  as  separate 
from  the  church. 

Lobby  and  circulate  petitions.  The 
pastor  may  engage  in  lobbying  acti- 
vites  as  an  individual  and  can  also 
circulate  petitions. 

Encourage/preach  on  Christian  ac- 
tivism. The  pastor  may  speak  from 
the  pulpit  to  encourage  the  members 
of  the  congregation  to  become  active 
in  every  aspect  of  the  political  proc- 
ess. Sermons  may  be  preached  on 
the  importance  of  political  activism 
for  Christians  and  prayers  offered 
for  elected  officials.  The  pastor  may 
lead  the  congregation  in  praying  for 
elections  as  long  as  the  prayer  is  not 
direct  or  indirect  endorsement  of 
any  candidate/candidates.  [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


What  Is  Missions? 


RECENTLY  I  was  privileged  to 
participate  in  a  one-day  mission 
emphasis  of  the  Fremont,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church.  It  was  "Ingather- 
ing Day." 

At  an  appropriate  time  in  the 
service,  Pastor  Harold  Walton  in- 
vited the  children  to  the  front  of  the 
sanctuary  for  his  children's  sermon. 
When  all  the  children  were  properly 
seated  and  somewhat  non-squirm- 
ing, Pastor  Walton  asked  them, 
"What  is  missions?" 

I  adjusted  my  seating  so  I  could 
watch  the  faces  of  the  youngsters  as 
they  shared  their  answers.  Only  one 
responded.  Without  hesitation  a  lit- 
tle fellow  spoke  his  one-word  an- 
swer, "Money." 

Pastor  Walton  was  not  quite  so 
surprised  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. Apparently  missions  (and 
money)  were  not  unknown  to  the 
young  participants.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  pastor  handled  the  situa- 
tion quite  well  with  his  comment, 
"That's  certainly  a  part  of  it."  A 
good  answer.  Money  is  important, 
but  it's  only  "a  part  of  it." 

Edward  C.  Pentecost  in  his  text, 
Issues  in  Missiology,  speaks  of  the 


aim  of  missions: 

Initiated  as  the  act  of  God  and  car- 
ried out  as  the  program  of  God,  mis- 
sions has  one  aim:  "...  to  seek  and 
to  save  that  which  was  lost"  (Luke 
19:10).  In  this,  all  missionaries  are 
"fellow  workers"  together  with  God 
(1  Cor.  3:9).  To  them  is  committed 
the  ministry  of  reconciliation!  (II 
Cor.  5:18). 

So  money  is  part  of  it.  But  mis- 
sions is  more.  It  should  involve 
every  aspect  of  the  ministry  of  the 
church.  In  dealing  with  the  topic, 
"So  that's  what  missions  is  all 
about"  (in  a  study  book  by  that 
title),  Dr.  Wade  Coggins  states,  "By 
its  very  nature,  the  church  is  mis- 
sionary." He  adds,  "The  church  that 
is  not  missionary  falls  short  of  its 
New  Testament  expectation." 

It  always  makes  my  day  when  I 
receive  a  letter  or  telephone  call 
stating,  "Jim,  I'm  the  missions 
chairperson  (secretary,  whatever)  of 
.  .  .  Church  and  have  a  question 
(concern,  suggestion,  etc.)  about 
Brethren  missions."  This  tells  me 
that  yet  another  chuch  is  paying  at- 
tention to  the  missionary  mandate. 
I'm  happy  to  report  that  I  receive 


such  communication  quite  fre- 
quently. Brethren  do  have  a  concern 
for  missions.  And  such  concern  is 
the  reason  that  a  relatively  small 
denomination  is  involved  in  an  ag- 
gressive missionary  program  in 
eight  countries  of  the  world. 

It  is  essential  that  current  support 
continue,  and  even  accelerate.  Long- 
range  goals  call  for  us  to  expand  our 
involvement  in  present  fields  of 
service  and  to  add  new  areas  of 
ministry.  Also,  personnel  are 
needed.  On  many  occasions  former 
Executive  Director  Dr.  M.  Virgil  In- 
graham  said,  in  effect,  "If  we  have 
the  personnel,  there  will  be  the 
means  to  send  them."  This  state- 
ment has  been  shown  to  be  true 
again  in  the  commitment  made  to 
candidates  David  and  Diane  Kerner 
and  Tim  and  Janet  Solomon. 

Brethren,  continue  to  pray  for 
present  missionaries.  Continue  to 
pray  for  the  commitment  of  new 
people.  And  continue  with  your 
generous  support. 

Thank  you. 

James  R.  Black 
Executive  Director 


An  Administrative  Visit  to  Colombia 


By  James  R.  Black,  Executive  Director 
Missionary  Board  of  The  Brethren  Church 


I  ARRIVED  in  Bogota,  Colombia, 
late  on  Friday  evening,  January 
23.  It  was  good  to  see  Mark  Logan 
and  Ray  and  Marilyn  Aspinall 
beyond  the  glass  barrier  waiting  to 
greet  me.  I  cleared  immigration  and 
customs  with  no  difficulty,  then  my 
luggage  was  loaded  in  the  car  and 
the  exciting  drive  to  the  Logan  home 
began.  Those  who  think  that  the 
word  "exciting"  was  used  just  to 
liven  up  this  article  have  never  been 
Mark's  passenger  in  Colombia.  Oh, 
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he  is  a  safe  driver  ...  a  good  driver. 
But  trucks,  buses,  and  pedestrians 
alike  do  not  intimidate  Mark  when 
he  is  behind  the  wheel. 

It  was  good  to  visit  with  the  Logan 
family  once  again.  The  children  are 
growing  up,  and  it's  interesting  to 
note  the  annual  changes.  Devotions, 
especially  around  the  breakfast 
table,  are  always  uplifting.  We  sing, 
take  turns  praying  (in  French,  En- 
glish, Spanish),  and  enjoy  the  break- 
fast       Chantal        has        prepared 


"from  scratch."  Even  the  cold  cereal 
that  morning  was  made  by  Chantal. 

The  official  part  of  my  visit  began 
with  the  Sunday  worship  service  at 
Villa  Del  Rio.  The  attendance  was 
down  from  a  year  ago,  due  to  the  in- 
fluence of  another  "new"  church  in 
the  area.  But  the  spirit  of  the  meet- 
ing was  good.  The  people  are  deter- 
mined to  be  a  witness  in  this  vast 
community. 

I  also  visited  the  SERVICOM  office 
(continued  on  page  15) 
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WE  look  to  the  future  with  con- 
fidence. We  know  that  we  will 
face  many  challenges  in  1987,  but 
the  Lord  will  surely  give  us  His  con- 
stant provision  and  protection.  We 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  you  for  your  keen  interest 
and  faithful  support  of  the  Brethren 
Mission  here  in  Malaysia. 

Ashland  Kindergarten 

Early  this  year  we  began  a  kin- 
dergarten here  in  Johor  Baru.  It 
may  surprise  you  to  learn  that  we 
named  it  Ashland  Kindergarten. 
Ashland  is  a  good  name  for  us.  Not 
only  is  Ashland  (Ohio)  the  home  of 
our  international  headquarters,  but 
the  word  Ashland  has  a  beautiful 
sound  when  translated  into  Chinese. 

We  are  privileged  to  have  Mrs. 
Janice  Loh  as  our  kindergarten 
teacher.  She  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
Church  and  has  seven  years  of 
teaching  experience.  She  finds  tre- 
mendous joy  in  working  with  chil- 
dren and  has  often  expressed  to  us 
that  she  is  indeed  blessed  by  the  op- 
portunity to  serve  in  the  Ashland 
Kindergarten.  Our  curriculum  in- 
cludes Bible  stores,  hymns,  nur- 
sery rhymes,  moral  education,  gen- 
eral knowledge,  handcrafts,  and  in- 
door and  outdoor  activities. 

Through  this  kindergarten,  we 
hope  to  minister  to  both  the  students 
and  their  parents.  The  kindergarten 
provides  us  easy  and  natural  contact 
with  the  parents,  when  they  come  to 
inquire  about  enrolling  their  chil- 
dren. We  develop  friendship  with 
the  parents  and  gradually  share  the 
gospel  with  them. 

When  the  children  begin  attend- 
ing our  kindergarten,  we  invite 
them  to  attend  our  church  meetings; 
later  we  invite  their  parents.  The 
parents'  pride  and  religion  might 
normally  cause  them  to  refuse  such 
an   invitation,   but   their  children's 
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Looking  to  the  Future 
In  Malaysia 


By  David  Loi 


Teacher  Janice  Loh  and  pupils  of  the  Ashland  Kindergarten  of  Johor  Baru,  Malaysia. 


involvement  makes  a  difference. 

There  is  another  side  benefit  as- 
sociated with  the  kindergarten. 
Many  of  the  churches  in  Malaysia 
with  this  type  of  program  generate 
enough  income  to  help  them  become 
self-supporting.  It  is  our  dream  that 
one  day  the  Brethren  Mission  in 
Malaysia  will  be  self-supporting  and 
that  the  Ashland  Kindergarten  will 
help  us  fulfill  this  dream. 

The  work  in  Penang 

Last  December  my  entire  family 
was  able  to  accompany  me  during 
my  administrative  trip  to  Penang. 
During  our  week  there  we  attended 
two  special  meetings  with  the 
Penang  Brethren  Youth.  We  were 
happy  to  see  several  new  faces  along 
with  the  old  familar  ones.  We  were 
also  very  glad  to  see  several  young 
people  who  had  stopped  attending 
for  awhile  but  who  are  now  back  in 
church.  Jenny  and  I  also  met  with 
them,  and  we  encouraged  them  to 
come  back. 


The  Brethren  work  in  Penang  is 
under  the  very  capable  leadership  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  Chew  and  their 
able  assistant,  Madam  Hong  Hee- 
Ying.  This  mission  work  is  progress- 
ing quite  well. 

During  this  past  Christmas  sea- 
son, they  used  a  different  way  of 
celebrating  our  Lord's  birth.  In  the 
past  they  went  caroling,  visiting  the 
homes  of  Christians  and  non-Chris- 
tians alike.  But  this  time  Rev.  Chew 
held  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  his 
home.  Mrs.  Chew  is  a  piano  teacher, 
so  she  invited  her  students  and  their 
parents.  Rev.  Chew  presented  a 
Christmas  message,  and  the  youth 
presented  a  Christmas  drama  and 
sang  songs.  It  was  a  great  experi- 
ence for  all  present,  and  we  were 
very  pleased  with  the  response. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  what 
God  has  in  store  for  us  in  the  future. 
Please  continue  to  support  us  in 
your  daily  prayers  for  the  Brethren 
Mission  work  here  in  Malaysia.  May 
the  Lord  abundantly  bless  you.     [tl 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Proclaiming  the  Good  News 

In  India 


AS  your  Brethren  missionaries  to 
India,  my  wife  Nirmala  and  I 
join  together  to  thank  the  Lord  for 
His  bounteous  blessings  this  past 
year.  It  was  a  truly  memorable  year 
for  us  because  of  our  visit  to  the 
United  States.  During  our  three- 
month  visit,  we  collected  a  great 
treasure  of  wonderful  memories 
from  our  rewarding  visits  to  the 
various  Brethren  churches.  We  were 
thrilled  by  the  warm  hospitality  and 
Christian  love  shown  by  the  pas- 
tors and  their  families  and  the  other 
Brethren  who  hosted  us  in  their 
homes. 

The  Lord  has  truly  blessed  the 
Brethren  ministry  in  India.  The 
church  now  has  2,197  baptized  mem- 
bers, and  65  pastors  serve  70  Breth- 
ren congregations. 

As  in  the  past  years,  we  concen- 
trated our  efforts  during  the  joyous 
Christmas  season  on  proclaiming 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
had  special  Christmas  celebration 
services      in      the      churches      at 


Rajahmundry  on  December  23  and 
at  Visakhapatnam  on  the  24th.  The 
young  people  presented  a  play  called 
"The  Wisdom  Found  by  the  Three 
Wise  Men,"  and  they  also  sang  fa- 
milar  Christmas  carols. 

Christmas  day 

On  Christmas  day  we  celebrated 
with  a  special  service  at  the  public 
auditorium  in  Rajahmundry.  I  felt  it 
a  privilege  to  bring  a  special  mes- 
sage to  the  1,100  in  attendance  that 
day.  The  youth  again  presented 
special  Christmas  music,  and  we 
showed  two  Christian  movies. 
Throughout  the  entire  Christmas 
season  —  and  even  into  the  new 
year  —  all  of  our  Brethren  pastors 
kept  busy  going  to  the  various  vil- 
lages in  the  area  to  preach  the  mes- 
sage of  Jesus'  birth. 

During  the  Lenten  season,  many 
of  our  members  opened  their  homes 
for  a  series  of  prayer  meetings.  This 
gave  us  the  opportunity  to  prepare 
the  hearts  of  many  non-Christians. 


Rev.  Kumar 
gives  Bibles 
and  flash- 
lights pur- 
chased with 
gifts  from 
churches,  in- 
dividuals, and 
women's  groups 
in  the  U.S.  to 
Mr.  Diviprasad, 
a  youth  pastor 
who  was  raised 
in  the  orphan- 
age, and  to 
Rev.  V.  Raja 
Rao,  supervi- 
sor of  village 
congregations. 
In  all,  65 
Indian  pastors 
received 
Bibles  and 
flashlights. 
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By  K.  Prasanth  Kumar 

The  message  of  the  crucifixion  of 
Jesus  Christ  had  a  great  impact  on 
many  of  these  people,  and  a  number 
of  decisions  were  made. 

In  addition  to  the  special  meetings 
described  above,  we  are  also  in- 
volved with  several  ongoing 
evangelistic  programs.  We  offer  reg- 
ular Sunday  school  and  worship 
services,  mid-week  Bible  studies,  a 
Friday  fasting  and  prayer  program, 
and  women's  meetings.  Revival 
meetings  and  thanksgiving  festivals 
in  Rajahmundry  and  Visakhapat- 
nam complement  our  regular  pro- 
grams. We  also  have  special  pro- 
grams for  the  youth,  including  an 
annual  revival  meeting. 

Community  services 

We  continue  to  provide  many 
needed  services  to  our  community 
and  the  surrounding  area.  This  in- 
cludes helping  30  boys  in  our  or- 
phanage, giving  free  medical  aid, 
and  offering  vocational  classes  in 
sewing  and  typing.  With  the  help  of 
World  Relief,  we  are  also  able  to 
provide  ongoing  aid  as  well  as 
emergency  relief  to  the  destitute  in 
our  area.  We  are  especially  grateful 
for  the  grant  from  World  Relief  that 
enabled  us  to  help  over  2,500  vic- 
tims of  the  flood  that  hit  Rajahmun- 
dry last  August. 

We  are  certainly  thankful  for 
what  God  has  done  for  us  and 
through  us  this  past  year.  As  par- 
ents, Nirmala  and  I  are  especially 
thankful  for  the  decision  our  son 
Sudhir  made  last  April  to  dedicate 
his  life  to  full-time  ministry.  In  fact, 
he  and  some  of  the  other  Brethren 
youth  have  been  ministering  to  the 
villages  of  Ethokota,  Pujaripalem, 
and  Mummidivarapupadu. 

Finally,  we  would  like  to  thank  all 
of  our  mission-minded  Brethren 
friends  in  the  United  States  for  their 
prayers  and  concern.  [t] 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Park  Street  Member  Helps  Build 
Church  Building  for  Haitians 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Steve  Huber,  a 
member  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church,  realized  one  of  the 
desires  of  his  life  this  winter  when  he 
spent  two  weeks  in  Haiti  helping  to 
construct  a  church  building  for  a 
group  of  village  Christians. 

Huber,  who  had  wanted  to  serve  on 
a  short-term  missions  project  for  some 
time,  saw  that  desire  begin  to 
materialize  last  fall  when  he  learned 
of  a  mission  group  that  was  making 
plans  to  construct  a  church  building  in 
Haiti.  God  opened  the  doors,  and  Steve 
was  able  to  join  15  other  men  in  this 
project.  Huber  not  only  donated  his 
two  weeks  of  labor,  but  he  also  paid 
his  own  expenses  for  the  two  weeks. 

Huber  joined  the  other  15  men  on 
Tuesday,  January  27,  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  from  where  they  flew  by  way  of 
Miami,  Fla.,  to  Port-au-Prince,  the 
capital  of  Haiti.  From  Port-au-Prince 
they  traveled  about  three  hours  by  car 
to  a  village  in  the  agricultural  section 
of  the  country,  where  they  were  to 


build  the  church  building.  They  ar- 
rived around  6:30  p.m.,  exhausted 
from  the  long  day  of  travel. 

Early  the  next  morning  they  began 
work.  They  spent  the  rest  of  that  week 
(except  Sunday)  and  all  of  the  follow- 
ing week  constructing  the  96-  by  32- 
foot  cement-block  building.  This  in- 
volved laying  the  block  walls  14 
courses  high,  constructing  twenty-four 
36-foot  trusses  for  the  roof,  and  sheet- 
ing the  roof  with  aluminum. 

Most  of  the  work  was  done  with 
hand  tools,  since  the  only  power  equip- 
ment was  two  power  saws  run  by  a 
gasoline  generator.  Thankfully,  says 
Huber,  the  cement  was  mixed  by  Hai- 
tian men,  who  worked  constantly  and 
diligently. 

The  Lord  blessed  the  project  with 
fantastic  weather  (sunny,  80  to  85  de- 
grees). As  a  result,  the  men  were  able 
to  complete  the  building  by  Saturday 
noon  of  the  second  week  —  with  a  half 
day  to  spare!  The  next  day  (Sunday)  it 
rained  torrentially. 


While  in  Haiti,  Huber  observed  a 
number  of  things  about  Haiti  and  its 
people.  He  found  the  Haitians  to  be 
beautiful  people  —  very  kind,  clean, 
and  eager  to  work,  but  also  very  poor. 
Sixty  percent  of  the  people  are  un- 
employed, and  those  who  do  have 
work  are  lucky  to  make  three  dollars 
per  week. 

Most  Haitians  are  in  desperate 
straits,  Huber  says,  and  the  country 
itself  is  on  the  verge  of  ecological  dis- 
aster. The  people  have  almost  nothing 
and  live  from  day  to  day  on  what  they 
can  eke  out  from  the  land.  Every  liv- 
ing and  non-living  thing  is  used  in 
their  struggle  for  existence. 

As  a  result,  the  land  is  worn  out 
from  overuse,  and  most  of  the  trees 
have  been  cut  to  provide  wood  for 
cooking  fires.  Ideally,  Huber  says,  the 
land  should  be  given  a  rest  so  that  the 
ground  can  become  fertile  again  and 
the  hillsides  become  lush  and  green. 
But  the  people  can't  wait  for  that  to 
happen,  since  they  depend  on  the  land 
for  their  day-to-day  existence. 

So  the  ground  becomes  more  barren 
and  the  hillsides  more  denuded.  As  a 
result,  erosion  is  an  even  greater  prob- 
lem, polluting  the  waters  and  killing 

r 


the  fish.  Thus  the  cycle  continues  and 
becomes  ever  more  vicious. 

Yet  Huber  does  not  think  the  situa- 
tion is  entirely  without  hope.  "Each 
little  drop  [of  assistance  to  the  Haitian 
people]  helps,"  he  says.  "And  the  drops 
add  up." 

He  is  thankful  for  the  opportunity 
he  had  to  provide  some  assistance  and 
hopes  that  God  will  open  the  doors  for 
him  to  serve  again  in  the  future.  He 
also  challenges  other  Brethren  to  be- 
come involved  in  similar  projects  and 
to  have  their  eyes  opened  to  the  fact 
that  "the  harvest  is  plentiful  but  the 
laborers  are  few." 
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Hagerstown  Honors  Freeda  Johns 
As  Christian  Educator  of  the  Year 


Hagerstown,  Md.  —  Freeda  Johns 
was  honored  January  18  by  the 
Hagerstown  First  Brethren  Church  as 
that  congregation's  1986  Christian 
Educator  of  the  Year. 

In  recognition  of  this  honor,  Mrs. 
Johns  was  given  a  plaque  during  the 
morning  worship  service  on  that  day, 
which  was  observed  as  Leadership 
Sunday  in  the  Hagerstown  Church. 

Mrs.  Johns  has  been  a  church  school 
teacher  at  Hagerstown  since  1934.  She 
continues  to  do  an  excellent  job  of 
teaching. 

Also  honored  on  Leadership  Sunday 
was  Mrs.  Edith  Cushen,  who  was 
given  a  special  award  in  recognition  of 
her  74  years  of  teaching.  Mrs.  Cushen 
retired  from  teaching  several  years 
ago,  but  continues  to  attend  services 
faithfully  —  not  only  church  school 
and  Sunday  morning  worship,  but  also 
Sunday  evening  and  mid-week  serv- 
ices. Her  pastor,  Dr.  Harold  Barnett, 
describes  her  as  "a  very  choice  and 
godly  Christian  lady." 

In  addition  to  the  above  two  awards, 


certificates  of  appreciation  were  pre- 
sented to  church  school  treasurer 
Gerald  Cooper,  Sr.,  and  church  school 
secretary  Howard  Sheeley.  These  two 
men  were  shown  this  appreciation  for 


their  many  years  of  dedicated  and 
loyal  work  in  the  church  school  during 
their  various  tenures  of  service. 

The  Leadership  Sunday  awards 
were  presented  by  Doris  Barnett,  re- 
tiring church  school  superintendent, 
and  by  Margaret  Greene  and  JoAnn 
Hendershot,  co-superintendents  for 
1987. 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Harold  Barnett 


Honored  on  Leadership  Sunday  were 
Sheeley,  Edith  Cushen,  and  Freeda  Johns, 
superintendent,  helped  present  the  awards. 


(I.   to  r.)  Gerald  Cooper,  Sr.,  Howard 
Doris  Barnett  (r.),  retiring  church  school 


Visit  to  Colombia 

(continued  from  page  11) 

in  Bogota  as  part  of  my 
agenda.  This  is  a  tremen- 
dously encouraging  work, 
with  SERVICOM  being  the 
largest  supplier  of  Christian 
multi-media  in  Colombia. 
And  it's  Brethren! 

I  then  traveled  on  to  Mede- 
lin,  this  year  making  the  trip 
by  air.  Last  year,  because  of 
threats  against  North  Ameri- 
cans, I  found  it  necessary  to 
make  the  trip  by  car  to  avoid 
airport  visibility.  It  was  a 
beautiful  flight,  and  I  enjoyed  being 
back  in  the  City  of  Eternal  Spring. 

Nevertheless,  problems  were  in 
evidence,  including  the  resignation 
of  Rev.  Luis  Mendoza,  church  leader 
and  pastor  at  Campo  Valdez.  But 
the  church  is  not  defeated,  and  I  was 
excited  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
Brethren.  It  was  especially  good  to 
fellowship  with  the  Quechua  Indians 
and  to  participate  in  the  growing 
work  at  Giradota.  And  we  now  own 
the  SERVICOM  office  complex  in 
Medellin.  Prayerfully,  the  Solomons 


Enjoying  breakfast  at  Logans  are  (I.  to  r.)  Ray  and 
Marilyn  Aspinall;  Elizabeth  Arias,  a  Colombian  woman 
who  serves  as  office  manager  for  SERVICOM;  Mark  and 
Chantal  Logan;  and  (taking  the  picture)  Jim  Black. 

(Tim  and  Janet)  will  become  in- 
volved with  this  work  as  part  of 
their  assignment  to  Colombia  later 
this  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  article,  I 
mentioned  Ray  and  Marilyn  As- 
pinall. You  might  ask,  "Aren't  they 
in  Argentina?"  The  answer,  of 
course,  is  "Yes."  But  they  will  also 
be  working  with  Colombia.  This 
field  assignment  was  necessary  in 
order  that  the  Logans  would  be  able 
to  continue  the  very  demanding 
work  placed  upon  them.  Soon,  we 


trust,  the  Kerners  (David  and 
Diane)  will  be  in  Colombia  as 
well  to  give  desperately 
needed  pastoral  assistance. 
Ray,  however,  will  continue 
his  oversight  involvement. 

On  Tuesday,  February  2,  I 
was  again  on  my  way  home, 
but  with  mixed  emotions.  To 
say  I  was  glad  to  be  going 
home  is  an  understatement, 
to  be  sure.  But  I  still  was  not 
anxious  to  leave  the  abso- 
lutely beautiful  Colombian 
weather  and  the  fellowship  of 
our  people  in  that  country. 
But  as  I  grow  older,  I  seem  to 
miss  the  family  just  a  bit  more. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers  and 
your  concern  for  me  and  for  the  mis- 
sionary workers  around  the  world. 
Please  do  not  forget  to  pray  for  and 
support  the  missionary  efforts  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  That  threefold 
outline  of  the  Book  of  Acts  is  truly 
our  mandate:  To  be  "witnesses  unto 
[Christ]  both  in  Jersualem,  and  in 
all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth" 
(Acts  1:8). 
In  Jesus'  name.  AMEN.  [t] 
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Missionary  Children  Hold  Reunion 
At  Sarasota  Church  on  December  27 


Sarasota,  Fla.  —  Brethren  mission- 
ary children  who  had  at  one  time  lived 
in  Argentina  with  their  parents 
gathered  at  the  Sarasota  First  Breth- 
ren Church  December  27  for  a  mis- 
sionary kids  (M.K.'s)  reunion. 

Present  for  the  reunion  were  chil- 
dren of  Ray  and  Marilyn  Aspinall,  Rob 
and  Jane  Byler,  John  and  Regina 
Rowsey,  and  Kenneth  and  Jeanette 
Solomon.  Also  there  were  three  of  the 
parents,  former  missionaries  Rob 
Byler  and  Ken  and  Jeanette  Solomon. 

The  reunion  was  held  in  typical 
Argentine  fashion,  with  plenty  of  mate 
(Argentine  herb  tea),  empanadas 
(meat-filled  pastries),  music,  and  fel- 
lowship. Much  of  the  conversation  cen- 
tered on  life  in  Argentina  during  the 
'60s  and  70s,  with  the  M.K.'s  swap- 
ping humorous  stories  about  life  on 
the  field. 


They  also  reflected  on  how  they  felt 
about  growing  up  on  the  mission  field. 
Becky  (Solomon)  Abbott  expressed  the 
sentiment  of  many  missionary  chil- 


dren when  she  said,  "I  wouldn't  have 
wanted  to  grow  up  any  other  way."  To 
which  Kathy  (Aspinall)  Rosales  added, 
"Our  childhood  was  special." 

Some  of  the  M.K.'s  had  not  seen  one 
another  for  nearly  20  years.  They  are 
now  married  and  have  children  of 
their  own. 

—  reported  by  Jan  Solomon 


Above,  former  missionary  kids  (I.  to  r.) 
Sue  (Rowsey)  Warner,  Kathy  (Aspinall) 
Rosales,  Claudia  (Aspinall)  Horner, 
Margi  (Solomon)  Dodds,  Tim  Solomon, 
Becky  (Solomon)  Abbott,  Becky  Byler, 
and  Steve  Byler. 

At  left,  missionary  kids  with  their 
spouses  and  children,  and  also  (2nd  row, 
far  left)  former  missionaries  Ken  Sol- 
omon, Jeanette  Solomon,  and  Rob  Byler. 

Photos  by  Tim  Solomon 


Members  of  the  Valley  Brethren  Church 
Give  an  Account  of  Their  Stewardship 


Jones  Mills,  Pa.  —  Members  of  the 
Valley  Brethren  Church  gave  an  ac- 
count of  their  stewardship  on  De- 
cember 28,  when  the  congregation  ob- 
served "Mina  Sunday." 

The  groundwork  for  "Mina  Sunday" 
was  laid  on  Sunday  morning,  October 
25,  when  Valley  pastor  Rev.  Dan  Law- 
son  preached  a  sermon  on  "The  Para- 
ble of  the  Talents."  Following  that  ser- 
mon, the  church  official  board  voted  to 
give  each  member  of  the  congregation 


a  mina  (Greek  for  "pound")  to  invest 
for  the  Lord. 

So  on  Sunday,  November  2,  $5.00 
was  given  to  each  of  the  54  persons  12 
years  of  age  or  older  present  in  the 
congregation  (a  total  of  $270).  The 
money  was  designated  as  "God's 
Money,"  to  be  invested  over  the  next 
two  months  and  then  returned,  with 
any  increase,  on  December  28. 

The  Valley  Brethren  began  imme- 
diately to  seek  ways  to  increase  their 


minas.  Some  held  hoagie  sales  or  bake 
sales.  Others  washed  cars  or  made  and 
sold  crafts.  Still  others  sold  candy, 
pop,  or  potatoes. 

On  "Mina  Sunday,"  everyone  came 
forward  during  the  morning  worship 
service  to  return  God's  money.  A  total 
of  $2,063.05  was  brought  in.  The  Val- 
ley Brethren  had  increased  their 
minas  6.6  times. 

—  reported  by  Vera  Schroyer 

It  is  never  right  to  do  a  little  wrong  to 
obtain  the  greatest  possible  good.  Your 
duty  is  to  do  the  right  —  the  consequences 
are  with  God. 

—  C.H.  Spurgeon 
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Two  Winners,  No  Losers  in  Contest 
Between  Waterloo  and  N.  Georgetown 


Waterloo,  Iowa  —  The  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  and  the  North  Georgetown, 
Ohio,  First  Brethren  Churches  en- 
gaged in  a  bit  of  rivalry  during  Sep- 
tember, October,  and  November  of 
1986  to  see  which  church  could 
achieve  the  greatest  increase  in  aver- 
age Sunday  school  attendance. 

Pastor  William  Walk  of  the  North 
Georgetown  Church  and  Pastor  Lynn 
Mercer  of  the  Waterloo  Church  set  up 
the  contest.  The  two  churches  paired 
up  for  the  contest  because  they  are 
about  the  same  size.  The  fact  that 
Waterloo's  pastor,  Rev.  Mercer,  is  a 
son  of  the  North  Georgetown  Church 
provided  some  added  interest  to  the 
competition. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
test, the  losing  church  would  pay  $50 
to   the  national   Board   of  Christian 


Education  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

The  North  Georgetown  Church  got 
off  to  a  fast  start,  so  much  so,  in  fact, 
that  it  took  Waterloo  ten  weeks  to 
catch  up.  But  it  was  nip  and  tuck  dur- 
ing the  final  weeks  of  the  contest. 

With  only  three  weeks  to  go  and  the 
Waterloo  Church  1.4  percentage 
points  behind,  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent Neil  Hoppenworth  challenged 
the  Waterloo  Brethren  to  come  out  en 
masse  the  following  Sunday 
(November  16)  and  to  bring  along 
guests.  He  promised  that  if  attendance 
topped  125,  he  would  wear  a  tuxedo  on 
Sunday,  November  23rd. 

The  picture  at  the  right  gives  a  clue 
to  what  happened.  Attendance  on  the 
16th  was  128! 

Even  so,  Waterloo  lost  the  contest  — 
by   1.3  percentage  points.   But  in  a 


English  and  Spanish-Speaking  Brethren 
Hold  Get-Acquainted  Session  in  Florida 


Sarasota,  Fla.  —  Brethren  of  the 
Florida  District  churches  met  on 
Saturday,  January  31,  in  Sarasota  for 
a  time  of  fellowship  designed  to  help 
the  English-speaking  and  Spanish- 
speaking  congregations  become  better 
acquainted. 

During  the  afternoon,  Rev.  Kenneth 
Solomon,  co-pastor  of  Iglesia  Hispana 
de  los  Hermanos  (the  Hispanic  congre- 
gation) and  Tim  and  Janet  Solomon, 
helpers  in  the  church,  took  the  visitors 
to  view  the  fields  and  housing  of  farm- 
workers in  the  area.  Many  children 
and  a  few  adults  attend  the  Hispanic 
church  from  this  area. 

At  five  o'clock,  about  50  people,  in- 
cluding several  members  of  the  His- 
panic church  who  live  in  the  city, 
gathered  for  a  potluck  supper.  After 
the  meal,  the  group  was  entertained 


with  singing  and  guitar-playing  by 
Daniel  Rosales  (co-pastor  of  the  His- 
panic congregation),  Miguel  Antunez, 
and  other  members  of  the  Hispanic 
church. 

Then  everyone  participated  in  some 
small-group,  get-acquainted  activities. 
The  final  activity  engaged  the  En- 
glish-speaking folks  in  a  learning  ac- 
tivity —  how  to  say  in  Spanish,  "I  am 
glad  to  meet  you.  I  am  glad  you  came 
today." 

"The  words  I  remember  from  that 
lesson,"  says  Jean  Lersch,  who  chairs 
the  Florida  District  Ministry  of  Mis- 
sions and  Outreach,  which  planned 
the  get-together,  "are  Mucho  gusto, 
and  that's  a  good  description  of  the 
event."  "In  fact",  she  adds,  "there  were 
moments  of  absolute  hilarity." 

—  reported  by  Jean  Lersch 


# 


Brethren  to  Meet  April  7th 
To  Examine  Church's  Future 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Concerned  clergy 
and  lay  persons  are  invited  to  attend 
the  National  Forum  on  the  Future  of 
The  Brethren  Church,  scheduled  for 
April  7,  1987. 

This   forum   has    arisen    out   of  a 
genuine  desire  to  find  positive  solu- 


tions to  the  problems  that  face  The 
Brethren  Church.  Dr.  Charles  Munson 
is  the  convener. 

The  forum  will  be  held  near  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  at  the  Columbus/Worth- 
ington  Holiday  Inn,  located  at  175 
Hutchinson  (Interstate  270  to  the  U.S. 
23  North  exit).  The  meeting  will  begin 
at  11:30  a.m.  and  adjourn  at  5:00  p.m. 
The  only  cost  is  for  the  noon  lunch. 

If  you  plan  to  attend,  please  send 
word  to  Dr.  Charles  Munson,  910 
Center  St.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  Dead- 
line for  reservations  is  March  30. 


Photo  by  Robbie  Catchpool. 

Waterloo  Sunday  school  superintendent 
Neil  Hoppenworth  wearing  a  tuxedo.  The 
Waterloo  Brethren  met  his  challenge. 

sense,  both  Sunday  schools  won,  for 
both  realized  an  increase  in  average 
attendance  of  over  13  percent  (14.9% 
for  North  Georgetown  and  13.6%  for 
Waterloo).  In  fact,  the  contest  was  so 
beneficial  for  both  congregations  and 
the  outcome  was  so  close  that  each 
church  sent  $25  to  the  national  Board 
of  Christian  Education. 

—  reported  by  Lois  Catchpool 

Brethren  Pastors  Enroll 
In  Mennonite  Health  Plan 

Goshen,  Ind.  —  Brethren  pastors  re- 
cently enrolled  in  the  Medical  Ex- 
pense Sharing  Plan,  a  health  plan  of 
Mennonite  Mutual  Aid,  Goshen,  Ind. 

The  pastors  group  comprises  about 
100  individuals  from  across  the 
United  States.  Their  membership  be- 
came effective  January  1,  following 
discussions  between  MMA  and  the 
Brethren  pastors  about  how  MMA  can 
assist  with  their  medical  expenses. 

"We  welcome  this  as  the  beginning 
of  a  continuing  relationship  not  only 
with  these  Brethren  pastors,  but  also 
with  persons  in  The  Brethren 
Church,"  says  Laban  Peachey,  MMA 
Vice  President  of  Marketing.  He  adds, 
"MMA  is  a  practical  application  of 
Christian  mutual  aid  that  we  read 
about  in  the  New  Testament." 

Mennonite  Mutual  Aid's  health,  life, 
and  retirement  plans  are  available  to 
Mennonites  and  other  related  Anabap- 
tist groups  —  which  includes  The 
Brethren  Church.  For  more  informa- 
tion about  MMA's  services,  call 
Member  Services  at  MMA's  Goshen  of- 
fice at  800-348-7468. 

God  sends  no  one  away  empty  except 
those  who  are  full  of  themselves. 

—  D.L.  Moody 
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Laymen  of  the  Oakville,  W.  Va., 
First  Brethren  Church  baked  cakes, 
pies,  and  other  items  for  a  baked  goods 
auction,  which  was  held  February  7  to 
raise  money  for  the  Laymen's  Organi- 
zation. Christopher  Pennington  do- 
nated the  prettiest  cake;  Paul  Fox's 
"monkey  bread"  and  Kenneth  Nuc- 
kels'  fried  pies  were  judged  the  most 
original;  and  Tim  Ceprich's  cake  sold 
for  the  most  money  ($20.00).  Follow- 
ing the  auction,  the  buyers  shared  a 
portion  of  their  purchases  so  that  all 
could  enjoy  a  time  of  eating  and  Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

Two  new  learning  kits  recently 
became  available  from  Brethren 
House  Ministries  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.  They  are  the  Lenten  Learning  Kit 
Including  Holy  Week  and  Easter,  con- 
taining activities  to  help  children  bet- 
ter understand  the  meaning  of  lent 
and  Easter;  and  the  Bible  Story  Action 
Kit  for  Young  Children,  containing 
materials  for  presenting  Bible  stories 
and  for  the  children  to  use  when 
"playing"  the  stories. 

Rev.  Lynn  and  Susan  Mercer  be- 
came the  parents  of  twin  girls,  Leta 
Elizabeth  and  Lana  Elizabeth,  on  Feb- 
ruary 6.  Rev.  Mercer  pastors  the 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  First  Brethren 
Church. 

The  United  Bible  Societies  report 
that  19  languages  received  their  first 
Scriptures  in  1986.  Nearly  97%  of  the 
world's  people  now  have  some  part  of 
the  Bible  in  their  language. 

Migrants  at  Brethren  House 
Contribute  Labor  With  Love 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  —  Most  migrant 
laborers  come  to  Florida  to  pick  vege- 
tables and  citrus,  but  two  migrating 
sojourners  recently  arrived  at  Breth- 
ren House  in  St.  Petersburg  and 
worked  in  different  "fields,"  donating 
hours  of  labor  with  love. 

Charles  and  Aida  May  Munson,  "on 
vacation"  from  cold  Ohio  for  six  weeks 
this  winter,  made  themselves  avail- 


able for  all  sorts  of  tedious  tasks,  with 
no  glamour  and  no  fringe  benefits 
(and  thus  were  true  migrants). 

There  wasn't  even  room  for  all  six 
feet  four  inches  of  Charles  in  the  guest 
room  bed.  Besides,  boxes  of  books  sur- 
rounding the  bed  prohibited  much 
movement  in  the  room,  which  doubles 
as  a  storeroom/mimeograph  and  copy 
center.  So  the  Munsons  slept  in  their 
van  in  the  driveway. 

The  Munsons  cheerfully  helped  with 
everything  from  stocking  learning  kits 


with  magnets,  yarn,  and  string  to 
painting  display  boards  and  entertain- 
ing team  dinners  (for  11  people).  In 
their  "spare  time,"  they  even  planned 
and  helped  with  the  teaching. 

What  a  model  of  servanthood  this 
couple  provided!  They  gave  of  them- 
selves in  the  most  menial  tasks  be- 
cause they  had  already  given  them- 
selves to  God,  who  called  them  years 
ago  out  of  the  Pennsylvania  hills  to 
become  sojourners. 

—  Jean  Lersch 


Overseas  Service  Opportunities  Available 
Through  World  Relief  Corporation  of  NAE 


St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  —  The  World 
Relief  Corporation  of  NAE  has  the  fol- 
lowing short-term  overseas  service  op- 
portunities available  through  its 
OPEN  HANDS  service  program: 

Assistant  for  Adminstration, 
Tegucigalpa,  Honduras.  Two-year 
minimum  term.  Needed  as  soon  as 
possible.  Salary  to  be  negotiated. 

Vocational  Training  Supervisor  (in- 
dustrial arts),  Galang  Refugee  Camp, 
Indonesia.  Two-year  term.  Stipend 
fully  covers  expenses. 

Vocational  Training  Supervisor 
(domestic  arts),  Galang  Refugee 
Camp,  Indonesia.  Two-year  term. 
Stipend  fully  covers  expenses. 

Nursing  Coordinator,  Philippine 
Refugee  Processing  Center,  Bataan, 
Philippines.  Two-year  term.  Stipend 
fully  covers  expenses. 


Curriculum  Specialist,  Philippine 
Refugee  Processing  Center,  Bataan, 
Philippines.  One  year  with  extension 
potential.  Salary  fully  funded. 

Teacher  Supervisor,  Philippine  Ref- 
ugee Processing  Center,  Bataan, 
Philippines.  One  year  with  extension 
potential.  Stipend  fully  covers  ex- 
penses. 

Women  in  Development  Coordinator, 
Dakar,  Senegal.  Two  years.  Volun- 
teer-level stipend  fully  funded. 

For  more  information  about  these 
positions  and/or  the  OPEN  HANDS 
program,  contact  Erica  Weidenhamer, 
secretary  of  the  Brethren  World  Relief 
Board,  6334  56th  Ave.,  North,  St. 
Petersburg,  FL  33709  (phone:  813- 
545-2173).  Or  call  Mrs.  Lou  Cole  at 
the  World  Relief  Corporation  offices 
(312-665-0235). 


In  Memory 

Charles  Jerry  Blosser,  63,  February  17. 
Member  for  more  than  50  years  and  trus- 
tee of  The  Brethren  Church  of  New  Leba- 
non. Services  by  Robert  Dillard,  pastor. 
Robert  Allen  Powers,  43,  February  2. 
Member  for  one  year  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  South  Bend.  Services  by  Larry 
R.  Baker,  pastor. 

Mrs.  Mabel  Leer  Wambaugh,  85,  Janu- 
ary 19.  Member  from  1939  to  1966  and 
from  1975  to  1987  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Goshen.  Services  by  Donald 
Rowser,  pastor,  and  David  Kerner,  as- 
sociate pastor. 

Anna  Green,  January  18.  Member  of  the 
Linwood  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Robert  L.  Keplinger,  pastor. 
Walter  L.  Brandenburg,  90,  January  14. 
Member  for  72  years  of  the  Linwood  Breth- 
ren Church.  Services  by  Robert  L.  Kep- 
linger, pastor.  Mr.  Brandenburg,  who 
served  the  Linwood  Church  for  many  years 
as  a  deacon,  was  the  oldest  member  of  the 
congregation  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Walter  G.  Dysert,  59,  January  14. 
Member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Carl  Phillips,  pastor. 


Mary  E.  (Mayme)  Swihart,  101,  January 

3.  Lifelong  member  of  the  Brighton  Chapel 

Brethren  Church.  Services  by  John  Long, 

pastor. 

Ella    Green    Trott,    69,    December    29. 

Member  of  the  Linwood  Brethren  Church. 

Services  by  Rev.  Hays  K.  Logan. 

Goldenaires 

Loris  and  Esther  Stout,  50th,  March  7. 
Members  of  the  Burlington  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Charles  and  Margaret  Blacksten,  60th, 
February  2.  Members  of  the  Linwood 
Brethren  Church. 

Loren  and  Pauline  Crawford,  60th,  Jan- 
uary 27.  Members  of  the  Milledgeville 
Brethren  Church. 

Edward  and  Dorothy  Arch,  50th,  Janu- 
ary 17.  Members  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Nappanee. 

Membership  Growth 

Vinco:  5  by  baptism 

Gretna:  2  by  baptism 

Waterloo:  5  by  transfer 

Brighton  Chapel:  2  by  transfer 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)* 

THE  STORM 

"Let's  go  across  the  lake,"  Jesus  said  to  His  friends  one  evening.  Since  early  morning  He 
had  been  teaching  and  healing  all  the  people  who  came  to  Him.  Now  He  was  very  tired.  His 
friends  were  glad  that  they  had  a  boat  in  which  He  could  ride  and  rest. 

Jesus  stepped  into  the  boat.  The  friends  got  into  the  boat  also.  The  men  rowed  the  boat 
over  the  quiet  water.  Jesus  laid  down.  In  a  few  minutes,  He  was  fast  asleep.  All  was  calm  and 
peaceful. 

Soon  the  wind  began  to  blow.  It  blew  harder,  then  even  harder.  Clouds  covered  the  moon 
and  the  stars.  The  night  became  very  black.  Waves  splashed  against  the  boat.  They  grew 
higher  and  higher.  The  boat  tossed  up  and  down  with  the  waves. 

Splash!  Splash!  Splash!  went  the  waves.  Whooooooo!  howled  the  wind.  Waves  swept  over 
the  side  of  the  boat.  Rain  beat  down. 

The  men  rowed  as  hard  as  they  could  toward  land.  But  the  wind  held  them  back.  These 
men  had  been  on  the  lake  in  a  storm  many  times,  but  they  had  never  seen  such  a  bad  one. 
They  were  frightened!  Waves  came  faster  and  faster  into  the  boat.  They  knew  the  water  would 
soon  fill  the  boat,  and  it  would  sink. 
Jesus  was  still  fast  asleep.  Even  the  noisy  wind  and  waves  hadn't  awakened  Him. 

"Jesus!  Jesus!"  cried  His  frightened  friends.  Our  boat  is  filling  with  water.  We  can't  row  to 
land." 

Jesus  stood  up  quickly.  He  saw  the  frightened  faces  of  His  friends.  He  looked  at  the  waves 
rising  higher  and  higher.  Then  Jesus  stretched  out  His  arm  and  said,  "Peace!  Be  still." 

At  once  the  wind  stopped  blowing.  The  waves  dropped.  The  lake  became  smooth  and 
quiet.  The  boat  stopped  tossing.  The  moon  and  stars  came  out.  The  clouds  were  gone.  The 
storm  was  over! 

"How  strong  God's  Son,  Jesus,  is!"  whispered  His  friends.  "Why,  even  the  wind  and  the 
waves  obey  Him!" 

— Based  on  Mark  4:35-41 


Story  Sentences 

Here  are  five  sentences  about  the  story. 
The  wind  blew  and  mixed  them  up.  Can  you 
number  them  so  that  they  are  in  correct 
order? 


Jesus  went  to  sleep. 


Jesus  and  His  friends 
got  into  a  boat. 

Jesus  spoke  to  the 
storm  and  it  stopped. 

The  men  were  frightened. 

A  terrible  storm  arose. 


A  Bible  Verse 

The  wind  also  scattered  the  words  of  this 
Bible  verse  (Isaiah  12:2a).  Use  a  red  crayon 
to  connect  the  words  in  the  right  order. 

God 


Start 

Surely 


trust 


salvation; 


and 


not 


afraid. 
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The  WORD  is  getting  around! 

We  are  thankful  for  the  ministry  of 
the  many  denominations  concerned 
for  the  millions  in  the  world  who  have 
never  heard  the  Gospel  message. 
God  is  using  His  Church  in  a  mighty 
way,  as  was  His  intent  from  the  very 
beginning.  And  we  are  especially 
thankful  for  the  part  the  Brethren 
play  in  the  great  missionary  effort  of 
the  Christian  Church. 

At  the  present  time  the  Brethren 
are  involved  in  the  missionary  activ- 
ity of  eight  nations:  The  United 
States,  Mexico,  Colombia,  Argen- 
tina, Paraguay,  Nigeria,  India,  and  Malaysia.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
we  will,  in  the  near  future,  see  the  Brethren  in  France  and  Bolivia. 

Yes,  "We're  getting  the  WORD  around."  Brethren  Missions!  Your  mission- 
ary concern.  Thank  you  for  your  personnel  and 
prayer  involvement,  and  for  providing  the  finances 
to  carry  on. 


We're 

Getting 

The  WORD 

Around!    Brethren  Missions 


Please  give  sacrificially 
to  help  supply  the  need. 

Give  through  your  local  church, 
or  send  your  gift  to: 
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MISSIONARY  BOARD 

OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

530  COLLEGE  AVE. 

ASHLAND,  OHIO  44805 
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winter 

is  past ... 
The  flowers  appear 

on  the  earth; 
The  time  of  the 

singing  of  birds 

is  come  .... 

Song  of  Solomon  2:11-12 


Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Building  Our  Vision 


PEOPLE  talk  a  lot  about  culture 
shock.  Having  recently  come 
back  to  the  U.S.  after  living  for 
three  years  in  Peru,  South  America, 
maybe  I'm  going  through  it.  It  seems 
there  are  more  fast-food  restaurants, 
more  apartments  that  won't  take 
children,  more  raunchy  TV  shows, 
and  even  more  guys  wearing  ear- 
rings than  when  I  left. 

Something  positive  happening 

But  not  all  the  changes  have  been 
for  the  worse.  In  fact,  I  (and  people 
who  are  more  informed)  see  some- 
thing positive,  very  positive,  hap- 
pening across  our  nation.  It's  the 
spiraling  interest  in  missions  among 
college  students. 

In  February,  my  wife  and  I 
traveled  to  Lakeland,  Fla.,  for  some- 
thing called  the  "GAP  87"  confer- 
ence. GAP  stood  for  Global  Aware- 
ness Project,  and  the  event,  spon- 
sored by  InterVarsity  Christian  Fel- 
lowship, brought  together  Christian 
students  from  colleges  and  univer- 
sities all  across  the  state. 

They  heard  challenging  talks  from 
the  likes  of  author  David  Bryant  (In 
the  Gap,  Concerts  of  Prayer),  who 
exhorted,  "Wrap  your  life  around 
Christ  and  His  global  cause." 

A  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators 
speaker  got  the  entire  group  to 
memorize  and  repeat  this  key  text 
for  Christian  service,  and  to  make  it 
their  foundation: 

And  he  died  for  all,  that  those  who 
live  should  no  longer  live  for  them- 
selves but  for  him  who  died  for  them 
and  was  raised  again"  (II  Cor.  5:15, 
NIV). 


All  watched  —  as  if  transfixed  — 
a  creative,  funny,  yet  powerful  mis- 
sions-oriented film,  "The  Wait  of  the 
World"  (new  from  Gospel  Films).  Af- 
terwards, a  Filipino  student  de- 
clared that  God  had  used  this  film  to 
tell  him  to  return  to  his  homeland 
after  graduation  in  order  to  share 
Christ  with  his  friends  and  family. 

Perhaps  "GAP  87"  wasn't  all  that 
significant.  What  is  important, 
though,  is  that  it  joins  many  other 
student  conferences  like  it. 

Bryant  said  that  1,200  Christian 
students  gathered  not  long  ago  at 
my  alma  mater,  Ball  State  Univer- 
sity, for  "Mandate  86."  (The  school 
was  lucky  to  get  that  many  people 
for  its  popular,  annual  Bikeathon, 
which  bloodthirsty  spectators  at- 
tended hoping  for  wrecks!) 

A  similar  global  awareness  confer- 
ence in  Seattle  attracted  800  area 
Christian  students.  And  there  have 
been  other  such  conferences. 

Up  to  400  people  attend  a  regular 
World  Christian  prayer  group  at 
Purdue  (Ind.)  University;  and  a  siza- 
ble number  of  globally-aware  stu- 
dents hold  prayer  meetings  for  world 
missions  at  Wheaton  (111.)  College. 
The  list  goes  on. 

Today's  college  students  are  sup- 
posed to  be  interested  only  in  good 
resumes,  making  money,  and  the  big 
ME.  God,  obviously,  is  doing  some- 
thing among  them  worth  watching. 

A  global  revival 

Missions  strategist  Ralph  Winter 
detects  evidence  of  a  global  revival, 
and  says  we  should  be  on  the  look- 
out for  two  things  in  relation  to  the 


growing  missions  outreach. 

One  is  "closure"  —  statements  or 
meetings  dealing  with  the  comple- 
tion of  the  "unfinished  task,"  the 
Great  Commission,  in  which  every 
last  people  group  on  earth  hears 
about  Christ. 

Second,  we  should  be  aware  of 
groups  and  events  focusing  on 
"countdown."  That  is,  groups  that 
set  the  year  2000  or  some  other  date 
as  the  goal  by  which  this  "closure" 
can  take  place.  (For  example,  sev- 
eral of  the  largest  Christian  short- 
wave radio  stations  are  strategizing 
how  they  can  broadcast  the  gospel  to 
the  final  unreached  people  groups  by 
the  year  2000.) 

We  live  in  exciting  days.  And  not 
just  college  students  can  participate 
in  getting  the  "Task"  done.  Every 
one  of  us  can  have  a  part. 

We  can  attend  conferences  or  cam- 
paigns, which  stimulate  our  minds 
and  provide  us  with  information. 
But  we  can  go  even  further.  As 
David  Bryant  suggests,  the  real 
need  is  to  integrate  a  Christian 
world  vision  into  our  lifestyles.  If  we 
do  this,  actions  will  follow. 

Only  15  minutes  per  day 

We  can  start  building  this  vision, 
he  suggests,  by  spending  only  15 
minutes  per  day:  Five  minutes 
studying  Scriptures  having  to  do 
with  God's  global  plan;  four  minutes 
reading  a  missions-oriented  book  or 
literature;  three  minutes  in  prayer 
—  interceding  for  peoples  who  don't 
know  Christ;  two  minutes  sharing 
with  a  friend  your  global  vision;  and 
finally,  one  minute  of  silence  before 
God. 

This  adds  up  to  91  hours  in  a  year. 
If  100  people  in  your  church  do  it, 
that's  9,100  hours  of  vision-building. 

Can  2.5  billion  people  be  reached? 
"Absolutely,"  Bryant  says.  "The 
problem  is  mobilization." 

As  "Gap  87"  drew  to  an  end,  the 
students  filled  out  decision  cards 
containing  options  we  also  would  do 
well  to  consider;  praying  daily  for 
unreached  peoples,  befriending  an 
international  student,  financially 
supporting  a  missionary,  reading 
books  about  missions,  etc. 

They  spent  about  half  an  hour 
examining  and  choosing  their  op- 
tions. I  got  the  impression  they 
meant  business.  One  of  the  guys,  by 
the  way,  wore  an  earring.  [t] 
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The  First  Easter  Message 

By  Rev.  William  H.  Anderson 


ON  EASTER  SUNDAY,  pastors 
all  over  our  land  will  deliver 
their  annual  Easter  messages  to 
eager,  waiting  congregations.  For 
the  most  part,  these  sermons  will 
contain  nothing  unusual  or  star- 
tling, for  we  have  grown  accustomed 
to  the  message  of  the  resurrection  of 
our  Lord. 

But  harken  back  with  me  to  the 
very  first  Easter  sermon,  delivered 
over  1,900  years  ago.  It  was  most 
unusual  for  a  number  of  reasons. 

First,  it  was  unusual  because  of 
the  PREACHER.  He  was  not  a 
member  of  the  ordained  clergy 
garbed  in  a  dark  suit,  but  a  shining 
messenger  from  heaven  whose  "ap- 
pearance was  like  lightning,  and  his 

Rev.  Anderson  is  pastor  of  the  North- 
gate  Community  Brethren  Church  of 
Maneca,  California. 


clothes  were  white  as  snow"  (Matt. 
28:3). 

Secondly,  that  first  Easter  mes- 
sage was  unique  because  of  its 
BREVITY.  Just  66  words,  according 
to  Matthew's  account,  requiring  less 
than  20  seconds  to  deliver. 

Then  it  was  unusual  because  of 
the  PULPIT  from  which  it  was  pre- 
sented. The  heavenly  messenger  sat 
upon  a  rock-hewn  sepulchre  to  de- 
liver his  sermon. 

The  CONGREGATION,  also, 
made  the  occasion  unusual.  Only  a 
few  frightened  and  perplexed  women 
huddled  together  to  hear  the  angel's 
words. 

Finally,  the  message  was  unusual 
because  of  its  CONTENT: 

Do  not  be  afraid,  for  I  know  that 
you  are  looking  for  Jesus,  who  was 
crucified.  He  is  not  here;  he  has 
risen,  just  as  he  said.  Come  and  see 


the  place  where  he  lay.  Then  go 
quickly  and  tell  his  disciples:  "He 
has  risen  from  the  dead  and  is  going 
ahead  of  you  into  Galilee.  There  you 
will  see  him."  Now  I  have  told  you. 
Matt.  28:5-7* 

This  was  the  first  Easter  message! 
Let  us  look  more  closely  at  these 
words. 

The  Angel's  Declaration 

"He  is  not  here;  he  has  risen,  just 
as  he  said.  .  .  ."  This  brief  but  vital 
message  is  the  heart  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith.  Paul,  in  I  Corinthians  15, 
lists  some  of  the  reasons  why  the 
truth  of  the  resurrection  is  essential 
to  our  faith.  He  wrote: 
"If  Christ  has  not  been  raised  .  .  ." 

Our  preaching  is  useless. 

Our  faith  is  in  vain. 

We  are  witnesses  to  a  falsehood. 

We  are  still  in  our  sins. 

Our  Christian  loved  ones  who 

have  died  are  lost! 
But  Christ  has  been  raised!  "He  has 
risen,  just  as  he  said." 

The  women  who  came  to  the  tomb 
early  that  morning  were  thrilled  by 
the  angel's  words.  They  had  come 
expecting  to  see  a  corpse.  Instead, 
their  fear  and  despair  turned  into 
joy,  and  their  grief  became  gladness. 
And  why  not,  for  their  Savior,  Lord, 
and  Friend  was  not  dead,  but  very 
much  ALIVE! 

Those  early  witnesses  had  not  ex- 
pected to  hear  that  Christ  was  alive. 
They  should  have,  for  He  had  told 
them  on  numerous  occasions  that  He 
would  die  and  then  rise  again  (Jn. 
2:18-22;  10:17-18;  Matt.  16:21).  They 
did  not  understand,  however,  be- 
cause their  eyes  were  blinded. 

The  two  disciples  on  the  road  to 
Emmaus,  following  the  crucifixion, 
expressed  the  mental  and  heart  at- 
titude of  all,  when  they  said  wist- 
fully, ".  .  .  but  we  had  hoped  that  he 
was  the  one  who  was  going  to  re- 
deem Israel"  (Luke  24:21).  They 
"had  hoped"  —  but  then  the  events 
of  Calvary  took  place,  and  their 
hopes  were  dashed  to  pieces. 

G.  Campbell  Morgan  tells  us 
something  of  the  mentality  of  those 
early  followers  of  Christ  following 
the  crucifixion: 

We  know  that  they  still  loved 
Him.  They  had  not  lost  their  love 
for  Him.  We  know  they  still  be- 

*Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  from  the 
New  International  Version. 
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lieved  in  Him  personally.  They 
loved  Him,  they  believed  in  Him. 
Faith  was  still  there;  love  was 
still  there.  What  was  lacking? 
Hope.  They  had  lost  all  hope. 
They  were  looking  for  the  King- 
dom. They  had  become  His  disci- 
ples. They  had  expected  that  He 
would  realize  all  their  dreams.  .  .  . 
It  was  all  over.  He  was  dead! 

Can  you  imagine,  therefore,  the  joy 
and  thrill  these  women  experienced 
at  the  angel's  message:  "He  is  not 
here;  he  has  risen,  just  as  he  said"? 

The  Angel's  Invitation 

"Come  and  see  the  place  where  he 
lay.  .  .  ."  Why  this?  Who  wants  to 
look  at  an  old,  musty,  spooky  tomb? 
It  was  necessary  because  Christ's 
disciples  had  to  be  convinced  that 
their  Lord  was  really  alive!  And  so 
do  we  today.  God  wants  to  repeat 
this  same  invitation  to  all  who  are 
doubtful:  "Come  and  be  convinced 
that  Christ  truly  was  raised  from 
the  dead  and  is  alive  forevermore. 
Come  and  take  a  look  at  the  evi- 
dence." 

LOOK  AT  THE  EMPTY  TOMB!  It 
stands  as  mute  but  irrefutable  evi- 
dence that  Christ  was  no  longer  in 
the  grave.  The  skeptic  might  say, 
"The  disciples  took  away  His  body." 
But  remember,  the  tomb  was  care- 
fully sealed  and  closely  guarded  by 
the  soldiers.  Pilate's  command  was, 
"Take  a  guard.  Go,  make  the  tomb 
as  secure  as  you  know  how."  Then 
we  read:  "So  they  went  and  made 
the  tomb  secure  by  putting  a  seal  on 
the  stone  and  posting  the  guard" 
(Matt.  27:  65-66). 

Thank  God  for  this  unbelieving 
Roman  ruler's  precautions!  Little 
did  Pilate  realize  that  he  provided 
for  us  the  strongest  possible  proof  of 
Christ's  resurrection!  He  sealed  the 
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tomb  and  set  a  watch  over  it  to  as- 
sure that  the  zealous  but  misguided 
disciples  could  not  steal  the  body  of 
their  Leader.  But  the  plan  backfired 
—  for  it  added  climactic  proof  that 
the  professed  Messiah  was  com- 
pletely dead  and  that  His  body  could 
have  gotten  out  of  the  tomb  only  by 
a  miracle! 

"If  today  you  and  I  truly 
believe  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  alive,  then  we  ought 
to  gladly  spread  abroad 
this  wonderful  story." 

A  missionary  was  preaching  in  a 
public  marketplace  in  a  village  in 
northern  India.  At  the  close  of  his 
message,  he  was  approached  by  a 
Moslem,  who  came  up  to  him  and 
said,  "You  must  admit  that  we  have 
one  thing  you  have  not,  and  it  is  bet- 
ter than  anything  you  have." 

The  missionary  asked  courteously, 
"And  what  is  that?" 

Replied  the  man,  "When  we  go  to 
Mecca,  we  at  least  find  a  coffin.  But 
when  you  Christians  go  to 
Jesusalem,  which  is  your  Mecca,  you 
find  nothing  but  an  empty  grave." 

The  missionary  smiled  and  said, 
"That  is  just  the  difference.  Moham- 
med is  dead  and  in  his  coffin.  And 
all  false  systems  of  religion  and 
philosophy  are  in  their  coffins.  But 
Christ  is  risen,  and  all  power  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  is  given  to 
Him.  He  is  alive  forevermore!" 

EXAMINE  THE  EMPTY  GRAVE 
CLOTHES  (Jn.  20:1-9).  When  Mary 
Magdalene  went  to  the  tomb  early 
that  Easter  morning,  she  discovered 
that  the  huge  stone  blocking  Jesus' 
tomb  was  rolled  away  from  the  door. 
She  feared  that  the  grave  had  been 
robbed!  So  she  ran  with  haste  to  tell 
Peter  and  John  what  had  happened. 

The  two  men  raced  to  the  sepul- 
chre, with  John  reaching  it  first.  He 
stopped  and  "peeped"  (meaning  of 
the  Greek  in  v.  5)  inside,  and  saw 
only  empty  grave  cloths  —  that  is, 
the  strips  of  linen  flattened  out 
without  a  body.  When  Peter  arrived, 
he  entered  the  tomb  and  examined 
more  carefully  (Greek  meaning  of 
"saw"  in  v.  6)  "the  burial  cloth  that 
had  been  around  Jesus'  head.  The 
cloth  was  folded  up  by  itself,  sepa- 
rate from  the  linen."  The  napkin 
was  still  in  the  folds  that  had  been 


wound  about  the  head  of  Jesus  for 
His  burial. 

Now  John  entered  the  tomb  and 
looked  again.  This  time  he  "saw  and 
believed."  This  time,  as  the  Greek 
signifies,  John  not  only  had  sight 
but  insight.  He  now  understood  the 
significance  of  the  empty  grave 
clothes.  No  one  from  without  had 
disturbed  the  contents  of  the  tomb. 
His  Lord  had  ARISEN  —  He  was 
ALIVE! 

Finally,  to  be  convinced  of  Christ's 
resurrection,  STUDY  THE  TES- 
TIMONY OF  THE  NUMEROUS 
WITNESSES.  There  were  the 
women  who  came  to  the  tomb  and 
met  and  conversed  with  Christ  fol- 
lowing His  resurrection  (Matt.  28:9); 
the  two  disciples  on  the  Emmaus 
Road  (Lk.  24:13);  the  eleven  apostles 
who  met  Jesus  on  the  Mount  (Matt. 
28:16);  James  and  Paul  (I  Cor.  15:7- 
8);  and  Christ's  post-resurrection  ap- 
pearances to  over  500  of  His  follow- 
ers at  one  time  (I  Cor.  15:6). 

One  might  suppose  that  several  of 
these  witnesses  could  have  had  delu- 
sions or  visions,  or  might  even  lie  to 
deceive  others.  But  surely  not  this 
great  number!  Remember,  Jewish 
law  demanded  only  two  or  three  wit- 
nesses to  establish  a  fact  (Deut. 
17:6).  Therefore,  the  evidence  here  is 
overwhelming.  All  any  honest  seeker 
need  do  is  accept  the  invitation  of  the 
angel:  "Come  and  see.  .  .  ." 

The  Angel's  Commission 

"Go  quickly  and  tell.  .  .  ."  The 
news  of  a  risen,  living  Savior  should 
send  us  forth  telling  others  the  glad 
news.  And  why  not?  Consider  what 
this  wonderful  news  did  for  the 
women  who  first  heard  it?  They 
were  filled  with  joy!  They  had  come 
to  the  tomb  as  mourners,  but  re- 
turned as  missionaries.  Having  been 
convinced  themselves,  they  were 
sent  to  convince  others.  If  today  you 
and  I  truly  believe  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  alive,  then  we  ought  to  gladly 
spread  abroad  this  wonderful  story! 

He  is  risen!  Let  us  tell  it 

Till  the  farthest  isles  have  heard, 
Till  the  tribes  in  worship  swell  it, 

And  adore  their  risen  Lord; 
Let  us  rest  not  till  the  nations 

Far  and  near  to  Him  belong; 
Till  in  Easter  exultations 

All  the  world  shall  join  our  song! 

—  E.  Margaret  Clarkson  — 


Remember  the  Days  of  Old 

Guidelines  for  setting  up  a  local  church  archives. 


By  John  Groby 


Remember  the  days  of  old,  con- 
sider the  years  of  many  generations. 
Deuteronomy  32:7 

THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  has 
an  important  history,  one  that 
is  well-worth  preserving.  Unfortu- 
nately, much  of  the  record  of  our  his- 
tory has  unintentionally  been  taken 
out  with  the  trash  and  destroyed. 
This  has  occurred  because  few 
Brethren  churches  protect  their  his- 
torical records  and  artifacts  in  a  con- 
gregational archives. 

In  order  to  halt  this  destruction  of 
important  historical  documents,  I 
encourage  each  congregation  in  The 
Brethren  Church  to  establish  a 
church  archives.  In  this  article,  I 
will  discuss  how  to  administer  such 
an  archives,  and  in  a  follow-up  arti- 
cle in  the  May  Evangelist  I  will  de- 
scribe how  to  collect,  arrange,  and 
store  church  records  and  artifacts, 
and  present  guidelines  for  writing  a 
finding  aid  for  the  church  archives. 

Let  illustrate  the  benefits  of  a  con- 
gregational archives  by  telling 
about  the  history  room  in  my  home 
church,  the  Hillcrest  Brethren 
Church  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  Hill- 
crest  Brethren  Archives  was  estab- 
lished in  March  1986.  It  presently 
contains  16  linear  feet  of  historical 
and  legal  documents,  25  rare  and 
antique  books,  numerous  photo- 
graphs, and  various  church  artifacts. 
These  materials,  representing 
nearly  100  years  of  Brethren  his- 
tory,   will    serve    as    an    excellent 

Mr.  Groby  is  a  member  of  the  Hillcrest 
Brethren  Church  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  which 
he  serves  as  Church  Historian  and  chair- 
man of  the  History  Committee.  He  is  a 
candidate  for  a  master's  degree  in  his- 
tory, with  a  specialization  in  museum 
and  archival  management,  from  Wright 
State  University.  He  currently  works 
with  autistic  teenagers  in  a  Dayton  group 
home. 


Mr.  Groby,  the  author  of  this  article,  displays  a  couple  of  items  from  the  archives  of 
the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church.  Archival  boxes  on  the  metal  shelves  behind  him  contain 
other  historical  materials  of  the  Hillcrest  congregation. 


source  of  information  for  our  church 
history  booklet,  to  be  prepared  for 
our  50th  anniversary  commemora- 
tion in  1989. 

To  encourage  interest  in  Brethren 
history,  theology,  and  polity,  our 
archives  were  used  in  a  six-week 
study  of  The  Brethren  Church.  We 
have  also  begun  an  oral  history  of 
The  Brethren  Church  in  Dayton 
spanning  the  past  80  years,  which 
will  be  included  in  the  archives.  In 
addition  to  its  purely  historical 
value,  the  Hillcrest  archives  func- 
tions as  a  generation  bridge,  linking 
the  dedication  and  tradition  of  our 
older  members  with  the  promise  and 
potential  of  our  newer  and  younger 
members. 

If  your  congregation  is  interested 
in  preserving  and  using  its  histori- 
cal records  and  artifacts,  here  are 
the  preliminary  steps  to  follow  in 
setting  up  a  church  archives. 


The  first  step  is  to  appoint  a 
church  historian  or  a  history  com- 
mittee that  will  organize  and  ad- 
minister the  archives.  Ideally  the 
candidates  for  this  committee  will 
represent  both  the  older  and 
younger  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion and  will  possess  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  organi- 
zation of  your  church. 

Before  the  historian  or  history 
committee  begins  to  collect  records, 
three  things  must  be  done:  a  budget 
needs  to  be  written,  an  archives 
room  must  be  selected,  and  a  policy 
manual  has  to  be  prepared. 

Write  a  budget 

The  archives,  like  all  church  pro- 
grams, must  have  a  budget.  The  ini- 
tial setup  costs  could  be  paid  with 
memorial  funds  given  to  honor  im- 
portant past  members  of  the  congre- 
gation. But  the  archives  should  have 
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a  permanent  minimum  budget  of  25 
to  50  dollars  per  year.  Setup  costs 
will  probably  range  from  50  to  300 
dollars.  Most  of  this  money  will  be 
spent  on  archival  containers,  mate- 
rials, and  shelves. 

Several  companies  sell  archival 
quality  boxes  and  folders,  but  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  popular  firms 
is  the  Hollinger  Corporation,  P.O. 
Box  6185,  Arlington,  VA  22206. 
This  company's  standard  box  holds 
one-fourth  linear  foot  of  records  (a 
five-inch  stack  of  paper)  and  sells  for 
$2.30  when  ten  or  fewer  boxes  are 
purchased  (order  no.  12510). 

"Unfortunately,  much  of  the 
record  of  our  history  has 
unintentionally  been  taken 
out  with  the  trash." 

Folders  sell  for  $22  per  hundred 
(order  no.  11140).  Hollinger  boxes 
and  folders  are  acid-free,  which  sig- 
nificantly increases  the  life  of  the 
paper,  and  are  well-worth  their  cost. 
(Order  forms  and  information  about 
price  incentives  for  bulk  orders  are 
available  from  the  company.) 

Another  expense  will  be  for 
shelves.  Only  baked  enamel  metal 
shelves  should  be  used.  Wooden 
shelves  or  filling  cabinets  will  even- 
tually damage  the  written  records 
contained  in  the  archives. 


The  total  cost  for  setup  supplies 
will  be  difficult  to  estimate  until  the 
volume  of  the  collection  is  esti- 
mated. The  setup  cost  for  Hillcrest 
was  approximately  $100  for  a  mod- 
est-sized collection. 

Find  a  suitable  room 

Next,  find  a  suitable  room  in 
which  to  house  the  collection.  It 
should  have  space  for  storage,  for  a 
small  reading  area  in  which  to  do  re- 
search, and  possibly  for  a  work/office 
area.  It  is  best  to  house  the  entire 
collection  in  one  central  location,  so 
allow  space  for  growth. 

If  the  church  library  has  space 
and  meets  minimal  environmental 
standards  —  receives  no  direct  sun- 
light, is  free  from  excessive  dirt  or 
dust,  and  has  relatively  constant 
humidity  and  temperature  levels  — 
then  it  is  a  logical  location.  Avoid 
the  extreme  environments  of  base- 
ment and  attic  rooms.  Few  churches 
have  an  ideal  room,  but  a  less  than 
perfect  room  can  be  made  suitable 
by  outfitting  it  with  an  air  con- 
ditioner, dehumidifer,  electric  fans, 
and  heavy  curtains,  as  needed. 

Prepare  a  policy  manual 

It  is  extremely  important  to  pre- 
pare a  policy  manual  before  acquir- 
ing records  and  artifacts.  This  man- 
ual will  spell  out  what  the  archives 
will  contain  and  how  the  collection 


Items  of  historical  significance  like  these  will  he  lost  or  destroyed  if  churches  do 
not  make  a  special  effort  to  preserve  them. 


will  be  used.  It  should  include  the 
following  sections: 

The  first  section  of  the  manual 
will  give  the  official  name  of  the  ar- 
chives and  its  location.  This  will  be 
followed  by  a  Statement  of  Purpose, 
which  will  set  forth  the  philosophy 
of  the  archives  and  spell  out  what  it 
intends  to  achieve  (that  is,  to  pre- 
serve Brethren  tradition,  safeguard 
church  records  and  artifacts,  etc.). 

The  policy  manual  spells  out 
what  the  archives  will  con- 
tain and  how  the  collection 
will  be  used. 

The  next  section  is  the  Scope  of  In- 
terest, which  limits  the  kinds  of  re- 
cords the  archives  will  collect.  In  the 
case  of  a  local  congregation,  the 
"Scope  of  Interest"  is  the  records  and 
artifacts  of  the  local  and  national 
church,  the  church's  pastors  and  lay 
people. 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
church  archives  are  listed  next.  This 
section  should  include  such  rules  as: 
(1)  no  one  may  use  pens  or  markers 
while  conducting  research;  (2)  no 
visitor  will  be  given  more  than  one 
box  of  records  at  a  time;  (3)  no  one 
may  remove  materials  from  the  ar- 
chives without  permission;  and  (4) 
each  first-time  visitor  should  have 
proof  of  identification  and  sign  a 
statement  that  he  or  she  has  read 
and  understands  the  rules.  (It 
should  be  noted  at  this  point  that  in 
accordance  with  federal  privacy  acts, 
administrative  records  are  closed  to 
the  public  for  25  years  and  person- 
nel records  for  60  years,  unless  the 
archivist  grants  permission  for  them 
to  be  used.) 

The  policy  manual  may  also  in- 
clude copies  of  forms,  preservation 
tips,  and  other  information.  Policy 
manuals  are  usually  written  in  an 
outline  format. 

We  have  now  looked  at  the  ad- 
ministrative steps  to  be  taken  in  set- 
ting up  church  archives.  In  Part  Two 
I  will  describe  how  to  collect,  ar- 
range, and  store  records  and  ar- 
tifacts, and  present  guidelines  for 
writing  a  finding  aid  for  the  church 
archives.  [f] 
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Footwashing: 

Living  the  Ordinance 


By  James  Miller 


WHILE  a  student  at  a  Presbyter- 
ian college  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania, I  was  walking  through  the 
library  when  a  fellow  pre-seminary 
student  stopped  me  as  I  passed  his 
desk.  "Hey,  Jim,"  he  said,  "you're 
Brethren,  aren't  you?" 

It  happened  that  I  was  the  only 
Brethren  student  on  campus  at  that 
time,  and,  as  far  as  I  knew,  one  of 
only  two  who  had  ever  attended  that 
college.  Cautiously  I  told  him  that  I 
was,  indeed,  Brethren. 

"Well,"  he  continued,  "I've  just 
been  studying  about  the  practice  of 
footwashing,  and  I  was  looking  up 
the  scriptures  that  were  listed  in 
support  of  this  being  an  ordinance, 
and,  you  know,  we  really  should  be 
washing  each  other's  feet." 

Can  you  imagine  that! 

I  was  reminded  of  that  incident 
the  other  day  when  I  came  across  an 
article  on  servanthood  that  used 
John  13  as  its  reference.  The  writer 
adequately  stressed  those  elements 
of  service  —  obedience,  humility, 
caring,  relinquishing  of  one's  rights 
—  that  the  washing  of  feet  pictures. 
But  in  his  introductory  paragraph 
he  made  a  comment  that  sent  me 
back  to  a  college  library  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  He  said,  "Perhaps 
you  have  heard  of  Christian  groups 
which  actually  practice  footwashing 
as  an  ordinance." 
Then,  with  a  lit- 
erary wave  of 
his  hand,  he  dis- 
missed this  prac- 
tice as  unnec- 
essary and  as 
not  what  Jesus 
intended. 


s.- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


In  the  past,  such  remarks  have 
made  me  indignant.  But  this  time 
the  conditions  were  right  to  take  my 
thoughts  in  another  direction. 

We  Brethren  do  believe  in  foot- 
washing as  an  ordinance  from  God. 
We  place  it  on  the  same  level  as  bap- 
tism, the  other  elements  of  Com- 
munion, and  anointing.  We  obe- 
diently practice  it  as  a  visible  sign  of 
the  lifestyle  to  which  we  are  called 
—  a  life  of  servanthood. 

"I  suppose  the  best  argument 
against  footwashing  is  that 
it  makes  so  little  differ- 
ence in  the  lives  of  some 
who  practice  it." 

At  least  twice  a  year,  as  we  kneel 
before  our  brother  or  sister  in  the 
Lord  and  perform  this  menial  task, 
we  proclaim  our  desire  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  Christ,  our 
highest  example  of  servanthood 
(Matt.  20:28).  In  the  washing  of  feet, 
we  give  visible  testimony  of  our 
commitment  to  be  obedient  to  our 
Lord  —  our  commitment  to  set  self 
aside,  to  give  up  our  rights  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  and  to  love  and 
care  for  those  who  surround  us  in 
the  body  of  Christ.  Just  as  the  Bread 
and  the  Cup  signify  our  forgiveness 
and  salvation  through 
the    work    of  Jesus,    so 
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footwashing    points    to 
sequent  life  as  servants. 

As  Brethren,  we  accept  all  of  this, 
don't  we?  Just  let  anyone  try  to  tell 
us  that  Jesus  didn't  mean  for  us  in 
the  20th  century  to  practice  foot- 
washing, and  our  red  flags  go  up. 
"Them's  fightin'  words  where  I  come 
from!"  we  say.  But  I  fear  that  some- 
how the  practice  itself  has  become 
more  important  to  us  than  the 
truths  to  which  it  points. 

As  I  considered  that  author's 
words,  it  struck  me  that  if  footwash- 
ing is  truly  an  ordinance  com- 
manded by  Jesus,  then  we  who  prac- 
tice it  should  reflect  to  a  greater  de- 
gree the  meaning  behind  it  —  ser- 
vanthood. If  it  wasn't  intended  to 
help  us  understand  servanthood  bet- 
ter and  to  enable  us  to  exhibit  more 
of  a  serving  heart,  then  Jesus 
wouldn't  have  commanded  it.  Foot- 
washing is  to  be  a  built-in  reminder 
of  the  character  of  a  Christian.  As 
we  wash  one  another's  feet,  we 
should  recommit  ourselves  to  the 
obedience,  humility,  love,  and  caring 
of  servanthood.  To  be  Brethren  is  to 
serve!  Or  it  should  be. 

In  his  book  Improving  Your  Serve, 
Charles  Swindoll  describes  the 
Corinthian  Christians  of  the  New 
Testament  period  in  this  way:  "Al- 
though born  again,  at  times  you 
would  have  sworn  they  weren't  even 
in  the  family  of  God.  For  example, 
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they  fought  with  one  another,  they 
criticized  Paul,  they  were  competi- 
tive in  the  church,  and  they  winked 
at  gross  immorality  in  their  midst." 
Substitute  the  words  "their  pas- 
tor" for  the  word  "Paul"  in  the  above 
quotation,  and  the  similarities  be- 
tween the  Corinthian  Christians 
and  some  Brethren  are  uncomforta- 
bly close.  Instead  of  exemplifying 
servanthood  to  our  fellow  Chris- 
tians, we  too  often  are  caught  wor- 
shiping at  the  altar  of  self.  What  I 
want    is    all    important.    Meet   my 


needs.  Do  what  I  say.  The  inevitable 
results  of  this  kind  of  attitude  are 
anger,  rage,  malice,  slander,  lying, 
division,  gossip  —  all  those  things 
that  Paul  says  in  Colossians  3:7-10 
that  we  are  to  avoid. 

This  kind  of  behavior  is  deplorable 
for  any  group  that  declares  itself  to 
be  a  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ.  But 
how  much  more  so  on  the  part  of 
those  who  publicly  proclaim  by  the 
act  of  footwashing  that  they  are  to 
be  servants!  I  suppose  the  best  argu- 
ment against  footwashing  is  that  it 


makes  so  little  difference  in  the  lives 
of  some  who  practice  it. 

But  it  can  make  a  difference!  If  we 
are  willing  to  allow  the  message  of 
footwashing  to  change  our  hearts  — 
to  push  us  to  obedience  and  to  the 
development  of  a  servant's  heart  — 
then  each  time  we  bow  to  wash 
another's  feet  we  will  be  brought 
back  into  line  with  the  standard  of 
Jesus,  who  said:  "The  Son  of  Man 
came  not  to  be  served,  but  to  serve." 
May  we  be  broken  and  become 
servants  indeed!  [t] 


A  Declaration 

by  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals 

In  the  following  declaration,  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  sets  forth  its  position  on  twelve  vital  issues  of  our 
times.  The  declaration  was  presented  at  the  45th  Annual  NAE 
Convention,  held  March  3-5  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  The  Breth- 
ren Church  is  a  member  denomination  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Evangelicals. 

In  1942,  God  used  some  dedicated  men  and  women 
to  found  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
(NAE).  Constituted  as  an  association  of  evangelical 
denominations,  churches,  organizations  and  individu- 
als, the  first  and  most  pressing  theological  commit- 
ment was  that  the  Bible  is  the  inspired,  the  only  in- 
fallible, authoritative  Word  of  God. 

Now  that  forty-five  years  have  passed  since  the 
founding  of  NAE,  it  is  appropriate  that  we  declare 
where  we  stand  in  our  constituency,  to  a  younger  gen- 
eration, and  to  the  world  at  large.  We  expect  this 
declaration  to  influence  our  concerns,  shape  our 
policies,  fashion  our  strategies  and  determine  short 
and  long-range  goals. 

At  the  45th  Annual  Convention,  therefore,  we 
renew  our  commitment  to  God  and  to  one  another  and 
declare  ourselves  as  follows: 

WE  STAND  ...  for  the  essentials  of  the  Christian 
faith  as  expressed  in  our  Statement  of  Faith  — 
against  the  denial  of  God's  Word  as  final  authority  in 
religion. 

WE  STAND  .  .  .  for  the  free  exercise  of  religion  — 
against  State  intervention  in  the  affairs,  governance 
and  hiring  practices  of  churches  and  Christian  or- 
ganizations. 

WE  STAND  ...  for  the  sanctity  of  human  life  — 
against  abortion,  infanticide,  euthanasia  and  the 
general  eradication  of  the  unique  God-given  dignity 
and  worth  of  all  human  beings. 

WE  STAND  .  .  .  for  pursuing  renewal  through 
commitment  to  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  infil- 
ling of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  power,  lives  of  sacrifice  and 
separation  from  the  sins  of  this  world  —  against  per- 
sonal and  structural  injustice,  whether  it  is  religious, 
political,  or  economic. 


WE  STAND  .  .  .  for  the  right  to  evangelize  freely 
among  all  peoples  —  against  any  effort  to  deny  indi- 
viduals the  right  to  adhere  to  and  propagate  the  faith 
of  their  choice. 

WE  STAND  ...  for  Christian  education  where  the 
biblical  world  and  life  view  is  central  —  against  edu- 
cation that  is  intolerant  of  the  Judeo-Christian  tradi- 
tion. 

WE  STAND  . . .  for  democracy  based  on  the  rights 
of  all  citizens  —  against  racism  and  anti-semitism 
anywhere,  anytime. 

WE  STAND  .  .  .  for  strengthening  marriage  re- 
lationships and  the  family  as  God's  basic  social  unit 
—  against  the  growing  practice  of  divorce,  premari- 
tal sex,  extra-marital  sex  and  domestic  abuse. 

WE  STAND  .  .  .  for  the  pursuit  of  a  pure  and  holy 
life  —  against  homosexual  and  lesbian  relationships, 
incest,  prostitution,  pornography  in  all  forms,  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse,  Satanism  and  materialism. 

WE  STAND  .  .  .  for  a  vigorous  prophetic  witness 
by  the  Church  to  the  State  on  clearly  moral  issues  — 
against  politicizing  the  Church  or  encouraging  the 
Church  to  speak  beyond  its  area  of  competence. 

WE  STAND  .  .  .  for  a  generous  response  to  the 
needs  of  the  oppressed,  poor  and  hungry  as  acts  of 
Christian  compassion  —  against  any  liberation 
theology  that  advocates  violent  revolution  and 
ideological  subversion  of  the  Bible  and  basic  Chris- 
tian doctrines  to  Marxist  dictates. 

WE  STAND  . .  .  for  the  support  of  religious  liberty 
around  the  globe,  the  legitimacy  of  all  nations  to  pro- 
vide for  national  security  and  the  non-violent  resolu- 
tion of  international  conflict  —  against  those  voices 
on  both  the  left  and  the  right  that  would  make 
churches  and  church  organizations  instruments  of 
political  activism  with  a  primary  commitment  to  a 
political  ideology. 

Having  so  declared,  we  now  give  ourselves  to 
the  fulfillment  of  this  declaration  to  the  glory  of  God 
the  Father.  We  do  so  convinced  of  His  help,  guided 
by  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  empowered  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

"Now  may  the  God  of  peace  Himself  sanctify  you 
completely;  and  may  your  whole  spirit,  soul  and  body 
be  preserved  blameless  at  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ"  (I  Thes.  5:23). 
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Refugees 


Fremont  Brethren  Church  Sponsors  Refugees 


The  Fremont,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church 
is  presently  sponsoring  two  refugees 
from  Vietnam.  In  the  following  article, 
Rev.  Harold  Walton,  pastor  of  the  Fre- 
mont congregation,  introduces  us  to 
these  two  refugees. 

ON  December  3,  1986,  Long 
Dihn  (age  33)  and  his  son, 
Thach  (8),  our  refugees  from  Viet- 
nam, arrived  at  the  Toledo  airport. 
They  are  from  Saigon,  the  former 
capital  of  South  Vietnam. 

Long  had  served  in  the  South 
Vietnamese  navy,  attaining  the 
rank  of  sergeant,  and  frequently 
worked  with  the  U.S.  military. 
When  the  communists  took  over 
South  Vietnam,  he  was  not  allowed 
to  get  a  job  or  open  a  business. 
Since  he  had  formerly  worked  as  a 
boat  mechanic,  he  tried  to  find 
boats  that  he  could  repair  in  order 
to  support  his  family.  His  wife,  Sac 
Le  Thi  (31),  was  a  high  school 
French  teacher. 

Long  tried  many  times  to  escape 
the  oppression  of  the  Vietnamese 
government,  but  was  never  able  to 
get  away.  Twice  he  was  thrown 
into  jail,  where  he  stayed  for  19 
months.  Once  his  son,  Thach,  spent 
seven  months  in  jail  with  him. 
While  in  prison,  their  diet  con- 
sisted of  flour  and  salt. 

Finally,  on  October  27,  1985, 
Long  and  Thach  escaped  in  a  small 
boat  down  the  river.  Later  they 
crowded  onto  a  larger  boat  (about 
30  feet  long)  with  53  others,  and 
the  boat  took  them  to  Malaysia. 
They  were  stopped  by  the  com- 
munists on  the  way,  but  were  per- 
mitted to  go  on  when  they  gave 
them  all  their  valuables. 

Long's  wife  stayed  in  Saigon,  be- 
cause the  communists  would  take 
their  house  if  they  all  tried  to  es- 
cape together.  Following  Long  and 
Thach's  escape,  however,  Sac's 
teaching  job  was  taken  from  her 
and  she  was  forced  to  return  to  her 


Long  Dihn  and  son,  Thach. 

parents,  since  she  had  no  means  of 
support.  Long  and  Thach  hope  that 
Sac   can    soon  join   them   in   the 


United  States,  but  this  is  a  difficult 
process. 

Long  and  Thach  spent  six 
months  in  Malaysia  at  the  Pulan 
Bidong  Island  refugee  camp.  Then 
they  went  to  the  Batan  refugee 
camp  in  the  Philippines.  There 
they  studied  English  during  their 
six-month  stay. 

Since  arriving  in  Fremont, 
Thach  has  begun  attending  third 
grade  in  Hayes  School,  where  he 
has  a  Christian  teacher.  Long  will 
continue  his  study  of  English  and 
also  begin  looking  for  a  job  in  the 
near  future.  He  hopes  that  some 
day  he  can  get  a  job  as  a  boat 
mechanic. 

Long  is  very  grateful  to  the 
church  for  sponsoring  him  and  for 
taking  care  of  his  and  his  son's 
needs.  [t] 


A  Refugee's  Own  Story 

The  Fremont  Church  is  also  helping  another  refugee,  Phaud  Thapa  from  Nepal. 
Phaud  is  presently  studying  computers  at  Terra  Technical  College.  The  following  is 
Phaud's  account  of  his  country  and  his  Christian  experience. 


N1 


'EPAL  is  one  of  the  world's  least-developed  coun- 
tries. It  is  located  between  two  large  nations  — 
China  and  India.  It  is  a  sovereign,  independent 
Hindu  kingdom  situated  on  the  southern  slopes  of 
the  Himalayas,  with  a  population  of  18  million,  in- 
cluding 30  major  ethnic  groups  speaking  50  different 
languages. 

I  came  from  one  of  the  minority  ethnic  groups  of 
the  central,  hilly  region  of  Nepal,  where  there  are 
still  no  facilities  for  transportation,  electricity,  and 
drinking  water.  The  village  environment  is  gener- 
ally polluted  by  children's  excretion.  Diseases  such 
as  gastrointestinal  disorders,  worms,  and  parasites 
are  transmitted  by  direct  contact  with  human  feces. 
Because  of  the  lack  of  iodine  in  the  diet,  goiter  is  another  serious  problem. 
Women  have  to  spend  as  much  as  three  hours  each  day  just  to  get  a 
minimum  amount  of  water  to  sustain  life.  Forty  percent  of  the  population 
lives  below  the  poverty  level.  Every  winter  millions  of  people  migrate  to 
the  terai  (plains)  to  sustain  their  life  from  the  severe  cold  of  the  Himalaya 
Mountains.  Fifty  percent  of  the  children  under  five  years  of  age  will  die 
from  measles,  cholera,  or  malnutrition.  Life  expectancy  is  48  years  for 
males  and  45  years  for  females.  (continued  on  page  11) 
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Disaster  Victims 

Disaster  Response  Channels 


By  Timothy  Garner 
World  Relief  Board  Member 

IN  PSALM  121,  the  psalmist 
asks,  "From  whence  cometh  my 
help?"  Even  before  he  asks  this 
question,  the  psalmist  knows  the 
answer,  for  he  states  in  verse  2, 
"My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord, 
which  made  heaven  and  earth." 

Notice  in  this  eight-verse  psalm 
the  words  of  assurance.  In  the  King 
James  Version,  the  word  "keepeth" 
or  "keeper"  is  used  three  times,  as 
is  the  word  "preserve." 

This  psalm  conveys  one  of  the 
great  blessings  of  the  life  of  faith 
—  the  fact  that  God  our  Maker  is 
our  Caretaker.  In  times  charac- 
terized by  temporariness  and 
transition,  it  is  good  to  know  that 
God  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps  (v. 
4).  It  is  a  wonderful  assurance  to 
know,  as  Paul  wrote,  that  nothing 
"shall  be  able  to  Separate  us  from 
the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord"  (Rom.  8:39). 

Let  us  never  take  lightly  or  for 
granted  the  Source  of  our  help.  God 
is  our  very  present  help  in  times  of 
trouble.  Trust  that.  Expect  that. 
Know  that.  Live  that. 

While  I  am  confident  of  the 
Lord's  help  in  all  circumstances,  I 
am  always  intrigued  by  the  "who" 
and  "how"  of  His  help.  Who  will  be 
the  instrument  God  uses  to  bring 
help?  How  will  the  help  come? 

The  truth  is,  God  often  supplies 
His  help  through  human  channels. 
He  provides  His  help  through 
people  who  are  available  to  Him.  If 
we  make  ourselves  available,  we 
become  the  feet  by  which  He  goes 
about  doing  good,  the  hands  with 
which  He  blesses  others. 

Are  you  available?  James  states 
it  concisely,  "Faith  without  works 
is  DEAD."  Such  dead  faith  is  un- 
productive, useless.  Those  who 
have  taken  a  voluntary  lay-off 
from  kingdom  work  are  not  enti- 


response: 
Erie,  Pa.,  tornado. 


tied  to  any  bene- 
fits! Our  works 
are  to  be  an  out- 
growth of  the 
help  the  Lord 
has  given  us. 
Our  deeds  are 
thank  offerings 
to  the  Lord. 

A  young  man 
was  walking 
down  the  beach 
throwing  starfish 
into  the  ocean.  »Kw 
An  unusual  tide 
had  brought  the 
starfish  ashore. 
He  knew  that  a  starfish  doesn't  last 
long  out  of  water,  so  he  worked 
feverishly.  Another  man  walking 
along  the  beach  happened  upon  the 
young  man.  "Do  you  really  think 
you  can  make  a  difference?"  he 
asked.  Holding  up  one  starfish  be- 
fore throwing  it  into  the  ocean,  the 
young  man  replied,  "I  can  make  a 
difference  for  this  one!" 

As  we  look  at  our  world,  we  can 
be  overwhelmed  by  the  mass  star- 
vation or  by  the  millions  of  dollars 
in  damage  done  by  a  natural  disas- 
ter. We  can  sit  back,  mentally  turn 
the  channel,  and  hope  the  situation 
improves.  Or  we  can  be  Christ's 
hands,  feet,  and  eyes.  We  can  pro- 
vide God's  help  to  multitudes  who 
are  crying,  "From  whence  cometh 
my  help?"  We  can't  reach  them  all, 
but  we  can  reach  one  or  two  or  ten. 
But  to  do  so,  we  must  be  available 
to  God. 

My  purpose  in  this  article  is 
twofold.  First,  I  want  to  encourage 
Brethren  to  see  new  avenues  of 
service  for  our  Lord  —  to  be  crea- 
tive, progressive.  Second,  I  want  to 
identify  a  specific  channel  through 
which  you  can  supply  God's  help. 

Every  year  people  lose  their 
homes  to  hurricanes,  tornadoes, 
floods,  etc.  They  need  people  to  be 


Volunteers  pick  up  debris  following  an 

Photo  by  Bill  Chappell. 

their  saviors.  They  need  to  know 
that  God  cares.  Are  you  available 
to  show  that  care? 

Through  the  World  Relief  Board 
I  am  attempting  to  set  up  a  re- 
sponse network  within  The  Breth- 
ren Church.  We  are  working  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  be- 
cause they  have  an  established,  ef- 
fective program.  While  funds  can 
always  be  used,  the  crucial  need  is 
for  people-power  —  people  who  are 
willing  to  cleanup,  repair,  and  re- 
build. I  wish  each  of  you  could  at- 
tend the  annual  workshop  and 
hear  the  first-hand  reports  of  the 
blessing  others  have  received  by 
serving  the  Lord  in  this  way. 

Initially,  I  need  a  contact  person 
from  each  congregation.  Beyond 
that,  we  need  people  who  are  will- 
ing to  give  a  day  or  a  week  to  help. 
Skills  are  not  so  important  as  a 
willingness  to  be  used  of  God.  If 
you  are  interested  in  being  a  part 
of  this  response  team,  please  send 
me  a  postcard  or  letter.* 

God  is  our  help.  Available  people 
are  His  helpers  in  advancing  His 
kingdom.  Will  you  be  a  part  of  this 
challenging  ministry?  [t] 

*Send  your  card  or  letter  to  Rev.  Tim 
Garner,  St.  James  Brethren  Church, 
Rt.  68,  St.  James,  MD  21781. 


April  1987 


11 


Brethren  World  Relief  Is  Helping 


Around  i 


Drought,  Insects  Destroy 
Crops  in  Africa  Again 

Drought  and  insect  infestation  have 
destroyed  crops  for  five  years  consecu- 
tively throughout  Mali.  But  long-term 
World  Relief  ministries  are  saving 
lives  of  hungry  West  Africans. 

For  example,  75  nomadic  families 
in  Mali  recently  dug  wells  and  planted 
gardens  to  grow  vegetables  year-round 
with  World  Relief  seeds  and  equip- 
ment. They  also  planted  5,000  trees 
to  help  stop  the  continuing  march  of 
the  encroaching  Sahara  Desert. 

World  Relief  gave  these  famine  vic- 
tims four  tons  of  grain  each  month  in 
exchange  for  their  labor. 

These  programs  not  only  help  Afri- 
cans live  productive  lives,  but  they 
also  touch  needy  people  spiritually, 
says  Moise  Napon,  World  Reliefs 
deputy  director  in  Africa. 

"I  always  refer  to  what  our  Lord 
Himself  said  when  He  was  asked  about 
His  ministry,"  Napon  writes.  "He 
didn't  argue.  He  listed  facts:  'The  blind 
see,  the  lame  walk  .  .  .  and  the  King- 
dom of  God  is  preached  to  the  poor.' 

"Today  we  can  do  the  same  .  .  . ,  " 
Napon  adds.  "The  hungry  people  have 
some  food  to  eat,  poor  farmers  have 
tools,  seeds,  and  water  .  .  .  The  king- 
dom of  God  is  preached  in  words  and 
deeds         " 

From  TOUCHING,  World  Relief 
Corporation  monthly  newsletter. 


Christians  Send  Clothes 
To  El  Salvador 

World  Relief  shipped  three  tons  of 
clothing  to  earthquake  survivors  and 
displaced  civil  war  victims  in  El  Sal- 
vador at  Christmastime.  The  two  ship- 
ments sent  by  air  from  Miami,  Fla., 
included  shoes,  T-shirts,  children's 
pajamas,  sheets,  and  diapers. 

Members  of  the  Coral  Ridge  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Florida  helped 
collect  the  items  from  various  com- 
munities. Local  churches  in  San  Sal- 
vador will  distribute  the  clothes  to 
needy  families.  Central  American  Mis- 
sion also  will  assist  in  the  effort. 

For  37  cents  a  pound,  World  Relief 
has  clothed  the  poor  on  your  behalf. 

From  TOUCHING,  WRC  newsletter. 


Rev.  Marlin  McCann,  president  of  the  World  Relief  Board  of  The  Brethren 
Church,  saw  drought  conditions  firsthand  when  he  visited  Mali  and  Burkina  Faso 
in  1986.  During  his  visit,  he  met  Pierre  Kojo,  a  World  Relief  project  director  in 
Mali  (helping  Rev.  McCann  hold  the  book),  and  four  pastors  from  the  Plains  region 
of  Mali. 


Answering  the  Prayers 
Of  African  Mothers 

Women  from  Dedougou,  Burkina 
Faso,  West  Africa,  work  in  the  fields 
together,  raising  crops  to  feed  their 
families.  But  to  bring  the  crops  home 
or  sell  the  surplus  in  the  town  market, 
the  women  must  carry  heavy  sacks  of 
vegetables  several  miles. 

So  one  group  of  women  bought  a 
donkey  and  cart  with  a  loan  from 
World  Relief.  Until  the  harvest,  the 
women  took  the  donkey  and  cart  into 
town  and  rented  them  out  as  a 
"taxi." 

The  women  earned  a  steady  income 
from  their  donkey  and  cart.  By  the 
harvest  season,  they  had  already  re- 
paid most  of  the  loan. 

Now,  during  this  year's  harvest, 
the  women  transport  their  crops  home 
and  the  extra  food  is  easily  hauled  to 
the  market.  The  women  then  rent  the 
donkey  cart  to  other  women  to  take 
trips  to  market. 

"It  makes  our  lives  a  little  easier 
and  it  also  gives  us  money  to  help 
our  families  when  women  outside  the 
group  rent  it,"  explains  Elizabeth  Kol- 
mogo,  one  African  involved  in  the  pro- 
gram. 

The  women  repaid  their  loan  in 


nine  months.  Now  they  own  the  don- 
key and  cart,  and  divide  the  profits 
equally.  From  the  income,  they  buy 
food  they  can't  grow,  household  items, 
and  clothes. 

The  program  has  improved  the 
health,  nutrition,  and  eating  habits  of 
Elizabeth,  her  husband  and  their  four 
children. 

Elizabeth  says  the  donkey  cart  also 
gives  the  women  more  time  to  provide 
for  their  families:  "It  helps  us  transport 
wood,  vegetables,  and  bricks.  It  also 
helps  us  with  our  tie-dyeing  (part  of 
making  clothes).  Before  the  donkey 
and  cart,  we  had  to  buy  the  dyes  for 
a  high  price  in  Ouagadougou.  Some 
trees  and  plants  (dye  sources)  grow 
several  miles  from  here,  but  it's  too 
far  for  us  to  walk  with  so  much  other 
work  to  do.  With  the  donkey  cart,  we 
can  ride  to  where  the  plants  are  and 
bring  back  a  big  load  in  just  a  short 
time.  Then,  we  share  it,"  she  adds. 

World  Relief  offers  donkeys  and 
carts  to  other  victims  of  poverty 
throughout  Burkina  Faso  to  help  them 
feed  their  families. 

—  Kim  Kyle 

Reprinted  from  WORLD  RELIEF 
Magazine,  a  publication  of  World  Relief 
Corporation  of  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals. 
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The  Brethren  Evangelist 


le  World 


The  Fight  to  Survive 

Here  in  this  tent  —  without  benefit 
of  a  breeze  —  the  blazing,  120-degree 
heat  has  transformed  this  space  into 
a  canvas  furnace.  I  want  to  ask  for  a 
special  favor  —  just  a  clean  glass  of 
water.  But  in  this  Afghan  refugee 
camp  in  the  deserts  of  northwestern 
Pakistan,  there  is  no  water  to  spare. 

My  selfishness  embarrasses  me  when 
I  look  across  the  tent  at  my  hostess, 
Zelehah.  I  wonder  how  many  days 
she's  gone  without  water  .  .  .  without 
food  .  .  .  without  hope. 

Since  1979,  Zelehah  has  been  too 
acquainted  with  pain  and  suffering. 
That's  when  Soviet  tanks  rolled 
through  her  village,  destroying  her 
home.  She  ran  for  her  life,  leading 
her  six  children  across  rugged  moun- 
tain terrain  to  safety  here  in  Pakistan. 
Seven  years  later,  she  still  does  not 
know  if  her  husband  is  alive. 

"He  went  to  defend  our  land," 
Zelehah  says  in  her  native  Urdu  lan- 
guage. She's  never  heard  from  him 
again.  "In  Afghanistan  ...  in  my 
house,  I  had  three  bedrooms  —  seven 
rooms  altogether,"  she  says  as  she 
sits  cross-legged  on  the  canvas  floor 
of  the  tent.  "Here,  12  people  stay  in 
this  tent." 

I  look  around  the  circle.  Eleven  spec- 
tators —  all  women  and  children  — 
have  jammed  into  the  tent  about  the 
size  of  my  compact  car,  eager  for  a 


chance  to  see  the  blonde-haired,  blue- 
eyed  American.  A  rare  sight. 

Noticing  I  was  staring  at  her  rela- 
tives, Zelehah  pointed  around  the  cir- 
cle: "All  of  them  have  stomach  prob- 
lems." I  was  viewing  these  children 
as  a  stranger,  simply  admiring  their 
large,  dark  eyes.  But  when  Zelehah 
looks  at  these  youngesters  —  her  own 
kin  —  she  no  longer  admires  their 
handsome  Afghan  features.  She  only 
sees  her  pain. 

"Their  ears  aren't  good.  That  one 
has  malaria,"  she  says,  pointing  her 
weather-worn  hand  toward  a  tiny  girl 
crouched  on  the  tent  floor.  Zelehah 
then  pounds  her  own  chest.  "Not  good." 
This  Afghan  mother  has  contracted 
tuberculosis. 

As  I  press  Zelehah  to  tell  me  about 
her  life  here,  she  does.  But  she's  em- 
barrassed. She  looks  down  at  the  dust- 
covered  canvas  floor  while  she  talks. 
For  breakfast,  her  children  drink  tea 
and  have  small  scraps  of  bread.  At 
noon,  they  may  have  a  potato.  Some- 
times they  have  no  supper. 

Noting  her  embarrassment,  I  change 
the  subject,  asking  her  if  she  thinks 
she  will  return  to  her  homeland.  Her 
eyes  meet  mine.  "I  pray  to  God  for 
that  day,"  she  says. 

With  that  thought,  Zelehah  launches 
into  a  tirade  against  her  homeland's 
invaders.  After  about  10  minutes,  she 
stops  —  looking  straight  at  me  with 
piercing,  dark  eyes.  She  must  have 


Refugee's  Story 

(continued  from  page  8) 
Women  die  earlier  because  they 
work  so  hard.  Then,  too,  there  is  no 
proper  care  during  pregnancy  and 
the  delivery  period  in  rural  Nepal. 
Nepal  is  a  land  where  Hinduism 
and  Buddhism  have  flourished 
together  for  centuries.  The  origi- 
nal inhabitants,  Kirantis,  were 
animists  before  they  converted  to 
Hinduism.  Buddists  in  Nepal  fol- 
low the  Nahayana  sect  of  Bud- 
dhism, in  contrast  to  Buddists  of 
most  other  countries  of  Southeast 
Asia,  who  follow  the  Himalayan 
sect.  According  to  the  constitution 
of  Nepal,  changing  religion  is  a  vi- 


olation of  law.  There  is  no  religious 
freedom,  as  in  the  USA. 

Thank  God,  who  through  the 
work  of  missionaries,  opened  my 
heart  and  eyes  to  see  the  true  God 
as  my  personal  Savior.  God  sent 
U.S.  missionaries  to  my  village, 
called  Amffipal,  and  they  started 
working  with  a  small  dispensary 
and  a  school,  where  I  got  my  pri- 
mary education  and  learned  God's 
word. 

It  was  very  challenging  being  a 
believer  in  Christ  in  such  a  back- 
ward community  in  a  traditional, 
rigid  Hindu  society.  But  God  has 
led  me  in  a  special  way  to  live  for 
Him  and  serve  His  people.  [t] 


seen  the  sweat  streaming  down  my 
face,  because  she  quickly  offers  me  a 
cup  of  tea.  As  I  looked  at  the  tea  set, 
covered  in  the  ever-present  dust  of 
the  desert,  I  know  if  there's  no  clean 
water  for  these  tiny  children  to  wash 
with  ...  to  drink,  I  can't  ask  to  rinse 
my  tea  cup.  I  look  at  Zelehah  and 
politely  decline  her  invitation.  I  know 
I  can  wait  for  refreshment  at  the 
missionary  compound. 

I  wonder  when  Zelehah's  strength 
will  be  revived.  Will  she  ever  find 
enough  wood  on  this  barren  land  to 
boil  water  for  her  children  to  drink? 
Will  she  ever  be  reunited  with  her 
husband  and  four  sons  who  have  since 
gone  off  to  fight? 

I  leave  Zelehah  and  the  12  people 
who  call  this  suffocating  tent  "home." 
More  than  3.5  million  Afghan  refugees 
live  as  she  does  — without  fuel,  without 
basic  comfort. 

For  now  Zelehah  can  only  cling  to 
hope  —  the  dream  that  one  day  she 
can  go  home. 

—  Marlene  Rapp 
Reprinted  from  WORLD  RELIEF 
Magazine,  a  WRC  publication. 


Where  World  Relief 
Of  NAE  Works 

World  Relief  brings  immediate  aid 
to  those  who  suffer.  But  WRC  is 
equally  committed  to  long-term  solu- 
tions. Instead  of  fostering  dependency, 
we  encourage  self-sufficiency  whenever 
possible.  We  teach  people  to  dig  their 
own  wells  and  cap  springs,  use  irriga- 
tion to  grow  food,  raise  animals  in 
cooperatives,  and  plant  trees  to  stop 
soil  erosion.  We  help  them  help  them- 
selves. WRC  works  to  make  people 
self-reliant. 

We  offer  hope  to  victims  of  disaster, 
war  and  poverty  in: 
Latin  America/Caribbean:  Hon- 
duras, El  Salvador,  Mexico,  Colombia, 
Haiti,  Bolivia,  Chile,  Guatemala, 
Dominican  Republic. 
Africa:  Senegal,  Burkina  Faso,  Mali, 
Ethiopia,  Sudan,  Angola,  Mozambique, 
Kenya,  Zaire,  Nigeria. 
Asia:  Hong  Kong,  Indonesia, 
Bangladesh,  Thailand,  India,  Philip- 
pines, Korea,  Papua  New  Guinea, 
Pakistan,  Afghanistan,  Sri  Lanka. 
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Advertisement 


By  Giving 


1986  —  A  BOUNTIFUL  YEAR  OF  GIVING  —  $58,558 

Listed  by  DISTRICTS  are  the  84  churches  that  sent  offerings  through  our  World  Relief  Board.  Several  other 
churches  sent  offerings  directly  to  WRC  or  to  some  other  relief  agency.  An  asterisk  (*)  indicates  an  increase  over  last 
year.  This  total  amount  includes  the  giving  from  individuals  and  Woman's  Missionary  Societies. 


FLORIDA 

INDIANA 

*Kissimmee 

$  10 

Ardmore 

*St.  Petersburg 

337 

*Brighton  Chapel 

Sarasota 

30 

*Bryan 

*Town  &  Country 

50 

Burlington 

$427 

Carmel 
♦College  Corner 

SOUTHEASTERN 

*Corinth 

Bethlehem 

$    307 

County  Line 

Hagerstown 

382 

*Denver 

*Liberty 

75 

Dutchtown 

Linwood 

191 

Elkhart 

*Mathias 

100 

Flora 

Maurertown 

1,075 

Goshen 

*Mt.  Olive 

648 

*  Huntington 

*Oak  Hill 

100 

*Jefferson 

St.  James 

2,532 

Meadow  Crest 

St.  Luke 

347 

*Milford 

$5,757 

*Muncie 
Nappanee 

PENNSYLVANIA 

New  Paris 

Berlin 

$    905 

North  Liberty 

Brush  Valley 

1,849 

*North  Manchester 

*Cameron 

184 

Peru 

Fairless  Hills-Levittown 

50 

*Roann 

Highland 

114 

Roanoke 

*  Johnstown  II 

100 

South  Bend 

Johnstown  III 

1,214 

*Wabash 

Main  Street-Meyersdale 

100 

*Warsaw 

*Masontown 

926 

Mt.  Olivet 

192 

Pittsburgh 

244 

CENTRAL 

Pleasant  View 

20 

Cerro  Gordo 

*Raystown 

57 

Lanark 

*Sarver 

211 

Milledgeville 

Sergeantsville 

300 

*Waterloo 

*Valley-Jones  Mills 

125 

Vinco 

620 

Wayne  Heights 

1,118 

572 

5,974 

1,821 

300 

48 

100 

198 

365 

70 

244 

114 

255 

583 

126 

1,567 

10 

572 

861 

1,036 

366 

1,032 

1,244 

170 

50 

388 

1,395 

77 

658 


OHIO 

Garber 
*Gratis 
*Gretna 
*Hillcrest-Dayton 

Louisville  First 
*New  Lebanon 
*North  Georgetown 

Park  Street 
*Pleasant  Hill 

Smithville 

Smoky  Row 

Trinity-C  anton 

West  Alexandria 
*Williamstown 


194 

762 

486 

350 

784 

1,818 

250 

2,166 

1,460 

789 

260 

20 

250 

520 


$20,196 

$      400 

688 

1,576 

4,072 

*$6,736 


$10,109 

MIDWEST 

*  Derby 
Mulvane 

$563 
147 

$710 

SOUTHWEST 

Northwest  Chapel 
Tucson 

$218 
220 

$438 

CALIFORNIA 

*Northgate 
Stockton 

$1,094 
350 

*$1,444 

Total  Church  Giving 
Individuals 

$54,146 
4,412 

$58,558 


$8,329 

$51,000  was  sent  to  the  World 

Relief  Corporation  of  the  National 

Association  of  Evangelicals. 


The  Brethren  Church  received  special  recognition  at  the  NAE  Convention 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  March  1987.  Of  39  participating  NAE  denominations 
and  17  non-NAE  denominations,  we  ranked  sixth  in  TOTAL  GIVING  ($59,338 
—  $51,000  from  our  treasurer  plus  $8,338  in  direct  gifts.)  We  ranked  second 
in  per  capita  giving  at  $3.91. 


TOP  NINE  CHURCHES  (OVER  ! 

51,500) 

1.  Brighton  Chapel,  Ind. 

$  5,974 

2.  Waterloo,  Iowa 

4,072 

3.  St.  James,  Md. 

2,532 

4.  Ashland  Park  Street,  Ohio 

2,166 

5.  Brush  Valley,  Pa. 

1,849 

6.  Bryan,  Ohio 

1,821 

7.  New  Lebanon,  Ohio 

1,818 

8.  Milledgeville,  111. 

1,576 

9.  Jefferson,  Ind. 

1,567 

$23,375 


Send  Offerings  to: 

BRETHREN  WORLD  RELIEF 

Robert  Bischof,  Treasurer 
P.O.  Box  171 

(note  change  of  box  number) 

New  Paris,  Indiana  46553 


Readers9  Forum 


A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 


A  Taste  of  Honey 


At  the  conclusion  of  G.  Roger  Schoen- 
hals  article,  "'You  Can  Memorize  Scrip- 
ture!" which  appeared  in  the  January 
1987  issue  of  the  Evangelist,  readers 
were  invited  to  share  their  experiences  in 
memorizing  God's  word  through  the 
"Readers'  Forum"  page  of  the  Evangel- 
ist. This  letter  and  the  one  below  are  in 
response  to  that  invitation. 

Psalm  119:103  makes  reference  to 
God's  word  as  "sweeter  than  honey." 
My  husband  and  I  got  a  taste  of  that 
honey  back  in  1978,  when  we  set  a 
goal  of  memorizing  365  precious  prom- 
ises and  their  references  during  that 
year. 

The  cantagion  of  enthusiasm  spread 


through  a  sampling  of  the  staff  at  my 
inner  city  school,  and  a  teacher,  a 
secretary,  a  counselor,  and  a  custodian 
took  up  the  challenge  also. 

Daily  each  person  copied  a  promise 
on  a  bright  yellow  slip  of  paper,  to  be 
reviewed  during  any  brief  pause  dur- 
ing the  day  (stop  light,  between  class- 
es, during  lunch,  commercials). 

At  school  we  forgot,  we  apologized, 
we  failed. 

My  husband  and  I  lasted  two  and 
one-half  months,  memorizing  a  new 
verse  and  reference  each  day  and  re- 
viewing all  previous  verses  daily. 
(Actually  that  much  review  is  not 
necessary.) 

For  the  remainder  of  the  year  we 


You  Can  Memorize,  Too! 


Who?  Me?  Memorize?  At  my  age? 
NO  WAY! 

BUT  have  you  tried  it? 

Do  you  WANT  to  do  it? 

Educators  say  that  we  learn  more 
by  seeing  pictures  than  we  do  by  read- 
ing words.  Here  is  a  scheme  I  use,  be- 
cause I  am  a  senior  citzen.  And  I  CAN 
memorize.  I  have  proved  it  to  myself. 
Why  don't  you? 

There  are  many  scriptures  that  re- 
peat some 

letter 


word, 

or  phrase. 

Just  work  the  other  words  of  the 

verse     around    them    (see    example 

below).  You'll  be  surprised  how 

EASY  IT  IS. 

TRY  IT! 
I  used  the  Navigators'  packet  of  ver- 
ses.  The   AW  ANA   Clubs   also   have 
booklets  you  can  use.  Perhaps  Back  to 
the  Bible  has  some  too. 

LaVonne  Hutcheson 
Kingsley,  Iowa 


Romans  3:10-12 

THEY  ARE 

AS  IT  IS  WRITTEN,                         ALL  gone  out  of  the  way,  they  are 

TOGETHER  become  unprofitable; 

There  is  I 

\      I 

I  one  righteous,                       There  is  IV         1  one  that  doeth  good, 
ot  one:                                                       \    1  o, 

V 

There  is 

\ 

one  that  understandeth,                              \| 

There  is  I 

I      1 

1  one  that  seeketh  after  God.               1          mo\  one. 

Genesis  2:16-17 

AND  THE  LORD  GOD  COMMANDED  THE  MAN,  SAYING, 

^^^^^^^f  every  tree 

r                ^W  f  the  garden 

\          thou  mayest  freely  eat: 

\                        BUT 

If  the  tree 

1  f  the  knowledge 

if  good  and  evil, 

M            thou  shalt  not  eat 

J\  it: 

^                f         for  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  there- 

^^^^^^f           thou  shalt  surely  die. 

copied  verses  daily  and  meditated  on 
them.  One  reason  for  easing  up  was 
that  we  almost  disrupted  a  happy 
household  by  my  insisting  one  fun 
snow  day  that  we  plan  no  "Uno"  until 
we  correctly  reviewed  every  verse  and 
reference  since  day  one.  Also,  on  a  trip 
to  Youngstown  we  could  not  turn  on 
the  new  CB  (Husband's  new  toy)  until 
we  reviewed  every  verse  and  refer- 
ence. 

From  experience  we  learned  that  for 
the  novice  our  goals  were  unrealistic 
and  our  methods  not  educationally 
sound. 

For  years  now  I've  preached  that 
whole  chapters  can  be  memorized  (like 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  —  Matthew 
5,  6,  and  7)  by  giving  back  to  Him 
each  day  as  little  as  three  minutes  of 
His  golden  hours.  Night  is  perfect  for 
memorizing,  just  before  "Sleep  knits 
up  the  ravelled  sleeve  of  care." 

And  this  exciting  long-term  adven- 
ture pays  dividends!  Among  the  bene- 
fits of  this  program  are  that 

—  it  provides  a  storehouse  of  wisdom 
from  which  to  draw  for  daily  needs. 

—  it  stimulates  mental  alacrity. 

—  it  can  produce  peaceful  slumber. 

—  it  keeps  one  in  tune  with  the 
Creator,  resulting  in  exuberance  and 
boundless  energy,  as  well  as  joy  and 
peace   from   resting  on   His  precious 
promises. 

But      even     the     three-minute 
routine  takes 

—  goal  setting; 

—  scheduling  of  time; 

—  discipline. 

That's  little  effort  to  expend  for  the 
spiritual  rewards  and  rich  blessings  in 
store. 

Doris  Smith 
Ashland,  Ohio 


More  Bible  Readers 

Twelve  members  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  read 
through  the  Bible  in  1986,  according 
to  the  church  newsletter.  They  were 
Robin  App,  Maryellen  Best,  Freida 
Bowers,  Thelma  Burnham,  Linda  Pen- 
rose, Carlisle  Roose,  Marjorie  Schrist, 
Don  Swihart,  Ken  Tener,  Polly 
Thomas,  Judy  Weaver,  and  Joy  Wey- 
bright. 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


You  Can  Fall  in  Love  at  Any  Age 

By  Jennifer  Batty 


The  following  article  about  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  C.Y.  Gilmer  appeared  in  the  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1987,  edition  of  the  Daily 
News-Record  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  and 
is  reprinted  here  with  the  permission  of 
that  newspaper.  The  writer,  Jennifer 
Batty,  is  a  special  correspondent  for  the 
Daily  News-Record. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gilmer  are  members 
of  the  Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  of 
Harrisonburg.  Rev.  Gilmer,  now  retired, 
pastored  various  Brethren  churches 
during  his  years  of  active  ministry. 
His  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth  Grum- 
bling, mentioned  in  the  article,  is 
the  wife  of  Rev.  Alvin  Grumbling,  pastor 
of  the  Flora,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  Clarence  and 
Ruth  Gilmer  joined  many  other  new- 
lyweds  at  the  traditional  honeymoon 
spot,  Niagara  Falls. 

They  were  just  as  romantic  and  just 
as  in  love  as  the  other  couples,  but 
there  was  one  uncommon  difference  — 
the  Gilmers  were  61  years  old. 

"We  found  out  that  you  can  fall  in 
love  at  any  age,"  said  Gilmer,  a  slight 
spry  man  with  laughing  blue  eyes. 

His  first  wife  had  died  after  35  years 
of  marriage  in  1958.  Before  she  died, 
she  asked  that  he  remarry,  provided 
his  choice  met  with  the  approval  of  his 
family. 

In  1960,  Gilmer,  a  minister,  got  a 
letter  from  his  Aunt  Edna  Driver.  She 
said  she  had  found  the  perfect  woman 
for  him. 

That  perfect  woman  was  Ruth  Mil- 
ler, a  former  teacher  and  then  an  of- 
ficer at  the  Washington,  D.C.,  House 
of  Corrections  for  Women  in  Lorton. 

The  two  potential  sweethearts  were 
500  miles  apart.  Gilmer  was  in  War- 
saw, Ind.,  and  she  in  Lorton. 

"We  hit  it  off  in  correspondence 
first.  I  tried  to  sweep  her  off  her  feet, 
and  it  was  just  as  romantic  then  as 
when  I  was  young,"  Gilmer  said. 

They  courted  for  a  year,  and 
through  letters  and  monthly  dates 
they  found  they  had  a  lot  in  common, 
such  as  growing  up  on  farms. 

"We  were  500  miles  apart,  and  I'd 
leave  after  church  and  drive  all  night, 
listening  to  the  radio  to  stay  awake, 
stay  in  a  motel  to  rest  up  and  then 
we'd  have  a  dinner  date  the  next  night 
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of  their  love. 


or  a  day  trip,"  he 
said. 

Gilmer  composed 
love  letters  and 
poems  to  his  future 
wife,  and  has  con- 
tinued the  practice 
even  since  they 
have  been  married. 

Gilmer  received 
approval  from  his 
only  daughter,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Grum- 
bling, and  her  fam- 
ily, and  the  couple 
was  married  on 
May  19,  1961,  at  the 
Woodbridge  Church 
of  the  Brethren. 

Said  Mrs.  Gilmer, 
"He  took  me  out  of 
jail  and  put  me  in  a 
parsonage." 

Unlike  Gilmer,  Mrs.  Gilmer  had  not 
been  married  before  because  as  she 
said,  she  was  "too  hard  to  please." 

Gilmer  finally  won  her  over  because 
"he  was  romantic,  and  I  couldn't  get 
rid  of  him;  so  I  just  took  him,"  she 
said. 

That  his  wife  was  a  correction  of- 
ficer didn't  deter  Gilmer.  "No,  it  didn't 
bother  me  a  bit.  I  needed  a  little  cor- 
rection," he  said. 

"I  met  her  just  in  time,"  Gilmer 
said.  "I  was  lonely  and  getting  over 
my  grief,  and  then  she  came  along  and 
brought  the  fun  back." 

Their  wedding  was  filled  with  ex- 
citement, joy,  merry-making  and  mis- 
chief, they  said. 

"Our  friends  jacked  the  rear  of  our 
car  up  so  it  didn't  touch  the  ground.  I 
started  it  and  tried  to  get  it  going,  but 
it  wouldn't  budge,  so  she  said,  'Get 
over,  Clarence,  and  let  me  handle  it.' 
But,  of  course,  that  didn't  work 
either,"  Gilmer  said. 

Gilmer  advises  young  couples,  "Be 
sure  that  you're  genuinely  in  love,  and 
what  you  have  will  mean  more  the 
longer  it  lasts." 

Said  Mrs.  Gilmer,  "We've  learned  to 
work  together.  Our  parents  loved  each 
other  and  they  didn't  try  to  displease 
each  other.  They  tried  to  work  to- 
gether, not  apart,  for  similar  goals  — 
as  we  do." 

The  Gilmers  have  become  "very  in- 


The  Gilmers  —  their  marriage  has  bloomed  with  the  warmth 


Dally  News-Record  photo  by  Andrew  Tolliver. 

terdependent  on  each  other.  We  sense 
the  needs  in  each  other,"  he  said. 

"My  eyesight  is  poor,  and  hers  is 
good.  Her  hearing  is  poor,  but  mine  is 
good.  I'm  still  allowed  to  drive  during 
the  day,  but  I  couldn't  do  it  without  a 
good  co-pilot  like  her,"  Gilmer  said. 

One  of  the  happiest  memories 
Gilmer  can  remember  is  when  they 
bought  their  house  20  years  ago. 

"We  had  looked  and  looked  and 
when  I  saw  this  house,  it  was  perfect.  I 
told  her,  Tf  you  consent  to  buy  this 
house,  I'll  go  to  the  grocery  store  three 
times  a  day  for  you.'  " 

Since  retiring,  Gilmer  goes  to  the 
store  only  once  a  day  for  exercise,  but 
he  helps  with  the  household  chores 
and  makes  breakfast,  something  that 
he  is  proud  of. 

"I  didn't  tell  him  to,"  his  wife  said. 
"Breakfast,  after  all,  is  not  a  hard 
chore,"  she  teased. 

Gilmer  gets  in  his  own  teasing,  and 
admits  that  he  tries  to  tell  her  a  joke 
every  day. 

The  Gilmers  enjoy  working  in  their 
garden.  During  the  summer,  the  path 
leading  to  their  home  is  colorfully 
lined  with  yellow  and  red  marigolds, 
lavender  petunias  and  dusty  pink 
roses. 

The  time  and  care  that  has  been 
spent  on  the  flowers  is  echoed  in  the 
Gilmers'  marriage,  which  has  bloomed 
with  the  warmth  of  their  love. 
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David  E.  Cooksey  Named  to  Become 
New  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Rev.  David  E. 
Cooksey  has  been  named  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Executive  Council  as 
the  new  Director  of  Pastoral  Minis- 
tries for  The  Brethren  Church. 

He  will  replace  Rev.  William 
Kerner,  who  is  retiring  as  Director  of 
Pastoral  Ministires  (DPM)  after  six 
and  one-half  years  in  this  position. 
Rev.  Cooksey  will  assume  the  posi- 
tion on  July  1.  Rev.  Kerner,  whose  re- 
tirement was  effective  March  31,  will 
continue  to  carry  out  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  DPM  on  a  part-time 
basis  until  Cooksey  takes  over  in  July. 

Rev.  Cooksey  (40)  is  currently  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Lanark,  111.,  where  he  has  served  since 
September  1976.  He  is  a  1968 
graduate  of  Ashland  College  and  a 
1972  graduate  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  from  which  he  received  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  in  pastoral 
counseling  and  Christian  education. 

While  in  seminary  he  served  for  a 


time  as  youth  pastor  of  a  Church  of 
Christ  in  Loudonville,  Ohio,  and  later 
pastored  an  independent  church  in 
Stuben,  Ohio.  He  interrupted  his  sem- 
inary studies  for  one  year  to  serve  as  a 
psychiatric  social  worker  at  Hawth- 
ornden  Mental  Hospital.  Following 
seminary  graduation,  he  became  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Kokomo,  Ind.,  which  he  served  from 
1972  to  1976. 

In  addition  to  local  and  district 
church  responsibilities,  Rev.  Cooksey 
has  served  on  the  National  Board  of 
Christian  Education  since  1979,  on 
the  Ashland  College  and  Seminary 
Board  of  Trustees  since  1980,  and  on 
the  National  Ordination  Council  since 
1986. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Carolyn 
Boyer  of  Ashland,  Ohio.  He  and  Caro- 
lyn have  three  children,  Carrie  (an 
8th  grader),  Anna  (a  5th  grader),  and 
Emily  (in  the  1st  grade). 

As  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries, 


Twenty-Three  Brethren  Young  People  Chosen 
To  Serve  in  Brethren  Churches  This  Summer 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Twenty-three 
Brethren  young  people  have  been  cho- 
sen to  serve  in  Brethren  churches  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1987,  according  to 
the  National  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation. 

Vanda  Funkhouser,  a  sixth-year 
crusader  from  Sarasota,  Fla.,  will  be 
the  captain  of  the  Ed/Camp  I  team. 
First-year  crusaders  Jay  Baumgart- 
ner,  Milford,  Ind.;  Karen  Eiler,  North 
Manchester,  Ind.;  Eric  Schave,  Mill- 
edgeville,  111.;  and  Kim  Wagoner,  Elk- 
hart, Ind.,  complete  the  team. 

The  Ed/Camp  II  team  will  be  cap- 
tained by  fourth-year  crusader  Jean 
Moe,  Sarasota,  Fla.  Second-year 
crusaders  Rebecca  Williams,  Roanoke, 
Ind.,  and  Lauri  Robison,  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.,  will  assist  Jean.  Tana 
DeLaughter,  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
and  Adele  Ritchey,  Hyndman,  Pa., 
both  first-year  crusaders,  will  com- 
plete the  team. 

Barabara  Jenkins,  a  second-year 
crusader  from  Walcrest  (Mansfield, 
Ohio)  will  captain  the  Ed/Camp  III 
team.  She  will  be  assisted  by  fourth- 
year  crusader  Dominique  Hutchinson, 
Milledgeville,  111.,  and  second-year 
crusader  Ryan  Gordon,  Bradenton, 
Fla.  Newcomers  to  the  team  will  be 


Mark  Ray,  Milford,  Ind.,  and  Kim- 
berly  Miller,  Sarasota,  Fla. 

Shari  Clapper,  a  second-year  cru- 
sader from  Brethren  Bible  (Louisville, 
Ohio)  and  Glenn  Black,  also  a  second- 
year  crusader  from  Park  Street  (Ash- 
land, Ohio)  will  co-captain  the  Music 
Team.  Third-year  crusaders  Jenny 
Witulski  and  David  Webb,  both  from 
Ardmore  (South  Bend,  Ind.)  and 
second-year  crusader  Jennifer 
Moorehead,  Muncie,  Ind.,  will  assist. 
First-year  members  will  be  Caryn 
Hollinger,  Jefferson  (Goshen,  Ind.); 
Beth  Naff,  St.  Luke  (Woodstock,  Va.); 
and  Grant  Showalter,  Sarasota,  Fla. 

All  of  the  teams  met  for  Intro  Day 
in  Ashland  on  April  4.  On  that  day 
they  chose  team  names,  looked  at 
summer  itineraries,  had  pictures 
taken,  and  worked  through  team  as- 
signments. Orientation  Week  will 
begin  with  captains  training  on  June 
5-6,  followed  by  a  week  of  intensive 
training  for  all  team  members,  from 
June  7-13.  The  term  of  service  for  the 
teams  will  begin  on  June  14. 

The  most  difficult  job  teenagers  have 
today  is  learning  good  conduct  without 
seeing  any. 

—  H.G.  Hutchinson 


Rev.  Cooksey's  responsibilities  will  in- 
clude ministering  to  and  counseling 
with  pastors,  assisting  both  churches 
and  pastors  in  pastoral  placement, 
chairing  the  National  Ordination 
Council,  and  planning  regional  pas- 
toral consultations. 


Brethren  at  Warsaw  Dedicate 
Lift  for  Physically  Impaired 

Warsaw  Ind.  —  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Warsaw  celebrated  the  com- 
pletion of  a  new  lift  for  the  physically 
impaired  on  February  15,  as  they  de- 
dicated it  to  the  Lord. 

The  lift,  a  "Cheney  Handi-Lift  II" 
purchased  from  RLS  Mobility  of  New 
Haven,  Ind.,  was  installed  in  order  to 
make  the  Warsaw  sanctuary  more 
easily  accessible  to  those  who  find  it 
difficult  or  impossible  to  climb  the 
stairs.  It  is  located  in  a  corner  of  the 
fellowship  hall  on  the  ground  level  of 
the  church  building  and  in  a  section  of 
a  classroom  on  the  sanctuary  level. 
Though  designed  to  be  freestanding,  it 
was  enclosed  in  a  concrete  block  shaft 
to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  built-in 
elevator. 

The  lift  has  numerous  safety  fea- 
tures —  so  meets  all  state  codes  —  and 
is  key-operated  to  prevent  unau- 
thorized use.  It  is  fully  usable  by  those 
in  wheelchairs  and  can  be  entered,  op- 
erated, and  exited  without  assistance. 

Cost  of  the  lift  was  approximately 
$10,000,  and  cost  of  construction  and 
installation  was  $5,000.  The  work  was 
done  in  October,  November,  and  De- 
cember of  last  year,  and  six  to  eight 
people  began  using  the  lift  even  before 
the  February  15th  dedication. 

Warsaw  Pastor  Kenneth  Hunn  read 
the  account  of  the  paralytic  who  was 
lowered  through  the  roof  (Mark  2:1- 
12)  for  the  dedication  service.  He  com- 
mented that  just  as  the  paralytic's 
friends  showed  their  faith  by  lowering 
this  man  into  Jesus'  midst,  so  the 
Warsaw  congregation  demonstrated 
its  faith  by  making  it  possible  for  the 
physically  impaired  to  worship  with 
the  church  family. 

Words  of  encouragement  were  given 
by  the  engineer,  Don  Scearce;  the  con- 
tractor, Bob  Rutan;  past  moderator 
Harriet  Taylor;  and  former  head  trus- 
tee Bob  Shafer.  A  prayer  of  thansgiv- 
ing  concluded  the  dedication  service. 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Ken  Hunn 

Fear  not  that  thy  life  shall  come  to  an 
end,  but  rather  fear  that  it  shall  never 
have  a  beginning. 

—  Newman 
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Linwood  Women  Do  Quilting 
For  Area  School  Children 

Linwood,  Md.  —  Women  of  the  Linwood  Brethren  Church  were 
honored  recently  by  being  asked  to  do  the  quilting  on  a  quilt 
made  by  students  of  an  area  school. 

The  children,  students  at  the  Elmer  A.  Wolfe  Elementary 
School,  made  the  quilt  as  part  of  the  Carroll  County,  Md.,  150th 
anniversary  celebration.  They  drew  pictures  of  buildings  and 
scenes  in  the  county,  which  were  "colored"  with  pieces  of  cloth 
and  placed  on  the  quilt.  The  quilt  was  then  quilted  by  the  Lin- 
wood women. 

The  women  worked  on  the  quilt  once  a  week  for  about  three 
weeks.  Twelve  women,  ranging  in  age  from  25  to  85,  helped 
with  the  quilting.  They  were  Margaret  Blacksten,  Reva 
Blacksten,  Thelma  Dayhoff,  Mary  Garver,  Joann  Hesson,  Dee 
Keplinger,  Garnet  Logan,  Elizabeth  Myers,  Sue  Myers,  Addie 
Pittinger,  Betty  Sayler,  and  Helen  Smith.  On  one  occasion  they 
were  visited  by  about  25  of  the  school  children,  who  came  to  see 
their  creations  turned  into  a  quilt. 

The  quilt,  which  was  judged  best  in  its  class  at  an  area  judg- 
ing, will  be  displayed  in  the  Linwood  Church,  at  contests,  and  at 
the  150th  anniversary  celebration  to  be  held  at  Union  Bridge, 
near  Linwood.  It  may  also  be  included  in  the  county's  time  cap- 
sule, which  will  be  filled  with  memorabilia,  then  closed  up,  not 


Above,  Beth  Murphy,  a  student  at 
Elmer  A.  Wolfe  Elementary  School,  gets 
a  quilting  lesson  from  Joanna  Hesson  of 
the  Linwood  Brethren  Church.  At  left, 
the  Linwood  women  display  the  school 

children's  quilt.  Photo  above  by  Ken  Koons, 

used    here   courtesy   of   the   Carroll   County   Times   of 
Westminister,  Md.  Photo  at  left  by  Reva  Blacksten. 

to  be  opened  for  another  50  years. 

This  is  just  one  of  many  quilts  com- 
pleted over  the  years  by  the  Linwood 
quilters.  They  normally  do  about  a 
dozen  a  year,  which  they  sell  in  order 
to  raise  money  for  church  projects. 
Their  quilts  usually  bring  in  $125  to 
$175  for  the  church,  but  the  women 
did  the  quilt  for  the  school  children  for 
free. 
—  reported  by  Rev.  Robert  Keplinger 
Linwood  pastor 


Elizabethtown  College  Plans  Study  Center 
To  Preserve  Brethren  History  and  Heritage 


Elizabethtown,  Pa.  —  A  national 
center  for  the  study  of  Brethren, 
Amish,  Mennonite,  and  other  Anabap- 
tist religious  groups  is  being  estab- 
lished at  Elizabethtown  College. 

According  to  Elizabethtown  College 
President  Gerhard  E.  Spiegler,  the 
center  will  assure  that  the  history, 
values,  and  heritage  of  the  early  Ger- 
man settlers  who  sought  religious 
freedom  in  this  country  is  preserved 
and  shared  with  students  and  schol- 
ars. He  and  the  college  trustees  envi- 
sion   the    center    as    a    place    where 


"scholarly  research  and  understanding 
of  the  history,  contributions,  social  or- 
ganization, and  contemporary  beliefs 
of  Anabaptist  and  Pietist  groups  is  en- 
couraged." 

Records,  letters,  publications,  furni- 
ture, clothing,  and  other  items  reflect- 
ing more  than  300  years  of  history 
will  be  displayed  at  the  center. 

The  center  will  be  housed  in  a 
$500,000  facility  to  be  built  on  the 
Elizabethtown  campus.  One  wing  of 
this  facility  is  planned  as  a  replica  of 
the  first  Brethren  meeting  house  in 


the  United  States,  which  was  built  in 
Germantown,  Pa.,  in  1770. 

This  wing  will  be  named  for  the  late 
Rufus  P.  Bucher,  a  Church  of  the 
Brethren  pastor  and  one  of  the  first 
six  students  to  enroll  in  Elizabethtown 
College  when  it  was  opened  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1899. 

Dr.  John  A.  Hostetler,  an  interna- 
tional authority  on  Anabaptist  and 
Pietist  groups,  will  direct  the  study 
center.  Hostetler  is  well-known  for  his 
published  research  on  the  Amish, 
Mennonites,  and  Hutterites.  In  1972, 
he  testified  in  the  landmark  case  of 
Wisconsin  vs.  Yoder,  in  which  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  upheld  the  validity  of 
the  Amish  school  system. 
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Moderator  Challenges  Ohio  Brethren 
To  Think  About  God  Once  a  Minute 


Canton,  Ohio  —  General  Conference 
Moderator  Warren  Garner  challenged 
Brethren  of  the  Ohio  District  to  learn 
to  think  about  God  once  every  minute, 
in  his  message  on  the  denominational 
theme,  "Pray  Without  Ceasing,"  at  the 
Ohio  District  Conference  held  Satur- 
day, March  14,  at  the  Trinity  Brethren 
Church  in  North  Canton. 

Defining  prayer  as  "walking  and 
talking  with  a  Good  Friend,  who  is  our 
Lord  and  Savior,"  Dr.  Garner  said  we 
must  move  from  knowing  what  prayer 
is  to  actually  praying.  In  order  to  do 
this  we  must  establish  prayer  as  a 
priority  and  overcome  such  obstacles 
as  getting  sleepy,  our  inability  to  be 
quiet  and  meditate,  lack  of  concentra- 
tion, and  failing  to  persist  in  prayer 
when  we  do  not  see  results. 

Recognizing  that  most  Christians 
are  not  able  to  "pray  without  ceasing," 


Dr.  Garner  urged  his  listeners  to  work 
toward  this  ideal  by  setting  achievable 
goals,  identifying  problems  that  must  be 
overcome,  and  by  taking  seriously  one's 
responsibility  to  reach  these  goals. 

Following  Dr.  Garner's  message, 
district  moderator  Dale  Stoffer  led  the 
30  lay  and  24  ministerial  delegates 
who  attended  the  conference  in  con- 
ducting district  business. 

The  district  treasurer  reported  that 
total  income  for  1986  was  $63,420.05 
and  total  disbursements  $78,211.79. 
The  treasurer's  report  of  giving  by 
churches  revealed  that  only  six 
(Gretna,  Louisville  First,  New  Leba- 
non, Park  Street,  Smithville,  and 
Trinity)  of  the  district's  20  churches 
gave  their  full  apportionment  in  1986. 

The  1986  Statistical  Report  revealed 
a  net  gain  of  63  members  in  the  dis- 
trict last  year,  with  14  churches  gain- 


Nutrition  Site  Honors  Herbert  Gilmer 
With  Surprise  Party  on  70th  Birthday 

South    Whitley,    Ind.    — 

Rev.  Herbert  Gilmer  was 
honored  February  20  at  a 
surprise  birthday  party 
given  by  the  South  Whitley 
Nutrition  Site  in  recognition 
of  his  70th  birthday. 

Rev.  Gilmer  and  his  wife 
Evelyn  are  volunteers  at  the 
Nutrition  Site  and  deliver 
hot  meals  to  South  Whit- 
ley's homebound  senior  citi- 
zens on  a  daily  basis. 

More  than  75  senior  citi- 
zens dined  and  celebrated 
with  the  Gilmers  at  the 
party.  Rev.  Gilmer  received 
many  cards,  a  cash  gift,  and 
a  large,  decorated  birthday 
cake  baked  by  Ada  Rebman. 
A  brief  article  about  the 
party  and  the  picture  that 
accompanies  this  article 
were  printed  in  the  South 
Whitley  Tribune. 

Rev.  Gilmer  turned  70  on 
February  22.  In  addition,  he 
and  Mrs.  Gilmer  celebrated 
their  49th  wedding  anniver- 
sary on  February  24. 
Though  officially  retired, 
Rev.  Gilmer  continues  to 
pastor  the  Center  Chapel 
Brethren  Church. 


Rev.  Gilmer  displays  the  cake  baked  for  him  in 
honor  of  his  70th  birthday. 


ing  more  members  than  they  lost.  The 
largest  gain  was  at  West  Alexandria, 
with  a  net  gain  of  74  members.  The 
district  also  had  a  net  gain  in  average 
Sunday  school  attendance  in  1986  of 
60,  with  11  churches  showing  gains 
(largest  Louisville  Brethren  Bible, 
27%  increase);  as  well  as  a  net  in- 
crease in  average  worship  attendance, 
with  nine  churches  showing  gains 
(largest  Fremont,  26%  increase). 

Total  membership  in  the  district  at 
the  end  of  1986,  excluding  the  Breth- 
ren Fellowship  of  the  Savior  and  Sci- 
oto Brethren  Fellowship,  was  2,632. 
Average  Sunday  school  attendance  in 
1986  was  1,471;  and  average  worship 
attendance  was  2,208. 

Elections  resulted  in  the  following 
officers  being  chosen  to  serve  for  the 
next  twelve  months:  moderator-elect, 
Rev.  Terry  Lodico;  secretary,  Karen 
Watkins;  assistant  secretary,  Janice 
Rowsey;  treasurer,  Tom  Stoffer:  assis- 
tant treasurer,  Stan  Gentle;  and 
statistician,  Rev.  Steve  Cole.  Last 
year's  moderator-elect,  Rev.  William 
Walk,  became  the  new  moderator. 

Reports  from  the  various  district 
boards  were  received  and  approved. 
The  District  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation reported  that  at  Camp  Bethany 
a  new  maintenance  building  was  con- 
structed (and  the  old  one  torn  down)  in 
1986,  a  new  concession  stand  was 
built,  and  the  coolers  replaced  in  the 
camp  kitchen.  The  next  project  plan- 
ned is  tearing  down  the  bath  house 
and  replacing  it  with  a  new  one  on  the 
same  site.  The  District  Mission  Board 
reported  that  one  of  its  goals  in  1987 
is  to  decide  on  a  potential  area  for 
starting  another  mission  church. 

The  next  Ohio  District  Conference 
session  is  to  be  held  September  12  at 
the  Christian  Armory  in  Columbus. 

Rep.  Daniel  R.  Coats  Named 
NAE  Layperson  of  the  Year 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  —  U.S.  Representative 
Daniel  R.  Coats  (R-Ind.)  was  honored 
March  3  at  the  NAE  Convention  as 
the  National  Association  of  Evangeli- 
cals' Layperson  of  the  Year. 

The  fourth-term  Congressman  serves 
on  the  House  Energy  and  Commerce 
Committee,  the  Republican  Policy  Com- 
mittee, and  is  the  ranking  minority 
member  of  the  House  Select  Committee 
on  Children,  Youth,  and  Families. 

He  is  active  in  his  church  and  com- 
munity, having  served  the  church  as 
an  elder  and  choir  director  and  the 
community  as  former  president  of  Big 
Brothers/Big  Sisters  of  Fort  Wayne. 
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Record  Number  Attend  Worship 
On  Friend  Day  at  Hagerstown 


Hagerstown,  Md.  —  A  total  of  241 
people  —  the  largest  attendance  at 
any  service  during  Pastor  Harold  Bar- 
nett's  eight  years  at  the  church  —  at- 
tended the  morning  worship  service  on 
March  22,  when  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Hagerstown  observed 
"Friend  Day." 

Friend  Day  is  a  program  devised  by 
Dr.  Elmer  Towns  of  Lynchburg,  Va. 
The  program  outlines  a  five  week 
build-up  to  Friend  Day  and  several 
weeks  of  follow-up.  During  the  five 
weeks  prior  to  Friend  Day,  church 
members   are   urged   to   invite   their 


friends  (especially  unchurched  and  un- 
saved friends)  and  to  "contract"  them 
to  attend  on  Friend  Day. 

At  Hagerstown,  on  the  Sundays 
leading  up  to  the  big  day,  the  church 
leaders  reported  their  success  in  get- 
ting friends  committed  to  attend.  In 
addition,  Pastor  Barnett  read  letters 
from  county  and  state  officials  who 
had  accepted  his  invitation  to  attend. 
These  letters  were  then  posted  to  in- 
spire others  to  get  busy. 

As  a  result  of  these  efforts,  the 
sanctuary  was  filled  on  Friend  Day  for 
a  special  service  of  music,  praise,  and 


90  From  Central  Dist.  Become 
Seminary  Students  for  a  Day 

Davenport,  Iowa  —  Nearly  90  people 
from  the  Central  District  of  The 
Brethren  Church  gathered  at  the 
Ramada  Inn  in  Davenport  February 
13  and  14  to  become  students  at  a 
"Seminary  for  a  Day." 

The  event  was  the  annual  Daven- 
port Conference  of  the  Central  Dis- 
trict, but  this  year  participants  were 
able  to  enjoy  six  guest  lecturers  rather 
than  just  one.  The  lecturers  were  six 
professors  from  Ashland  Theological 


Seminary,  who  led  class  sessions  on 
theology,  archaeology,  conflict  man- 
agement, church  growth,  making  dis- 
ciples, and  creating  a  vision  for  Chris- 
tian education  in  the  local  church. 

All  who  attended  found  the  classes  a 
valuable  learning  experience.  As  one 
student  discovered,  the  classes  were 
understandable,  interesting,  and  en- 
joyable. He  even  decided  seminary 
might  not  be  a  bad  place  to  attend. 

An  added  sidelight  of  the  conference 
was  the  food  and  fellowship,  which 
were  also  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

—  reported  by  Lorraine  Haugh, 
Milledgeville,  III. 


Members  of  the  Maurertown,  Virginia,  Brethren  Church  who  read  through  the 
Bible  in  1986  received  special  recognition  on  a  bulletin  board,  designed  and  con- 
structed by  Mrs.  Marie  Vann.  The  23  persons  named  on  the  board  are  Carolyn  Barr, 
Wanda  Cook,  Steve  Copp,  Maxine  Craver,  Pastor  Richard  Craver,  Annie  Emswiller, 
Anna  Mae  Fahnestock,  Ruth  Finks,  Nellie  Funkhouser,  Nancy  Gaines,  Tooter 
Hoffman,  Virginia  Locke,  Vallee  McClanahan,  Gladys  Shrum,  Essie  Richard,  Saddie 
Rittenour,  Emma  Stultz,  Virginia  Stultz,  Alvin  Vann,  Calvin  Vann,  Marie  Vann, 
Linda  Wilkins,  and  Paul  Will.  Photo  by  Virginia  stultz. 


worship.  During  the  service,  each  per- 
son introduced  the  friends  that  he  or 
she  had  brought. 

According  to  Pastor  Barnett,  Friend 
Day  was  a  great  success  and  has 
helped  to  build  up  the  Hagerstown 
Church. 

The  committee  for  this  special  em- 
phasis was  Doris  Barnett,  chairperson; 
Margaret  Greene,  Jackie  Rogers,  Ruth 
Stoddard,  JoAnn  Hendershot,  and 
Gerald  Cooper,  Sr. 

Reaching  Unreached  Is  Theme 
Of  Pleasant  Hill  Conference 

Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio  —  "Reaching  the 
Unreached"  was  the  theme  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  David  Kerner  and  Rev. 
James  Black  were  the  special  speakers 
for  a  March  7-8  missions  conference  of 
the  Pleasant  Hill  First  Brethren 
Church. 

The  first  event  of  the  conference  was 
a  Father  and  Son  Prayer  Breakfast  on 
Saturday  morning.  The  speaker  for 
the  breakfast  was  Rev.  David  Kerner, 
a  missionary  candidate  preparing  for 
service  in  Colombia,  South  America. 

This  was  followed  at  noon  the  same 
day  with  a  Mother  and  Daughter 
Salad  Buffet.  Mrs.  Diane  Kerner  was 
the  guest  speaker  for  this  event. 

On  Saturday  evening,  entire 
families  came  for  a  Family  Fun  Night, 
during  which  Rev.  James  Black, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  The  Brethren  Church,  showed 
slides  of  Brethren  mission  work. 

The  conference  continued  on  Sunday 
morning,  with  Rev.  Black  bringing  a 
missions  challenge  message  during 
the  morning  worship  service.  Follow- 
ing this  message,  members  of  the  con- 
gregation filled  out  Faith  Promise 
cards,  which  were  collected  and  tabu- 
lated. The  amount  promised  for  mis- 
sions totaled  $15,586. 

The  final  event  of  the  conference 
was  a  noon  carry-in  buffet,  which  con- 
cluded with  an  opportunity  for  the 
congregation  to  ask  the  guest  speakers 
questions  about  mission  work. 
—  reported  by  Betty  J.  Shellenberger 

Leaders  of  the  world's  three  largest 
Christian  broadcasting  organizations 
(HCJB  in  Quito,  Ecuador;  Far  East 
Broadcasting  Company;  and  Trans 
World  Radio)  have  pledged  cooperation 
in  an  attempt,  by  the  year  2000,  "to  pro- 
vide every  man,  woman  and  child  on 
earth  with  the  opportunity  to  turn  on 
their  radio  and  hear  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  a  language  they  can  under- 
stand .  .  .  ." 
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HolyLand  Feature 

Biblical  Birds  in  the  Land  of  the  Bible 


By  Bill  Clark 


Jerusalem  —  Israeli  birdwatchers, 
like  birdwatchers  around  the  world, 
enthusiastically  set  out  early  in  the 
morning  to  observe  and  record  the  ac- 
tivities and  songs  of  avian  species.  But 
the  birdwatcher  in  Israel  has  a  special 
guide  to  consult:  the  Bible.  The  Holy 
Scriptures  are  rich  with  descriptions 
of  the  native  bird  life  of  Israel,  a  coun- 
try which  attracts  a  plentiful  and  vari- 
ed bird  population. 

An  example  is  the  following  passage 
from  Deuteronomy  32:11  —  "As  an 
eagle  stirreth  up  her  nest,  fluttereth 
over  her  young,  spreadeth  abroad  her 
wings,  taketh  them,  beareth  them  on 
her  wings: ..."  Israeli  birdwatchers 
who  have  actually  observed  eagles' 
nesting  habits  here  can  confirm  the 
accuracy  of  that  description.  These  de- 
voted parents  indeed  coax  their 
fledgelings  to  attempt  flight,  and  then 
assist  in  the  first  awkward  attempts 
by  using  their  powerful  wings  to  fan 
the  youngster,  giving  it  a  strong,  lift- 
ing breeze  to  help  it  rise  into  the  sky. 

The  Holy  Land's  wealth  of  bird  life 
is  due  to  a  combination  of  important 
factors:  the  country's  critical  location, 
its  tremendously  vast  range  of  ecosys- 
tems, and  its  strict  nature  conserva- 
tion laws. 

Busy  crossroads 

Israel  is  situated  on  the  only  con- 
tinuous land  bridge  connecting  all  of 
the  Eurasian  landmass  with  Africa. 
This  locale  is  highly  significant  for 
migratory  birds  that  nest  in  Eurasia 
and  winter  in  Africa,  for  it  provides 
the  only  route  offering  continuous 
supplies  of  food  and  fresh  water  for 
drinking.  Ornithologists  estimate  that 
about  one  million  raptors  —  those 
majestic  birds  of  prey  which  soar  ef- 
fortlessly on  great  wings  —  migrate 
each  spring  over  Israel's  Red  Sea  port 
city  of  Eilat  alone.  A  few  years  ago,  a 
team  of  Danish  birdwatchers  recorded 
a  quarter-million  honey  buzzards  in 
one  glorious  migration. 

At  the  same  time,  they  counted 
nearly  20,000  steppe  eagles,  an  almost 
embarrassment  of  riches  when  one 
considers  that  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  the  sight  of  even  three  or  four 
steppe  eagles  gliding  high  is  a  rare 
treat. 

Israel's  varied  geography  and  cli- 
mate create  ecosystems  to  suit  the 
particular  needs  of  many  species  of 
birds.  It  is  quite  common  to  find  sun- 


These  nesting  eagles 
care  for  their  newly 
hatched  eaglets  in  a 
pine  tree  between 
Jerusalem  and  Beth- 
lehem. The  pair  re- 
turns to  the  same  nest 
every  year,  where  they 
are  guarded  round  the 
clock  by  young  volun- 
teers from  Israel's  Na- 
ture Protection  Society. 

Photo  by  Jossl  Leghorn. 

birds  (a  close  relative  of  the  hum- 
mingbird), tropical  bulbuls,  and 
brightly  colored  hoopoes  in  lots  and 
parks  around  urban  areas.  Israel's  fer- 
tile and  well-watered  Galilee  invites 
scores  of  species  —  storks,  flamingos, 
herons,  egrets,  and  spoonbills.  Peli- 
cans have  become  so  numerous  that 
they  now  cause  intense  anxiety  among 
fish  breeders,  who  are  constantly  de- 
vising new  schemes  to  discourage  the 
birds  from  swooping  into  their  fish 
ponds  and  eating  the  season's  invest- 
ments. 

Desert  regions  are  home  to  an  as- 
sortment of  spectacular  birds  —  irides- 
cent bee-eaters  and  flamboyant 
shrikes,  common  desert  ravens,  and 
rare  houbara  bustards.  The  mountains 
offer  yet  another  collection  —  from 
Tristram's  grackle  —  named  for  the 
famous  British  naturalist/clergyman 
—  to  the  common  rock  dove,  the  wild 
ancestor  of  the  domestic  pigeons  that 
inhabit  cities  all  around  the  world. 
Other  birds  frequent  the  shores  and 
grasslands,  coastal  dune  areas  and 
open  hill  districts. 

Protecting  the  birds 

Israel's  stringent  wildlife  conserva- 
tion laws  and  strong  conservation 
ethic  protect  all  of  the  country's  birds. 
When  a  golden  eagle  nest  was  recently 
discovered  on  the  edge  of  Jerusalem, 
the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Na- 
ture immediately  set  up  an  observa- 
tion post  and  installed  a  24-hour 
guard  all  around  the  nest.  Anybody 
who  wanted  to  observe  the  nesting 
pair  could  peer  through  the  telescope 
in  the  observation  post,  but  no  one 
was  permitted  to  come  close  enough  to 
disturb  the  nest.  The  protection 
routine  has  been  repeated  each  spring 
over  the  past  four  years,  and  each  year 
the  eagles  return  to  the  same  nest  to 


■ 
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brood  new  fledgelings.  Now,  it  is  not 
unusual  to  see  the  golden  eagle  soar- 
ing over  the  Holy  City  glowing  in  the 
sun,  as  its  Hebrew  name,  Ay  it 
Shemesh  (Eagle  of  the  Sun),  suggests. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  Tel  Aviv  boasts 
at  least  38  nesting  pairs  of  kestrels  — 
swift  falcons  which,  in  recompense  for 
their  protected  status,  build  nests 
right  in  the  center  of  Israel's  most 
bustling  city. 

When  a  nest  of  the  lappet-faced  vul- 
ture was  discovered  in  the  Negev 
Desert,  its  location  was  kept  secret 
and  nature  wardens  periodically 
brought  offal  to  nearby  feeding  sta- 
tions. Other  rare  birds  are  being  bred 
in  captivity  by  Israeli  universities  and 
periodically  released  into  nature. 

Doves  and  the  Bible 

The  birdwatcher  who  leafs  through 
the  Bible  will  find  that  doves  figure 
frequently  there,  both  as  symbols  and 
in  metaphors  and  also  in  their  own 
right  as  beautiful  elements  of  nature. 
There  are  several  species  of  wild  doves 
in  Israel;  the  rock  dove,  the  ancestor  of 
the  urban  pigeon;  the  palm  dove;  the 
wood  dove;  the  stock  dove;  and  the  col- 
lared dove. 

There  is  also  the  turtle  dove,  Israel's 
harbinger  of  springtime,  made  famous 
by  Solomon's  ode  of  spring:  "For,  lo, 
the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and 
gone;  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth; 
the  time  of  the  singing  of  birds  is 
come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is 
heard  in  our  land; ..."  (Song  of  Songs 
2:11-12).  Ancient  Israelis  named  this 
species  "tor"  probably  after  its  soft, 
murmuring  call.  The  Romans  were 
even  more  precise  and  called  it  "tur- 
tur."  So  there  is  no  need  to  suspect 
that  Israel  is  home  to  singing  turtles 
—  it's  just  a  minor  error  in  translation. 
(continued  on  next  page) 


April  1987 


21 


UPDATE 


From 
The 


Grape 
Vine 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  (Wendy) 
Wiersema  were  elected  March  8  to 
serve  as  deacon  and  deaconess  in  the 
Milledgeville,  111.,  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  James  Thomas  has  accepted 
a  call  to  pastor  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Peru,  Ind.  He  has  concluded 
his  pastoral  ministry  at  the  Falls  City, 
Nebr.,  First  Brethren  Church. 

Jim  Clouse,  a  member  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Nappanee,  was  re- 
cently voted  "Citizen  of  the  Year"  for 
the  Nappanee  community. 

The  Fremont,  Williamstown,  and 
Bryan,    Ohio,   Brethren   Churches 

are  planning  a  meeting  of  their  "Triad 
of  Love"  on  Sunday  evening,  May  3. 
They  will  meet  together  at  the  Bryan 
First  Brethren  Church  to  hear  a  con- 
cert by  Ashland  Park  Street  member 
Linda  Ebert. 

The  United  Bible  Societies  distrib- 
uted an  all-time  high  of  just  over  600 
million  (600,128,459)  copies  of  Scrip- 

Biblical  Birds 

(continued  from  page  21) 
Although  Job  was  one  of  the  finest 
naturalists  of  antiquity,  the  ostrich's 
behavior  perplexed  him  (Job  38:13- 
17).  This  huge,  flightless  bird,  which 
runs  with  an  ungainly  gait,  left  its 
eggs  out  in  the  desert  where  they 
could  be  broken  or  preyed  upon.  But 
then,  there  aren't  many  places  where 
a  two  hundred  pound  bird  can  leave  a 
clutch  of  a  dozen  eggs,  each  the  size  of 
a  melon.  Still,  Job  was  discouraged, 
and  concluded  the  ostrich  behaves  the 
way  it  does  "Because  God  hath  dep- 
rived her  of  wisdom,  neither  hast  he 
imparted  to  her  understanding"  (Job 
39:17). 

The  ostriches  and  their  antics, 
which  perplexed  Job,  can  be  observed 
today  in  Israeli  nature  reserves  deep 
in  the  Negev  Desert.  But  one  doesn't 
have  to  travel  miles  to  be  a 
birdwatcher.  Special  birdwalks  have 
been  designed  throughout  the  country, 
and  public  observation  blinds  built  in 
birding  areas. 


ture  in  1986.  Of  this  total,  289  million 
(289,486,970)  copies  were  distributed 
by  the  American  Bible  Society  (ABS). 
The  ABS  total  included  100  million 
copies  that  were  distributed  in  the 
U.S.  and  189  million  that  were  distrib- 
uted overseas.  Looking  to  the  future, 
ABS  has  announced  plans  for  a  Scrip- 
ture distribution  program  designed 
not  only  to  persuade  a  million  Ameri- 
can Teenagers  to  "Act  Now  —  Go 
With  The  Word,"  but  also  to  show 
them  how  to  go  about  it.  Created  for 
and  largely  by  Christian  teens  from 
input  they  provided,  "Act  Now"  is  the 
largest  single  Scripture-sharing  proj- 
ect for  young  people  undertaken  by 
the  ABS  since  it  was  founded  in  1816. 

U.S.  Senator  Mark  Hatfield  (R- 

OR)  received  the  "Faithful  Service 
Award"  from  the  Social  Action  Com- 
mission of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  during  the  NAE  Conven- 
tion held  March  3-5  in  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Senator  Hatfield  was  presented  the 


award  during  the  Social  Action  Com- 
mission luncheon,  for  which  he  was 
the  speaker.  Hatfield  told  those  at- 
tending the  luncheon  that  in  spite  of 
all  the  technological  and  financial  re- 
sources available  to  Christians  today, 
"the  moral  underpinnings  and  values 
of  our  society  face  the  greatest  chal- 
lenge of  all  time."  He  urged  his  listen- 
ers "to  radically  transform  the  envi- 
ronment in  which  God"  has  placed 
them,  but  warned  against  attempts  to 
"Christianize"  the  institutions  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Jim  Purcell  and  Herbert  Nehlsen 
received  "Helping  Hands  Awards" 
from  the  World  Relief  Corporation  of 
NAE  during  the  March  NAE  Conven- 
tion. Purcell,  from  the  U.S.  State  De- 
partment and  known  for  "being  able  to 
put  out  multiple  fires  around  the 
world,"  was  praised  for  his  work  with 
refugee  resettlement.  Nehlsen  works 
in  Africa  with  the  Christian  and  Mis- 
sionary Alliance  and  World  Relief. 


In  Memory 

Merritt  E.  Oplinger,  87,  April  1.  Member 
of  the  First  Brethren  of  Ardmore  and 
former  member  of  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  South  Bend.  Services  by  Gene  A. 
Eckerley,  pastor  of  the  Ardmore  First 
Brethren  Church. 

James  Moore,  58,  March  28.  Member  of 
The  Brethren  Church  in  Lebanon.  Services 
by  Robert  Dillard,  pastor. 
Harold  (Mike)  Millikin,  73,  March  17. 
Member  for  40  years  of  The  Brethren 
Church  in  New  Lebanon,  which  he  served 
as  Sunday  school  superintendent  and  as- 
sistant moderator.  Services  by  Robert 
Dillard,  pastor. 

Cloyd  Frank  Fogleman,  70,  March  16. 
Member  of  the  Garber  Brethren  Church  of 
Ashland.  Services  by  Smith  Rose,  interim 
pastor. 

Rhea  Moherman,  93,  March  9.  Member  of 
the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Michael  Gleason,  Minister  of 
Evangelism  and  Discipleship. 
Mrs.  Alice  Glee  Johnson,  94,  March  6. 
Charter  member  of  the  Manteca,  Calif., 
Brethren  Church  (now  the  Northgate  Com- 
munity Brethren  Church)  and  the  last  of 
the  charter  members  of  this  congregation. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Cecil  H.  Johnson 
(who  preceded  her  in  death),  who  served 
Brethren  pastorates  in  Udell,  Iowa;  Falls 
City,  Neb.;  Fort  Scott,  Kans.;  and  Stockton, 
Calif.  A  memorial  scholarship  has  been  es- 
tablished at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
in  memory  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  by 
their  son  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
(Ella  Mae)  Johnson. 

Alma  Witmer,  90,  March  4.  Member  of  the 
Ashland    Park    Street    Brethren    Church. 
Services  by  Arden  E.  Gilmer,  pastor. 
Mrs.  Vivian  Botteicher,  73,  February  23. 


Member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Services  by  Carl  Phillips,  pastor. 
Lillian  Winfield,  67,  February  23. 
Member  since  1953  and  deaconess  of  the 
Dayton  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church.  Serv- 
ices by  Dennis  Wilson,  former  pastor,  and 
W.  St.  Clair  Benshoff,  interim  pastor. 
Vera  Thonn,  83,  February  14.  Member  for 
50  years  and  WMS  treasurer  for  30  years 
of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Muncie. 
Services  by  Keith  Bennett,  pastor. 

Weddings 

Cindy  Byers  to  Tim  Angle,  March  31,  at 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Pleasant  Hill; 
Robert  Westfall,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Dawn  Schleinitz  to  Chris  Deeter,  March 
22,  at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Pleas- 
ant Hill;  Rev.  Calvin  Cheek  officiating. 
Bride  a  member  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  First 
Brethren  Church. 

Cherrie  Ann  Fakes  to  Terry  Marvin 
Dillman,  February  14,  at  the  Mexico 
Church  of  the  Brethren;  Mark  Britton,  pas- 
tor of  the  Corinth  Brethren  Church,  of- 
ficiating. Groom  a  member  of  the  Corinth 
Brethren  Church. 

Goldenaires 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Percy  Miller,  50th,  April 
17.  Members  of  The  Brethren  Church  in 
New  Lebanon. 

Truman  and  Dorothy  Myer,  50th,  March 
27.  Members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  Flora. 

Membership  Growth 

St.  James:  2  by  baptism,  3  by  transfer 

Sarasota:  3  by  baptism,  6  by  transfer 

New  Lebanon:  4  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)* 

HAPPY  EASTER 

Do  you  know  why  we  have  Easter?  It's  not  to  find  eggs  and  candy.  It's  not  bunnies  and 
chicks.  Easter  is  more,  much  more.  Easter  is  the  happiest  day  of  the  year.  Do  you  know  why? 

When  God  made  the  world,  it  was  beautiful  and  perfect.  But  it  didn't  stay  that  way  because 
of  sin.  (God  calls  badness  sin.) 

God  was  sad.  He  couldn't  let  sinners  into  His  heavenly  home  where  there  is  no  sin.  How 
could  sin  be  taken  away?  Only  by  someone  who  had  never  ever  sinned.  Only  by  someone  who 
would  be  willing  to  be  punished  and  die  for  all  the  sinners  in  the  world.  Who  was  that  someone? 
It  was  Jesus,  God's  Son! 

Jesus  came  to  earth  as  a  baby  and  grew  into  a  man.  He  showed  people  how  to  live.  He  told 
people  about  God  and  He  helped  them.  He  never  sinned. 

But  wicked  people  lied  about  Him  and  beat  Him  and  nailed  Him  to  a  cross.  Jesus,  who 
never  sinned,  died  on  that  cross  for  the  sins  of  all  the  people  on  earth.  His  friends  sadly  laid  Him 
in  a  tomb. 

Is  this  the  end  of  the  story?  No!  On  the  third  day  —  on  a  Sunday  morning,  the  first  Easter 
morning  —  Jesus  came  out  of  the  tomb  —  ALIVE!  People  saw  Him  and  talked  with  Him  and  ate 
with  Him. 

Then  one  day  He  went  back  to  heaven  —  back  to  God  His  Father. 

Now,  if  we  believe  Jesus  died  for  us  and  tell  God  we  are  sorry  for  our  sins,  we  too  will  one 
day  go  to  heaven  to  live  with  our  heavenly  Father  and  Jesus  our  Savior.  HAPPY  EASTER! 


A  Message  From  the  Tomb 

When  Jesus'  friends  went  to  the  tomb  the  first  Easter  morning,  Jesus  was  not  there.  An 
angel  was  there  with  a  message  for  them.  To  find  the  message,  color  the  numbered  rocks:  1  = 
red;  2  =  blue;  3  =  green.  Then  write  the  message  on  these  lines. 
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What  do  these  27  Brethren  churches 

have  in  common? 


Ashland  Park  Street                                Bethlehem 

Bloomingdale 

Bradenton 

Burlington               Carmel               College 

Corner 

Garber 

Hagerstown 

Highland                             Icard 

Kokomo 

Loree 

Meadow  Crest 

Mount  Olive 

New  Lebanon 

New  Paris                     Oakville 

Pleasant  View 

Roanoke 

Saint  Petersburg 

Sarver 

Scioto 

Smoky  Row              Town  and  Country 

Tucson 

Warsaw 

They  all  subscribe  to  the 

Evangelist 

for  every  family  in  their  congregation. 

They  believe  that  church  ties  go  beyond  the  local  congregation. 

They  believe  that  it  is  important  for  their  members  to  know  what  is  happening  in  other 
Brethren  churches  and  at  the  district  and  national  level  of  the  church. 

They  agree  with  the  last  two  General  Conference  Moderators,  who  both  recommended 
(with  the  support  of  General  Conference)  that  every  Brethren  church  set  a  goal  of  100% 
of  its  family  units  becoming  subscribers  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 

What  about  your  church? 


Shouldn't  it  subscribe  to  the  Evangelist 
for  every  family  in  its  membership? 

Shouldn't  it  join  these  congregations  —  Bloomingdale, 
Bradenton,  Burlington,  College  Corner,  Hagerstown, 
New  Paris,  Pleasant  View,  Warsaw  —  all  of  which 
have  become  100%  subscription  churches  in  the  past 
two  years,  as  recommended  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence Moderators? 

Urge  your  congregation  to  subscribe  to  the  Evangelist 
for  every  family  —  to  become  a  "100%  subscription 
church."  And  if  you  are  an  officer  or  official  board 
member,  exercise  your  leadership  to  bring  this  about. 

You  receive  the  Evangelist. 

Don't  you  think  every  family 
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in  your  church  should? 


^ol° 


'4.  ■•- 


i~  O  CO 

CO  CJ  Lii 

M  X 

IlIG 

LU  Z 

^  h-  <E 

LLi  id  >- 


r-   CJ   !~ 
UJ  Z  £E 

J-i-      '•■*.     U-J 


LU  iX| 


Ashland  College 
Memorial 
Chapel 

See  pages 
8,21 


Funderburg  Library 

MANCHESTER  COLLE 

North  Manchester,  IN  4 


562 


the 
salt 
shaker 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


Gold-Plated  Tissue  Holders 


THIS  SPRING  has  been  a  rather 
disheartening  one  for  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  First,  we  had  media  at- 
tention focused  upon  the  alleged  life 
or  death  financial  crisis  of  a  noted 
television  evangelist.  Then  came  the 
beehive  of  media  attention  around 
the  resignation  of  another  TV 
preacher  —  and  the  subsequent 
charges  that  flew  from  one  TV  evan- 
gelist to  another.  It  was  a  shameful 
sight  leading  up  to  Easter.  Suddenly 
it  was  being  said  that  the  TV  minis- 
tries had  become  the  TV  mini-series. 

We  provide  the  support 

These  ministries  are  supported  by 
Christians  like  you  and  me  through- 
out the  United  States.  Over  the 
years,  in  my  pastoral  calling  to  shut- 
ins  and  my  contacts  with  those  at- 
tending services,  I  have  been  unable 
to  avoid  the  various  indications  of 
support  for  the  electronic  ministries. 

I  have  seen  plaques  in  the  homes 
of  shut-ins  that  read,  "Something 
good  is  going  to  happen  to  you 
today."  Men  come  to  church  services 
with  fishhooks  or  "Jesus  First"  pens 
on  their  lapels.  A  person  would  have 
to  be  totally  unobservant  not  to 
notice  that  many  television  minis- 
tries are  supported  out  of  the 
meager  savings  and  tiny  social  se- 
curity checks  of  shut-ins  and  even 
nursing  home  patients.  These  faith- 
ful supporters  would  not  believe  that 
some  of  these  electronic  preachers 
have  limousines  and  private  jets, 
gold-plated  toilet  tissue  holders,  and 
homes  that  equal  those  of  the  "rich 
and  famous." 


Several  of  these  ministries  receive 
more  than  a  million  dollars  per 
week,  because  of  the  consistent  giv- 
ing of  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
people.  One  ministry  took  in  $129 
million  last  year! 

The  leaders  of  these  ministries 
have  an  awesome  responsibility  — 
to  be  faithful  stewards  of  God's 
money  that  is  being  entrusted  to 
them.  And  herein  lies  the  problem 
—  accountability. 

We  Christians  are  to  blame  for  the 
problem.  Yes,  you  heard  me  right.  I 
am  convinced  that  those  tens  of 
thousands  of  givers  who  freely  re- 
spond to  appeals  without  ever  ques- 
tioning the  appeal  or  calling  for  ac- 
countability are  to  blame. 

Suppose  you  received  $52  million 
a  year.  How  would  you  use  it? 
Would  you  fly  in  a  private  jet?  Live 
in  a  half-million-dollar  home?  You 
say,  "No,  I  wouldn't!"  But  that's  easy 
to  say,  since  you've  never  faced  the 
temptation.  Satan  is  powerful,  and 
he  loves  to  distract  people  from  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.  Perhaps  you 
wouldn't  get  sidetracked  if  you  were 
a  leader  of  one  of  those  ministries.  I 
hope  you  wouldn't.  But  you  can  at 
least  understand  the  problem. 

Demand  accountability 

The  way  this  situation  can  be  cor- 
rected is  for  each  of  us  to  call  to  ac- 
count those  ministries  that  ask  us 
for  money.  How  can  we  do  this?  By 
simply  asking  for  a  financial  report 
of  how  monies  are  spent.  Then  look 
at  how  much  is  spent  for  administra- 
tion, for  buildings,  for  cameras,  and 


at  how  much  goes  to  starving  chil- 
dren or  to  the  boat  people.  And  what 
is  the  lifestyle  of  the  leader  of  the 
ministry? 

These  are  legitimate  questions, 
questions  you  should  ask  before  giv- 
ing to  a  ministry.  If  you're  rebuffed 
when  you  ask  for  this  information, 
then  tell  the  ministry  to  forget  it. 
Plenty  of  other  ministries  will 
gladly  respond  to  your  questions. 

Another  legitimate  question  to 
ask  of  any  ministry  interested  in  re- 
ceiving your  money  (and  what 
ministry  isn't?)  is  whether  it  belongs 
to  the  Evangelical  Council  for  Fi- 
nancial Accountability.  If  it  doesn't, 
then  I  question  its  legitimacy.  Un- 
less it  has  a  good  reason  for  not  be- 
longing —  one  that  satisfies  me  —  I 
will  not  support  the  ministry. 

If  you  would  like  a  list  of  the 
members  of  this  council,  all  you 
need  to  do  is  write  to  the  Evangeli- 
cal Council  for  Financial  Accounta- 
bility, 1825  Eye  Street,  N.W.,  Suite 
400,  Washington,  DC  20006.  Per- 
haps the  ECFA  is  located  on  Eye 
Street  so  that  it  can  keep  an  "eye" 
on  Christian  ministries. 

A  Christian  house-cleaning 

The  very  reason  the  ECFA  came 
into  being  was  because  of  the  kind  of 
thing  that  recently  happened. 
Perhaps  these  events  will  cause 
Christian  ministries  to  "clean 
house"  and  call  Christian  people  to 
greater  responsibility.  After  all,  we 
need  to  act  as  responsible  stewards 
ourselves;  we  don't  want  or  need  the 
government  to  do  it  for  us. 

If  Christians  practice  responsible 
stewardship,  the  church  will  be 
stronger  for  it,  and  God  will  receive 
greater  glory.  That  should  be  our 
prayer.  Let's  not  blame  the  TV 
preachers.  Let's  put  the  blame 
where  it  belongs  —  in  our  own  back- 
yards. As  a  sign  in  a  Washington, 
D.C.,  office  says,  "If  you  could  kick 
the  person  responsible  for  most  of 
your  troubles,  you  wouldn't  be  able 
to  sit  down  for  weeks." 

Gold-plated  toilet  tissue  holders 
were  installed  because  we  never 
asked  how  they  used  our  money.  Be- 
sides, they  were  a  bit  premature. 
Such  items  should  only  be  hung  in 
those  "mansions  in  heaven,"  where 
the  streets  are  paved  with  gold  and 
gutters  are  lined  with  silver.  Yes, 
they  were  just  a  bit  premature,    [t] 
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For  many  older  Brethren,  particularly  older  members  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  the  Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel  and  the  name 
Mrs.  U.  J.  Shively  are  closely  associated,  since  Mrs.  Shively  played  such  an 
important  part  in  bringing  about  the  construction  of  this  building.  Therefore 
it  is  appropriate  that  an  issue  of  the  Evangelist  that  features  an  article 
about  Mrs.  Shively  should  have  a  picture  of  the  chapel  on  its  cover.  The  arti- 
cle is  on  pages  8-10.  But  the  chapel  is  featured  for  another  reason:  the  in- 
terior of  the  35-year-old  building  underwent  major  renovation  during  the 
past  several  months.  See  a  report  of  this  remodeling  on  page  21. 

Answers  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

A.  1st:  1.  day,  2.  night;  2nd:  heaven  (or  sky);  3rd:  1.  land,  2.  seas  (or 
water);  3.  plants;  4th:  1.  sun,  2.  moon,  3.  stars;  5th:  1.  sea  animals,  2.  birds; 
6th:  1.  land  animals,  2.  man  (or  people);  On  the  7th  day  God  rested. 

B.  1.  everything;  2.  nothing;  3.  six;  4.  one. 

C.  1.  water;  2.  sky;  3.  land. 

D.  l,b;  2,a;  3,d;  4,c. 
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FANNING 
THE  FLAME 


A  report  and  four  evaluations  of  the 
National  Forum  on  the  Future  of 
The  Brethren  Church. 


ON  April  7,  1987,  121  members 
and  friends  of  The  Brethren 
Church  met  at  a  Holiday  Inn  near 
Columbus,  Ohio,  to  discuss  the  fu- 
ture of  the  denomination  and  to  fan 
the  "Low  Flame  Burning."  *  The  oc- 
casion was  the  National  Forum  on 
the  Future  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
an  ad  hoc  meeting  convened  by  Dr. 
Charles  Munson  and  other  Brethren 
concerned  about  the  life  and  health 
of  the  church. 

This  was  an  open  Forum,  so  any- 
one interested  could  attend.  Of  the 

*See  "A  Low  Flame  Burning"  by  Dr. 
Charles  Munson  in  the  September  1986 
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121  who  did,  almost  half  (57)  were 
Brethren  pastors  or  ordained  elders 
serving  in  other  positions.  Eighty- 
nine  of  those  present  were  men,  32 
were  women.  The  largest  number 
(53)  came  from  the  Ohio  District,  fol- 
lowed closely  by  the  Indiana  District 
with  40.  Fifteen  came  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania District,  five  from  the  Cen- 
tral District,  four  from  the  South- 
eastern District,  and  one  from  the 
Northern  California  District.  Three 
were  interested  non-Brethren. 

The  Forum  began  at  11:30  a.m., 
with  Brethren  getting  on  their 
knees  for  a  time  of  prayer,  led  by  Dr. 
Munson.   Dr.   Munson  then  turned 


ROOTS 

An  evaluation,  by  Dr.  Charles  R.  Munson. 


WE  were  not  seeking  our  roots 
when  we  met  at  the  National 
Forum  on  the  Future  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church;  we  were  seeking  grass- 
roots participation  in  the  process  of 
seeking  to  know  the  current  and  fu- 
ture Brethren  Church.  This  was  not 
a  committee  meeting,  but  rather  an 
effort  to  get  to  the  heart  of  some  of 
the  good  news  and  bad  news  about 
the  church. 

The  Forum  accomplished  some  of 
this.  We  talked  in  the  large  group 
and  we  talked  in  small  groups,  and 
issues  were  handled  reasonably 
well.  Obviously  the  time  factor  lim- 
ited some  matters  needing  more  dis- 
cussion. But  it  was  a  good  start.  And 
if  the  judgment  of  a  number  of 
people  is  correct,  we  need  more  time 
to  just  talk  things  out.  Some  said 
that  we  need  time  at  General  Con- 


ference or  at  Pastors'  Conference  — 
or  at  other  called  times  —  to  talk 
and  plan  and  probe  our  future. 

We  believe  that  God  does  have  a 
future  for  us,  and  we  need  to  get  ex- 
cited and  see  what  it  is.  "Our  future 
is  as  bright  as  the  promises  of  God." 
This  can  be  more  than  a  cliche,  if  we 
want  it  to  be. 

How  good  it  was  to  be  on  our 
knees  in  humble  devotion  to  our 
Lord!  We  bowed  before  Him  in  sub- 
mission, seeking  His  will  for  us.  Be- 
lieving Him  and  waiting  on  Him,  we 
prayed  with  an  air  of  expectancy. 
We  may  have  made  history;  we  will 
look  back  100  years  from  now  and 
see  if  that  is  true. 

Issues  discussed  were:  goals  and 

philosophy  of  ministry;  evangelism 

and     discipleship;     denominational 

(continued  on  next  page) 


the  session  over  to  Rev.  Leroy  Sol- 
omon, who  served  as  expediter  and 
timekeeper  for  the  day.  For  the  next 
half  hour,  any  person  who  so  desired 
was  given  an  opportunity,  in  one 
short  sentence,  to  identify  an  area  of 
concern  he  or  she  sees  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church. 

During  lunch  which  followed,  sev- 
eral persons  sorted  through  these 
concerns  and  grouped  them  into 
eleven  categories:  goals/philosophy 
of  ministry;  evangelism/discipleship; 
denominational  concerns;  vision/ 
common  purpose;  spirituality/ 
nuture;  worship;  Christian  educa- 
tion/youth/ministerial recruitment; 
church  planting;  relationship  build- 
ing/conflict management;  social  con- 
cerns; and  hermeneutics. 

After  lunch  the  entire  body  looked 
at  each  of  these  areas  of  concern  in 
turn,  with  anyone  who  wished  being 
given  up  to  two  minutes  to  elaborate 
on  the  concern  under  consideration. 
Then  the  body  divided  into  eleven 
small  groups,  each  of  which  spent 
the  next  75  minutes  interacting  on 
one  of  the  eleven  areas  of  concern. 
Each  group  was  to  define  the  prob- 
lem embodied  in  the  concern,  iden- 
tify solutions,  suggest  ways  of  imple- 
menting these  solutions,  and  desig- 
nate what  person,  board,  or  commit- 
tee in  the  church  could  best  oversee 
implementation.  (Notes  from  these 
small  group  sessions  have  been 
typed  and  distributed  to  the  appro- 
priate person,  board  or  committee.) 

During  the  final  hour  of  the 
Forum,  the  leader  of  each  small 
group  gave  a  report  to  the  entire 
body  of  the  group's  interaction.  The 
Forum  then  concluded  at  5:00  p.m. 
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concerns  (accountability,  steward- 
ship, pastoral  internship,  organiza- 
tional structure);  vision;  spirituality 
and  nuture;  worship;  Christian  edu- 
cation, youth,  and  ministerial  re- 
cruitment; church  planting;  re- 
lationship building  and  conflict 
management;  social  concerns;  and 
our  hermeneutic. 

Obviously  we  didn't  resolve  the  is- 
sues, but  we  have  some  idea  of  what 
they  are.  We  now  need  to  decide 
what  to  do  next. 

I  came  away  feeling  confident 
that,  among  other  things,  we  need  to 
unite  in  prayer,  requesting  laborers 
for  the  harvest  field,  just  as  our  Lord 
said.  And,  in  crass  business  terms, 
we  need  to  ask  ourselves,  "What  is 
our  product  and  are  we  producing 
it?"  If  not,  why  aren't  we? 


Small  groups  (like  the  one  above,  with  others  in  the  background)  analyzed  the  con- 
cerns raised  by  the  gathering  in  an  attempt  to  define  the  problems,  identify  solutions, 
and  devise  ways  to  implement  these  solutions. 


It  Was  Worth  It! 

A  pastor's  perspective,  by  Rev.  Brian  H.  Moore. 


AS  WE  DROVE  slowly  through 
the  fog,  having  risen  early  in 
order  to  reach  our  destination  on 
time,  we  said  to  each  other,  "This 
meeting  had  better  be  good!  This 
trip  had  better  be  worth  our  while!" 
And  it  was!  We  arrived  home  at  1:30 
a.m.,  having  driven  through  the  Ap- 
palachians in  yet  more  fog.  And  it 
was  still  worth  all  the  tense  driving 
and  loss  of  sleep! 
Here  are  some  of  my  observations 

Rev.  Moore  is  pastor  of  the  St.  James, 
Md.,  Brethren  Church. 


regarding  the  first  National  Forum 
on  the  Future  of  The  Brethren 
Church: 

First,  with  120  Brethren  gathered 
in  one  place  to  pray  and  consider 
tomorrow,  it  was  reminiscent  of 
another  gathering  of  like  number  for 
a  similar  purpose.  We  began  on  our 
knees;  so  did  that  first  120.  What  a 
movement  came  from  that!  We  have 
every  reason,  if  we  need  reasons  at 
all,  to  believe  that  something  sig- 
nificant for  God  and  mankind  will 
come  of  this. 

Second,    the    agenda    was    deter- 


A  Bright  Light 


A  woman's  point  of  view,  by  Mrs.  Winifred  Millat. 


THE  HAND  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
us  as  the  National  Forum  met 
in  Columbus.  From  the  beginning, 
the  atmosphere  was  electric  with  an- 
ticipation. As  we  knelt  in  prayer  for 
guidance  and  wisdom,  we  knew  He 
heard  us. 

Our  response  was  overwhelming, 
issuing  forth  in  a  stream  of  com- 
ments listing  our  present  practical 
and  spiritual  problems,  our  im- 
mediate concern  for  these,  and  our 
hopes  for  our  future  as  a  church. 

The  good  response  extended  into 

Mrs.  Millat  is  a  laywoman  in  the  Hill- 
crest  Brethren  Church  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 


eleven  individual  groups  assigned 
topics  for  discussion  and  ways  for  ac- 
ceptable implementation  for  the  en- 
tire church  body. 

There  followed  an  hour  when  the 
whole  assembly  reported  upon  its 
findings.  Yes,  the  low  flame  burning 
had  burst  into  a  bright  light  before 
us,  bringing  hopes  for  another  meet- 
ing to  discuss  results  and  concepts. 

I  left  that  meeting  knowing  that 
"there  is  nothing  so  powerful  as  an 
idea  whose  time  has  come."  Breth- 
ren, it  is  that  time  for  us  once  again. 
Get  up,  join  the  Army  of  the  Living 
God.  Move  out  and  on  to  this  victory 
He  has  ordained  for  us. 


mined  by  the  constituency,  not  pre- 
determined by  any  supposed  elite 
group.  In  this  we  were  true  to  our 
nature  as  Brethren.  Everyone  had 
opportunity  to  contribute  if  he  or  she 
so  desired. 

Third,  this  event  showed  some- 
thing of  the  potential  of  a  group  of 
believers  who  set  their  minds  to 
work  on  challenging  subjects,  such 
as  a  philosophy  of  ministry,  disci- 
pleship,  vision,  worship,  and  her- 
meneutics.  Quite  a  contrast  to  tedi- 
ous discussions  of  legalia  (to  coin  a 
word)  about  things  that  don't  matter 
in  the  end! 

Fourth,  as  each  small  group  re- 
ported back  to  the  plenary  session,  it 
became  obvious  to  me  that  we,  as  a 
church  organization,  already  have 
the  channels  for  implementation  of 
nearly  all  suggestions  that  were 
made.  We  don't  need  to  create  new 
boards,  committees,  and  the  like  at 
this  time.  Rather,  existing  entities 
need  to  determine  if  they  are  doing 
the  best  things  in  the  present.  Are 
we  addressing  the  future  creatively, 
or  are  we  simply  maintaining? 

Fifth,  the  location,  facilities,  meal, 
etc.,  were  very  fine.  Ease  of  access, 
parking,  freedom  of  movement 
within  the  facilities  were  helpful. 

Sixth,  the  strictness  of  the 
timekeeper  was  a  necessity  for  a 
meeting  of  this  format.  Good  job,  Lee 
Solomon! 

Here  are  some  suggestions  for  a 
future  Forum  on  the  Future: 

First,  while  a  bubbling  fountain  is 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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helpful  in  creating  an  atmosphere  of 
conviviality,  it  is  not  very  helpful  in 
facilitating  small  group  discussion.  I 
suggest  that,  next  time,  we  move  the 
fountain  to  a  distant  corner  so  we 
can  hear  our  group  leader. 

Second,  in  some  future  Forum,  it 
would  be  helpful  to  have  some  ini- 
tial input  from  a  futurist  among  us. 
Dreamers  are  quite  often  misun- 
derstood (e.g.,  Joseph),  but  it  would 
be  stimulating  to  have  some  creative 
input  to  awaken  us  to  greater  pos- 
sibilities. 

Third,  my  first  two  suggestions 
imply  the  need  for  something 
further,  so:  Bravo!  Encore!  Let's  do  it 
again! 


During  the  final  session,  each  small  group  (like  the  one  above)  reported  its  findings  to 
the  entire  gathering.  Tapes  of  this  summary  session  are  available  from  Charles  Munson, 
910  Center  Street,  Ashland,  OH  44805  (send  $3.00  per  tape  for  shipping  and  handling). 


Laborers  Together 

Personal  reflections,  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Hahn. 


ON  April  7,  1987, 1  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  the  Na- 
tional Forum  on  the  Future  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  Upon  arrival  at 
the  Holiday  Inn,  I  was  impressed 
with  the  lovely  facilities.  But  most 
importantly,  I  was  excited  with  the 
excellent  turn-out  of  friendly  and 
loving  Brethren  people. 

My  impressions  of  the  activities  of 
the  Forum  are  many.  I  would  like  to 
share  just  a  few: 

From  the  opening  session,  I  sensed 
a  desire  by  those  present  to  please 
the  Lord  in  all  deliberations.  The 
genuine  concerns,  which  were  pre- 
sented with  total  freedom  of  expres- 
sion, were  indicative  that  all  of  us 
were  there  to  find  the  mind  of  God 
and  to  begin  the  process  of  seek- 
ing the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

Mr.  Hahn  is  a  layman  in  the  Fremont, 
Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church. 


for  the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

A  strong  sense  of  destiny  was  evi- 
dent, as  the  Brethren  came  together 
for  a  common  purpose,  which,  I  felt, 
was  to  seek  ways  for  The  Brethren 
Church  to  successfully  continue  its 
mission  in  the  future  —  all  under 
the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
with  the  leadership  of  godly  men 
and  women  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

I  was  impressed  with  the  defini- 
tion of  concerns;  the  zealous  desire 
to  address  these  concerns;  and  the 
intelligent  reactions  and  responses 
to  the  concerns. 

The  age  mix  of  the  participants 
was  excellent.  I  was  totally  im- 
pressed with  the  number  of  young 
pastors  in  The  Brethren  Church. 
They  are  godly,  caring,  and  articu- 
late men.  This  is  a  great  asset  to  our 
small  denomination.  I  believe  their 
devotion  to  the  church  indicates 
that   the    future   of  The    Brethren 


Church  will  be  in  good  hands. 

When  I  left  the  Forum,  I  felt  much 
had  been  accomplished  in  just  a  few 
hours.  Some  of  the  accomplishments 
were:  (1)  an  excellent  menu  of  con- 
cerns was  developed;  (2)  a  realiza- 
tion had  come  about  that  to  main- 
tain the  Brethren's  historical  Chris- 
tian perspective  in  a  contem- 
porary world,  action  —  aggressive 
action  —  is  necessary  to  address 
these  concerns;  and  (3)  a  strong  de- 
sire and  zealous  spirit  by  those  pres- 
ent to  "get  to  work"  was  generated. 

GET  TO  WORK  would  be  my  hope.  I 
strongly  believe  the  Forum  was  a  tre- 
mendous impetus  for  us  to  be  about 
our  Father's  business  in  a  positive,  ag- 
gressive manner.  I  hope  various  Task 
Forces  will  be  organized,  with  strong, 
capable  leaders,  to  address  the  con- 
cerns and  to  develop  plans  and  imple- 
ment procedures  that  will  be  blessed 
by  the  Lord  and  insure  the  future  suc- 
cess and  growth  of  The  Brethren 
Church. 

May  God  bless  us  as  we  labor  to- 
gether for  Him. 


Q 


Pontius'  Puddle 


WHAT'S 

OUTKE 
TUBE? 


SMAE  JOMC--  SEX,  DRO&S. 
SREED,  HOSTILE  TAKEOVER 
ATTEMPTS,  DEATH  THREATS, 
LAWSOITS,  AMD  POLITICAL 

GArAfccrs--- 


SIG-H,  600V  TWMOr 
WE  HAVE  A 
CHOICE  BETWEEN 
CHRISTIAN  AND 
SECULAR  TV. 


I  AOrREE-  l-ETS 
SWITCH  TO  A 
SECOLAK  SHOW. 
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PEACE  POINTS  OF  VIEW 
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ALICE 
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IS   COMING   TO   GENERAL   CONFERENCE 

Wednesday  —  August  5  —  9:00  p.m. 

ENTERTAINING  -  MUSICAL   -   THOUGHTFUL 
COLORFUL   -  DRAMATIC  -  TRUTHFUL 

SPECTACULAR 
HOPEFUL 

Don't  Miss  It! 
(*' 'Alice  In  Blunderland") 


AND  FURTHERMORE  .  .  . 


Peace  Contact  Persons 

Churches  have  been  asked  to  designate  a  person  in  the  congregation  who 
is  willing  periodically  to  receive  announcements  and  literature  from  the 
Peace  Committee  —  and  to  share  that  information  with  the  congregation.  To 
date  (April  13)  these  38  churches  have  replied  (listed  in  no  sensible  sequence 
at  all): 


Mulvane 

Lanark 

Mt.  Olive 

Whitedale 

Milford 

Mexico 

Kokomo 

Highland 

Mt.  Olivet 


Trinity 
St.  James 
Loree 
St.  Luke 
Northwest 
Gretna 
N.  Liberty 
Teegarden 
Muncie 


Calvary 

Bryan 

Linwood 

Roanoke 

Sarver 

Smoky  Row 

New  Paris 

Hillcrest 

Sarasota 


Milledgeville 


Derby 
South  Bend 
Johnstown  III 
Valley 
Hagerstown 
Denver 
Jefferson 
Johnstown  II 
St.  Petersburg 


Brethren  Bible 


If  your  church  is  not  named, 
perhaps  you  could  volunteer  for  this 
important  task.  Contact  your  leader- 
ship; request  that  you  be  permitted 
to  answer  this  call  for  service.  (Then 
send  your  name  and  address  to  Phil 
Lersch,  6301-56th  Ave.,  North,  St. 
Petersburg,  FL  33709.) 

Dwight  Eisenhower  said: 

Every  gun  that  is  made,  every  war- 
ship launched,  every  rocket  fired  sig- 
nifies a  theft  from  those  who  hunger 
and  are  not  fed,  those  who  are  cold 
and  not  clothed. 


May  1987 


"A  Genius  Who  Appears  . . .  Only  Rarely" 

Nora  Early  (Mrs.  U.  J.)  Shively 
W.M.S.  President  -  1919-24,  1926-52 

Excerpts  from:  Faith  and  Fortitude 
Lives  of  W.M.S.  Presidents 

By  Jerry  and  Julie  Flora 


AT  the  close  of  the  nineteenth 
century  a  girl  from  Nappanee, 
Indiana,  attended  the  General  Con- 
ference of  The  Brethren  Church,  and 
then  served  afterward  on  the  Reso- 
lutions Committee  of  the  Indiana 
District  Conference.  Not  yet  20 
years  old,  she  was  already  dem- 
onstrating leadership  ability. 

Her  name  was  Nora  Early,  and 
she  was  born  November  21,  1880,  at 
North  Manchester,  Indiana.  When 
she  was  three,  her  family  moved  to 
Nappanee,  where  her  father  set  up 
his  law  practice.  From  that  time 
until  her  death  on  the  last  day  of 
1964,  Nappanee  was  her  home.  She 
crammed  great  quantities  of  work 
into  her  84  years,  and  her  leadership 
was  such  that,  even  before  she  died, 
she  was  virtually  a  legend  in  The 
Brethren  Church. 

Nora  Early  grew  up  in  Nappanee 
and  graduated  in  the  city's  first  high 
school  class  in  1898.  She  entered 
Ashland  College  in  the  fall,  but  was 
able  to  remain  only  a  few  months 
because  of  her  mother's  poor  health. 
Returning  home,  she  became  a  book- 
keeper for  the  Lamb  Brothers  fac- 
tory in  Nappanee.  In  April  1907  she 
and  Ulery  J.  Shively  were  married, 
and  three  children  were  born  to 
their  union. 

Dr.  Flora  is  a  professor  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  Mrs.  Flora  is  His- 
torian for  the  National  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society. 


Early  in  1916  Ashland  College 
sponsored  its  first  Bible  institute,  a 
week  of  intensive  training  in  Scrip- 
ture and  church  leadership  for  those 
who  could  not  be  regular  college  stu- 
dents. Nora  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
eight  graduates.  Forty-two  years 
later  Mary  Maud  Billman,  reflecting 
back  on  that  time,  wrote,  "In  1916- 
1917  we  began  some  institutes  to 
train  leaders.  That  was  the  way  we 
captured  Mrs.  U.  J.  Shively,  and 
what  a  captive!" 

Nora  was  at  that  time,  and  for 
several  years,  the  president  of  the 
Indiana  District  women's  organiza- 
tion. She  led  them  with  distinction. 
It  seemed  natural,  therefore,  when 
delegates  at  the  1919  General  Con- 
ference chose  her  as  the  tenth  presi- 
dent of  their  organization. 

In  1920,  she  led  the  WMS  in  es- 
tablishing a  new  three-year  program 
of  goals.  In  fact,  one  of  the 
trademarks  of  her  long  leadership 
was  the  frequent  use  of  specific  goals 
on  which  energy  and  program  could 
be  focused.  So  the  women  set  out  in 
1920  to  raise  their  national  member- 
ship to  3,500;  to  increase  Sisterhood 
enrollment  to  1,000;  to  achieve  a 
subscription  list  of  2,700  names  for 
The  Woman's  Outlook;  and  to  raise 
$10,000  for  their  own  mission  sta- 
tion. Responsible  stewardship,  faith- 
ful commitment,  and  prayerful  devo- 
tion were  hallmarks  of  Mrs. 
Shively's  service  and  leadership. 

When  the  delegates  assembled  for 


the  1924  General  Conference,  they 
learned  that  Mrs.  Shively  had  de- 
clined renomination  for  the  presi- 
dency. Her  family  and  numerous 
other  responsibilities  were  demand- 
ing her  attention. 

Two  years  later,  however,  Mrs. 
Shively  resumed  the  WMS  presi- 
dency. Several  programs  were  estab- 
lished which  reflected  the  major 
emphases  of  her  life  and  leadership. 
The  family  altar  was  one  of  the  1926 
goals;  in  1928  a  three-year  program 
was  begun  around  a  stewardship 
wheel  with  eight  spokes:  service, 
children,  prayer,  reading,  money,  in- 
fluence, time,  and  talents.  During 
the  depression  years,  Mrs.  Shively 
continued  to  communicate  strength 
through  her  Woman's  Outlook  arti- 
cles, such  as  "Hold  Fast  —  Go  For- 
ward." 

In  1939  there  was  the  heartbreak 
of  denominational  division  at  the 
General  Conference.  Mrs.  Shively 
was  then  nearly  sixty  years  of  age 
and  could  have  handed  over  the 
reins  to  a  younger  person.  But  times 
of  crisis  can  sometimes  best  be  met 
with  the  leadership  of  seasoned, 
wiser  heads.  So  when  Mrs.  Shively 
wrote  in  1940  on  "Marks  of  Prog- 
ress," the  article  was  a  call  to  faith 
and  fortitude.  At  that  year's  General 
Conference  she  was  honored  for  her 
20  years  of  service  to  the  WMS  as  its 
national  president,  more  than  dou- 
ble the  tenure  of  any  earlier  leader. 

Her   challenge   to   faith   was   re- 
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Mrs.  Shively  led  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  through  some  of  its 
finest  service  and  leanest  times,  and  retired  from  office  after  completing  the 
largest  project  in  the  organization's  history,  Memorial  Chapel.  The  affec- 
tion and  honor  in  which  she  was  held  have  no  parallel  in  the  century  of 
WMS  existence. 


newed  at  Conference  in  1941,  when 
a  goal  of  $2,000  was  set  toward  the 
building  of  a  chapel  on  the  Ashland 
College  campus.  The  dream  of  such 
a  project  was  already  about  20  years 
old  when  President  Shively  began  to 
push  for  it.  Many  in  1941  said  that  a 
$2,000  goal  was  too  high,  but  at  the 
next  Conference  coins  and  currency 
totaling  $2,887.72  were  received.  In 
spite  of  the  denominational  losses  in 
the  division  plus  the  entry  of  the 
United  States  into  World  War  II,  the 
Society  also  brought  in  the  largest 
Thank  Offering  ever  contributed  to 
that  time  —  nearly  $4,000.  For  the 
next  ten  years  the  Ashland  College 
chapel  project  was  to  become  the 
most  talked  about  and  worked-for  ef- 
fort in  the  history  of  the  WMS.  By 
1943  the  chapel  fund  had  grown  to 
over  $15,500. 

At  the  1946  General  Conference  it 
was  reported  that,  in  the  25  years  of 
Mrs.  Shively's  presidency,  the  WMS 
had  brought  in  contributions  total- 
ing more  than  $206,500  (the  largest 
amount,  almost  $65,000,  going  for 
missions  and  the  second  largest, 
nearly  $55,000,  to  Ashland  College). 

But  the  ever-restless  president 
continued  to  push  on.  With  all  the 
emphasis  on  the  college  chapel  proj- 
ect, she  did  not  forget  the  ultimate 


goal  of  this  effort.  In  November  1949 
she  wrote  "The  Influence  of  Mission 
Study  in  the  Church"  for  The 
Woman's  Outlook.  In  that  article,  as 
the  dream  of  her  life  began  to  look 
like  a  possible  reality,  she  reminded 
the  women  what  WMS  is  all  about. 
"We  have  often  been  told,"  she  said, 
"and  we  know  it  is  true  that  To  see 
a  need,  and  to  recognize  it  as  a  need, 
is  a  call  to  service.'.  .  . 

"The  important  thing  is  that  we 
know  of  the  need.  Having  learned 
this,  we  will  go  into  action.  Where 
there  is  no  knowledge,  there  is  no 
action.  Action  is  now  what  we  are 
seeking,  and  this  is  a  call  to  serv- 
ice. .  .  . 

"There  is  a  definite  need  today  in 
the  Brethren  Church  for  consecrated 
men  and  women  to  answer  the  call 
to  Christian  ministry,  to  serve  as 
missionaries,    Christian    laity,    etc. 


Below,  Albert 
Schwab,  Myron 
Kem,  Glenn  Clay- 
ton, and  Mrs. 
Shively  laying 
the  chapel  cor- 
nerstone in  1950. 
At  right,  the 
chapel  several 
years  after  com- 
pletion in  1952. 


The  Brethren  Church  should  pray 
much  and  earnestly  for  those  who 
will  answer  this  call  of  God  —  'Who 
will  go  for  us?'  Shall  we  meet  the 
challenge  with  surrendered  life  and 
money?" 

Cash  available  for  the  chapel  proj- 
ect in  1950  totaled  $46,000  —  not 
enough,  but  with  rising  costs  it 
seemed  imperative  to  begin  at  once. 
A  special  effort  was  made  to  enlarge 
the  chapel  fund  so  that  construction 
could  start  within  60  days.  The  ef- 
fort was  successful,  and  construction 
began. 

The  partially-finished  building 
was  the  talk  of  the  1951  Conference, 
which  produced  in  one  evening  a 
chapel  offering  of  $15,800.  Early  in 
1952  Ashland  College  was  able  to 
use  the  new  facility,  and  General 
Conference  dedicated  it  in  August. 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Mrs.  U.  J.  Shively 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
In  the  providence  of  God  the  new 
chapel  saved  the  college's  life  when 
Founders  Hall  burned  just  two 
months  later.  Classes  were  dis- 
missed for  one  week;  partitions  were 
built  in  the  chapel  basement  to 
allow  the  college  to  hold  classes. 
Today,  35  years  later,  the  partitions 
remain  in  the  chapel  basement, 
which  is  a  headquarters  for  Chris- 
tian activity  on  the  campus.  The 
building  is  named  Memorial  Chapel. 

At  the  same  General  Conference 
in  1952  during  which  the  Ashland 
College  chapel  was  dedicated,  Mrs. 
U.  J.  Shively  retired  after  31  years 
as  president  of  the  WMS.  By  every 
human  standard  of  measure,  she 
had  broken  all  records  set  by  all  of 
her  predecessors  in  that  office.  She 
had  led  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  through  some  of  its  finest 
service  and  leanest  times  and  re- 
tired from  office  after  completing  the 
largest  project  in  the  organization's 
history,  Memorial  Chapel.  The  affec- 
tion and  honor  in  which  she  was 
held  at  that  time  have  no  parallel  in 
the  century  of  WMS  existence. 

She  died  in  1964  on  the  last  day  of 
the  year  at  the  age  of  84.  At  her  fu- 
neral a  memorial  tribute  was  of- 
fered by  Ashland  College  President, 
Glenn  L.  Clayton,  with  whom  she 
had  worked  on  the  chapel  project. 
"From  time  to  time,"  he  wrote, 
"there  live  certain  persons  who  rise 


above  the  ordinary  and  catch  a  vi- 
sion of  what  might  be.  To  some  of 
these  is  imparted  the  gift  of  leader- 
ship and  the  ability  to  inspire  others 
to  reach  out  and  up  as  well.  .  .  . 

"Such  a  person  was  Mrs.  U.  J. 
Shively.  A  devoted  servant  of  the 
Lord,  she  saw  various  avenues  of 
witnessing  for  Him.  Because  she 
caught  a  vision  of  what  might  be, 
the  women  of  the  Brethren  Church 
joined  in  new  loyalty  and  devotion 
and  turned  their  eyes  toward  hori- 
zons hitherto  untouched.  Because 
she  was  blessed  with  the  ability  to 
lead,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Soci- 
ety of  the  church  reached  toward 
new  goals  and  achieved  them.  .  .  ." 

Edith  (Mrs.  Russell)  Rodkey, 
WMS  president  in  1965,  wrote  these 
words  about  her  predecessor: 

"On  Monday  afternoon  January  4, 
1965,  as  a  winter  sun  shone  on  the 
Union  Cemetery  near  Nappanee,  In- 
diana, I  watched  the  final  rites  for 
our  beloved  Mrs.  Shively.  As  I  stood 
there  I  prayed  that  the  strength, 
energy  and  enthusiasm  of  this  dear 
leader  might  be  evidenced  in  the 
Brethren  women  of  today  and  tomor- 
row. In  other  words,  I  was  praying 
for  the  Lord  to  raise  up  more  Mrs. 
Shivelys." 

Vision  .  .  .  faith  .  .  .  wisdom  .  .  . 
strength  .  .  .  energy  .  .  .  enthusiasm 
—  these  were  the  hallmarks  of  the 
life  and  leadership  of  this  remarka- 
ble lady,  "  a  genius  who  appears  .  .  . 
only  rarely."  [t] 
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W.M.S.  Presidents  (1887-1952)  M. 
Sterling,  L.  Harrison,  L.  Grossnickle,  V. 
Detwiler,  L.  Fike,  A.  Bowman,  M. 
Billman,  Weidner,  C.  Miller,  M.  Beach- 
ler,  N.  Shively  did  indeed  serve  and 
lead  with  .  .  . 

Faith  and  Fortitude. 

And  that  is  the  title  of  Jerry  and  Julie 
Flora's  new  book,  a  W.M.S.  centennial 
publication  available  at  General  Con- 
ference. 

Watch  for  it!  Buy  one  for  your  per- 
sonal and  church  library. 
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The  Bread  for  the  World  logo. 

AS  followers  of  Jesus,  we  are  all 
concerned  about  helping  feed 
hungry  people.  After  all,  one  of  His 
warnings  (Matt.  25:31-46)  indicates 
how  crucial  it  is  for  us  to  do  this. 

In  addition  to  Jesus'  warning,  we 
find  many  other  admonitions  in 
Scripture  to  care  for  the  poor.  James 
(2:14-17)  very  practically  spelled  out 
the  necessity  of  doing  something  for 
people  in  need.  And  one  of  the 
clearest  reminders  for  Christians  is 
found  in  1  John  3:17  and  18:  ".  .  .  let 
us  not  love  in  word  or  speech  but  in 
deed  and  in  truth." 

How  Can  We  Best  Help? 

How  can  we  best  help  hungry 
people?  That  is  the  problem.  There 
are  so  many,  and  we  are  so  few.  We 
try  to  be  faithful  in  giving  our 
money  to  World  Relief  —  and  this 
does  help,  especially  in  times  of 
crisis.  World  Relief  is  our  repre- 
sentative in  areas  of  famine  and 
other  disasters. 

But  in  addition  to  helping  in  times 
of  crisis,  how  can  we  help  attack  the 
root  causes  of  hunger?  We  need  ad- 
vice from  people  who  have  studied 
the  problems  and  defined  some  of 
these  causes.  We  need  to  know  what 
to  do  about  these  problems. 

Bread  for  the  World 

There  is  an  organization  that  of- 
fers us  help.  This  organization  does 
not  collect  nor  give  out  funds.  The 
only  money  it  requires  is  a  member- 
ship fee  of  $25  a  year.  The  organiza- 
tion, Bread  for  the  World,  is  a 
Christian  citizens'  movement,  run 
by  and  for  Christians  who  want  to 
mobilize  their  concern  and  energy 
by  helping  to  shape  public  policy. 

The  movement  began  in  1974  with 
14  people  and  has  now  grown  to 
40,000  members,  who  have  learned 
to  "lobby"  members  of  Congress  with 
letters,    mailgrams,    and   telephone 
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How  Can  We  Attack 
The  Causes  of  Hunger? 

An  introduction  to  the  work  of  Bread  for  the  World, 

by  Jean  Lersch,  chair  of  the  Social  Concerns  Committee. 


calls.  They  say,  "We  see  our  citizen- 
ship as  a  gift  from  God  that  can  help 
rid  the  nation  and  world  of  hunger. 
The  love  of  Christ  and  the  desperate 
need  of  others  compel  us." 

This  Christian  citizens'  lobbying 
group  enables  its  members  to  know 
how  and  when  to  contact  their  Con- 
gressional representatives  about  pol- 
icies that  will  help  the  desperately 
poor  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

We  are  privileged  to  live  in  a  gov- 
ernment that  is  representative.  But 
the  very  size  and  complexity  of  our 
political  system  oftentimes  inhibits 
us.  We're  afraid  to  try  to  approach 
our  senators  and  representatives  for 
fear  they  know  more  than  we  do. 
Maybe  we  don't  even  know  their 
names.  And  the  whole  system  of  vot- 
ing on  bills  seems  monumental.  We 
feel  powerless. 

Bread  for  the  World  regularly 
provides  its  members  the  following 
information: 

—  in-depth  background  papers  on  is- 
sues affecting  hunger.  That  way, 
members  can  read  for  themselves 
and  decide  which  of  these  issues  to 
concentrate  on. 

—  voting  records  of  all  senators  and 
representatives.  This  helps  people 
keep  track  of  how  their  representa- 
tives are  voting  on  all  bills  that  af- 
fect hunger. 

—  names  and  numbers  of  the  bills 
currently  being  considered  by  Con- 
gress. Bread  for  the  World  members 
can  then  refer  to  the  bills  in  a 
knowledgeable  way. 

—  examples  of  how  to  write  letters 
to  representatives.  This  gives  people 
the  confidence  they  need. 

—  news  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
about  people  who  are  writing  to 
their  Congressional  representatives 
and  getting  results.  Being  part  of 
this  network  of  concerned  Christians 
empowers  members  to  persevere  in 
their  efforts  to  combat  hunger. 


Some  of  the  Contributions 
Of  Bread  for  the  World 

1.  A  Child  Survival  Fund  was  es- 
tablished in  1984.  This  promotes 
better  nutrition  and  disease  preven- 
tion that  can  dramatically  reduce 
deaths  of  infants  and  children  in  de- 
veloping countries. 

2.  Even  before  the  African  famine 
was  displayed  on  network  television, 
Bread  for  the  World  was  working  on 
the  problem.  Their  efforts  helped  in 
getting  critical  aid  to  tens  of  mil- 
lions of  famine  victims  throughout 
Africa  from  1983  to  1985.  In  1985, 
influenced  by  letters  and  telephone 
calls  from  members  of  Bread  for  the 
World,  Congress  approved  $800  mil- 
lion in  emergency  aid,  more  than  tri- 
ple the  amount  requested  by  the  ad- 
ministration. 

3.  Bread  for  the  World  drafted 
legislation  and  marshaled  public 
support  for  two  grain  reserves, 
which  help  stabilize  grain  prices  and 
assure  a  grain  supply.  This  reserve 
was  used  during  the  African  famine. 

4.  BFW's  emphasis  has  always 
been  on  self-help  development.  The 
concern  is  to  help  people  work  their 
way  out  of  hunger  and  poverty. 

5.  One  of  the  concerns  of  the  or- 
ganization is  helping  small-scale 
farmers  increase  their  production. 
For  half  the  cost  of  sending  a  ton  of 
food  to  Africa  for  famine  relief,  an 
International  Fund  for  Agricultural 
Development  can  enable  farmers  to 
produce  an  additional  ton  of  food 
each  year  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

6.  Bread  for  the  World  believes 
that  world  security  can  be  increased 
more  through  enabling  people  to 
feed  and  clothe  themselves  than  by 
continuing  to  spend  money  on  more 
and  more  military  aid. 

7.  One  of  the  goals  reached  in 
1986  was  to  reduce  taxes  for  work- 
ing poor  people. 


Personal  Testimonies 

Here  is  the  testimony  of  one  BFW 
member:  "Bread  for  the  World  al- 
lows me  to  combine  my  faith  with 
very  practical  action.  I  had  never 
written  a  letter  to  a  politician  be- 
fore, or  been  able  to  talk  intelli- 
gently on  particular  issues.  It  was  a 
powerful  experience  to  discover  that 
I  could  have  a  significant  effect  on 
public  policy." 

I  myself  have  just  sent  letters  to 
my  two  senators,  urging  them  to 
lend  their  support  to  sponsoring  a 
bill  similar  to  the  Africa  Famine  Re- 
covery and  Development  Act  (H.  R. 
776).  I  was  enabled  to  describe  the 
provisions  in  that  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives (H.  R.)  bill  because  I 
had  read  the  Bread  for  the  World 
newsletter  which  comes  to  me 
monthly  with  new  information 
about  current  bills. 

One  of  the  values  of  membership 
in  this  organization  is  the  freedom 
to  select  one  or  two  of  the  hunger  is- 
sues for  your  concentration.  Most  of 
us  don't  have  time  to  address  them 
all.  But  we  can  study  one  or  two 
problems  and  help  inform  our  rep- 
resentatives of  our  concerns. 

Our  senators  and  representatives 
have  so  many  bills  to  consider.  They 
can't  possibly  have  the  information 
needed  to  make  wise  decisions  on  all 
of  them.  Many  industries  and  corpo- 
rations (tobacco  interests,  liquor  in- 
dustries, defense  contractors)  pay 
lobbyists  to  influence  the  people  in 
Congress.  Hunger  has  no  paid  lob- 
byists. That  job  is  up  to  the  followers 
of  Jesus,  who  left  instructions  to 
care  for  those  who  are  hungry, 
thirsty,  and  in  need  of  clothing. 

The  address  of  this  organization 
is: 

Bread  for  the  World 

802  Rhode  Island  Ave.,  N.E. 

Washington,  D.C.  20018  [t] 
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Remember  the  Days  of  Old,  Part  II 

Guidelines  for  setting  up  a  local  church  archives. 

By  John  Groby 


IN  last  month's  Evangelist  I  dis- 
cussed the  importance  of  preserv- 
ing our  historical  documents  and  ar- 
tifacts in  a  local  church  archives, 
and  presented  guidelines  on  how  to 
administer  such  an  archives.  In  this 
article  I  will  look  at  how  to  collect, 
arrange,  and  store  church  records 
and  artifacts,  and  present  guidelines 
for  writing  a  finding  aid. 

Collecting  materials 

Most  of  the  church  records  are 
probably  stored  in  the  church  build- 
ing, so  begin  your  search  there.  Of- 
fice files  and  storeroom  cabinets  are 
the  most  likely  spots,  but  records 
and  artifacts  often  stray  to  odd 
places,  so  search  the  building  care- 
fully, including  the  attic  and  the 
basement. 

As  you  locate  items,  make  notes  of 
where  they  were  found,  their  quan- 
tity, condition,  and  order,  before  you 
move  them.  These  notes  will  help 
you  write  the  finding  aid  later.  Also, 
never  throw  anything  away  until 
you  are  completely  familiar  with 
what  it  is  and  are  certain  it  has  no 
value. 

In  addition  to  those  items  in  the 
church  building,  older  members  of 
the  congregation  and  church  officers 
often  have  valuable  historical  items 
in  their  possession.  These  people 
should  be  encouraged,  by  way  of  an- 
nouncements in  the  church  bulletin 
and  the  church  services,  to  donate 
these  to  the  archives. 

As  items  are  donated,  you  may 
want  to  complete  a  deed  of  gift  and  a 

Mr.  Groby  is  a  member,  Church  Histo- 
rian, and  chairman  of  the  History  Com- 
mittee of  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church 
in  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  is  a  master's  degree 
candidate  in  history,  with  a  specializa- 
tion in  museum  and  archival  manage- 
ment, from  Wright  State  University.  He 
currently  works  with  autistic  teenagers  in 
a  Dayton  group  home. 
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donor  file  card  for  each  item.  A  deed 
of  gift  is  a  semi-legal  document  in 
which  the  donor  surrenders  to  the 
church  archives  all  property  and 
literary  rights  to  the  donated  item. 
It  also  includes  a  brief  description  of 
the  item.  A  donor  card  is  a  card  on 
which  are  noted  the  name,  address, 
and  phone  number  of  a  donor  (or  po- 
tential donor),  as  well  as  comments 
about  the  significance  of  the  item 
donated. 

The  deed  of  gift  and  donor  cards 
are  helpful,  but  not  mandatory.  It  is 
important,  however,  to  have  a  writ- 
ten detailed  description  for  each  item 
received.  Unless  the  significance  of 
the  item  is  recorded,  its  story  will  be 
lost  to  future  generations. 

Arranging  the  materials 

The  arrangement  process  may 
begin  as  soon  as  materials  are  col- 
lected. In  arranging  archival  mate- 
rials, two  basic  principles  should  be 
followed:  respect  des  fonds  and 
V order  primitif 

Respect  des  fonds  means  to  pre- 
serve the  archival  integrity  of  the 


Mr.  Groby  got 
the  practical 
experience  he 
needed  to  write 
this  article 
from  setting  up 
the  archives  of 
the  Hillcrest 
Brethren 
Church.  At 
right,  he  ex- 
amines some  of 
the  historical 
material  in  the 
Hillcrest  ar- 
chives. The 
archival  mate- 
rials are 
stored  in  the 
boxes  behind 
him. 


records  of  one  person  or  agency.  For 
example,  records  from  the  trustee 
board  should  never  be  mixed  with 
records  from  the  official  board,  even 
if  there  is  a  common  theme  or  topic. 
The  papers  of  one  person  or  agency 
should  be  kept  together. 

L'order  primitif  refers  to  "the 
sanctity  of  the  original  order."  This 
means  that  the  archivist  should 
never  change  the  original  order  of 
the  papers,  except  when  the  original 
order  is  so  badly  disorganized  that  it 
is  confusing  to  use. 

The  archivist  must  keep  these  two 
principles  in  mind  when  sorting  the 
records.  Therefore,  he  or  she  must 
take  enough  time  to  become  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  records  be- 
fore beginning  to  sort  them.  If  no 
logical  order  exists,  then  the  ar- 
chivist may  impose  order  on  the  col- 
lection. Common  sense  and  experi- 
ence are  the  only  other  two 
guidelines.  There  are  no  absolute 
right  or  wrong  ways.  Records  can  be 
organized  alphabetically  by  topic, 
but  the  more,  logical  method  is  by 
chronological  order. 
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At  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church,  I 
arranged  the  materials  in  "Records 
Series"  according  to  the  office  or 
agency  from  which  they  came,  such 
as  the  pastor's  office,  the  deacon 
board,  etc.  I  then  arranged  these 
series  to  reflect  the  organization  of 
the  church.  Within  each  series,  the 
papers  were  arranged  chronologi- 
cally. 

For  example: 
Records  Series  I:    Pastor's  office 

(1950-  ) 

Box  I:  June  1950^Jan.  1951 
Folder  1,  Correspondence,  June  1950 
Folder  2,  Correspondence,  July  1950 
Box  II:  Jan.  195Wan.  1952 
Folder  1,  Correspondence,  Jan.  1951 
Records  Series  II:  Deacon  Board 
Box  I:  Jan.  1940-Aug.  1940 
Folder  1,  Jan.  1940-March  1940 

Miscellaneous  records  were  listed 
under  separate  headings  at  the  end 
of  the  collection. 

It  may  take  two  or  three  sortings 
to  put  the  collection  in  order,  and 
the  original  scheme  may  have  to  be 
altered.  During  the  first  sorting,  the 
archivist  should  concentrate  on  get- 
ting an  overall  view  of  the  collec- 
tion, on  doing  necessary  preserva- 
tion, work,  and  on  weeding  out  un- 
wanted documents. 

The  easiest  way  to  sort  a  collec- 
tion is  to  spread  it  out  on  a  large 
table  and  separate  it  into  piles.  As 
this  is  done,  the  archivist  should 
continue  to  take  notes  on  how  the 
collection  is  organized,  what  topics  it 
includes,  and  its  physical  condition. 
These  notes  will  be  used  later  in  the 
finding  aid. 

Cleaning  the  materials 

Some  of  the  material  may  be  dirty 
or  mildewy.  If  so,  wallpaper  cleaner 
can  be  used  to  remove  surface  dirt. 
The  cleaner  is  rolled  like  dough  in 
the  hands,  than  used  to  lightly  brush 
off  dirt  from  the  center  of  the  page  to 
the  edges.  Any  crumbs  can  then  be 
brushed  away  with  a  soft  brush.  A 
Pink  Pearl  or  Magic  Rub  eraser 
works  as  well  as  wallpaper  cleaner 
for  small  jobs.  All  cleaning  work 
should  be  performed  away  from  the 
rest  of  the  collection. 

Any  rubber  bands  or  rusted  pins 
and  paper  clips  should  be  removed 
and  replaced  with  plastic  or  stain- 
less steel  paperclips.  Folded  pages 
should  be  flattened.  The  archivist 
should  never  do  anything  to  documents 

May  1987 


that  cannot  later  be  reversed,  such 
as  laminating  them  or  marking 
them  with  ink.  When  in  doubt  about 
any  preservation  process,  the  ar- 
chivist should  do  nothing  rather 
than  risk  damaging  or  destroying  a 
document  or  photograph! 

Not  all  documents  are  valuable, 
and  those  not  worth  keeping  need  to 
be  weeded  out.  Records  that  are  usu- 
ally valuable  are:  church  publica- 
tions (weekly  bulletins,  newsletters, 
directories,  and  histories);  some  fi- 
nancial records  (ledgers,  tax  records, 
financial  reports);  legal  papers 
(charters,  deeds,  court  transcripts, 
testimonials);  personnel  and  mem- 
bership records  (baptisms,  member- 
ship rolls,  etc.) 

Documents  of  little  or  no  value  in- 
clude: duplicates  (never  keep  more 
than  one  or  two  copies);  canceled 
checks  more  than  ten  years  old; 
bank  statements  and  receipts  more 
than  five  years  old;  and  most  copies 
of  widely  circulated  publications. 

Photographs 

Photographs  should  be  removed 
from  the  collection  and  stored  sepa- 
rately in  an  acid-free  folder  or  box, 
with  a  record  made  of  the  part  of  the 
collection  from  which  it  was  taken. 
When  known,  information  about 
who  or  what  is  in  a  picture  and 
when  and  by  whom  it  was  taken 
should  be  typed  (or  written  with 
pencil)  on  a  label  and  the  label  at- 
tached to  the  back  of  the  picture. 
(Never  use  ink  or  markers  on  labels, 
for  the  ink  may  bleed  onto  other  pic- 
tures, and  never  write  directly  on 
the  front  or  back  of  a  photograph.) 

Bound  volumes  should  be  removed 
from  the  other  materials  and  a  slip 
of  paper  telling  which  collection  it 
was  taken  from  placed  within  it. 
Volumes  are  stored  flat,  no  more 
than  three  high  on  a  shelf. 

By  the  second  or  third  sorting,  the 
collection  should  take  shape.  The 
material  is  then  ready  to  be  put  into 
folders,  labeled,  and  boxed.  Each 
folder  should  contain  from  one- 
fourth  to  one-half  inch  of  paper. 
Never  overstuff  folders  or  boxes. 

Labels  should  be  typed  or  printed 
and  placed  on  each  folder  and  box. 
The  label  should  contain  the  name 
of  the  collection,  the  number  of  the 
folder  or  box,  a  description  of  the 
contents,  and  the  inclusive  dates. 
For  example:  Records  Series  I:  Pas- 


tor's Office,  Box  I,  Folder  12,  Corre- 
spondence, Jan.  1,  1958-June  1958. 
Folder  numbers  can  continue  con- 
secutively throughout  the  collection 
or  be  limited  to  individual  boxes. 

Writing  the  finding  aid 

The  last  step  in  this  process  is  pre- 
paring the  finding  aid.  This  docu- 
ment is  an  indispensible  tool  for 
locating  specific  materials  in  the  ar- 
chival collection.  It  is  in  the  prep- 
aration of  this  document  that  the 
notes  are  used  which  were  taken 
when  the  materials  were  collected 
and  sorted. 

The  introduction  to  the  finding  aid 
should  include  the  title  of  the  collec- 
tion, its  inclusive  dates,  and  a  phys- 
ical description  of  the  archives 
(number  of  boxes,  number  of  vol- 
umes, and  linear  feet  of  material). 

Following  the  introduction,  some 
mention  of  the  literary  rights  and 
provenance  is  appropriate.  Prove- 
nance refers  to  the  history  of  the  col- 
lection —  who  has  owned  it,  where  it 
was  kept,  and  its  condition. 

Next  comes  a  brief  history  of  the 
church,  then  a  general  statement 
about  the  scope  and  contents  of  the 
collection,  and  finally  the  container 
list  or  series  description.  This  last 
section  lists  the  general  contents  of 
each  record  series,  box,  and  folder  of 
the  collection  in  the  order  in  which 
each  is  arranged  on  the  shelves. 

When  the  finding  aid  is  com- 
pleted, the  processing  of  the  archives 
is  finished  and  the  collection  is 
ready  for  use.  But  this  does  not 
mean  material  will  no  longer  be 
added  to  the  collection.  The  archives 
is  a  continuing  entity.  Each  commit- 
tee and  board  chairman  is  responsi- 
ble for  transferring  the  inactive  re- 
cords of  his  or  her  board  or  commit- 
tee to  the  archives.  The  archivist 
may  need  to  remind  these  people 
from  time  to  time  that  the  archives 
is  still  accepting  donations. 

These,  then,  are  the  steps  to  be 
taken  in  setting  up  a  local  church 
archives.  If  you  have  unanswered 
questions  or  would  like  more  infor- 
mation, please  write  to  me.*  I  will 
be  happy  to  answer  your  questions, 
to  send  you  a  selected  reading  list, 
and  to  provide  you  samples  of  forms 
and  finding  aids  (for  the  cost  of  copy- 
ing and  shipping).  [t] 

*Write  to  John  Groby,  169  W.  Fairview 
Ave.,  Dayton,  OH  45405. 
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Something  Is  Better 
Than  Nothing 

An  apocryphal  Brethren  Evangel- 
ist interview  with  a  veteran  Breth- 
ren youthworker. 


$h     By  Mitchell  W.  Funkhouser 
National  Brethren  Youth  Director 


CHESTER  BESTESTER  is  a 
youthworker.  You've  probably 
never  heard  of  him.  He  hasn't  writ- 
ten any  books.  He  doesn't  own  the 
rights  to  any  film  series  you  can 
rent  and  show  to  your  church.  He 
isn't  much  in  demand  as  a  speaker 
at  conventions  and  other  bigtime 
functions.  In  fact,  he  has  a  hard  time 
speaking  in  front  of  any  but  the 
smallest  of  groups.  He  doesn't  have 
all  the  answers;  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  only  has  a  couple  of  answers.  For 
the  most  part,  he  just  has  questions. 

So  why  interview  Chester  Bestes- 
ter  for  this  Brethren  Youth  month 
article?  What  exactly  are  his  qualifi- 
cations? He's  the  father  of  two  and 
husband  of  one.  He  owns  a  semi-suc- 
cessful small  business.  He's  a 
member  of  Kiwanis  International, 
vice-president  of  the  PTA,  a  frus- 
trated golfer,  an  active  member  of 
the  local  Red  Cross,  a  Little  League 
coach,  and  a  member  of  First  Breth- 
ren Church  in  Typical  Town,  USA. 
He's  also  a  veteran  youthworker. 

We  caught  up  with  Chester  at  his 
house  in  Typical  Town.  He  had  just 
arrived  home  from  work  and  had  a 
few  minutes  in  which  to  chat  with 
us  while  he  had  a  quick  supper  and 
before  he  had  to  leave  for  a  Red 
Cross  meeting. 

EVANG:  Chester,  how  long  have 
you  been  involved  with  the  BYC  at 
Typical  Town  First  Brethren? 

CB:  For  about  12  years  now.  I 
grew  up  at  Typical  Town  FBC,  so  if 
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you  count  the  time  I  spent  as  a 
youth,  I  guess  I've  been  involved  for 
18  years. 

EVANG:  That's  a  long  time. 
Doesn't  it  get  old  after  awhile? 

CB:  It  can  be  frustrating  at  times, 
but  I've  never  thought  of  it  as  get- 
ting old. 

EVANG:  You  say  it  can  be  frus- 
trating. If  that's  the  case,  why  do 
you  keep  working  with  the  youth? 

CB:  Well,  I  know  it  sounds  corny, 
but  I  enjoy  the  kids.  Whether  they're 
in  junior  high  or  senior  high,  they 
are  at  an  exciting  time  of  their  lives. 
They're  experiencing  new  and  differ- 
ent things  all  the  time.  I  enjoy  being 
around  that. 

EVANG:  Could  you  explain  that 
a  little? 

CB:  Sure.  Kids  today  have  so 
many  choices  to  make.  If  you  look  at 
their  lives  as  if  they  were  on  a  high- 
way, it  might  make  a  little  more 
sense.  As  they  drive  along  in  life, 
they  are  continually  coming  to  dif- 
ferent crossroads.  At  each  crossroad 
they  have  to  decide  which  way  to  go. 
The  options  they  face  are  astound- 
ing. 

When  they  were  kids,  Mom  and 
Dad  were  driving  for  them,  and  it 
was  Mom  and  Dad  who  decided 
which  way  they  would  go.  There 
were  no  fewer  options;  it's  just  that 
when  you're  a  kid  in  the  car,  you 
can't  even  see  out  the  windows,  so 
the  different  directions  don't  really 
matter  to  you.  Now  they're  driving, 
and  when  they  come  to  a  crossroad 


they  have  to  decided  which  way  to 
go.  That's  what's  exciting  —  being 
around  to  help  them  decide  which 
direction  they  should  take. 

EVANG:  You  make  the  decision 
for  them? 

CB:  Oh,  no.  You  can't  really.  You 
can  only  share  what  you  believe  and 
what  you  feel  is  right.  You  do  this 
through  your  actions,  Bible  studies, 
informal  get  togethers,  and  what 
have  you.  Chances  are,  they  won't 
make  the  decision  you  hope  they 
would  make.  That's  what's  frustrat- 
ing. You  give  it  all  you've  got,  and 
one  of  the  kids  goes  and  makes  a  bad 
choice.  That  can  make  you  question 
what  in  the  world  you  are  doing.  It 
makes  you  ask,  "Haven't  any  of  the 
things  I've  shared  sunk  in?" 

EVANG:  So  why  stay  with  it? 

CB:  Because  when  they  make  the 
bad  choices,  that's  when  they  need 
you  the  most.  That's  the  beauty  of 
working  with  youth.  You're  able  to 
comfort  them  in  their  defeats  and 
celebrate  like  crazy  in  their  succes- 
ses. I  should  mention  that  even 
though  it  seems  as  if  they  don't  lis- 
ten to  what  you  say  or  pick  up  any- 
thing positive  from  your  example, 
that's  not  entirely  true.  They  do.  It's 
just  that  you  usually  don't  hear 
about  the  positive  things  all  the 
time.  But  they  do  happen.  We  just 
have  to  remind  ourselves  of  that 
when  the  negative  things  seem  to  be 
hitting  us  in  the  face. 

EVANG:  What's  the  key?  What 
makes  youth  ministry  work? 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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"If  you're  able  to  spare  two  hours  a  week  to  assist  with 
your  church's  youth  ministry,  then  do  it!  If  you  can 
spare  five  hours,  do  it! .  .  .  Do  what  you  can  with  the 
time  you  can  spare. " 


CB:  I  think  the  main  thing  is  to 
build  relationships.  Being  there 
when  no  one  else  is  there,  that's  cru- 
cial. The  world  is  becoming  so  im- 
personal that  a  quality,  caring  re- 
lationship is  a  rare  thing.  So  when 
that  kind  of  relationship  comes 
along,  the  kids  eat  it  up. 

EVANG:  That  sounds  like  it 
would  take  a  great  deal  of  time.  You 
seem  to  be  a  pretty  busy  individual. 
How  do  you  find  the  time? 

CB:  Two  things.  First,  youth 
ministry  has  to  be  a  team  ministry. 
One  person  can't  do  it  all.  Not  only 
from  a  time  standpoint,  but  also  be- 
cause of  differences  in  personalities, 
it  takes  more  than  one  person  to  re- 
late to  everyone  on  an  indivdual  basis. 

Second,  I  don't  believe  that  say- 
ing, "I  just  can't  put  enough  time 
into  working  with  the  youth,  so  I 
won't  do  anything,"  is  a  valid  ex- 
cuse. You  see,  there's  no  such  thing 
as  enough  time.  What  would 
enough  time  be?  Ten  hours? 
Twenty?  Thirty?  How  many?  My 
view  is,  "Something  is  better  than 
nothing!"  If  you're  able  to  spare  tw6 
hours  a  week  to  assist  with  your 
church's  youth  ministry,  then  do  it! 
If  you  can  spare  five  hours,  do  it! 
Find  out  what  the  needs  of  your  par- 
ticular group  are,  and  if  you've  got 
the  talent  to  fill  that  need,  fill  it.  Do 
what  you  can  with  the  time  you  can 
spare.  The  more  people  on  the  team, 
the  less  time  each  person  has  to  con- 
tribute. Also,  the  more  people  in- 
volved, the  more  time  spent  on 
ministering  to  youth. 

EVANG:  What  about  programs, 
Chester?  Shouldn't  we  be  putting  to- 
gether programs  and  running  our 
kids  through  them? 


CB:  Programs  have  their  place. 
There  are  a  lot  of  good  youth  pro- 
grams available.  But  our  emphasis 
shouldn't  be  on  these.  I  think  if  your 
total  youth  program  consists  of  20 
hours  a  week,  then  70  percent  of 
that,  or  14  hours,  ought  to  be  spent 
on  relationship-building,  with  the 
other  six  hours  left  over  for  pre- 
packaged programming.  Consider 
your  own  situation:  What  was  it 
that  brought  you  to  Christ,  a  pro- 
gram or  a  person  who  took  a 
genuine  interest  in  you  and  your 
life?  My  guess  is  that  it  was  the 
second. 

EVANG:  Good  point,  Chester. 
But  what  are  some  of  the  resources 
you  use  to  keep  up  on  youth  and 
youth  ministry,  and  where  do  you 
find  some  of  the  programs  you  use? 

CB:  My  two  main  sources  are 
Youth  Specialties  out  in  California 
and  Group  Books  in  Colorado.  David 
C.  Cook  also  has  an  excellent  pro- 
gram out  now  for  senior  high  called 
Pacesetters.  But  all  three  of  these 
publishing  companies  offer  excellent 
program  material  as  well  as  youth 
ministry  literature. 

It's  really  important  to  stay  on  top 
of  things.  Therefore,  I  have  a  few 
subscriptions  to  magazines  that  I 
feel  are  a  must.  Typical  Town  FBC 
has  budgeted  money  for  the 
magazines.  We  get  Group  magazine, 
Campus  Life,  Jr.  High  Ministry 
magazine,  Youthworker  journal,  and 
Youthworker  Update,  which  is  a 
monthly  newsletter.  I've  also  or- 
dered or  gotten  my  hands  on  a  few 
books  that  Youth  Specialties  and 
Group  Books  put  out.  The  addresses 
for  these  are  easy  to  get,  because 
Mitch  Funkhouser,  our  national 
youth  director,  sent  out  some  fantas- 
tic catalogs  to  all  the  churches  back 
in  October.  He's  such  a  great  guy!  I 
hear  he's  always  late  for  printing 
deadlines,  but  when  he  gets  his  stuff 
in,  it's  worth  the  wait.  But  seriously, 
if  you  need  some  help  with  your 


programming  ideas,  there's  a  good 
deal  of  stuff  on  the  market  that 
really  is  helpful. 

EVANG:  Has  anything  changed 
since  you  started  working  with 
youth  over  a  decade  ago. 

CB:  I  feel  there's  been  a  change  in 
attitude.  Ten  years  ago  we  spent  a 
lot  of  time  playing  crazy  games  with 
our  kids,  and  we  felt  like  we  were 
ministering  to  them.  But  today  kids 
don't  want  to  play  games.  Oh,  they 
still  want  to  have  some  fun  together, 
but  youth  today  want  to  be  chal- 
lenged. They  want  a  chance  to  put 
into  action  some  of  the  things  they 
learn  in  our  Bible  studies.  We  need 
to  arrange  opportunities  for  them  to 
minister.  Why  should  we  youthwork- 
ers  be  the  only  ones  who  experience 
the  joy  of  ministering?  Let's  not  be 
greedy.  Let's  give  our  young  people 
the  chance  to  know  what  it's  like  to 
share  with  someone  else  what  Christ 
has  done  for  them.  Hands-on  experi- 
ence is  where  I  believe  youth  minis- 
try is  heading. 

EVANG:  As  you  know,  we  inter- 
viewed you  as  a  youthworker  be- 
cause May  is  Youth  Month  in  The 
Brethren  Church.  Is  there  any  final 
thought  you  would  like  to  share 
with  our  readers? 

CB:  I  would  like  to  encourage 
those  who  are  currently  working 
with  youth  to  hang  in  there,  espe- 
cially in  the  difficult  times.  We  need 
to  remember  we  are  primarily  seed- 
planters.  We  won't  always  see  our 
work  through  to  harvest.  Take  every 
chance  you  have  to  plant  good  seeds 
(Gal.  6:9).  To  those  not  involved 
with  youth  ministry,  I  would  chal- 
lenge you  to  seriously  consider  what 
your  talents  and  gifts  are,  then  see 
where  they  fit  into  your  church's 
youth  program.  Youth  are  a  mixed 
bag;  there's  no  telling  how  you  could 
be  used.  Do  whatever  you  can  as 
often  as  you  can.  Remember,  Some- 
thing is  better  than  nothing.  What 
will  you  do?  [t] 
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A  Preview  of  the  1 987  BYC  Convention 


IN  CASE  you  were  wondering  .  .  . 
Plans  for  the  1987  BYC  Conven- 
tion are  in  their  final  stages,  and  we 
are  expecting  an  excellent  time  of 
fellowship  and  learning. 

This  year's  theme  is  Catch  the 
Spirit.  We  hope  to  catch  the  Spirit 
of  God,  the  spirit  of  worship,  the 
spirit  of  fellowship,  the  spirit  of  our 
heritage,  the  spirit  of  our  future, 
and  the  spirit  of  our  youthfulness. 

This  year's  Convention,  August  3- 
7,  will  be  a  busy  week  for  everyone 
involved.  It  will  be  a  week  that  com- 
bines both  old  and  new  elements. 
Some  highlights: 

The  BYC  Kickoff  —  a  time  of 
singing  and  icebreakers.  It's  been  a 
few  years  since  the  last  kickoff,  and 


By  Mitchell  W.  Funkhouser 
National  Brethren  Youth  Director 

this  will  be  a  good  opportunity  to 
meet  some  new  people  right  off  the 
bat. 

The  always  successful  Youth 
March.  This  year,  as  in  the  past, 
the  youth  will  enter  the  first  full 
Conference  worship  service  en 
masse,  as  a  show  of  unity  and  vital- 
ity. 

Some  fellowship  times  will  in- 
clude: Roller  Skating  to  some  of 
today's  top  contemporary  Christian 
music.  Swimming  in  the  fabulous 
Ashland  College  swimming  pool 
(water  will  be  provided  this  year!).  A 
special  afternoon  of  outdoor  ac- 
tivities with  Brethren  pastors  from 
across  the  country.  And  a  concert  by 
the  group  Twenty  Twenty,  a  Chris- 


TWENTY  TWENTY 


tian  band  from  Louisiana,  which 
will  perform  an  energetic,  high- 
quality  rock  show  while  also  chal- 
lenging youth  to  wholehearted  com- 
mitment to  Christ. 

Some  of  the  speakers  for  this 
year's  workshops  include  Rick  Voor- 
hees,  John  Shultz,  and  Dale  Stoffer. 
This  year  the  workshops  are  being 
designed  to  help  foster  a  vision  on 
the  part  of  Brethren  youth  —  a  vi- 
sion of  what  they  can  be,  what  their 
lives  can  be,  and  what  their  role  in 
The  Brethren  Church  can  be. 

The  spiritual  highlights  of  the 
week,  chapel  and  Communion, 
will  again  feature  outstanding  lead- 
ers —  Keith  Hensley  for  the  chapel 
services  and  Archie  Nevins  for  Com- 
munion. 

Of  course,  the  BYC  Showcase 
will  once  again  feature  Brethren 
youth  sharing  their  talents  musi- 
cally and  in  other  ways  with  the  en- 
tire Conference.  This  is  always  an 
entertaining,  as  well  as  an  uplifting, 
time  together.  Don't  miss  it! 

If  you  are  an  adult  and  are  plan- 
ning to  come  to  General  Conference 
this  year,  and  if  you  know  of  a 
young  person  or  group  of  young 
people  who  would  benefit  from  a 
week  of  fellowship  with  other  young 
people  from  across  the  denomina- 
tion, be  a  good  guy  (or  gal)  and  give 
them  a  lift.  Or  perhaps  you  could 
make  a  donation  to  them  to  help 
with  their  travel  expenses. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  seeing 
you  at  the  1987  General  Conference 
and  BYC  Convention.  [t] 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Brethren  Church  Held  Not  Liable 
In  Suit  by  Pennsylvania  Architect 

stacles,  including  difficulty  securing  a 
sufficient  supply  of  water,  subsidence 
on  the  property  due  to  underground 
mining,  failure  to  procure  a  certificate 
of  need  for  building  a  nursing  home 
for  the  area,  inability  to  get  financing 
for  the  project,  and  delays  by  the  ar- 
chitect in  completing  his  work.  Origi- 
nally estimated  at  $3.5  million,  the 
project  had  grown  in  late  1976  to  over 
$10  million,  by  estimates  of  the  Kim- 
ball firm. 

Many  sources  of  financing  were 
sought,  including  a  grant  for  funding 
from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  (HUD)  for  a 
retirement  apartment  complex.  When 
the  HUD  grant  fell  through  in  1980, 
the  Fresh  property  reverted  to  her 
heirs,  and  Brethren  Care,  Inc.,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  District  was  left  with 
only  limited  cash  assets  and  a  claim 
by  Kimball  for  outstanding  fees  for 
architectural  services  totaling 
$235,000. 

Kimball  filed  suit  against  Breth- 
ren Care,  Inc.,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
District  in  1980  and  received  a  judg- 
ment against  the  corporation  of 
$338,649.88  (for  fees  plus  accrued  in- 
terest.) He  received  a  total  of 
$67,363.37  from  Brethren  Care  in  pay- 


Ebensburg,  Pa.  —  A  lawsuit  against 
The  Brethren  Church,  the  Benevolent 
Board,  and  James  I.  Mackall  as  de- 
fendants resulted  April  15  in  a  direct- 
ed verdict  in  favor  of  the  defendants. 

The  action  was  originally  filed  in 
1982  and  related  to  a  failed  plan  by 
Brethren  Care,  Inc.,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  to  build  Brethren 
Laurel  Manor,  a  nursing  home/retire- 
ment village  near  Vinco,  Pa.  The 
plaintiff  was  L.  Robert  Kimball,  doing 
business  as  L.  Robert  Kimball  and  As- 
sociates, an  architectural  and  en- 
gineering firm  in  Ebensburg. 

Mr.  Kimball's  firm  was  hired  by 
Brethren  Care,  Inc.,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania District  in  1973  to  develop  a 
master  plan  for  the  proposed  village. 
In  1974,  the  Kimball  firm  contracted 
again  with  Brethren  Care,  this  time  to 
do  the  architectural  design  work  for 
the  project. 

The  proposed  site  was  to  be  a  36- 
acre  tract  of  land  given  to  Brethren 
Care,  Inc.,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict by  Miss  Elda  Fresh  in  1973.  The 
deed  stipulated  that  construction  of  a 
nursing  home  begin  within  three 
years  of  the  gift.  Miss  Fresh  died  in 
1975. 

The  project  encountered  several  ob- 


Waterloo  First  Brethren  Church  Dedicates 
Remodeled  Sanctuary  and  Church  Kitchen 


Waterloo,  Iowa  —  Members  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  Waterloo 
dedicated  phase  one  of  a  two-phase  re- 
modeling project  to  their  church  build- 
ing on  Sunday,  March  15. 

Phase  one  of  the  project  included  ex- 
tensive remodeling  of  the  sanctuary 
and  of  the  kitchen. 

In  the  sanctuary,  the  walls  were 
completely  drywalled,  sprayed,  and 
painted.  The  hardwood  floors  under 
the  pews  were  sanded  and  refinished, 
and  the  balcony  floor  was  stained. 

The  kitchen  received  a  complete 
face  lift,  including  new  flooring,  refac- 
ing  of  the  cupboards,  and  the  installa- 
tion of  two  new  Maytag  stoves  and  an 
Amana  Radarange. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  new  hand- 
rails were  installed  along  one  of  the 
stairways,  and  new  curtains  were 
hung  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

Money  for  the  new  stoves  was  given 
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in  memory  of  Dorothy  Gibson;  the 
money  for  the  Radarange,  handrails, 
and  two  ceiling  fans  was  given  in 
memory  of  Glenn  Brown;  and  money 
given  in  memory  of  Lawrence  RuLon 
went  towards  redecorating  the 
sanctuary.  The  remaining  improve- 
ments were  paid  for  out  of  money 
which  came  to  the  church  from  the 
Edna  Wengard  estate. 

The  committee  for  the  remodeling 
was  LeRoy  Lamb  (chairman),  Barb 
Lamb,  Barb  Dietz,  Betty  Gavlock, 
Dennis  Dietz,  Jim  McCarty,  and  Don 
Catchpool. 

The  congregation  hopes  to  begin 
phase  two  of  the  remodeling  project  — 
a  church  entrance  for  the  handicapped 
—  later  this  year. 

—  reported  by  Lois  Catchpool 

To  expect  life  to  be  tailored  to  our 
specifications  is  to  invite  frustration. 


ments  and  recovery  of  the  assets  of  the 
corporation. 

In  1982  Kimball  sued  The  Brethren 
Church,  the  Benevolent  Board,  and 
James  I.  Mackall  (who  had  served  as 
president  of  Brethren  Care,  Inc.,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  District)  for  $389,120.89 
plus  additional  interest.  Kimball  al- 
leged in  the  suit  that  the  defendants 
were  involved  in  an  "agency,  partner- 
ship, joint  adventure,  or  joint  enter- 
prise" with  Brethren  Care,  Inc.,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  District  to  build  Breth- 
ren Laurel  Manor,  and  all  were  there- 
fore liable  for  his  fees.  This  was  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  Kimball  had  a 
written,  legal  contract  with  only 
Brethren  Care. 

From  1982-1987  the  plaintiffs  and 
defendants  were  involved  in  discovery 
procedures  and  in  taking  depositions 
of  parties  on  the  opposing  sides  in 
preparation  for  the  trial. 

A  jury  trial  began  March  30,  1987, 
and  continued  through  April  15.  After 
hearing  two  weeks  of  testimony  for 
the  plaintiff,  including  hundreds  of 
pages  of  exhibits,  and  a  day  of  tes- 
timony for  the  defense,  Judge  Joseph 
F.  O'Kicki  ruled  that  plaintiff  Kimball 
failed  to  present  sufficient  evidence 
under  Pennsylvania  law  to  support  his 
claims.  The  judge  directed  the  jury  to 
find  in  favor  of  all  the  defendants  — 
The  Brethren  Church,  the  Benevolent 
Board  and  Jim  Mackall  —  which  they 
did. 

A  second  charge  in  the  case  is  yet  to 
be  heard  by  the  court.  In  that  count, 
Mr.  Mackall  is  alleged  to  have  ver- 
bally promised  Kimball  to  pay  the  bill 
himself  if  Kimball  did  not  receive  pay- 
ment. Mackall  denies  the  statement  in 
regard  to  invoices  for  the  major  ar- 
chitectural services. 

During  the  court  proceedings,  Doc 
Shank  represented  the  interests  of  the 
Benevolent  Board,  and  William  H. 
Kerner  and  Ronald  W.  Waters  rep- 
resented The  Brethren  Church.  Breth- 
ren people  called  to  testify,  in  addition 
to  these  representatives,  were  Dorman 
Ronk,  former  executive  director  of  the 
Benevolent  Board;  and  former  Breth- 
ren Care,  Inc.,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
District  board  members  Mackall, 
Henry  Bates,  Lucetta  Hibbs,  Rae 
Hoffman,  Jack  Brant,  and  Richard 
Howard.  In  addition,  several  members 
of  the  Vinco  and  Johnstown  Third 
Brethren  churches  attended  court 
sessions  daily  to  indicate  their 
support  and  encouragement  for  the 
defendants. 

—  Ronald  W.  Waters 
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Radio  Program  Makes  Maria  Miranda 
Most-Heard  Woman  in  Latin  America 


The  following  article  about  Maria 
Miranda  is  reprinted  from  the  winter 
1987  issue  of  the  Fuller  Theological  Sem- 
inary Bulletin.  Mrs.  Miranda  is  known 
to  Brethren  people  for  her  service,  to- 
gether with  her  husband  Juan  Carlos,  in 
the  Brethren  Hispanic  churches  in 
California  and  in  the  Brethren  mission 
work  in  Mexico. 

From  the  dreary  cells  of  a  woman's 
prison  in  Colombia,  to  the  open  mar- 
kets of  Peru,  to  the  public  address 
system  of  an  international  airport  in 
Bolivia,  the  voice  of  Maria  Miranda 
can  be  heard  daily  in  22  countries 
throughout  the  Spanish-speaking 
world. 

The  most  listened-to  woman  in 
Latin  America,  her  special  five  minute 
radio  program,  "Para  ti  Mujer"  (For 
You,  My  Dear  Lady)  airs  daily  on  over 
300  stations.  The  15  minute  weekly 
version  is  carried  on  more  than  60  sta- 
tions. 

"I  had  no  idea  this  would  become 
such  a  widespread  ministry,"  Miranda 
says.  "I  never  dreamed  what  God  was 
going  to  do." 

Miranda's  radio  ministry  began  in 
1979  when  she  responded  to  a  need 
she  felt  existed  among  Hispanic 
women.  With  23  years  experience  as  a 
full-time  wife  and  mother  she  was 
familiar  with  their  frustrations  and 
unique  cultural  problems.  "I  wanted  to 


Maria  Miranda 

tell  them  how  faith  in  Christ  makes 
life's  problems  a  little  easier  to  han- 
dle," Miranda  says,  "just  talk  to  them, 
one  woman  to  another." 

Within  two  weeks  of  discussing  the 
idea  of  a  broadcast  with  husband  Juan 
Carlos,  the  program  had  become  a  re- 
ality. Miranda  was  writing  scripts  and 
recording  programs  airing  15  minutes 
weekly  in  the  Pasadena  area.  Al- 
though the  Mirandas  did  pay  for  the 


New  Book  Presents  Biographies 
Of  Lost  Creek  Missionaries 

Hagerstown,  Md.  —  Troublesome 
Creek,  a  biography  of  Rev.  George  E. 
and  Ada  Drushal,  pioneer  Brethren 
Home  Missionaries  to  the  Lost  Creek, 
Ky.,  area,  has  been  published  by  Joy 
Purvis,  an  alumna  of  Riverside  Chris- 
tian Training  School. 

The  late  Dr.  J.  Garber  Drushal 
wrote  this  beautiful  biography  of  his 
parents,  completing  it  shortly  before 
his  death  in  December  1982.  Trouble- 
some Creek  represents  something  of  a 
historical  and  spiritual  "last  will  and 
testament"  of  Dr.  Drushal  and  his  par- 
ents, who  are  now  in  the  presence  of 
their  Lord,  whom  they  served  so  faith- 
fully. 

The  book  is  a  fascinating  account  of 
how  God  brought  together  two  lives, 
then  led  them  step-by-step  to  Ken- 
tucky   and    in    the   establishment   of 
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various  churches  and  the  Riverside 
School.  Dr.  Drushal  describes  the 
early  customs  and  culture  of  the  area 


air  time  of  that  original  program,  they 
have  not  had  to  buy  time  since.  Soon 
after  the  Pasadena  broadcasts  were 
heard,  requests  began  coming  in  from 
station  managers  volunteering  time  to 
air  the  heart-to-heart  talks  for  their 
listeners.  Within  two  years  after  the 
ministry  began,  62  secular  stations  in 
the  Spanish-speaking  world  and  the 
United  States  had  donated  time  to 
carry  "Para  ti  Mujer." 

Miranda  receives  letters  from 
around  the  world  including  Com- 
munist Cuba  and  Nicaragua  where 
the  program  is  received  on  short-wave. 
Listeners  are  not  all  women.  About 
40%  of  the  mail  is  from  men  who  lis- 
ten regularly  and  write  to  confide  in 
Miranda,  asking  her  direction  and  ad- 
vice in  personal  and  spiritual  matters. 
Many  letters  tell  of  blessings  and 
healed  relationships  traced  to  her 
radio  ministry.  Each  letter  is  person- 
ally answered  by  Miranda  or  one  of 
her  staff  members  operating  from  new 
offices  in  Argentina,  Bolivia  and 
Spain.  Recently  a  correspondence 
course  was  made  available  to  listeners 
that  will  provide  them  with  the  fun- 
damental teachings  of  God's  Word 
and  ground  them  in  the  Christian 
life. 

It  is  Miranda's  special  gift  of  relat- 
ing to  other  Spanish-speaking  women 
and  touching  them  with  the  love  of 
Christ  as  they  deal  with  daily  living 
that  makes  her  program  a  part  of 
their  lives.  Pastors  record  broadcasts 
to  use  in  counseling;  church  leaders 
use  them  in  study  groups  and  women's 
fellowship  groups;  prisons  use  them 
with  male  and  female  inmates.  But  no 
matter  what  their  circumstances,  lis- 
teners find  Miranda  a  friend  who  un- 
derstands their  loneliness  and  need, 
and  speaks  hope  to  them. 

and  includes  many  anecdotes  and  ac- 
counts of  colorful  people  and  events 
along  the  way.  Through  it  all  the  hand 
of  God  is  clearly  seen,  guiding,  teach- 
ing, inspiring,  strengthening,  and  pro- 
tecting His  servants,  while  using  them 
in  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

Every  Brethren  family  should  own 
and  read  this  inspiring  and  definitive 
record  of  an  important  part  of  Breth- 
ren Home  Mission  work.  The  book, 
which  is  in  loose-leaf  form,  may  be 
purchased  for  $5.00  plus  $1.00  for 
shipping  from  Joy  Purvis,  Rt.  1,  Box 
246,  Georgetown,  IN  47122.  All  pro- 
ceeds from  the  sale  of  the  book,  after 
expenses  are  paid  for  its  publication, 
will  go  to  the  work  and  ministry  of 
Riverside  Christian  Training  School. 
—  Dr.  Harold  Barnett 
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Sterling  Ward  Concludes  Service 
As  Dir.  of  Denominational  Business 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Mr.  Sterling  Ward 
concluded  his  service  April  7  as  Direc- 
tor of  Denominational  Business  for 
The  Brethren  Church,  a  position  he 
had  held  since  September  1984. 

As  Director  of  Denominational  Busi- 
ness (DDB),  Ward  oversaw  the  busi- 
ness functions  of  The  Brethren  Church 
National  Office  and  implemented  deci- 
sions of  General  Conference  and  the 
General  Conference  Executive  Council 
(GCEC). 

In  addition,  through  an  agreement 
between  the  GCEC  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company,  he  served  as  Executive 
Director  of  the  Publishing  Company, 
overseeing  the  day-to-day  operations 
of  this  company.  In  return  for  this 
service,  the  Publishing  Company  paid 
the  National  Office  an  amount  equal 
to  approximately  one-half  his  salary. 

Earlier  this  year  the  trustees  of  the 
Publishing  Company  gave  notice  to 
the  GCEC  that  it  was  terminating  its 
agreement  with  the  National  Office, 
since  the  company  could  no  longer  af- 
ford the  services  of  the  DDB  as  its 
Executive  Director.  Faced  with  the 
loss   of  half  the   DDB's   salary,   the 


GCEC  found  it  necessary  to  discon- 
tinue this  position. 

With  Ward's  departure,  J.  Michael 
Drushal,  treasurer  for  the  GCEC  and 
an  assistant  professor  at  Ashland  Col- 


At  the  Publishing  Company, 
Richard  Winfield,  editor  of  the  EVAN- 
GELIST, has  been  named  Executive 
Director  and  has  taken  over  some  of 
the  responsibilities  formerly  handled 
by  Ward.  Bookkeeping  is  now  being 
handled  by  Ken  Van  Duyne,  treasurer 
of  the  Publishing  Company  Board  of 
Trustees. 

On  March  31,  Rev.  Ralph  Gibson, 


Ralph  Gibson  (I.) 
president  of  the 
Publishing  Com- 
pany Board 
of  Trustees, 
presents  a  plaque 
to  Sterling  Ward 
expressing  the 
board's  apprecia- 
tion for  his  serv- 
ice to  the  company 
as  Executive 
Director. 

lege,  is  overseeing  the  work  of  the 
National  Office.  Day-to-day  operations 
are  being  handled  by  Mrs.  Morven 
Baker,  who  served  as  Ward's  secre- 
tary. 


Charles  Lowmaster  Announces  Retirement 
After  29  Years  in  Pastoral  Ministry 

Louisville,  Ohio  —  Elder  Charles 
Lowmaster  (59)  has  announced  his  re- 
tirement from  the  pastoral  ministry 
after  29  years  of  pastoral  service  in 
The  Brethren  Church. 

Lowmaster  began  his  pastoral  serv- 
ice while  a  student  at  Ashland  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  received  an  A.B. 
degree  (cum  laude)  in  1958.  He  served 
the  Glenford,  Ohio,  Brethren  Church 
during  the  summer  of  1957,  then  in 
1958  became  pastor  of  the  Gretna 
Brethren  Church  near  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio,  which  he  served  while  attending 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  seminary 
with  a  B.D.  degree  in  1961. 

In  1961  he  also  became  pastor  of 
the  Second  Brethren  Church  of 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  which  he  served  until 
1965.  Then  followed  a  seven-year  pas- 
torate at  the  Elkhart,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church,  during  which  he 
also  founded  and  pastored  (from  1968- 
71)  the  Crestwood  (now  Meadow 
Crest)  Brethren  Church  of  Fort 
Wayne. 
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president  of  the  Publishing  Company 
Board  of  Trustees,  came  to  Ashland 
and  presented  Sterling  a  plaque  ex- 
pressing the  board's  appreciation  for 
his  two  and  one-half  years  of  service  to 
the  company.  And  on  April  2 
employees  of  the  Brethren  offices  in 
Ashland  had  a  farewell  luncheon  in 
his  honor. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Lowmaster 

From  1972-78  he  served  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Louisville,  Ohio. 
He  then  became  the  founding  pastor  of 
the  Brethren  Bible  Church  of  Louis- 
ville, whose  facility  he  designed  and 
constructed  with  help  from  the  congre- 
gation. He  pastored  this  congregation 
until  1985. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  duties 
during  his  years  in  the  ministry,  Elder 


Lowmaster  was  active  in  the  church 
camping  program  and  served  on  the 
boards  that  bought  and  developed  the 
Ohio  District's  Camp  Bethany  and  the 
Pennsylvania  District's  Camp  Peniel. 
He  also  served  on  numerous  other  dis- 
trict and  national  boards,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  wrote  the  lesson  ex- 
position section  for  the  Brethren  Bible 
Class  Quarterly. 

He  presently  serves  as  interim  pas- 
tor of  the  Maple  Avenue  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Canton,  Ohio.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Riverside  Christian  Training  School 
in  Lost  Creek,  Ky. 

Elder  Lowmaster  is  married  to  the 
former  Roberta  (Bobbie)  Ann  Ribblet 
of  Johnstown,  Pa.  They  have  two 
grown  daughters,  Rebecca  and  April. 

Though  retiring  from  full-time  pas- 
toral ministry,  Elder  Lowmaster  says 
that  he  wants  to  continue  serving  The 
Brethren  Church  where  needed  with 
evangelistic  preaching,  Bible  lectures, 
interim  pastoral  work  where  possible, 
and  pulpit  supply  when  called. 
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Members  From  Five  Brethren  Groups 
Meet  for  Conference  on  Mission 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Representatives  of 
the  five  Brethren  groups  —  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Dunkard  Brethren, 
Grace  Brethren,  Old  Order  Brethren, 
and  Brethren  Church  —  which  share  a 
common  origin  met  March  27-28  on 
the  Ashland  College  campus  for  a 
Brethren  Conference  on  Mission. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  was  to 
promote  better  understanding  among 
the  five  groups  by  exploring  together 
the  biblical,  historical,  and  current 
Brethren  concepts  and  practice  of  mis- 
sion, and  to  consider  together  future 
direction  in  mission. 

Two  Church  of  the  Brethren  schol- 
ars —  Dale  Brown,  professor  of  Chris- 
tian theology  at  Bethany  theological 
seminary,  and  Donald  Durnbaugh,  a 
Bethany  professor  and  editor  of  The 
Brethren  Encyclopedia  —  set  the  foun- 
dation of  the  conference  with  papers 
on  "Mission  -  Biblical  Considerations" 
and  "Mission  -  Historical  Considera- 
tions" respectively. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  conference, 
Dr.  Dale  Stoffer,  a  Brethren  pastor 
and  assistant  professor  of  historical 
theology  at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, shared  "Thoughts  on  Christian 
Mission,"  in  which  he  proposed  that 
an  ideal  mission  thrust  should  include 
three  biblical  emphases  —  "living  wit- 
ness," "active  evangelism,"  and  "social 
concern." 

In  addition  to  the  presentation  and 
discussion  of  these  papers,  a  represent- 
ative from  each  of  the  five  groups  told 
how  mission  has  found  expression  in 
his  branch  of  the  Brethren. 

The  Grace  Brethren  have  attached 
great  importance  to  the  Great  Com- 
mission and  have  put  evangelism  at 
the  heart  of  missions.  They  have  171 
active  missionaries,  640  congregations 
worldwide,  and  nearly  three  times 
more    members    (155,000)    and    four 


times  more  in  attendance  in  their  mis- 
sion churches  than  in  their  U.S. 
churches. 

Church  of  the  Brethren  mission 
work  in  the  past  30  years  has  been 
holistic  in  approach,  seeking  to  minis- 
ter to  the  complete  person.  It  has  also 
emphasized  cooperation  with  other 
missions,  and  has  worked  to  make  its 


been  involved  in  mission,  however, 
and  the  church  presently  has  work 
among  the  Navaho  Indians. 

The  German  Baptist  Brethren  speak 
little  about  missions  and  are  opposed 
to  mission  boards  and  organized  mis- 
sion programs,  believing  that  finances 
and  activities  should  remain  in  the 
hands  of  local  congregations.  They  be- 
lieve that  the  Great  Commission  was 
given  to  the  Apostles  and  fulfilled  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  Apostle  Paul. 

In  spite  of  the  differences  among  the 
Brethren  groups  in  their  attitude  to- 


Dr.  Donald  Durnbaugh,  editor  of  The  Brethren  Encyclopedia,  addresses  conference 
participants  on  the  subject  "Mission  -  Historical  Considerations." 

ward  and  practice  of  missions,  Dr. 
Donald  Drunbaugh,  in  a  Summary 
Statement,    found    several    points    of 


mission  churches  indigenous.  This 
third  emphasis  has  resulted  in  a 
marked  decline  in  the  number  of 
Church  of  the  Brethren  missionaries. 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren  estab- 
lished churches  in  India,  Ecuador,  and 
Nigeria,  with  the  largest  in  Nigeria. 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Nigeria 
(now  independent  of  the  U.S.  church) 
currently  has  129  congregations,  423 
preaching  points,  48,000  members, 
and  84,000  who  attend. 

Neither  the  Dunkard  Brethren  nor 
the  German  Baptist  Brethren  have 
put  much  emphasis  on  mission  work. 
The  general  attitude  among  the  Dun- 
kard Brethren  has  been,  "We  have  the 
gospel;  if  the  world  wants  it,  let  them 
come  to  us."  Various  individuals  have 


Thousands  Attend  Crusade 
Despite  Recent  News  Events 

Columbia,  S.C.  —  Despite  recent 
revelations  about  TV  evangelists, 
thousands  turned  out  for  a  crusade  in 
Columbia  the  last  week  of  April  to 
hear  Evangelist  Billy  Graham. 

"People  will  continue  to  support 
crusade  evangelism  when  it  is  con- 
ducted with  integrity  in  its  method 
and  its  message,"  said  A.  Larry  Ross, 
crusade  spokesman. 


At  a  crusade  press  conference  Rev. 
Graham  refused  to  answer  repeated 
questions  about  the  recent  revelations 
other  than  what  is  contained  in  his 
1983  book,  A  Biblical  Standard  for 
Evangelists,  which  was  given  to  each 
of  the  more  than  100  media  repre- 
sentatives in  attendance. 

Graham  told  reporters  he  would 
comment  at  the  proper  time  and  place, 
but  that  this  was  not  that  occasion. 
"We're  here  to  hold  a  crusade  in  Col- 
umbia and  I'm  not  going  to  talk  about 
other  people's  ministries,"  he  said. 


common  ground.  Among  them:  All 
Brethren  share  two  bases  for  mission 
—  the  lordship  of  Christ  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  Bible.  The  biblical 
characteristic  koinonia  (fellowship),  a 
foundation  for  mission,  is  important  to 
all  Brethren.  All  agree  that  mission 
begins  where  we  are  and  flows  out- 
ward (but  not  all  agree  on  how  far  it 
should  flow).  All  see  mutuality  as  im- 
portant to  mission  —  it  is  not  simply 
giving  or  sending,  but  also  receiving 
and  learning.  And  there  is  general 
agreement  that  mission  has  a  holistic 
dimension  —  combining  embodiment, 
evangelism,  and  concern  for  society. 

One  idea  that  surfaced  during  the 
conference  which  caught  the  fancy 
of  many  participants  was  a  proposal 
that  a  "World  Brethren  Assembly"  be 
planned  for  1992  to  mark  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  first-known  Breth- 
ren Annual  Meeting.  It  was  suggested 
that  this  assembly  include  partici- 
pants from  all  Brethren  groups,  those 
overseas  as  well  as  the  five  in  the  U.S. 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Breth- 
ren Encyclopedia,  Inc.,  which  plans 
the  meetings  of  the  Brethren  groups, 
was  asked  to  study  this  proposal  for 
possible  action. 
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AC  Memorial  Chapel  Undergoes 
Extensive  Interior  Renovation 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Brethren  who  have 
a  warm  spot  in  their  hearts  for  the 
Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel  are 
in  for  a  pleasant  surprise  the  next 
time  they  enter  the  building,  for  the 
interior  of  the  35-year-old  chapel  un- 
derwent major  interior  renovation 
during  the  past  several  months. 

The  renovation  included  remodeling 
of  the  stage  area,  installation  of  coved 
lighting  and  four  large  golden  chan- 
deliers, extensive  refinishing  of  the 
walls    (lower    walls    panelled,    upper 


walls  and  ceiling  painted),  installation 
of  new  carpeting  and  draperies,  and 
refinishing  of  the  ends  of  the  pews 
(painted  white). 

The  renovation  work,  performed 
primarily  by  college  carpenters,  paint- 
ers, electricians,  and  other  staff  mem- 
bers, was  made  possible  by  a  $22,000 
gift  from  James  E.  Simmermon  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Simmermon,  a  1949 
AC  alumnus  and  new  member  of  the 
college  Board  of  Trustees,  donated  the 
funds  in  memory  of  his  parents. 


At  left,  Ash- 
land College 
workmen  pre- 
pare one  of 
the  four  chan- 
deliers for 
installation. 
Below,  view  of 
the  renovated 
chapel  show- 
ing the 
AC  choir 
on  the  re- 
modeled stage. 


The  renovated  chapel  was  rededi- 
cated  on  Sunday  afternoon,  May  3, 
during  the  annual  spring  choral  con- 
cert, which  featured  the  AC  Choir, 
Women's  Chorus,  and  Chamber  Sing- 
ers. Participating  in  the  rededication 
were:  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz,  president 
of  Ashland  College;  Miss  Helen 
Shively,  daughter  of  Mrs.  U.  J. 
Shively,  whose  vision  and  dedication 
as  president  of  the  National  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  during  the  1940's 
and  early  50's  helped  make  the  chapel 
a  reality  (see  "A  Genius  Who  Appears 
.  .  .  Only  Rarely"  on  pages  8-10  of  this 
issue);  Mrs.  Donna  Stoffer,  current 
president  of  National  WMS;  and  Mr. 
Simmermon. 


Rev.  William  Kerner  Leads 
Deacon  Seminar  at  Highland 

Marianna,  Pa.  —  Rev.  William 
Kerner,  Director  of  Pastoral  Minis- 
tries for  The  Brethren  Church,  was 
the  guest  speaker  for  a  Deacon/Deaco- 
ness Seminar  held  March  21  at  the 
Highland  Brethren  Church. 

The  seminar  was  a  joint  activity  of 
the  Highland,  Masontown,  Cameron, 
and  Quiet  Dell  "triad  of  churches"  and 
was  attended  by  six  deacons,  four 
deaconesses,  and  three  pastors. 

Three  of  those  in  attendance  — 
John  (Jack)  Anderson,  Joyce  Ander- 
son, and  Otis  (Jr.)  Friend  —  were  only 
recently  ordained  as  deacons  and 
deaconess  in  the  Highland  Brethren 
Church  in  a  service  led  by  Rev.  Carl 
Phillips. 

Topics  covered  in  the  seminar  in- 
cluded the  meaning  of  deacon,  the  Le- 
vite  connection,  the  office  of  deacon, 
qualifications  of  deacons,  the  function 
of  deacons,  and  pastor/deacon  relation- 
ships. Various  ideas  on  how  deacons 
and  pastors  can  work  together  in 
ministry  were  also  discussed. 

—  reported  by  Pastor  David  Graetz, 

Highland 


Highland  Brethren  Church  deacons 
John  Anderson  (I.)  and  Otis  Friend  (r.) 
and  deaconess  Joyce  Anderson. 
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Grape 
Vine 


The  Vinco  Brethren  Church 
Choir  presented  its  Easter  cantata, 
Alleluia!  A  Praise  Gathering  for  Be- 
lievers by  Bill  and  Gloria  Gaither  and 
Ronn  Huff,  at  the  Raystown  Brethren 
Church  on  Thursday  evening,  April 
16.  The  Raystown  Brethren  hosted  the 
choir  for  a  time  of  refreshments  and 
fellowship  following  the  cantata.  The 
two  Pennsylvania  congregations  are 
located  approximately  50  miles  apart. 

Ashland  Park  Street  member 
Megan  Shultz  won  first  place  in  the 
10-11  age  group  at  the  Eagles  Club 
"God,  Flag  and  Country"  state  oratory 
contest  recently.  Her  victory  at  the 
state  level  capped  earlier  wins  at  the 
local,  district,  and  zone  levels.  She  re- 
ceived $300  for  her  state  win  and  a 
total  of  $275  at  the  other  three  levels. 
Megan  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Shultz,  dean  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary,  and  Mrs.  Jean  Shultz,  an 

In  Memory 

Bessie  Jones,  93,  April  30.  Member  of  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  of  Ashland. 
Services  by  Arden  E.  Gilmer,  pastor. 
Ben  De  Boer,  66,  April  27.  Member  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  New  Paris.  Serv- 
ices by  Robert  P.  Bischof,  pastor. 

Goldenaires 

Owen  and  Florence  Horn,  50th,  April  3. 

Members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 

Warsaw. 

Ray  and  Mary  Wright,  50th,  March  29. 

Members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 

Oakville. 

Merrill   and   Mary  Martha   Orebaugh, 

March  22.  Members  of  the  First  Brethren 

Church  of  Oakville. 

Weddings 

Jeanne  Marie  Spencer  to  Chaplain 
Eugene  J.  Beekley,  April  25,  at  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Sarasota;  J.  D.  Hamel, 
pastor,  officiating.  Members  of  the  Sara- 
sota First  Brethren  Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Falls  City:  7  by  baptism,  3  by  transfer 
Brighton  Chapel:  7  by  baptism;  2  by  transfer 


elementary   teacher   in   the   Ashland 
City  Schools. 

The  Brethren  Church  of  New 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  reports  that  four 
members  of  the  congregation  read 
through  the  Bible  in  1986.  Two  of  the 
four  were  Alda  Johnson  and  Helen 
Bowser. 

April  12,  the  Sunday  before  Easter, 
was  a  special  day  at  the  Burlington, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church,  when 
156  people  attended  for  "Bring  a 
Friend  Sunday."  Attendance  was  only 
slightly  higher  on  Easter  Sunday, 
when  the  160  people  who  came  made 
this  the  best-attended  Easter  service 
at  Burlington  in  at  least  the  last  four 
years. 

Rev.  Roger  Stogsdill  will  become 
pastor  of  the  Lathrop,  Calif.,  Breth- 
ren   Church    in    July.    The    Scioto 


Brethren  Fellowship,  the  church  plant- 
ing effort  in  a  Columbus,  Ohio,  sub- 
urb, which  Rev.  Stogsdill  has  been 
serving,  is  being  discontinued  because 
of  lack  of  growth. 

Dwight  C.  Schar,  an  Ashland  Col- 
lege alumnus  and  member  of  AC's 
board  of  trustees,  has  given  the  college 
$500,000  as  part  of  AC's  Partnership 
in  Excellence  capital  campaign.  Schar, 
a  1964  AC  graduate  who  grew  up  in 
Smithville,  Ohio,  is  chairman  of  the 
board  of  NVHomes,  a  home  construc- 
tion and  financial  organization  based 
in  McLean,  Va.  He  also  serves  as 
board  chairman  for  NVCommercial, 
NVLand  and  NVMortgage,  as  well  as 
president  of  NVInsurance  and  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
NVManagement  and  NVBuilders. 
Schar  has  requested  that  his  gift  be 
used  to  fund  a  student  loan  program. 


Southeastern  Brethren  Meet 
For  District  Celebration 

Maurertown,  Va.  —  Brethren  of  the 
Southeastern  District  met  together 
April  5  at  the  Maurertown  Brethren 
Church  for  an  event  called  Celebra- 
tion II. 

A  total  of  165  people  attended  the 
gathering,  representing  most  of  the  20 
churches  in  the  district. 

Celebration  II  was  a  time  of  singing, 
when  Brethren  lifted  their  voices  in 
songs  of  praise,  and  several  ministers 
and  wives  brought  special  music.  It 
was  also  a  time  for  a  bit  of  magic,  pro- 
vided by  St.  Luke  pastor  Rev.  James 


Naff.  Like  the  widow's  cruse  of  oil  that 
kept  on  producing,  Rev.  Naff  had  a 
pitcher  of  water  that  wouldn't  go  dry. 

There  was  also  a  time  for  recogniz- 
ing lay  people  who  have  contributed 
significantly  to  the  work  of  their  local 
churches.  Twelve  such  persons,  chosen 
by  their  respective  churches,  were  so 
honored  (see  photo). 

But  best  of  all,  it  was  a  time  for  fel- 
lowship, when  once  again  the  scrip- 
ture was  proved  true  which  says, 
"How  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 

Plans  are  already  being  made  for 
Celebration  III,  to  be  held  next  year. 
— reported  by  Rev.  Richard  Craver, 
Pastor  at  Maurertown. 


Honored  at  Celebration  II  were  (front  row,  I.  to  r.)  Ollie  Silvious  (Liberty),  Darryl 
Shanholtz  (St.  James),  Elizabeth  Myer  (Linwood),  Ruth  Finks  (Maurertown),  Edith 
Tusing  (Mathias),  (second  row,  I.  to  r.)  Freddie  Helsley  (Waterbrook),  Edna  Logan 
(Bethlehem),  Odessa  Shelton  (Mt.  Olive),  Priscilla  Brooke  (Covenant  Community), 
Irene  Waybright  (St.  Luke),  (not  pictured)  William  Cooksey  (Washington),  and  Susie 
Fitzgerald  (Oak  Hill). 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)* 

THE  CREATOR 

Do  you  know  what  we  call  someone  who  makes  something?  A  creator.  When  you 
make  an  object  out  of  clay,  you  are  the  creator  of  that  object.  But  only  in  part.  You  did 
not  make  the  clay.  Someone  else  made  it.  You  could  not  make  your  object  without  the 
clay.  You  cannot  make  something  from  nothing,  can  you? 

In  the  Bible  we  read  of  Someone  who  did  make  things  out  of  nothing.  Who  was  He? 
Yes,  God.  He  did  not  have  materials  with  which  to  work.  He  said,  "Let  there  be  .  .  .,  " 
and  there  it  was! 

Christians  believe  that  God  is  the  true  Creator  of  all  things,  including  people.  But 
that  isn't  all.  Christians  also  know  that  after  God  created  all  things,  He  didn't  leave  them 
to  take  care  of  themselves.  He  is  also  our  loving  heavenly  Father.  He  cares  for  us  in 
many  ways. 

Ask  someone  to  read  Genesis  1 :1  through  Genesis  2:3  with  you.  Then  you  will  be 
ready  to  do  the  following  activities. 


A.  What  did  God  create  each  day? 
1st:  1. 

2. 
2nd:  1 
3rd:  1. 

2 
3 


4th: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

5th: 

1. 

2. 

I                                  6th: 

1. 

On  the  7th  day  God 

2. 

B.     Choose    the     right    words    to    complete 
these  sentences: 

1.  God  created 


(nothing,  some  things,  everything) 
2.  God  made  the  world  from 


(nothing,  things  He  found) 


3.  God  made  all  things  in 

(five,  six,  seven) 

4.  After  the  creation  God  rested 

(one,  two,  three) 


days, 
day. 


C.   Of  the  things   God   created  the  2nd   and 
3rd  days,  what  do  we  use  when  we: 

1 .  Go  swimming? 


2.  Ride  in  a  plane? 

3.  Take  a  walk? 


D.  From  the  things  God  created,  we  can  make 
everything  we  need.  The  first  row  has  pictures  of 
some  of  the  things  God  created.  The  second  row 
shows  some  things  people  make  from  the  things 
God  created.  Draw  a  line  from  each  picture  in 
the  first  row  to  the  picture  in  the  second  row 
which  shows  something  we  can  make  from  it. 


A. 


B. 


4    # 


D. 
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What  do  these  27  Brethren  churches 

have  in  common? 


Ashland  Park  Street 


Bethlehem 


Bloomingdaie 


Bradenton 

Hagerstown 

Loree 

New  Lebanon 

Roanoke 

Scioto 


Burlington               Carmel               College  Corner               Garber 

Highland                             Icard  Kokomo 

Meadow  Crest  Mount  Olive 

New  Paris                     Oakville  Pleasant  View 

Saint  Petersburg  Sarver 


Smoky  Row 


Town  and  Country 


Tucson 


Warsaw 


They  all  subscribe  to  the 

Evangelist 

for  every  family  in  their  congregation. 

They  believe  that  church  ties  go  beyond  the  local  congregation. 

They  believe  that  it  is  important  for  their  members  to  know  what  is  happening  in  other 
Brethren  churches  and  at  the  district  and  national  level  of  the  church. 

They  agree  with  the  last  two  General  Conference  Moderators,  who  both  recommended 
(with  the  support  of  General  Conference)  that  every  Brethren  church  set  a  goal  of  100% 
of  its  family  units  becoming  subscribers  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist. 

What  about  your  church? 


Shouldn't  it  subscribe  to  the  Evangelist 
for  every  family  in  its  membership? 

Shouldn't  it  join  these  congregations  —  Bloomingdaie, 
Bradenton,  Burlington,  College  Corner,  Hagerstown, 
New  Paris,  Pleasant  View,  Warsaw  —  all  of  which 
have  become  100%  subscription  churches  in  the  past 
two  years,  as  recommended  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence Moderators? 

Urge  your  congregation  to  subscribe  to  the  Evangelist 
for  every  family  —  to  become  a  "100%  subscription 
church."  And  if  you  are  an  officer  or  official  board 
member,  exercise  your  leadership  to  bring  this  about. 

You  receive  the  Evangelist. 

Don't  you  think  every  family 


%o 


in  your  church  should? 
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Funderburg  Library 

MANCHESTER  COLLEGE 

North  Manchester,  IN  46962 


Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Children  and  Missions 


I'VE  been  thinking  a  lot  about  kids 
lately.  It's  probably  because  my 
wife  just  had  a  baby,  and  there's 
plenty  of  time  to  meditate  when  our 
hungry  daughter  decides  to  pull  one 
of  her  all-nighters. 

But  I've  also  been  thinking  about 
children  with  respect  to  world  mis- 
sions. 

I  remember  the  woman  who  told 
me  that  God  had  called  her  to  be- 
come a  missionary  when  she  was  six 
years  old.  When  I  looked  doubtful, 
she  explained  that  this  certainty 
that  God  was  calling  her  to  mission 
service  came  upon  her  during  a  mes- 
sage at  her  church  by  a  missionary 
to  China. 

She  obeyed  God's  leading  and  is 
now  in  Panama,  with  more  than  30 
years  of  cross-cultural  Christian  out- 
reach behind  her.  Obviously,  her 
childhood  spiritual  experience  was 
no  fluke. 

Recently  I  shared  this  story  with 
another  missionary,  and  I  expected 
to  see  her  eyebrows  raise  too.  But 
this  veteran  of  three  decades  of  mis- 
sionary service  didn't  even  blink. 
"I  felt  God  calling  me  to  become  a 
missionary  when  I  was  five,"  she 
said. 

God's  tug  is  serious  business 

God's  tug  on  a  child's  heart  is  seri- 
ous business.  That  shouldn't  sur- 
prise us  too  much,  considering  the 
biblical  examples  of  Samuel, 
Jeremiah,  Joash,  and  Timothy. 

It  seems  obvious,  therefore,  that 
preparation  for  the  mission  field 
reaches  as  far  back  as  the  Sunday 
school's  primary  department. 


How  can  we  introduce  children  to 
God's  love  for  all  peoples  and  reach 
them  with  the  gospel? 

Take  children  seriously 

First,  let's  take  our  children  seri- 
ously. Yes,  God  can  and  does  speak 
to  a  child  through  Scripture  and  by 
His  still,  inner  voice.  God  convinces 
the  young  child  of  his  or  her  sin  and 
of  his  or  her  need  to  accept  Christ  as 
Savior  and  Lord.  You  who  struggled 
as  a  child  whether  or  not  to  take 
that  long  walk  to  the  altar  and 
make  public  your  profession  of  faith 
know  what  I'm  talking  about. 

In  some  cases,  as  we've  seen,  God 
can  also  call  a  child  to  become  a  mis- 
sionary (or  a  pastor,  doctor,  or  any 
other  profession).  Children  must  be 
included  in  the  church's  overall  mis- 
sions planning.  After  all,  everyone  is 
a  potential  missionary. 

"I  don't  want  to  go  to  church  — 
everything  is  for  adults!"  my  10- 
year-old  cousin  said  recently,  the 
frown  on  his  forehead  almost  touch- 
ing his  turned-up  nose. 

In  our  missions  conferences  and 
seminars,  we  should  organize  ac- 
tivities especially  for  kids.  These 
don't  have  to  be  long-faced.  They 
should  be  fun!  The  kids  should  also 
meet  with  missionaries  in  Sunday 
school  and  vacation  Bible  school, 
and  they  should  be  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  pray  for  missionaries  and 
to  give  to  mission  projects. 

Before  going  out  as  a  missionary,  I 
was  given  a  commissioning  service 
by  the  dear  people  at  the  Nappanee, 
Indiana,  First  Brethren  Church.  Af- 
terwards the  reception  ended  with 


the  master  of  ceremonies  asking  one 
of  the  men,  George,  to  pray. 

But  before  this  man  could  start,  a 
tiny  voice  piped  up  in  the  silent 
room.  It  was  another  George,  George 
Bush,  about  five  years  old  at  the 
time,  who  just  naturally  assumed 
he'd  been  asked  to  pray  for  the  mis- 
sionary. He  did  so  beautifully. 

What  about  missions  literature 
written  especially  for  children?  I'm 
told  there's  a  crying  need  for  mis- 
sions books  and  stories  for  kids  — 
authentic,  contemporary  tales  that 
don't  trot  out  the  old  stereotypes 
about  the  jungle  and  witch  doctors. 

A  colorful  magazine  published 
by  an  evangelical  agency  in  Great 
Britain  just  crossed  my  desk.  It  was 
prepared  in  comic-book  format  and 
aimed  directly  at  kids.  The  theme: 
world  missions. 

Finally,  why  not  speak  directly  to 
our  children  about  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  world's  nations  and 
peoples?  Caution:  I'm  not  talking 
about  laying  guilt  trips  on  impres- 
sionable children.  They  shouldn't 
get  the  idea  one  has  to  be  a  mis- 
sionary in  order  to  be  a  good  Chris- 
tian. Some  of  us  are  called  to  cross- 
cultural  service,  some  aren't. 

But  we  can  open  their  eyes  to 
what  God  is  doing  around  the  world 
and  tell  them  about  the  joy  and  the 
adventure  in  serving  God  full  time. 

Compassion  and  common  sense 

Actually,  world  missions  involves 
plain  old  Christian  compassion  and 
common  sense.  We  Christians  have 
eternal  life  and  peace  with  God, 
while  literally  two  billion  people 
around  the  world  do  not.  Even  a 
child  would  say  it's  only  right  that 
we  get  them  the  Good  News. 

And  whereas  we  adults  put  up 
sophisticated  barriers  to  mission 
service  —  too  much  work  here  at 
home,  not  enough  money,  not 
enough  training  —  a  child  will 
trustingly  put  his  or  her  hand  into 
God's  and  follow  Him. 

As  a  small  boy,  I'd  always  wanted 
to  be  a  clown  or  a  cowboy.  But  these 
nights  as  the  baby  keeps  us  awake,  I 
pray  that  God  will  use  her  in  a  spe- 
cial way.  And  why  not  as  a  mission- 
ary? Then  it  will  be  my  wife's  and 
my  turn  to  obey  and  to  let  our 
grown-up  child  go.  For  opposition 
from  parents  is  called  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  missionary  service.      [t] 
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rlf  it's  such  a  good  job, 
why  do  I  feel  so  terrible? 


» 


r?  it's  such  a  good  job,  why  do  I 
feel  so  terrible?"  I  found  myself 
uttering  these  words  on  Sunday 
morning,  March  22,  1987,  about  the 
time  most  Brethren  in  midwestern 
United  States  were  going  to  church 
services.  They  were  said  in  retort  to 
the  third  person  who  told  me  what  a 
good  job  I  had  done  in  delivering  a 
dead  baby  without  performing  a 
Caesarean  section. 

The  words  were  spoken  at  Ahuas, 
an  outpost  medical  clinic  "hospital" 
located  on  the  eastern  end  of  Hon- 
duras, where  I  was  spending  several 
days  ministering  to  the  medical 
needs  of  the  people  of  the  area.  I  had 
arrived  in  Honduras  a  week  earlier, 
along  with  approximately  140  other 
medical  personnel  and  their 
families.  We  were  all  part  of  a  Medi- 
cal Group  Mission  program  spon- 
sored by  the  Christian  Medical  Soci- 
ety. Out  of  the  140,  three  of  us  —  a 
scrub  nurse,  an  anesthetist,  and  I  — 
had  been  asked  to  go  as  a  general 
surgical  team  to  the  remote  hospital 
at  Ahuas. 

I  was  to  think  about  these  words 
many  times  over  the  next  several 
hours.  I  would  like  to  share  some  of 
those  thoughts  with  you.  But  before 
I  do,  I  need  to  give  you  a  little  back- 
ground. 

That  morning,  our  medical  team 
had  just  finished  an  early  breakfast 
and  was  hoping  to  complete  morning 
rounds  at  the  hospital  in  time  to 
climb  aboard  the  tractor-pulled 
wagon   that  took   people  from  the 

Dr.  Hollinger,  a  member  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Brethren  Church,  is  a  surgeon  with  a 
practice  in  Goshen,  Ind.  He  serves  The 
Brethren  Church  as  national  statistician 
and  as  a  member  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence Executive  Council. 
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A  view  of  the  village  of  Ahuas  in  eastern  Honduras,  where  the  events  in  this  article 
took  place. 


mission  compound  to  the  local  Mora- 
vian Church.  This  would  be  our  only 
opportunity  to  attend  a  worship 
service  in  a  Honduran  church. 

But  our  plans  changed  when  the 
telephone  intercom  rang  and  we  re- 
ceived a  request  for  a  stretcher  at 
the  airfield  for  an  incoming  patient. 
Two  of  us  retrieved  a  green  canvas 
stretcher  from  the  clinic  building 
and  walked  toward  the  grass 
airstrip  nearby.  It  was  here  that  I 
first  met  Florencia  Gustaha.  As  we 
helped  Florencia  out  of  the  single- 
engine  private  plane,  it  was  evident 
that  she  was  very  ill. 

Forencia's  story,  as  we  began  to 
piece  it  together,  was  this:  She  was 
20  years  old  and  in  the  midst  of  her 
fifth  pregnancy.  She  had  two  living 
children  at  her  home,  which  was 
located  in  a  remote  Miskito  Indian 
village  on  the  eastern  end  of  Hon- 
duras. 


Florencia  had  gone  into  labor  on 
Tuesday,  March  17.  Her  baby  was  in 
a  breech  position,  and  one  arm  had 
presented  through  the  vagina.  Medi- 
cally, it  is  impossible  to  deliver  a 
baby  naturally  when  it  is  in  this 
position. 

Although  Forencia's  village  was 
not  located  a  great  distance  from  the 
Moravian  Clinic  at  Ahuas,  the  logis- 
tics of  getting  her  to  the  clinic  were 
overwhelming.  There  are  no  roads  in 
the  area,  so  all  travel  must  be  on 
foot,  by  dugout  canoe,  or  by  air. 
Forencia  was  first  taken  by  dugout 
canoe  to  another  clinic,  where  she 
waited  overnight  until  she  could  be 
brought  to  Ahuas  by  plane  the  next 
morning. 

As  the  hospital  administrator  and 
I  picked  up  the  canvas  stretcher  and 
carried  Florencia  the  several 
hundred  yards  back  to  the  hospital 
clinic,  it  became  evident  to  us  that 
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the  baby  had  died  several  days  ear- 
lier. We  also  realized  that  we  were 
now  going  to  need  to  fight  severe 
generalized  infection  in  the  mother. 
And  as  the  surgery  and  medical 
teams  prepared  the  combination 
operating  room/delivery  room  for  an 
attempt  to  remove  the  dead  baby 
without  doing  a  Caesarean  section, 
it  became  apparent  that  it  would 
take  a  miracle  to  get  the  infection 
under  control  in  this  young  mother. 

Thanks  to  the  many  generous 
gifts  from  stateside  pharmaceutical 
houses  and  to  the  work  of  the  Chris- 
tian Medical  Society  and  the  Mora- 
vian Church  mission  program, 
Florencia  had  access  to  some  of  the 
best  antibiotics  money  can  buy. 
These  were  administered,  as  well  as 
precious  IV  fluids,  which  were  given 
in  high  volume  in  an  attempt  to  get 
the  septic  shock  under  control.  The 
shock  was  caused  by  the  overwhelm- 
ing infection  in  Florencia's  body. 

Fortunately,  we  were  able  to  turn 
the  baby  inside  the  mother's  womb 
far  enough  so  that  it  could  be  deliv- 
ered without  a  Caesarean  section.  It 
was  at  the  completion  of  this  process 
that  I  first  uttered  the  words,  "If  it's 
such  a  good  job,  why  do  I  feel  so  ter- 
rible?" I  thought  of  these  words  sev- 
eral times  over  the  next  few  hours 
as  we  fought  the  battle  to  get 
Florencia's  infection  under  control. 

Over  the  next  several  hours  we 


The  surgical  team  in  action,  operating  on  a  Honduran 
patient. 
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saw  signs  of  hope,  as  Florencia's 
blood  pressure  improved.  She  would 
wake  up  enough  to  respond  a  bit 
more  and  to  talk  in  her  broken 
Spanish  about  the  possibility  of 
going  home  in  a  few  days.  We  also 
witnessed  her  beautiful  smile  on 
several  occasions.  And  we  saw  her 
complete  trust  in  total  strangers,  as 
she  placed  her  life  in  the  care  of  a 
hodgepodge  of  people  from  North 
Carolina,  Indiana,  Michigan,  British 
Columbia,  and  Honduras. 

Some  12  hours  after  I  first  met 
Florencia  (and  some  30  minutes 
after  her  last  confident  smile),  we 
began  losing  the  struggle  for  the 
earthly  life  of  this  young  mother. 
We  began  one  of  the  first  full-scale 
resuscitation  efforts  in  the  eastern 
end  of  Honduras.  But  we  were  un- 
able to  extend  Florencia's  earthly 
life.  Once  again  I  was  thinking  of 
those  words  that  were  now 
emblazoned  across  my  brain  —  "If 
it's  such  a  good  job,  why  do  I  feel  so 
terrible?" 

Later  that  night,  as  the  events  of 
the  day  flashed  through  my  mind, 
pulling  my  emotions  to  and  fro,  I 
found  myself  weeping.  I  thought  of 
the  brave  older  woman  (whose  name 
I  will  never  know),  who  had  accom- 
panied Florencia  on  the  plane  trip  to 
the  clinic.  She  could  not  speak  a 
word  of  Spanish,  let  alone  English. 
Yet  she  had  agreed  to  accompany 
Florencia,  partly 
because  Florencia 
had  no  mother  or 
father. 
As  the  events  of 
the  day  had 
unfolded,  she  had 
stood  or  sat  silently 
by,  clinging  to  a 
plastic  bag  that 
contained  most  of 
her  worldly 
possessions.  I 
witnessed  her  stoic 
acceptance  of  death 
as  an  integral  part 
of  life.  I  saw  her 
faithful  friendship, 
as  she  pulled  the 
nicest  clothes  that 
Florencia  owned 
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Dr.  Hollinger,  the  writer  of  this  ar- 
ticle, scrubs  for  surgery  in  Honduras. 

out  of  the  plastic  bag  and  lovingly 
helped  to  put  them  on  Florencia's 
body.  I  observed  her  continued  loy- 
alty, as  she  accompanied  the  now- 
familiar  green  stretcher,  on  which 
Florencia's  body  was  carried  out  of 
the  clinic  to  a  room  on  the  mission 
compound.  There  she  kept  watch 
over  the  body  during  the  long  hours 
of  the  night,  as  she  awaited  the 
dawn,  when  arrangements  could  be 
made  to  fly  her  and  Florencia  back 
to  their  community. 

I  also  thought  of  the  faithfulness 
of  the  Moravian  Church  in  estab- 
lishing this  medical  mission  work 
many  years  earlier,  in  order  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  this  commu- 
nity. Over  the  years  many  dedicated 
people  have  made  it  into  the  best- 
equipped  medical  facility  in  the  en- 
tire eastern  end  of  Honduras. 

But  I  also  thought  of  the  irony  of 
having  medical  assistance  so  close 
by  in  terms  of  miles  yet  so  far  away 
because  of  a  lack  of  transportation 
for  people  in  need.  And  I  was  struck 
by  the  paradox  that  less  than  a 
hundred  miles  away  great  expense 
was  being  put  forth  to  construct  a 
road  system  on  which  military 
hardware  could  be  moved,  while  in 
this  area  of  the  country  no  roads  are 
being  built  that  could  be  used  to 
transport  a  medical  patient  to  the 
clinic.  It  doesn't  matter  how  good  a 
hospital  or  clinic  might  be,  it  will 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 
not  be  of  benefit  to  people  who  can't 
get  to  it  in  a  reasonable  length  of 
time. 

My  thoughts  also  turned  to  the 
irony  of  the  smiling  way  in  which 
Florencia  accepted  the  medical 
treatment  she  was  offered  in  con- 
trast to  the  ungrateful  belligerence 
displayed  by  some  of  the  people  who 
had  come  to  the  clinic  the  same  day 
with  minor  medical  problems.  And 
my  emotions  were  on  a  yo-yo  as  I 
thought  of  some  of  the  patients  the 
medical  teams  had  been  able  to  help 
—  the  satisfaction  we  had  experi- 
enced just  a  few  days  earlier  in 
being  able  to  help  save  the  life  of 
another  pregnant  mother  who  was 
bleeding  internally  —  while  at  the 
same  time  I  realized  that  others  are 
dying  daily  because  of  the  lack  of 
basic  medical  assistance. 

I  remembered  the  assurances  from 
some  of  the  "old-timers"  who  had 
been  a  part  of  earlier  Christian  Med- 
ical Society  trips  to  northern  Hon- 
duras, who  told  of  the  progress  in 
medical  care  they  have  seen  over  the 
years.  Yet  I  couldn't  help  contrast 
the  present  level  of  care  in  Hon- 
duras with  the  kind  of  care  we 
North  Americans  take  for  granted. 

Finally,  as  the  night  wore  on  and 
as  I  was  totally  absorbed  in  my  re- 
flections on  the  day  and  the  week 
that  had  just  passed,  the  sound  of 
the  generator  died  away  and  the 
stillness  and  the  darkness  of  the 
night  closed  in  around  me.  As  I  lay 
there  in  the  darkness,  the  stillness 
was  broken  by  the  sound  of  a  Chris- 
tian Spanish  hymn  coming  from  the 
hospital  compound.  As  I  listened,  I 
realized  that  the  local  Christians 
were  ministering  to  Florencia's 
friend  and  to  the  people  of  the  hospi- 
tal compound.  My  mind  went  to  the 
many  faithful  missionaries  who, 
over  the  years,  have  planted  and  wa- 
tered the  Christian  gospel  in  this  re- 
mote part  of  the  world.  And  I  was 
convinced  again  of  the  importance  of 
redoubling  our  commitment  and  our 
efforts  to  see  that  this  message  of 
hope  is  spread  to  the  "uttermost 
parts  of  the  world."  [t] 


WHEN  I  mentioned  to  my  hus- 
band that  I  wanted  to  attend 
a  time-management  seminar,  he  re- 
plied, "You  have  no  desire  to  learn 
how  to  manage  time  better.  You  are 
a  workaholic  and  only  want  to  find 
out  if  you  can  cram  26  hours  into  a 
24-hour  day!"  Unfortunately,  he  had 
identified  a  real  problem.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  I  did  want  to  learn  how 
to  work  smarter  —  to  use  time  more 
effectively  and  to  the  fullest. 

God  gives  each  of  us  exactly  the 
same  amount  of  time  —  24  hours  in 
every  day.  Time  is  irretrievable; 
once  it's  gone,  it's  gone.  It  can  be 
wasted,  and  "Time  flies  when  you're 
having  fun!"  Time  can  also  be  used 
effectively,  but  that  requires  self- 
discipline.  Self-discipline  in  plan- 
ning is  the  essential  ingredient  of 
managing  time. 

Planned  use  of  time 

Planning  the  use  of  time  sounds 
trite  —  a  waste  of  time  and  un- 
spiritual  —  but  it  is,  in  fact,  a  bibli- 
cal activity.  Proverbs  16:9  says, 
"The  mind  of  man  plans  his  way,  but 
the  Lord  directs  his  steps."  God  di- 
rects people  who  are  moving  (and 
planning).  Notice  how  he  directed 
Paul  to  Macedonia  in  Acts  16:1-10. 
If  the  tasks  God  has  designed  are  to 
be  accomplished,  some  priorities  for 
the  use  of  time  must  be  established. 
The  following  priorities  are  appro- 
priate and  consistent  with  God's 
Word: 


Dr.  Drushal  is  director  of  curricu- 
lum and  assistant  professor  of  Chris- 
tian education  at  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  This  article  was  written  by 
her  at  the  request  of  the  General 
Conference  Stewardship  Committee. 
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1.  Time  with  God. 

2.  Time  with  family. 

3.  Time  with  the  family  of  God. 

4.  Time  for  yourself. 

5.  Time  for  other  people. 

6.  Time  to  plan. 

7.  Time  for  the  tasks  to  which  God 
has  called  you.* 

The  actual  doing  of  tasks  does  not 
appear  on  the  list  until  #7.  The  first 
five  priorities  have  to  do  with  sig- 
nificant relationships  in  our  lives. 
Ministry  and  leadership  are  rela- 
tional activites,  and  we  must  "abide 
in  the  vine"  and  "love  one  another" 
in  tangible  ways  in  order  to  carry 
out  these  activities  effectively. 

How  do  your  personal  priorities 
measure  up  to  this  list?  Maintaining 
an  appropriate  list  of  priorities  is 
the  first  step  in  effective  time  man- 
agement. 

Plans  communicate  intentions 

What  gets  done  is  more  impor- 
tant than  all  the  things  to  be  done. 
Each  time  I  begin  to  get  more  things 
on  my  schedule  than  I  can  easily 
handle,  I  sit  down  and  have  a  per- 
sonal talk  with  myself.  "Self,"  I  say, 
"you've  blown  it  again.  Make  a  list 
and  make  sure  nothing  is  over- 
looked." 

With  the  list  in  hand,  I  employ  a 
simple  system  that  helps  me  deter- 
mine what  things  to  do  first.  I  place 
an  "A"  beside  those  things  that  only 
I  can  do,  a  "B"  beside  all  the  things 
someone  else  could  do  (the  art  of 
delegation),  and  a  "C"  beside  items 
that  could  be  postponed.  Having 
designated  the  items  accordingly, 
then  I  get  started. 

One  at  a  time  I  begin  working  on 

*T.W.  Engstrom  and  E.  Dayton,  The 
Christian  Leadership  Letter  (March  1973.) 
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*ime  Effectively 


the  tasks,  crossing  each  one  off  the 
list  as  it  is  completed  so  I  can  see  ac- 
complishment. In  this  way  I  can 
view  the  progress,  and  this  provides 
encouragement.  Another  secret  to 
completing  the  list  is  to  do  the 
toughest  jobs  first  —  those  things 
that  require  something  extra  in 
order  to  get  them  done. 

I  can  hear  you  saying  to  yourself, 
'Who  has  time  to  make  a  list?"  But 
that  is  indicative  of  a  fallacy  in  time 
management.  It  does  take  time  to 
plan,  but  an  unplanned  day  allows 
unproductive  time  to  have  prece- 
dence. Time  is  ministry,  and  it  must 
not  be  frittered  away.  The  Apostle 
Paul  tells  us  to  "redeem  the  time" 
^Eph.  5:16).  We  are  responsible  to 
God  Almighty  for  the  way  we  use 
every  hour  of  the  day. 

Self-discipline  leads  to 
accountability 

Workaholics  get  things  done,  but 
sometimes  in  their  activity  they  lose 
sight  of  the  priorities  (relationships) 
that  precede  the  accomplishment  of 
tasks.  They  often  pay  a  price  person- 
ally, and  frequently  their  families 
also  suffer  the  effects  of  their  addic- 
tion to  work. 

Workaholics  must  make  them- 
selves accountable  to  someone  for 
what  is  undertaken.  Wayne  Oates,  a 
self-confessed  workaholic,  wrote,  "I 
am  powerless  to  'kick  the  habit'  [of 
workaholism]  without  God's  help."* 
Perhaps  the  reason  that  five  of  the 
seven  priorities  on  the  list  above 
concern  relationships  is  because  it  is 
through  those  relationships  that  we 
experience  God's  tangible  presence. 

*Wayne  Oates,  Confessions  of  a  Work- 
aholic: The  Facts  About  Work  Addiction 
World  Publishing,  1971). 


God's  help  is  made  manifest  in 
human  relationships.  This  truth  is 
basic  to  another  method  I  use  to  help 
me  control  my  personal  schedule. 
I've  found  someone  who  cares 
enough  about  me  to  be  willing  to  lis- 
ten to  all  the  things  that  I  have 
planned.  I  have  entrusted  this  per- 
son with  the  responsibility  of  react- 
ing and  responding  before  one  more 
thing  gets  added  to  my  already  de- 
manding schedule.  Trust  and  objec- 
tivity are  the  hallmarks  of  this  per- 
son. When  this  trusted  friend  calls  a 
halt,  I  usually  listen.  My  best  in- 
terests and  the  best  interests  of  my 
family  are  at  stake.  Since  "We  make 
time  to  do  the  things  we  want  to  do," 


THINGS  TO  DO  TODAY 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


5.  _ 


Making  a  list  of  what  needs  to  be  done 
can  help  you  use  your  time  more  effec- 
tively. 


By  Mary  Ellen  Drushal 

this     forces     me     to     continually 
reevaluate  my  personal  priorities. 

Effective  Christian  living  depends 
on  effective  management  of  time.  A 
Christian  who  has  so  many  things 
going  on,  and  so  many  commit- 
ments, and  so  many  responsibilities 
tends  to  talk  about  them  constantly 
and  seldom  gets  much  accomplished. 
Such  a  person  is  unproductive.  If 
what  gets  done  is  more  important 
than  what  has  to  be  done,  then  time, 
energy,  and  commitment  should  be 
spent  completing  the  tasks. 

Persevere  rested 

Caution:  In  our  time  manage- 
ment, we  must  set  aside  time  for 
ourselves  (priority  #4).  We,  like 
Jesus,  must  pull  away,  row  to  the 
other  side  of  our  lake,  and  refresh 
and  renew  ourselves  and  our  ener- 
gies. I  submit  to  you,  my  brethren, 
that  Christians  burn  out  when  their 
priorities  are  misplaced.  With  Jesus 
as  the  model,  Christians  will  always 
pursue  quality  relationships  with 
God,  family,  and  self  before  minis- 
tering to  others  and  undertaking 
tasks.  Jesus  said,  "Seek  ye  first 
[God's]  kingdom  and  His  righteous- 
ness, and  all  these  things  shall  be 
added  to  you"  (Matt.  6:33). 

We  frequently  hear  the  expres- 
sion, "The  faster  I  go,  the  behinder  I 
get."  I  challenge  you  to  remember 
that  God  created  us  in  His  own 
image  and  that  He  gave  each  of  us 
exactly  24  hours  a  day.  Prioritize 
your  time,  plan  its  use,  and  perse- 
vere rested.  Take  up  the  gauntlet 
and  manage  your  time  more  effec- 
tively. Keep  your  relationships  in 
their  proper  priority,  then  ac- 
complish the  tasks  to  which  God  has 
called  you.  [t] 
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And  don't  forget  to  write 

A  Father's  Day  Tribute 

By  Phil  Lersch 

This  letter,  a  letter  I've  always  been  glad  I  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  write,  I  sent 
the  day  after  my  Installation  Service  (which  my  father  attended)  into  my  first  full-time 
pastorate.  My  mother  died  when  I  was  14  years  old  and  a  freshman  in  high  school.  My 
father  died  two  years  ago,  when  I  was  54.  Brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
Lord,  "Let  us  love  one  another"  .  .  .  and  don't  — 

forget  to  write!  * 

"  January  U.  «60 

^  Dad'  easily  understand,  *^&2^»££& 

As  you  can  easJcked  in  the  mom'»g'°    isiting  us;  and _we  e 
church  was  nearly  pa*  wlth  many    i_         through*  all 

Ooen  House  was  a  8«£°        evening  <f™?.Qy  Whereas  1*»*P 

SrtSJ:  -Tand^meweU.  Certainly  I  apprec 

came  to  honor  me  and  ion  Day.  encouragement  .But  a 

was  quite  natural  on  In        bolsterl„g    and  e  ^  r  ^ 

It  was  a  day  ot  g  t0  roe  I  bop  ^        door  yesterday        ^ 

*«>  aff  ^mutual "friends  passed  <m ■£  that  I  have ^t  o 

As  one  ot  our  u  d  very  deariy  >  he  sald)    no         Maybe  its 

tag,  she  hroughUo  m«        hand  very  ^ml^  Ufa. ^May       ^ 

recent  years.  Clasp    B     rf  your  ach.evem       x  ^^  help  tn         most 

to  be  commended  on  hood  in  me,  coming  througn  ur 

5*  rodSSSS  horning  that  you  ^  ^  b      ^into  tears^ ^ 

you  stood  there  t      mother.  t w  d     wonderiu>  jo 

difficult  years  withou      ^  rf  ^^  He  be. 

Dad  certainly  deserv  to  anything, 

fanat  htlunew  *  ^^S?  ^^ff^  *  " 
ca-  somewhere  aS*Vdafterher  death,  yo 

from  both  you  and  m  ,onel,ness,  resp 

every  need.  the  time  to  reah*>  years.  But  i 

I  was  too  young  at  Q     ng  those  _  as  I .have 

„nd  tensions  which were  y  an(J  want  to  tn  my  ufe 

totaow  that  I  reahz  ethem  job  you  chd  »    ^  either.  ^ 

thanked  mother  -   » »  not  have ^een  eP        things  that  "Ren 

W*out  God  s  help  *  sQ  close  together   *ea^  ^        hgW  ofy^  f  ^ 

get  2S3£j£  f-SS  -Hermes 
HStaSt  *  **  yW  "  Barely  in  love, 


Your  Son 
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IT  IS  SUNDAY  morning,  and  Jim 
dashes  through  the  living  room 
looking  for  his  jacket.  Ten  minutes 
later,  he  walks  to  the  corner  to  meet 
his  ride.  At  9:30  he  attends  a  young 
adult  Sunday  school  class,  then  goes 
to  the  worship  service  with  his 
friends.  After  worship  the  group 
meets  at  a  restaurant  for  lunch. 

Jim  would  not  miss  these  Sunday 
activities.  His  social  and  religious 
life  centers  on  his  church,  which 
shelters  him  from  a  world  that  is 
often  hostile  and  unforgiving.  Jim's 
friends  understand  him  and  provide 
him  an  emotional  cushion.  Most  im- 
portant, Jim's  acceptance  of  Christ 
helps  him  through  daily  personal 
crises. 

Jim,  you  see,  is  a  learning-dis- 
abled adult.  He  suffers  from  marred 
and  confused  perceptions  of  the  out- 
side world.  Although  Jim  endears 
himself  to  others  with  his  ready,  in- 
fectious grin,  he  is  a  severely  hand- 
icapped person.  He  suffers  from 
lifelong  handicaps  of  dyslexia,  im- 
paired perceptions,  and  limited 
academic  learning. 

Jim  has  a  job  as  a  mechanic's 
helper,  where  he  is  a  conscientious 
worker.  But  he  has  trouble  following 
instructions  and  incorrectly  reads 
work  sheets.  He  apologizes  too  often 
for    his     mistakes     and     is     often 

Ms.  Wilson  is  a  free-lance  writer  living 
in  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio.  This  article  by 
Ms.  Wilson  was  adapted  for  use  in  the 
Evangelist  by  the  editor. 
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Welcoming 
LD*  Adults 
Into  the  Life 
Of  the  Church 


*Learning-Disabled 


ridiculed  by  other  employees.  Yet  he 
has  learned  from  sad  experience 
that  losing  his  temper  results  in  loss 
of  employment.  Though  22  years  old, 
he  still  weeps  in  the  privacy  of  his 
room  after  a  frustrating  day  of 
barked  commands. 

Last  November,  another  garage 
mechanic  injured  his  hand.  Amid 
shouting  and  confusion,  an  ambu- 
lance was  called.  The  episode  so 
upset  Jim  that  he  could  do  little 
more  than  sit  in  distraught  silence. 
LD  people  under  severe  stress  can 
"overload"  emotionally,  a  condition 
confused  with  seizures.  Jim  tries  to 
remain  calm,  but  his  emotions  break 
through. 

Jim  exhibits  physical  symptoms  of 
his  physiological  condition.  When  he 
is  overtired,  for  instance,  his  speech 
is  slurred,  leading  others  to  think  he 
has  been  drinking. 

Jim's  problems  are  similar 
to  those  experienced  by  other 
learning-disabled         adults. 
These  problems  include  low 
self-esteem,    a    tendency 
toward  withdrawal,  being 
misunderstood  by  others, 
lack  of  social  acceptance, 
and  even  rude  treatment 
and  ridicule  from  others. 

It  should  be  noted  that 
having  learning  disorders 
is  not  the  same  as  being 
retarded.  LD  people  are 
average  or  above  average 
in  intelligence,  and  many 
are  gifted.  The  condition 
is  also  mistaken  for  emo- 
tional illness,  but  the  two 
are  quite  distinct. 


By  Nancy  O.  Wilson 

People  with  learning  disorders 
need  understanding  and  acceptance. 
As  we  have  seen,  Jim  receives  both 
of  these  from  people  in  his  church, 
and  as  a  result  finds  his  church  to  be 
a  source  of  comfort  and  support. 

Are  there  LD  people  in  your  con- 
gregation? There  may  well  be,  for 
Dr.  John  R.  Moss,  an  instructor  at 
East  Texas  State  University,  says 
that  there  are  at  least  sixteen  mil- 
lion LD  adults  in  the  United 
States.*  If  one  or  more  of  these  spe- 
cial people  do  attend  your  congrega- 
(continued  on  next  page) 

*John  R.  Moss,  Ed.D.,  Department  of 
Special  Education,  East  Texas  Station, 
East  Texas  State  University,  Commerce, 
Texas;  May  31,  1984,  interview. 


(continued  from  previous  page) 
tion,  how  can  you  make  them  feel 
accepted  and  minister  to  their  spe- 
cial needs? 

Awareness  is  basic  —  that  is, 
being  aware  of  the  learning-disabled 
person  and  understanding  the  na- 
ture of  his  handicap  and  the  prob- 
lems he  encounters,  as  spelled  out 
above.  And,  of  course,  this  must  be 
accompanied  by  acceptance  —  ac- 
cepting the  person  as  he  is,  along 
with  his  problems  and  peculiarities. 

Affirmation  is  also  important,  for 
it  can  help  boost  a  shaky  self-image. 
Compliment  the  LD  person  for  her 
accomplishments,  even  for  everyday 
tasks,  which  take  so  much  effort. 
For  example,  compliment  your  LD 


friend  for  being  the  best  dog-walker 
in  the  neighborhood,  for  her  success 
as  a  babysitter,  or  her  skill  with 
house  plants.  And  take  special  note 
of  greater  achievements  —  such  as 
learning  to  drive. 

On  the  other  hand,  be  very  hesi- 
tant about  pointing  out  mistakes. 
An  LD  person  lives  with  failure. 
Don't  add  to  his  sense  of  defeat. 

Take  time  to  chat  with  the  LD 
person.  Share  thoughts,  plans,  and 
dreams.  LD  persons  tend  to  with- 
draw, behavior  which  shields  them 
from  social  stress.  So  it  is  necessary 
to  draw  them  out  by  taking  time  to 
share  small  talk. 

Make  an  effort  to  include  the  LD 
person  in  prayer  groups,  social  out- 


ings, the  small  events  important  to 
church  families.  Because  of  their 
handicaps,  LD  adults  tend  to  spend 
life  on  the  periphery  of  society. 
Therefore  special  effort  must  be 
made  to  include  them  in  the  life  of 
the  church. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  ways  a 
church  can  minister  to  its  LD  mem- 
bers. A  loving,  caring  congregation 
that  understands  the  particular 
problems  of  the  LD  adult  and  which 
seeks  to  make  them  feel  accepted 
and  to  meet  their  needs  will  also 
find  other  ways  of  ministering  to 
them.  Such  a  church  will  be  a  refuge 
and  a  source  of  encouragement  and 
faith  to  its  LD  members,  just  as 
Jim's  church  is  to  him.  [t] 


Readers9  Forum 


A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 


Let's  Not  Be  Ignorant  Brethren 


I  believe  Alvin  Shifflett  either  went 
too  far  or  not  far  enough  in  "The  Salt 
Shaker,"  May  1987.  His  topic  was  the 
TV  ministry  scandal  and  —  going  too 
far  in  my  opinion  —  he  gave  the  ad- 
dress of  the  ECFA  to  check  the  legiti- 
macy of  a  ministry  in  question  before 
giving  to  it. 

Not  going  far  enough  —  again  in  my 
opinion  —  Dr.  Shifflett  neither  gave 
the  address  nor  even  suggested  con- 
tributing to  our  Brethren  ministries, 
which  are  legitimate,  and  which  are 
supported  by  the  Brethren  denomina- 
tion. Every  board  and  organization  of 
The  Brethren  Church  requests,  begs, 
and  pleads  for  money.  Not  being  able 
to  expand  or  even  maintain  status 
quo,  the  Brethren  ministries  suffer, 
programs  are  curtailed  or  discontin- 


ued, because  Brethren  money  is  sent 
to  other  denominational  interests. 

For  instance,  on  page  19  of  the  same 
[May]  issue,  the  boards  say  goodbye  to 
Sterling  Ward,  whose  position  was  dis- 
continued due  to  insufficient  funds. 
For  20  years  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Missionary  Board.  Always  there  was 
the  need  for  additional  funds. 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education 
and  the  Crusader  program,  the  Pub- 
lishing Company,  World  Relief,  and 
the  Benevolent  Board  experience  this 
unfortunate  dilemma.  Money  given  to 
Brethren  ministries  is  used  for  those, 
not  for  pounds  of  mascara,  gold-plated 
tissue  holders,  an  air-conditioned  dog 
house,  etc. 

A  few  years  ago  we  attended  a  fu- 
neral and  the  pastor  read  I  Thessalo- 


nians  4:13,  and  omitted  the  comma  as 
he  read  the  verse:  "But  I  would  not 
have  you  to  be  ignorant  Brethren,  con- 
cerning. .  .  ."  Ignorant  Brethren!  Midst 
my  sadness,  I  wanted  to  giggle! 

Now  it  isn't  so  funny.  By  supporting 
other  denominations'  programs  in- 
stead of  The  Brethren  Church  minis- 
tries, we  are  hurting  ourselves  and  the 
outreach  of  the  church  around  the 
world.  Watch  out,  or  we  will  be  just 
that  —  ignorant  Brethren. 

The  address  of  Brethren  boards  is 
524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio 
44805. 

With  Christian  love, 

Mrs.  Dorm  an  Ronk 

Ashland,  Ohio 


Pontius'  Puddle 


X  ADMIRE  THOSE  WHO  SERVED  DURIMG 
THE  CrOLPEN  ERA  OF  PAISSIONS. 
FORSAKING  ALL,  SOJOURNING  TO  FAR- 
OFF  CONTINENTS,  BtfAV/ING 
INSECT-INFESTED  JONGLES, 
RISKING  LIFE  AND  LIMB 
,TO  SPREAD  THE 
WORD  OF  CrOP- 


NWVBE  WE  COOLD  GO 
WITNESS  TO  THE  NEW 
NE/6MB0R  DOWN 
THE  STREET. 


X  DONMO, 
LOOKS 
LIKE  RAlNl. 
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Be  self-controlled  and  alert.  Your  enemy  the 
devil  prowls  around  like  a  roaring  lion  looking  for 
someone  to  devour.  I  Peter  5:8 


Nine  Lies 
Of  Satan 

By  G.  Roger  Schoenhals 


ONE  THING  about  Satan  —  you 
can  count  on  him  to  tell  a  lie. 
That's  his  nature.  Jesus  said,  "He  is 
a  liar  and  the  father  of  lies"  (Jn. 
8:44)*. 

Some  of  his  tales  are  as  big  as  the 
Himalayas.  They're  so  ridiculous 
you'd  think  we'd  see  right  through 
them.  Instead,  like  thirsty  animals, 
many  of  us  lap  up  lie  after  lie. 

Here  are  nine  bold-faced  fabrica- 
tions that  easily  deceive  the  children 
of  God. 

1.  God  doesn't  really  love  us.  This 
is  the  first  lie  recorded  in  the  Bible, 
and  it's  probably  the  Mt.  Everest  of 
them  all. 

Satan  deceived  Eve  into  believing 
that  her  Creator  wasn't  really  in- 
terested in  her  welfare.  For  if  He 
truly  loved  her,  He  would  have  al- 
lowed her  to  eat  from  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 

The  truth  is,  God  loves  us  with  an 
everlasting  love,  and  it  is  His  good 
pleasure  to  make  our  lives  full  and 
complete  (Jer.  31:3;  Lk.  12:29-32;  Jn. 
10:10). 

2.  Persons  without  Christ  are  not 
lost.  We  look  at  certain  unbelievers 
who  have  many  fine  qualities,  and 
the  snake  whispers,  "Do  you  think  a 
loving  God  would  permit  such  nice 
people  to  go  to  hell?"  He  lulls  us  into 
relaxing  our  concern  over  unsaved 
loved  ones  and  neighbors.  He  causes 
us  to  think  that  somehow  every- 
thing will  turn  out  all  right  for 
everyone. 

The  truth  is,  there  is  a  hell,  all 
have   sinned,  and  salvation  comes 

*  Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  from  the 
New  International  Version. 

Mr.  Schoenhals  is  a  free-lance  writer 
living  in  Seattle,  Washington. 
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through  Christ  alone  (Matt.  10:28); 
Rom.  3:23;  Acts  4:12). 

3.  Most  people  are  not  interested  in 
spiritual  things.  The  devil  deceives 
us  into  believing  that  words  of  wit- 
ness and  expressions  of  spiritual 
concern  will  be  met  with  rolled 
eyeballs,  or  worse,  persecution. 

The  truth  is,  people  today  are 
troubled  about  the  world  and  the  fu- 
ture. Like  Nicodemus  in  John  3, 
people  are  looking  for  answers. 

4.  We  can  wait  until  tomorrow. 
The  father  of  falsehood  prods  us  to 
wait  for  a  better  opportunity, 
another  time,  a  later  date.  We  can 
talk  to  that  person  about  spiritual 
matters  tomorrow.  We  can  get  our 
own  lives  straightened  out  tomor- 
row. We  can  do  that  little  deed  of 
kindness  tomorrow. 

The  truth  is,  we  can  never  be  sure 
of  tomorrow.  Now  is  the  day  for 
action  (Prov.  27:1,  2;  II  Cor.  6:2) 

5.  We  are  not  responsible  for  those 
who  suffer.  That's  what  the  priest 
and  Levite  thought  when  they  by- 
passed their  suffering  neighbor  on 
the  Jericho  Road.  And  that's  what 
Satan  wants  us  to  think.  He  tells  us, 
"God  is  primarily  interested  in  the 
spiritual  needs  of  humankind.  He 
will  not  hold  us  accountable  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  hurting  peo- 
ple. It's  enough  to  care  for  ourselves, 
our  families,  and  our  friends." 

The  truth  is,  harsh  judgment  is  re- 
served for  those  who  fail  to  feed  the 
hungry,  take  in  the  stranger,  clothe 
the  naked,  and  minister  to  the  sick 
and  imprisoned  (Matt.  25:31-36). 

6.  God  excuses  our  "little"  sins. 
"It's  only  the  big  ones  that  count," 
declares  the  devil.  "God  is  not  going 
to  get  excited  about  a  little  cheating 
here  and  there.  Or  a  bit  of  gossip.  Or 


a  little  white  lie." 

The  truth  is,  God  hates  sin  —  all 
sin.  He  is  holy  and  He  demands  that 
we,  too,  be  holy  (Ps.  45:7;  Eph.  1:4;  I 
Pet.  1:16). 

7.  We  can  stay  close  to  God  without 
daily  Bible  study  and  prayer.  "It's 
okay,"  intones  Lucifer,  "you  can  skip 
your  devotions  today.  Lots  of  Chris- 
tians do  it.  Besides,  you  can  pray 
twice  as  long  tomorrow." 

The  truth  is,  the  more  we  stay  off 
our  knees  and  out  of  the  Word,  the 
smaller  our  spirits  shrink.  We  be- 
come careless  soldiers,  more  danger- 
ous to  the  church  than  to  the  enemy 
(Ps.  1;  55:17;  II  Pet.  2:1). 

8.  We  can  get  by  without  the 
church.  Satan  says  we  can  make  it 
on  our  own.  We  don't  need  to  fellow- 
ship and  worship  with  other  Chris- 
tians. Besides,  the  pastor  is  a  loser; 
the  people  are  ingrown;  Sunday 
morning  television  is  more  interest- 
ing; we  need  our  rest  and  recreation; 
we  can  worship  God  better  in  the 
out-of-doors,  etcetera,  etcetera. 

The  truth  is,  as  members  of  the 
Body  of  Christ,  we  need  each  other 
(Jn.  13:34-35;  Rom.  12:4-5;  Eph. 
4:15-16;  Heb.  10:25). 

9.  We  can  live  without  dying. 
"You'll  experience  true  victory,"  the 
hideous  lie  goes,  "if  you  will  only  try 
harder.  Abundant  life  comes  to  those 
who  strive  after  perfection  with 
white-knuckled  determination." 

The  truth  is,  a  seed  must  die  in 
order  to  bear  fruit.  The  abundant 
life  of  Christ  —  the  fullness  of  God's 
Spirit  —  belongs  to  those  who,  by 
faith,  are  dead  to  self  and  alive  to 
God  (Jn.  12:24;  Rom.  6:5-11;  Gal. 
2:20). 

Nine  lies  of  Satan.  Thank  God  for 
the  Truth!  [t] 
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Registration  for: 

"Pray  Without  Ceasing" 

Name 


1987  General  Conference 


Monday,  August  3  thru 
Friday,  August  7 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


Please  reserve  only  one  room  per  form.  YOUTH  are  to 
register  through  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  if  staying 
in  YOUTH  DORMS.  If  staying  with  adults,  use  this  form. 
NOTE:  Registration  with  prepayment  by  July  24  results  in 
lower  costs. 


HOUSING:  Ashland  College 

Dormitory:  Amstutz Kern 

Floor:  Women's  Restroom Men's 

Room  type:  Single Double 

Triple 


RATES: 

Single 

Double 

Triple* 


Prepaid  by 
July  24 

$13.00 
17.00 

25.50 


Upon 
Arrival 

$15.00 
19.00 
27.00 


Nights  staying:  S_ 
Th_ 


M_ 


W. 


Other  preferences: 


'Parents  may  bring  cots,  cribs,  or  sleeping 
bags  for  children  in  triples. 

Key  deposits:  $10.00/key.  At  least  one  key 
per  room  needed. 


CAMPING:  Ashland  Fairgrounds 

Water  and  electric  hookups,  restrooms,  no 

showers.  $5.00/night.  Pay  on  arrival. 


No.  Nights  x  Rate/Night 


$_ 


No.  in  party 


No.  of  nights 


No.  Keys x  $10.00  =    _ 

Total  Housing  Enclosed  =  $_ 


MEAL  RESERVATIONS: 

Tues.  —  BCE  Luncheon 
Wed.  —  Ministers'  Wives  Continental  Bkft. 
Wed.  noon  —  World  Relief  Soup  Line 
Thur.  —  WMS  Luncheon  (women,  BYC  girls) 
—  NLO  Picnic  (men,  pastors,  BYC  boys) 
Fri.  —  MBBC  Missions  Luncheon 


No.  Tickets 

X 

$5.50      = 

X 

2.50      = 

X 

Donation  = 

X 

5.00      = 

X 

3.50      = 

X 

6.00      = 

—  0  — 


Total  Meals  Enclosed      =  $_ 


'Ordering  tickets  for  Mon.-Wed.  meals  a  must,  due  to  early  deadlines.  Tickets  ordered  after  July  24 
subject  to  availability.  No  meal  refunds  after  July  24. 


ADULT  NAME  BADGES 

Please  list  name  and  home  church  for  each 
delegate  and  guest  included  anywhere  on 
this  registration  form. 


NAME 


HOME  CHURCH 


SUMMARY  TOTALS 

Total  Housing  Enclosed 

Total  Meals  Enclosed 

Total  Children/Junior 
Youth  Fees  Enclosed 

Total  Enclosed 


=  $. 


Makes  checks  payable  to: 

General  Conference  Housing 


CHILDREN  &  JUNIOR  YOUTH  PROGRAMS: 

Tuesday-Thursday  —  8:45  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m.;     Friday  —  8:45  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 


Family  Rates 

Week 

Day 

1  child 

$35.00 

$11.50 

2  children 

$52.50 

$17.50 

3  children 

$70.00 

$23.00 

—  A  minimum  enrollment  of  12  in  each  program  is  needed 
provide  this  service. 

—  No  refunds  for  children's  programs  can  be  given  after  July 
unless  minimum  enrollment  is  not  met. 


to 
24 


Children  (3  years  thru  2nd  grade;  completed) 
Child's  Name 


Age 


Junior  Youth  (those  who  have  completed  3rd  thru  6th  grade) 
Youth's  Name  Age 


Days  (circle) 

T      W      Th  F 

T      W      Th  F 

Days  (circle) 

T      W      Th  F 

T      W      Th  F 


—  Please  attach  a  note  regarding  any  allergies  (especially  FOOD),  medical  conditions 
and  nap  routine. 


Total  for  Children/Youth  $ 


FOR  OFFICE  USE  ONLY: 

Received  by 


Registration  # 
Amount/Check 


Date  received 


Check  Number. 


Mail  this  form  as  soon  as  possible  with  payment  in  full  (but  no  later  than  July  24). 
Send  this  registration  to: 

General  Conference  Housing,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 


UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Bloomingdale  Church  Dedicates 
New  Addition  on  April  26th 


Valrico,  Fla.  —  The  Bloomingdale 
Community  Brethren  Church  of  Val- 
rico dedicated  a  new  addition  to  its 
building  on  Sunday,  April  26. 

The  dedication  service  was  held  just 
three  months  and  three  weeks  after 
the  January  4  ground-breaking  for  the 
building.  Rev.  James  Black,  executive 
director  of  the  Missionary  Board  of 
The  Brethren  Church,  conducted  the 
dedication,  which  took  place  im- 
mediately following  morning  worship. 

The  new  30-  by  60-foot  addition 
houses  a  fellowship  room  (also  used  for 
children's  church),  five  classrooms,  the 
pastor's  study,  a  storage  room,  and  a 
puppet  and  supplies  closet.  The  new 
addition  exactly  doubles  the  size  of  the 
Bloomingdale  Church  building,  and 
forms  an  "L"  with  the  original  30-  by 
60-foot  structure,  which  contains  the 
sanctuary,  a  nursery,  kitchen,  and 
restrooms. 

Rev.  Charles  Ankney,  pastor  of  the 
Bloomingdale  congregation,  explains 
"how  God  enabled  us  to  get  His  build- 
ing built:" 

"We  sold  three  acres  of  land  [of  the 
original  8]  for  $75,000.  After  the  real- 
tor received  his  commission  and  we 
paid  off  our  $23,000  indebtedness  to 
the  Missionary  Board  Revolving  Loan 
Fund  (indebtedness  on  the  original 
building),  we  had  $44,000  in  the  bank. 


"The  new  structure  (valued  at 
$75,000  by  the  county  and  the  insur- 
ance company)  was  completed  for  a 
total  of  $41,000  [with  the  members  of 
the  congregation  doing  much  of  the 
work  themselves].  This  included 
painting  the  original  building  and 
complete  landscaping. 

"The  $3,000  left  over  was  used  to 
buy  equipment  for  the  new  building 
(pastor's  office  furniture;  new  chairs 
and  tables  for  nursery,  primary,  and 


junior  classes;  and  white  mellamine 
boards  for  all  classrooms). 

"So,  the  original  building  is  paid 
off.  The  new  building  is  built  and 
equipped  —  free  of  debt!!  Praise  the 
Lord!!" 

But  the  congregation  is  not  resting 
on  its  accomplishments.  It  has  purch- 
ased a  31 -passenger  bus,  and  as  soon 
as  the  bus  is  painted,  will  begin  a  bus 
ministry.  With  the  help  of  this  minis- 
try, the  Bloomingdale  Brethren  are 
trusting  God  for  an  average  attend- 
ance of  75  by  the  end  of  1987  (they 
now  average  40).  And  when  they 
reach  this  goal,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
build  a  new  sanctuary  (in  1988?!). 


Original  section  (at  right)  of  the  Bloomingdale  Church  building  and  the  new  ad- 
dition under  construction.  The  congregation  began  using  the  completed  addition  on 
Sunday,  April  12. 


Home  Mission  Pastor  Ron  Williams  Ordained 
In  May  5th  Service  at  Cleveland  Heights 

Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio  —  Ronald 
S.  Williams  was  ordained  an  elder  in 
The  Brethren  Church  on  Sunday  af- 
ternoon, May  3,  in  a  special  service 
that  followed  the  morning  worship 
service  of  the  Brethren  Fellowship  of 
the  Savior,  of  which  he  is  the  pastor. 

Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz,  president  of 
Ashland  College  and  Theological  Sem- 
inary, and  Rev.  James  R.  Black, 
executive  director  of  the  Missionary 
Board  of  The  Brethren  Church,  con- 
ducted the  laying  on  of  hands  and  the 
ordination  prayer  for  the  new  elder. 

Others  participating  in  the  service 
were  Dr.  Warren  Garner,  General 
Conference  Moderator  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church;  Rev.  Mike  Gleason, 
minister  of  outreach  and  evangelism 
for  the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church;  and  Rev.  Kenneth  Sullivan, 

June  1987 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  S.  Williams 

pastor  of  the  Canton  Trinity  Brethren 
Church  and  chairman  of  the  Ohio  Dis- 


trict Ministerial  Examining  Board. 

Dr.  St.  Clair  Williams,  father  of  the 
new  elder  and  himself  a  pastor,  gave 
the  benediction  for  the  service. 

Rev.  Ron  Williams  (34),  a  1980 
graduate  of  Ashland  Theological  Sem- 
inary (M.Div.),  has  served  as  pastor  of 
the  Brethren  Fellowship  of  the  Savior 
since  December  1982.  Under  his 
leadership,  this  Brethren  Home  Mis- 
sion congregation  has  grown  rapidly 
and  now  averages  over  500  for  Sunday 
morning  worship.  The  congregation 
meets  in  the  facilities  of  the  Hope 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
Cleveland  Heights,  but  plans  to  build 
its  own  facilities  in  the  near  future. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  a  pastor, 
Rev.  Williams  is  an  excellent  pianist 
and  has  played  and  sung  at  General 
Conference  and  in  various  Brethren 
churches. 

Rev.  Williams  is  married,  and  he 
and  his  wife  Karolyn  have  a  three- 
year-old  son,  Ronald  Williams  III. 
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UPDATE 


As  his  longtime  co-worker  Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton  (I.)  looks  on,  Dr.  L.  E.  Lindower  re- 
ceives an  honorary  doctor  of  humane  letters  degree  from  AC  President  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz. 

Nineteen  Brethren  Receive  Degrees 
At  Ashland  College  Commencement 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  largest 
graduating  class  in  the  history  of  Ash- 
land College  received  degrees  at  the 
college's  109th  commencement  cere- 
mony, held  May  9  on  the  front  lawn  of 
the  campus. 

A  total  of  702  degrees  were  con- 
ferred, nearly  half  of  which  (307)  went 
to  master's  degree  candidates. 

Among  those  receiving  degrees  were 
19  Brethren  students,  including  a 
grandfather/grandson  combination 
and  a  mother/daughter  duo. 

Dr.  Leslie  E.  Lindower,  the  grand- 
father, was  awarded  an  honorary  doc- 
tor of  humane  letters  degree.  His 
grandson,  Timothy  Eagle,  received  the 


bachelor  of  arts  degree  with  a  double 
major  in  religion  and  philosophy.  Tim 
is  the  son  of  Lonnie  and  Ann  (Lin- 
dower) Eagle  of  Galion,  Ohio,  and  a 
member  of  the  Ashland  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church. 

Dr.  Lindower,  a  1926  graduate  of 
Ashland  College  and  a  1928  graduate 
of  Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
served  the  college  in  various  positions 
(professor  of  Old  Testament  and 
Hebrew,  chairman  of  the  Education 
Department,  dean  of  the  college,  direc- 
tor of  the  library)  from  1937  until  his 
retirement  in  1974.  Prior  to  his  serv- 
ice at  the  college,  he  pastored  several 
Brethren  churches,  and  he  continued 


to  serve  The  Brethren  Church  in 
many  leadership  positions  during  his 
years  at  AC. 

The  mother/daughter  duo  was  Janet 
Zimmerman  Hamilton  and  Paula, 
both  members  of  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  in  Ashland.  Mrs.  Hamilton,  a 
1966  AC  graduate,  this  year  received 
the  master  of  education  degree.  Paula 
received  the  bachelor  of  arts  degree. 

Other  Brethren  students  who  re- 
ceived the  bachelor  of  arts  degree  were 
Jennifer  Burke  of  Nankin,  Ohio  (Park 
St.);  Phyllis  Chaney  of  Ashland;  and 
Shari  Clapper  of  Louisville,  Ohio 
(Brethren  Bible). 

Carol  Thomason  of  Ashland  re- 
ceived the  bachelor  of  science  in  art 
degree. 

Four  Brethren  were  granted 
bachelor  of  science  in  business  admin- 
istration degrees:  Douglas  McKibben 
of  Ashland;  John  Moore  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.;  Paul  Ward  of  Ashland;  and  Joyce 
Lamb  of  Paris,  Ohio  (Canton  Trinity). 
Joyce  was  president  of  the  AC  Student 
Senate  this  year. 

Brethren  students  receiving  the 
bachelor  of  science  in  education  degree 
were  Brian  Bollinger  of  Kissimmee, 
Fla.;  Vanda  Funkhouser  of  Sarasota, 
Fla.;  and  Laura  Lucas  of  Ashland. 

Barbara  Black  (daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  James  R.  Black)  of  Ashland 
and  Kelly  Cox  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  re- 
ceived the  bachelor  of  science  in  crimi- 
nal justice  degree;  and  Ingrid  Beckel 
of  Dayton  (Hillcrest)  was  granted  the 
bachelor  of  science  in  social  work  de- 
gree. 

David   Crookshank,   Ashland   Park 
Street   member  living  in   Columbus, 
Ohio,  received  the  associate  in  arts. 
—  reported  by  Joan  Ronk 


Choir  at  Cheyenne  Presents 
Church's  First-Ever  Cantata 

Cheyenne,  Wyo.  —  The  first  cantata 
ever  performed  by  the  Cheyenne 
Brethren  Church  was  presented  dur- 
ing the  morning  worship  service  on 
Easter  Sunday  by  the  church  choir. 

The  choir  sang  the  cantata  Re- 
deemer, written  and  arranged  by 
David  Scholl.  Rev.  G.  Emery  Hurd, 
pastor  of  the  congregation,  directed 
the  choir.  Roy  Guckenburg  narrated 
the  cantata;  solo  parts  were  sung  by 
Rodger  Downey,  Jr.,  William  Craig, 
Delphia  Johnson,  and  Ruth  Larson; 
and  Rev.  Hurd  and  his  wife  Sue  sang  a 
duet.  Other  choir  members  were 
Dorotha  Downey,  Frances  Johnson, 
and  Alice  Tharp. 

—  reported  by  Alice  Tharp 


Cheyenne  choir  members,  photographed  as  they  prepared  for  their  Easter  cantata, 
are  (I.  to  r.)  Dorotha  Downey,  Ruth  Larson,  Delphia  Johnson,  Frances  Johnson, 
Rodger  Downey,  Jr.,  Sue  Hurd  (and  daughter  Crystal),  William  F.  Craig,  Roy 
Guckenburg,  and  (directing)  Pastor  Emery  Hurd.  Photo  by  choir  member  Alice  Tharp. 
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UPDATE 


Sixteen  AC  Students  Journey  to 
Williamstown  for  "College  Day" 


Williamstown,  Ohio  —  Sixteen  Ash- 
land College  students,  most  of  them 
Brethren  or  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  attenders,  got  up  extra  early 
on  Sunday  morning,  March  29,  in 
order  to  attend  the  worship  service  at 
the  Williamstown  Brethren  Church 
one  and  one-half  hours  away. 

The  occasion  was  "College  Day"  at 
the  church,  and  the  dual  purpose  of 
the  event  was  to  acquaint  the  congre- 
gation with  Brethren  Ashland  College 
students  and  to  give  the  students  an 
opportunity  to  minister. 

Making  the  trip  were  Glenn  Black, 


Mikki  Brandenburg,  Kevin  Casto, 
Shari  Clapper,  Traci  Clawson,  Cathy 
Golick,  Matt  Harper,  Mark  Hupp,  Joel 
Kirkpatrick,  Sonn  Norviel,  Todd  Rug- 
gles,  Jim  Saffen,  Gary  Shaffer,  Joe 
Shultz,  Jenny  Witulski,  and  Jan  Zim- 
merly. 

The  theme  for  the  day  was  "Jesus  in 
Us."  The  students  used  music,  drama, 
and  personal  testimonies  to  develop 
this  theme  and  to  share  how  the  Lord 
has  been  working  in  their  lives  and 
ministering  through  them. 

Following  the  service,  the  students 
and  church  members  had  an  opportun- 


ity  to  get  acquainted   at  a  carry-in 
meal  in  the  students'  honor. 

College  Day  at  Williamstown  was  a 
positive  experience  for  both  the  stu- 
dents and  the  congregation.  The  stu- 
dents willingly  made  the  trip  to  Wil- 
liamstown, some  even  volunteering  to 
do  so.  And  the  congregation  was 
pleased  with  the  service  and  the 
chance  to  be  in  touch  with  what  is 
happening  in  the  lives  of  the  young 
people  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

In  the  fall,  the  church  plans  to  spon- 
sor a  "Seminary  Day,"  when  Brethren 
seminary  students  will  have  the  same 
opportunity  to  share  with  the  congre- 
gation. Keith  Stuart,  himself  a  stu- 
dent at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, is  pastor  of  the  congregation. 

—  reported  by  Given  Stuart 


Above,  ministering  through  music  are  (I.  to  r.)  Jim  Saffen,  Cathy  Golick, 
Gary  Shaffer,  Jan  Zimmerly,  Joel  Kirkpatrick,  Sonn  Norviel,  Jenny  Witulski, 
Traci  Clawson,  Mikki  Brandenburg,  Joe  Shultz,  Kevin  Casto,  Glenn  Black, 
Shari  Clapper,  and  Matt  Harper.  At  right,  Jim  Saffen,  Gary  Shaffer,  and 
Todd  Ruggles  present  a  skit  demonstrating  how  and  how  not  to  witness  to  a 

non-Christian.  Photos  by  Gwen  Stuart. 


Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Takes  Step  Back  in  Time 

Waterloo,  Iowa  —  Walking  into  the 
sanctuary  of  the  Waterloo  First  Breth- 
ren Church  on  Sunday  morning,  April 
5,  was  like  taking  a  step  back  in  time. 

One  saw  worshipers  dressed  in  old- 
fashioned  clothing  in  dark,  drab  col- 
ors. Women  wore  head  coverings  and 
no  make-up  or  sparkly  jewelry. 

Noticeably  absent  from  the  sanc- 
tuary was  the  usual  pulpit  furniture. 
There  were  just  a  table  and  six  chairs 
for  the  pastor  and  five  deacons. 
Women  and  girls  sat  on  one  side  of  the 
room;  men  and  boys  on  the  other. 

When  the  service  began,  no  organ 
accompanied  the  hymns.  All  singing 
was  done  a  cappella.  And  instead  of 
only  the  pastor  leading  the  service,  all 
six  men  read  from  the  Bible  and  took 
part. 

The  occasion  for  this  step  back  in 
time    was    the    second    annual    Old 


All  dressed  up 

for  Old  Fashioned 

Brethren  Sunday 

are  (I.  to  r.) 

Deacon  Kermit  and 

Deaconess  Emma 

Hoard,  Calvin  and 

Marlys  Lamb,  Max 

and  Kathryn 

Lichty,  and 

Pastor  Lynn  and 

Susan  Mercer. 

Photo  by 
Elizabeth  Dietz. 

Fashioned    Brethren   Sunday    at   the 
Waterloo  Church.  The  purpose  of  the 
special  day  was  to  demonstrate  how 
Brethren  worshiped  years  ago. 
Following    the    worship    service    a 


carry-in  dinner  was  held.  It  featured 
such  old-fashioned  foods  as  sauer- 
kraut, cornbreads,  mincement,  and 
apple  pies. 

—  reported  by  Lois  Catchpool 
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UPDATE 


Gil  Dodds  Inducted  into  Ohio's 
Track  and  Field  Hall  of  Fame 


The  following  article  appeared  in  the 
May  1,  1987,  edition  of  the  Ashland 
Times-Gazette  and  is  reprinted  here  with 
permission  of  that  paper. 

In  addition  to  the  information  below, 
Brethren  people  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  Gil  Dodds  was  the  son  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Dodds  and  as  a  young 
person  was  a  member  of  the  Falls  City, 
Neb.,  First  Brethren  Church.  In  the  mid- 
1940's  he  was  instrumental  in  convincing 
General  Conference  of  the  need  for  an  or- 
ganization for  young  people  in  The 
Brethren  Church,  leading  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  National  Brethren  Youth  Pro- 
gram. From  1964  to  1965  he  pastored  the 
Roanoke,  Indiana,  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Gil  Dodds,  considered  by  many  to  be 
Ashland  College's  greatest  athlete, 
was  inducted  into  the  Ohio  Track  and 
Field  Hall  of  Fame  on  Saturday,  May 
2,  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Dodds,  dubbed  "The  Flying  Parson" 
for  his  religious  convictions  that  led 
him  to  the  ministry,  died  at  the  age  of 


Brethren  minister  Gil  Dodds,  called 
"The  Flying  Parson,"  once  held  the  world 
record  for  the  indoor  mile. 


58  in  February  of  1977  from  complica- 
tions following  a  stroke. 

A  native  of  Kansas,  Dodds  was 
raised  in  Falls  City,  Neb.,  and  at- 
tended Ashland  College  as  his  father, 
a  Brethren  minister,  had  also  done. 
Following  his  graduation  from  AC  in 
1941,  he  went  to  Boston  and  began 
training  with  the  Boston  Athletic 
Club. 

It  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  1940's 
that  Dodds  achieved  his  greatest  track 
accomplishments,  becoming  known  as 
one  of  the  top  distance  runners  in  the 
United  States.  He  pioneered  the 
breaking  of  the  four-minute  barrier  in 
the  mile  run,  considered  by  many  at 
the  time  to  be  an  unreachable  goal. 

Dodds  believed  in  "sprinting"  the 
mile;  that  is,  attempting  to  run  four 
60-second  quarter-miles.  The  prevail- 
ing attitude  for  milers  at  that  time,  es- 
poused by  champions  like  Glenn  Cun- 
ningham and  Gene  Venzke,  held  that 
the  only  way  to  break  the  barrier  was 
to  run  quarters  in  62  to  64  seconds, 
preserving  enough  energy  for  a  furi- 
ous final  kick. 

Dodds'  theory  was  revolutionary  for 
its  era  and  gradually  caught  the  fancy 
of  the  world's  milers.  In  1954,  a  decade 
after  Dodds  had  retired  from  active 
competition,  a  British  school  teacher 
named  Roger  Bannister  became  the 
first  man  in  history  to  run  the  mile  in 
less  than  four  minutes. 

Dodds,  who  wouldn't  compete  on 
Sunday  in  keeping  with  his  religious 
beliefs,  enjoyed  his  share  of  success  on 
the  ovals  of  America.  On  March  11, 
1944,  running  as  a  member  of  the  Bos- 
ton Athletic  Club,  he  ran  a  4:07.3  mile 
at  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Meet, 
which  knocked  a  tenth  of  a  second 
off  the  world  record,  shared  by  Cun- 
ningham, Charles  Fenske  and  Les 
MacMitchell. 

A  week  later  on  March  18,  in  the 
Banker's  Mile  held  before  a  crowd  of 
13,286  in  Chicago  Stadium,  Dodds 
lowered  the  world's  record  again  by 
turning  in  a  time  of  4:06.4. 

In  December  of  1943,  the  Amateur 
Athletic  Union  bestowed  the  Sullivan 
Award,  emblematic  of  the  outstanding 
amateur  athlete  in  America,  upon 
Dobbs.  Shortly  thereafter,  he  retired 
from  competition  to  devote  his  time  to- 
ward his  study  of  the  ministry. 

Following  his  ordination,  however, 
Dodds  returned  to  the  track.  In  the 
1948  Millrose  Games,  he  set  a  world 


record  for  the  indoor  mile,  running  a 
4:05.3. 

With  his  sights  set  on  earning  a  spot 
on  the  1948  U.S.  Olympic  team,  Dodds 
qualified  for  the  finals  in  the  mile  run. 
However,  he  was  unable  to  compete  in 
the  decisive  trial  due  to  a  pulled 
Achilles  tendon. 

In  August  of  that  year,  he  retired 
permanently  and  became  the  track 
coach  at  Wheaton  (111.)  College,  a  post 
he  held  for  more  than  10  years. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  a 
counselor  at  Naperville  Central  (111.) 
High  School  and  was  still  active  in 
track,  serving  as  a  starter  and  a  timer 
for  collegiate  and  prep  meets  in  the 
area. 

The  late  George  Donges,  longtime 
coach  at  Ashland  College,  believed 
that  Dodds  was  the  greatest  athlete  he 
ever  coached.  The  Ashland  community 
often  helped  finance  Dodds'  trips 
around  the  country  as  he  competed  in 
a  demanding  number  of  meets  that 
filled  his  schedule  during  the  early 
1940's. 

Dodds  was  the  subject  of  a  bio- 
graphy, subtitled  "The  Flying  Par- 
son," written  by  Mel  Larson.  Pub- 
lished in  1945  by  the  Pinebrook  Book 
Club  of  East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  the 
book  focused  on  Dodds'  religious  be- 
liefs and  how  they  helped  him  in  his 
running  career  and  everyday  life. 

The  final  chapter  is  titled  "I  Run  for 
Christ!"  and  is  penned  by  Dodds  him- 
self. A  portion  reads:  "Remember  this, 
always  —  whenever  you  stand  up  for 
your  beliefs,  in  the  Christian  spirit, 
the  world  will  admire  you." 

Peace  Com.  Finalizing  Plans 
For  "Alice  in  Blunderland" 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  —  The  Brethren 
Peace  Committee  is  finalizing  plans 
for  the  presentation  at  General  Con- 
ference of  Alice  in  Blunderland,  a  col- 
orful musical  allegory,  according  to 
Phil  Lersch,  who  chairs  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  musical  will  be  presented  on 
Wednesday  night,  August  5,  at  9:00  in 
Memorial  Chapel.  Admission  will  be 
free. 

The  production  is  written,  com- 
posed, and  presented  by  Legacy,  a 
group  of  Christian  families  (including 
children)  from  northeastern  Ohio  — 
amateurs  who  do  a  professional  job. 

A  synopsis  of  the  musical  will  ap- 
pear in  the  July/August  Evangelist. 

Some  people  thank  God  for  the  open 
Bible  who  never  bother  to  open  it. 
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Southeastern  District  Conference 
Held  April  25th  at  Hagerstown 


Hagerstown,  Md.  —  The  spring 
Southeastern  District  Conference  was 
held  Saturday,  April  25,  at  the 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  First  Brethren 
Church,  with  more  than  80  delegates 
and  nearly  20  guests  registered  for  the 
one-day  meeting. 

Because  the  spring  meeting  is  gen- 
erally devoted  to  business,  the  confer- 
ence heard  reports  from  its  boards  and 
committees  and  elected  officers.  The 
1987-88  officers  will  be:  moderator 
Doc  Shank,  moderator-elect  Richard 
Craver,  secretary  Lois  Hutzell,  assist- 
ant secretary  Norma  Waters,  trea- 
surer Jim  Vance,  assistant  treasurer 
Alvin  Vann,  and  executive  committee 
members-at-large  Pat  Velanzon  and 
Robert  Keplinger.  These  officers  will 
be  installed  at  the  September  confer- 
ence and  take  office  at  its  conclusion. 

Significant  actions  of  the  conference 
included:  (1)  giving  the  district  mis- 
sion board  a  vote  of  confidence  in  des- 
ignating Frederick  City /County,  Md., 
as  the  primary  point  of  concern  for  a 
future  Brethren  Church  in  the  South- 
eastern District;  (2)  moving  the  Cov- 
enant Community  Brethren  Fellow- 
ship of  Fredericksburg,  Md.,  from 
class  to  mission  church  status  on  the 
district  level,  and  recommending  such 
a  change  nationally  to  the  national 
Missionary  Board;  and  (3)  amending 
the  district  constitution  and  bylaws  to 
increase    the    size    of   the    Board    of 


Spiritual  Oversight  from  six  to  eight 
members,  allowing  a  total  of  three 
members  who  are  to  be  lay  persons. 

The  church  growth/statistical  report 
yielded  inconclusive  evidence  of 
growth  or  decline  in  the  district  be- 
cause seven  churches  had  not  com- 
pleted statistical  reports  and  one 
church  was  not  included.  Of  the  11  re- 
porting churches,  four  showed  in- 
creases in  their  church  growth  index 
(average  of  membership,  average  wor- 
ship attendance,  and  average  Sunday 
school  attendance),  six  showed  de- 
clines, and  one  remained  the  same. 

Rev.  Eugene  Gardner,  pastor  of  a 
Lutheran  parish  near  Williamsport, 
Md.,  presented  a  challenging  and  in- 
spiring keynote  address  on  the  confer- 
ence theme,  "Pray  Without  Ceasing." 
He  used  I  Thessalonians  5:16-18  as  his 
primary  text,  focusing  on  the  concepts 
of  joy,  prayer,  and  thankfulness  found 
in  the  verses. 

In  keeping  with  the  theme,  he 
noted,  "What  I'm  saying  is  you  should 
'say  grace'  all  day  long  —  being 
thankful  at  the  time  you  are  most  in 
contact  with  the  gift."  Gardner  also 
said  that  "we  make  time  and  place 
commitments  to  our  salary  check,  our 
belly,  and  the  television.  There  is  no 
substitute  ...  to  also  making  the  com- 
mitment of  time  and  place  to  pray  — 
to  make  an  appointment  each  day 
with  God."         (continued  next  column) 


Wayne  Heights  Church  Tops 
Love  Loaf  Offering  Goal 

Waynesboro,  Pa.  —  The  Wayne 
Heights  Brethren  Church,  which  has  a 
habit  of  topping  its  financial  goals,  did 
so  again  recently. 

On  Sunday  May  3,  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  congregation  gathered 
during  the  morning  worship  service  to 
participate  in  what  has  become  an  an- 
nual highlight  of  the  church  year  — 
the  ingathering  and  breaking  of  their 
Love  Loaves. 

Six  weeks  earlier  the  Love  Loaves 
(small  plastic  banks  in  the  shape  of  a 
loaf  of  bread)  had  been  distributed  and 
a  goal  of  $1,800  had  been  set,  with 
half  the  income  to  go  to  World  Vision 
International  and  half  to  the  World 
Relief  Board.  Then  during  the  inter- 
vening month  and  a  half,  weekly 
reports  of  conditions  and  needs  in 
various    African    nations    were    pre- 
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sented  to  the  congregation. 

Prior  to  breaking  the  Love  Loaves 
on  May  3,  a  service  of  thanksgiving 
and  dedication  was  held,  during  which 
it  was  explained  that  the  breaking  of 
the  plastic  loaves  was  symbolic  of  the 
New  Testament  practice  of  breaking 
bread  —  an  expression  of  love  and 
sharing.  Then  each  person  moved  to 
the  front  of  the  sanctuary,  broke  his  or 
her  Love  Loaf,  and  poured  the  con- 
tents into  a  container. 

On  that  Sunday  evening  Rev.  Henry 
Bates,  pastor  of  the  congregation,  re- 
ported to  the  Wayne  Heights  Brethren 
that  they  had  exceeded  the  $1,800 
goal  by  24  percent  with  an  offering  of 
$2,238.  (Late  offerings  will  probably 
bring  the  total  to  $2,300.) 

Rev.  Bates  commented:  "We  praise 
the  Lord  for  the  generosity  of  the  local 
Brethren,  but  even  more  we  praise 
Him  for  first  of  all  giving  us  the 
wealth  in  order  that  we  might  have  it 
to  share  with  others." 


He  recommended  that  each  one  pray 
this  prayer:  "God,  help  me  to  resolve 
to  meet  you.  Help  me  to  pick  the  time, 
help  me  to  pick  the  place,  to  meet  you. 
You  are  the  beginning  of  my  life  and 
the  ending  of  my  life.  You  are  the  be- 
ginning of  my  day  and  the  ending  of 
my  day." 

General  Conference  Moderator  War- 
ren Garner  addressed  the  conference 
on  recent  developments  nationally. 
Printed  reports  from  denominational 
ministries  were  distributed. 

The  adult  choir  of  the  St.  James 
Md.,  Brethren  Church  presented  its 
Easter  musical,  Alleluia!  Praise  the 
Lamb,  directed  by  Harriette  Bowers 
and  accompanied  by  Elaine  Martin 
and  Dawn  Smith.  Soloists  included 
Brian  Moore,  Joseph  Schnebly,  Larry 
and  Debbie  Violet,  and  Sandy  Mallott. 
Narrator  was  David  Drury. 

—  Ronald  W.  Waters 


Mrs.  Helen  Glessner  with  Waterloo 
moderator  LeRoy  Lamb  (I.)  and  Pastor 

Lynn  Mercer.  Photo  by  Elizabeth  Deitz. 

Helen  Glessner  Honored 
By  Waterloo  Congregation 

Waterloo,  Iowa  —  The  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Waterloo  observed  Sun- 
day, March  8,  as  "Helen  Glessner  Ap- 
preciation Day,"  to  honor  Mrs.  Gless- 
ner for  her  many  years  of  faithful 
service  to  the  congregation. 

Mrs.  Glessner  served  the  church  as 
secretary  from  1955  to  1986. 

During  the  Sunday  school  opening, 
Mrs.  Glessner  was  given  a  corsage 
from  the  Sunday  school.  Then  during 
the  worship  service  she  was  presented 
mementos  from  the  various  organiza- 
tions and  committees  of  which  she  has 
been  a  member.  She  also  received  a 
plaque  and  a  European  dish  garden 
arrangement  from  the  Waterloo  con- 
gregation. 

—  reported  by  Lois  Catchpool 
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The  remodeling  of  the  Brethren  na- 
tional offices  building  in  Ashland 
(formerly  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company  Building)  is  nearly  com- 
plete, and  national  office  employees 
moved  into  their  new  offices  during 
the  last  week  of  May.  With  all  na- 
tional office  personnel  now  in  one 
building,  they  can  all  be  reached  once 
again  by  calling  one  telephone 
number  —  419-289-1708.  An  article 
about  the  remodeling  and  pictures  of 
the  new  offices  will  be  included  in  next 
month's  issue  of  the  EVANGELIST. 

Daryl  Young,  a  member  of  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 

ESA,  Justlife  Name  Ron  Sider 
As  New  Executive  Director 

Washington  D.C.  —  The  Board  of 
Directors  of  Evangelicals  for  Social 
Action  (ESA)  and  Justlife  recently 
named  Ron  Sider  as  the  new  executive 
director  of  both  organizations,  effec- 
tive September  1,  1987. 

ESA  is  an  evangelical  grass-roots 
educational  organization  focused  on 
promoting  a  consistent  pro-life 
agenda.  The  group  seeks  to  develop  a 
biblically  balanced  agenda  for  public 
policy  by  combining  solid  biblical 
study  with  socio-economic  analysis  on 
all  issues. 

Justlife  is  a  political  action  commit- 
tee formed  in  1986  to  support  political 
candidates  with  a  consistent  pro-life 
agenda.  A  broad  coalition  of  Catholics 
and  Protestants,  Justlife  works  to  end 
abortion  and  the  nuclear  arms  race 
and  to  promote  economic  justice. 

Ron  Sider,  professor  of  theology  at 
Eastern  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 
nary, has  been  closely  involved  with 
both  ESA  and  Justlife  from  their  be- 
ginnings. He  was  president,  then 
chairperson  of  ESA,  and  has  served  as 
Justlife's  secretary  since  it  began. 

Dr.  Sider  was  The  Brethren 
Church's  General  Conference  speaker 
in  August  1978. 

—  submitted  by  Jean  Lersch, 
Social  Concerns  Committee  Chair 


Church,  was  named  valedictorian  of 
his  graduating  class  at  Mapleton  High 
School  in  May.  The  son  of  Leslie  and 
Cleo  Young,  Daryl  was  also  president 
of  his  senior  class,  the  starting  quar- 
terback on  the  school  football  team,  a 
starter  on  the  basketball  team,  played 
varsity  baseball  and  ran  track,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Students  at  Mapleton. 

Jonathan  David  Stone  was  born 
to  Pastor  David  and  Jill  Stone  of  the 
Roann,  Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church  on 
April  5.  Jonathan  weighed  in  at  7  lbs. 
and  15  oz. 

Approximately  20  members  of  the 
Williamstown,  Ohio,  Brethren 
Church  participated  in  a  prayer  vigil 


March  6  on  the  World  Day  of  Prayer. 

Five  of  the  churches  of  the  Florida 
District  participated  in  a  pulpit  ex- 
change on  May  3  as  part  of  the  "Triads 
of  Love"  program  recommended  by 
General  Conference  Moderator  War- 
ren Garner. 

Sandy  Schwartz,  wife  of  former 
Brethren  pastor  Rev.  Ed  Schwartz, 
who  has  been  on  kidney  dialysis  for 
nearly  five  years,  has  been  referred  by 
her  doctors  to  a  medical  team  for  a 
kidney  transplant,  perferably  from  a 
living  donor.  The  Schwartzes  request 
prayer  on  their  behalf  that  a  donor 
might  be  found  (with  type  "0"  blood) 
and  that  Sandy  will  undergo  a  suc- 
cessful transplant  operation. 


In  Memory 

Rev.  Elmer  Martin  Keck,  86,  retired 
Brethren  pastor  living  in  Ashland,  died 
May  26  following  an  extended  illness. 

Born  in  Galesberg,  Mich.,  on  June  27, 
1900,  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Mar- 
tin) Keck,  Brother  Keck  attended  Ashland 
Academy 
(graduating 
in  1923), 
Ashland 
College  (a 
1927 

graduate), 
and  Ashland 
College 
Seminary 
(graduating 
in  1933).  He 
also  at- 
tended Dal- 
las Theologi- 
cal Semi- 
nary, receiv- 
ing a  master  of  theology  degree  in  1936. 

Rev.  Keck  served  numerous  Brethren 
churches  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Maryland,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska, and  Ohio.  Following  his  retire- 
ment, he  became  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church. 

Rev.  Keck  was  married  August  29,  1929, 
to  Aleda  C.  Mead,  who  survives  him.  Also 
surviving  are  one  daughter,  Grace  (Grippo) 
of  Tarrs,  Pa.;  two  sons,  John  of  New 
Windsor,  Md.,  and  Ralph  of  Polk,  Ohio;  11 
grandchildren,  and  13  great-grandchildren. 

Services  were  held  May  28  at  the  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church  with  Rev.  Michael 
Gleason,  minister  of  evangelism  and  dis- 
cipleship,  officiating. 

Tammy  (Jessop)  Gardner,  21,  April  23. 
Attended  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Milford.  Services  by  Paul  D.  Tinkel,  pastor. 
Walter  E.  Walker,  80,  April  2.  Member  of 
the  Vinco  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Carl  Phillips,  pastor. 

Doris  Darnell,  60,  March  23.  Member  and 
church  organist  for  many  years  of  the  First 
Brethren  Church  of  Milford.  Services  by 
Paul  D.  Tinkel,  pastor. 


Melvin  Atwood  Stuckey,  87,  November 
4,  1986,  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.  Dr.  Stuckey 
served  as  professor  of  Bible  homiletics  and 
Christian  education  at  Ashland  College 
and  Seminary  for  a  number  of  years  begin- 
ning in  1927.  In  1942  he  became  dean  of 
the  seminary,  a  position  he  held  for  eight 
years. 

Goldenaires 

Everett  and  Glenna  Ludy,  50th,  June  6. 
Members  of  The  Brethren  Church  in  New 
Lebanon. 

Roy  and  Jessie  Selby,  65th,  June  1. 
Members  of  the  Hillcrest  Brethren  Church 
in  Dayton. 

William  Claude  and  Opal  Ridenour, 
50th,  May  17.  Members  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Burlington. 

Weddings 

Ginger  Phillips  to  Greg  Morhardt,  May 

23,  at  the  Milledgeville  Brethren  Church; 
Brad  Hardesty,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren 
Church. 

Marjorie  Fisher  to  Jon  Morrison,  May 
16,  at  the  Milford  First  Brethren  Church; 
Paul  D.  Tinkel,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Milford  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Diane  Perry  to  Mike  Shenefield,  May 
16,  at  the  Milford  First  Brethren  Church; 
Paul  D.  Tinkel,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Milford  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Sandra  Cowles  to  Charles  Spillman, 
April  25,  at  the  Milford  First  Brethren 
Church;  Paul  D.  Tinkel,  pastor,  officiating. 
Friends  of  the  pastor. 
Charlene  Fisher  to  Michael  Pedersen, 
February  14,  at  the  Milford  First  Brethren 
Church;  Paul  D.  Tinkel,  pastor,  officiating. 
Bride  a  member  of  the  Milford  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Milledgeville:  2  by  transfer 
Milford:  3  by  baptism,  5  by  transfer 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)* 

OUR  HEAVENLY  FATHER 

Last  month  we  learned  that  God  is  our  Creator.  God  is  also  our  loving  Heavenly  Father  who 
cares  for  us  in  many  ways.  How  do  we  know  He  loves  us?  One  way  we  know  is  by  the  way  He 
made  us.  He  made  us  so  we  can  enjoy  the  beautiful  world.  He  has  given  us  eyes  to  see;  ears  to 
hear;  noses  to  smell;  hands  to  work  and  play;  feet  to  walk  and  run;  tongues  to  taste  and  speak; 
minds  to  learn  and  think.  God  shows  His  love  for  us  through  these  abilities  He  has  given  us. 

God  also  shows  His  care  for  us  through  other  people.  He  has  given  us  our  parents  and 
grandparents;  our  brothers  and  sisters;  our  cousins,  aunts,  and  uncles;  and  many  other  loving 
people.  Our  families  and  friends  not  only  help  us,  but  they  also  make  our  lives  happier. 

Christians  know  God  made  us  and  cares  for  us.  He  is  our  Creator  and  our  loving  Heavenly 
Father. 


A.  Who  are  these  loving 
people?  Choose  the 
right  word  from  the 
Word  Box  and  write  the 
letter  of  that  word  on  the 
line. 


1 .  Your  mother's  or  father's  mother. 

2.  Your  mother's  or  father's  father. 

3.  Your  mother  and  father. 

4.  Your  mother's  or  father's  sister. 

5.  Your  mother's  or  father's  brother. 

6.  A  boy  in  your  family. 

7.  A  girl  in  your  family. 

8.  Your  aunt  and  uncle's  children. 

9.  Someone  who  helps  you  learn. 

10.  Someone  you  like  to  be  with. 

11.  The  one  in  charge  of  your  church. 


Word  Box 

a.  Friend 

g.  Grandmother 

b.  Grandfather 

h.  Brother 

c.  Cousins 

i.   Pastor                  ! 

d.  Teacher 

j.   Aunt 

e.  Uncle 

k.  Sister 

f.   Parents 

B.  Look  up  these  Scriptures.  What  part  of  the 
body  is  each  one  about?  How  do  we  use  each 
part?  Write  your  answers  in  the  spaces  below. 


Scriptures  Body  Part 

1.  Psalm  26:12      

2.  Psalm  34:13      

3.  Psalm  44:1 

4.  Proverbs  4:25    . 

5.  Isaiah  26:3 

6.  Malachi  1:5 

7.  Matthew  11:15  . 

8.  Ephesians  4:28. 

9.  I  John  1:1 


Use 


10.  Revelation  1:7 


C.  Draw  pictures  to  show  what  you  use  when  you 
do  each  of  these  things: 


1.  Look 

2.  Listen 

3.  Smell 


4.  Taste 

5.  Speak 

6.  Feel 
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Thank  you 


for  helping  take  some  of 
the  pain  of  today's 
educational  expense 


and  putting  some  new  life 
into  our  seminary  and 
pre-seminary  students  with  your 

Ministerial  Student  Aid 

offering. 


Sixty-two  churches  gave  $9,285.43 
this  past  year,  which  enabled  the 
MSA  committee  to  assist  eight 
seminary  students  and  one  pre- 
seminary  student  with  scholarships 
averaging  $800. 


Our  seminary  and  pre-seminary 
students  discover  a  horse  of  a 
different  color  .  .  . 

when  the  community  of  believers  puts  its 
faith  into  action  with: 

•  an  offering  of  prayer 

•  a  spoken  word  of  personal 
encouragement 

•  offerings  for  student  aid 

Our  students  do  appreciate  less  pain, 
more  life,  and  a  horse  with  everyone 
headed  the  same  direction. 


Support  the  ministerial 
student  aid  program 

You  may  send  your  offering  to: 
The  Rev.  Bradley  Weidenhamer 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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by  Alvin  ShiMett 


The  Weight  of  Prayer 


OUR  CHURCH  is  looking  into 
buying  a  computer.  The  com- 
puter they  are  considering  will  do 
just  about  everything  but  preach  a 
sermon.  It  can  even  help  do  that,  for 
programs  are  available  that  enable 
a  pastor  to  type  in  any  topic  and 
have  a  virtual  concordance  before 
him  in  seconds. 

For  example,  he  could  type  in  the 
word  prayer,  and  presto,  the  com- 
puter will  instantly  show  all  the 
verses  in  the  Bible  that  contain  this 
word.  In  this  sense,  the  computer  is 
able  to  preach  by  assisting  in  ser- 
mon preparation. 

But  one  thing  a  computer  cannot 
do  is  pray.  Only  humans  can  do  this. 
E.  M.  Bounds  once  said:  "What  the 
Church  needs  today  is  not  more  or 
better  machines,  not  new  organiza- 
tion or  more  and  novel  methods,  but 
men  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  can  use, 
men  of  prayer,  mighty  in  prayer. 
The  Holy  Ghost  does  not  flow 
through  methods  but  through 
people.  He  does  not  come  on 
machines  but  on  people.  He  does  not 
anoint  plans,  but  people  —  people  of 
prayer!" 

A  blessing  and  a  burden 

Prayer,  as  I  understand  it,  is  a 
paradox  —  that  is,  both  a  blessing 
and  a  burden.  (I  prefer  the  word 
"burden"  rather  than  "curse"  in  this 
situation.)  People  of  prayer  are  often 
the  most  blessed  and  respected 
people  on  earth.  You  can  easily  see 
the  difference  God  makes  in  their 
lives.  They  have  a  quiet  understand- 


ing —  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  (see  Ga- 
latians  5:22-23).  They  are  on  top  of 
things  because  prayer  is  like  an  in- 
visible support.  Others  seldom  see 
the  praying,  just  its  results.  The 
support  frames  are  not  visible,  only 
the  beautifully  designed  building. 

But  erecting  those  support  frames 
is  burdensome  —  a  tough  and  ardu- 
ous task.  That's  probably  why  many 
Christians  do  not  become  prayer 
warriors.  It's  burdensome.  It  consists 
of  long  prayer  lists  and  laborious 
praying.  Christians  who  pray  in  this 
way  bear  the  weight  of  the  church 
on  their  shoulders.  Unfortunately, 
the  weight  isn't  shared  by  enough 
people. 

Weighing  prayer 

How  much  does  prayer  weigh? 
That  may  appear  to  be  a  foolish 
question,  for  how  can  you  weigh  a 
prayer?  It's  like  asking  how  many 
angels  can  dance  on  the  head  of  a 
pin.  Or  how  much  a  soul  weighs? 

Several  years  ago,  while  dining  in 
a  restaurant  in  Woodstock,  Va.,  I 
heard  a  story  that  revealed  one  way 
of  weighing  a  prayer. 

The  event  took  place  during  World 
War  II,  a  week  before  Christmas.  A 
bedraggled  woman  went  into  a  gro- 
cery store  and  asked  the  owner  for 
food.  The  grocer  asked  her  if  she  had 
any  money.  She  replied,  "My  hus- 
band was  killed  in  the  war,  and  I 
have  nothing  to  offer  but  a  little 
prayer." 

Apparently  the  crusty  old  grocer 
was  known  for  his  insensitivity,  and 


he  had  little  regard  for  Christians. 
Besides,  those  were  hard  times,  and 
a  person  couldn't  stay  in  business 
long  by  giving  away  food.  So  he  said 
to  the  woman  in  a  sarcastic  tone, 
"Write  your  prayer  on  paper  and 
give  it  to  me."  Then  he  turned  to  go 
about  his  business. 

But  to  his  surprise  the  woman 
plucked  a  piece  of  paper  out  of  her 
dress  and  handed  it  to  him  across 
the  counter.  "I  wrote  this  during  the 
night  while  watching  over  my  sick 
baby,"  she  said. 

The  grocer  took  the  paper  and 
without  reading  it  remarked,  "We 
shall  see  how  much  it's  worth  in 
food!" 

He  placed  the  paper  on  one  of  his 
scales,  then  on  the  other  arm  of  the 
scale  he  placed  a  loaf  of  bread.  But 
to  his  surprise  and  embarrassment, 
the  arm  with  the  bread  on  it  did  not 
go  down!  He  put  another  item  on  the 
scale,  but  still  the  arm  did  not  go 
down.  As  others  watched,  he  added 
more  food,  anything  he  could  lay  his 
hands  on  quickly.  His  face  got  red 
and  he  grew  angrier  by  the  minute. 

Finally,  he  blurted  out,  "Well, 
that's  all  the  scale  will  hold.  Here's 
a  bag;  you'll  have  to  put  it  in  your- 
self. I'm  busy." 

The  woman  took  the  bag  and,  wip- 
ing her  eyes,  began  packing  in  the 
food.  The  grocer  tried  not  to  look, 
but  he  couldn't  help  noticing  that  he 
had  given  her  a  lot  of  food. 

When  the  woman  was  gone,  he 
quickly  went  to  the  scale  and  began 
to  examine  it.  He  then  discovered 
what  had  happened:  the  scale  was 
broken. 

A  big  impression 

That  grocer  is  now  old,  but  he 
hasn't  forgotten  that  woman.  She 
made  a  big  impression  on  him  that 
day.  The  fact  is,  she  changed  his  life, 
for  he  later  became  a  Christian  as  a 
result  of  this  incident.  He  knew  that 
the  broken  scale  wasn't  just  a  coinci- 
dence, for  he  always  kept  everything 
in  top  working  condition  —  espe- 
cially his  scales. 

But  what  really  got  to  him  was 
the  prayer  written  on  the  slip  of 
paper  the  woman  had  given  him.  It 
was  a  simple  prayer,  plainly  stated, 
but  with  all  the  weight  of  heaven 
upon  it:  "Please,  Lord,  give  us  this 
day  our  daily  bread."  [t] 
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Cover 

The  front  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  Company  building  (top  left)  looks 
much  the  same,  but  the  inside  of  the  building  (remaining  four  pictures)  is  al- 
most unrecognizable  following  major  remodeling.  Top  right,  Missionary 
Board  secretary  Ginny  Hoyt  and  Board  of  Christian  Education  administra- 
tive secretary  Deb  Michael  in  their  work  areas,  located  in  the  wide  central 
corridor  in  the  remodeled  building  (photo  taken  from  the  back  of  the  building 
looking  toward  the  front  entrance).  Center  picture,  Charles  Beekley,  director 
of  Christian  education,  and,  bottom  right,  Stan  Gentle,  assistant  to  the  direc- 
tor of  the  Missionary  Board,  in  their  new  offices.  Bottom  left,  Morven  Baker, 
receptionist  and  Brethren  Church  secretary,  at  her  work  area  just  inside  the 
front  door.  See  a  report  of  the  remodeling  on  the  next  page  and  more  photo- 
graphs on  page  5.  (Note:  Since  these  pictures  were  taken  [in  mid-June],  even 
the  front  of  the  building  has  undergone  change!)  Photos  by  Carlos  Chian. 

Answers  to  Little  Crusader  Page: 

Matching  —  l.b;  2.c;  3.e;  4.a;  5.d. 

True  or  False  —  l.p;  2.r;  3.o;  4.m;  5.i;  6.s;  7.e;  8.s.  =  promises. 
Garden  Markers  —  1.  tulips  (two  lips);  2.  turnip  (turn  up);  3.  lettuce  (let 
us);  4.  peas  (p(l)ease);  5.  rose  (rows). 
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The  New  National  Offices 


Article  by  Richard  Winfield,  editor. 
Photographs,  on  next  page,  by  free-lance  photographer  Carlos  Chian. 


DENOMINATIONAL  employees 
are  now  enjoying  the  beauty 
and  air-conditioned  comfort  of  their 
recently  remodeled  offices.  After 
spending  six  months  in  temporary 
locations  or  cramped  quarters,  they 
made  their  move  to  the  new  offices 
during  the  last  week  of  May. 

The  offices  are  located  in  what 
was  the  Brethren  Publishing  Com- 
pany building,  now  the  Brethren  na- 
tional office  building.  The  building 
was  purchased  last  fall  by  Brethren 
Properties,  a  limited  partnership  of 
interested  Brethren  individuals. 
Brethren  Properties  had  the  remod- 
eling done  and  is  now  leasing  the  of- 
fices to  the  various  Brethren  minis- 
tries.* 

The  remodeling  to  the  building, 
which  began  in  December,  was  ex- 
tensive. All  windows  were  removed 
and  replaced  with  Andersen  energy- 
saving  windows.  Exterior  walls  were 
thickened  by  four  inches  on  the  in- 
side to  provide  space  for  insulation. 
And  the  interior  of  the  main  floor 
was  gutted  except  for  the  structural 
framework  of  supporting  walls,  to 
make  way  for  the  new  offices. 

The  main  floor  now  has  a  corridor 
approximately  14  feet  wide  that 
runs  the  length  of  the  building.  Of- 
fices are  located  on  both  sides  of  this 
corridor.  The  stairway  to  the  base- 
ment, where  the  print  shop  is  lo- 
cated, was  moved  from  the  middle  to 
the  front  of  the  building. 

*While  Brethren  Properties  has  made 
every  effort  to  keep  lease  costs  at  a  bare 
minimum,  several  boards  have  increased 
their  floor  space  and  thus  have  larger  lease 
amounts  than  they  were  previously  paying 
the  Brethren  Publishing  Company.  If  indi- 
viduals or  groups  want  to  help  subsidize 
these  lease  increases,  they  can  do  so 
through  contributions  to  individual  boards. 
Or  an  account  has  been  set  up  for  rent  sub- 
sidy under  The  Brethren  Church  National 
Office.  Any  monies  given  to  this  account 
will  be  pro-rated  back  to  the  various  boards 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  rent  they 
are  paying. 


Every  effort  was  made  by  the  re- 
modelers  to  make  the  building  both 
attractive  and  functional.  Ceilings 
were  plastered  (swirled)  and  left 
white;  walls  were  plastered,  then 
painted  and  partially  wallpapered. 
Stained  wood  was  used  extensively 
around  windows,  doors,  and  as 
baseboards  and  chair  rails,  greatly 
adding  to  the  beauty  of  the  offices. 
All  interior  doors  are  also  stained 
wood.  All  floors  are  carpeted,  and 
new  light  fixtures  were  installed 
throughout. 

New  desks  and  chairs,  computer 
tables  and  stands,  and  other  pieces 
of  furniture  have  also  been  supplied. 
Mini-blinds  for  the  windows  and  di- 
viders for  the  main  corridor  have 
also  been  ordered,  but  had  not  ar- 
rived as  of  July  1.  These  furniture 
items  have  been  paid  for  by  The 
Brethren  Church,  but  Brethren  con- 
gregations, Sunday  school  classes, 
W.M.S.  groups,  and  other  organiza- 
tions within  the  church  are  being 
encouraged  to  make  one  or  more  of 
these  items  a  project  for  their  group. 

The  building  is  also  completely  air 
conditioned.  In  fact,  the  steam  boiler 
which  formerly  heated  the  building 
has  been  replaced  by  three  gas, 
forced-air  units,  which  both  heat 
and  cool  the  building. 

A.s  a  result  of  the  remodeling,  of- 
fices of  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation (which  were  upstairs),  the 
Missionary  Board  (which  were  next 
door),  The  Brethren  Church,  and  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company  are 
now  all  on  the  main  floor  of  this  one 
building.  The  Brethren  Church  has 
one  office  (for  the  director  of  pastoral 
ministries),  plus  a  secretarial  area 
in  the  main  corridor;  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  has  two  offices 
(for  its  director  and  youth  director), 
plus  a  secretarial  area  in  the  cor- 
ridor; the  Missionary  Board  has 
three  offices  (for  its  executive  direc- 
tor, assistant  to  executive  director, 


and  director  of  Home  Missions),  plus 
a  secretarial  area;  and  the  Publish- 
ing Company  has  three  offices  (for 
the  editor,  print  shop  manager,  and 
typesetter)  and  a  room  for  storing 
and  packing  Sunday  school  mate- 
rials. In  addition  there  are  two 
restrooms  (men's  and  women's),  an 
employees  break  room,  and  a  small 
shipping  room  on  the  main  floor. 

The  Publishing  Company's  print 
shop,  which  formerly  occupied  the 
back  half  of  the  building,  is  now  lo- 
cated in  the  basement.  The  second 
floor  of  the  building  is  also  being  re- 
modeled. When  completed,  it  will  in- 
clude a  meeting  room,  a  room  that 
can  be  used  as  an  office,  an  audio- 
visual room,  and  a  small  office  suite 
that  is  currently  being  leased  to  an 
outside  insurance  business.  The  pre- 
sent plan  for  the  "Mission  House," 
which  was  also  purchased  by  Breth- 
ren Properties,  is  to  lease  it  to  an 
outside  business  until  such  time  as 
the  church  might  need  it. 

Brethren  are  invited  to  visit  the 
new  national  offices  during  General 
Conference  week.  An  open  house  is 
planned  for  Monday  afternoon,  Au- 
gust 3,  from  four  to  six  o'clock,  with 
a  dedication  of  the  building 
scheduled  for  5:30.  If  you  are  unable 
to  make  it  for  the  open  house,  stop 
in  for  a  look  around  anytime  during 
Conference,  or  whenever  you  are 
in  Ashland  [t] 


Note:  During  the  remodeling 
period.  Ashland  College  provided 
temporary  offices  in  the  basement 
of  the  Memorial  Chapel  for  Rev. 
Bill  Kerner,  Sterling  Ward,  and 
Dick  Winfield  free  of  charge  (in- 
cluding free  electricity,  and  phone 
service  for  a  minimal  charge.)  We 
express  our  sincere  thanks  to  the 
administration  of  Ashland  College 
for  not  only  making  this  office 
space  available,  but  for  doing  so 
without  charge. 
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Brethren  Church  secretary  Morven  Baker 
(I.)  and  Board  of  Christian  Education  ad- 
ministrative secretary  Deb  Michael  enjoy  a  few 
moments  in  the  employee  break  room.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  built-in  cupboards  and  sink,  the 
room  is  equipped  with  a  small  microwave  and 
a  small  refrigerator. 
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Missionary  Board  secretary  Ginny  Hoyt  and  Home  Missions  supervisor  Bill 
Kerner  at  work  in  the  Missionary  Board  secretarial  area,  located  toward  the  rear  of 
the  main  corridor.  Note  the  recessed  area  for  filing  cabinets  and  the  built-in  stor- 
age cabinets.  The  open  doorways  lead  to  offices  of  Jim  Black  (I.)  and  Stan  Gentle. 
The  door  to  Bill's  office  is  immediately  to  the  right  of  the  picture.  Closed  doors  are 
to  a  rear  exit  (I.)  and  a  closet. 


The  office  of  Missionary  Board  executive  director  Jim  Black  is  located  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  building,  so  has  windows  on  two  sides.  Distinctive  in  this 
office  is  the  wood  paneling  below  the  chair  rail. 


Print  shop  manager  Bob  Allen  in  his  outer 
office  (computer  room),  which  he  shares  with 
Darren  Abram,  who  uses  the  computer  to 
maintain  the  denominational  address  list. 
Bob's  personal  inner  office  is  through  the  door 
to  his  right. 


Editor  Dick  Winfield's  office  is  just  inside 
the  front  door  and  to  the  left,  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  building.  Not  shown  in  this  photo 
are  a  storage  closet  and  a  set  of  bookshelves 
above  a  recessed  work  area,  both  to  the  right  of 
the  picture. 
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The  Sin  of  Neglect 
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MORE  PEOPLE  will  be  sent  to 
hell  for  what  they  haven't 
done  than  for  what  they  have  done." 
Theologically  this  statement  is 
worthless  —  we  are  saved  by  grace, 
not  by  works.  But  on  a  practical 
level,  it  carries  some  thought-pro- 
voking implications.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  sins  of  Twentieth  Century 
Christians  are  passive,  rather  than 
active  —  sins  of  neglect  rather  than 
sins  of  transgression. 

You  shall  not  see  your  country- 
man's ox  or  his  sheep  straying 
away,  and  pay  no  attention  to  them; 
you  shall  certainly  bring  them  back 
to  your  countryman.  And  if  your 
countryman  is  not  near  you,  or  if 
you  do  not  know  him,  then  you  shall 
bring  it  home  to  your  house,  and  it 
shall  remain  with  you  until  your 
countryman  looks  for  it;  then  you 
shall  restore  it  to  him.  And  thus  you 
shall  do  with  his  donkey,  and  you 
shall  do  the  same  with  his  garment, 
and  you  shall  do  likewise  with  any- 
thing lost  by  your  countryman, 
which  he  has  lost  and  you  have 
found.  You  are  not  allowed  to  neg- 
lect them. 
Deuteronomy  22:1-3,  italics  added.* 

God's    message    to    the    Hebrew 

*Scripture  quotations  are  from  the  New 
American  Standard  Bible. 

Mrs.  App  is  a  therapist  on  staff  with 
the  Holistic  Counseling  Center  of  Mish- 
ewaka,  Ind.  She  and  her  husband,  Ron, 
are  members  of  the  Nappanee,  Ind., 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 


f. 


m  II   iifjp  I '  if  m ' 


By  Robin  App 
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people  was  clear:  They  were  not  al- 
lowed to  ignore  or  hide  their  faces 
from  the  troubles  of  their  neighbors. 
In  this  passage  there  is  nothing  to 
suggest  that  the  person  instructed  to 
respond  to  the  problem  was  in  any 
way  responsible  for  that  problem. 
He  was  simply  not  allowed  to  neg- 
lect it.  Leave  your  plow  in  the 
field,  your  bucket  by  the  well, 
your  scythe  in  the  grass.  Your 
neighbor  needs  you  now! 

I  am  confused,  and  I  must  confess 
impatient,  with  the  reluctance  of 
many  of  God's  people  to  become  ac- 
tively involved  in  bringing  healing 
to  the  wounds  of  a  festering  society. 
Reasons  often  center  around  "keep- 
ing peace"  and  "avoiding  con- 
troversy." Are  these  valid  reasons 
for  God's  people? 

Sadly  enough,  when  we  conserva- 
tives become  concerned  about  social 
problems,  it's  all  too  often  in  a  nega- 
tive way.  Many  are  against  pornog- 
raphy, against  abortion,  against 
school  health  clinics,  and  against 
ERA.  Isn't  it  time  that  we  Chris- 
tians accept  some  responsibility  for 
social  problems,  not  only  for  helping 
solve  them,  but  also  some  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  contributing  through 
our  neglect  to  the  conditions  causing 
them? 

Victor  Hugo  said,  "If  the  soul  is 
left  in  darkness,  sins  will  be  commit- 
ted. The  guilty  one  is  not  he  who 
commits  the  sin,  but  he  who  causes 
the  darkness."  Again,  this  statement 


is  not  theologically  correct,  since 
pushed  to  the  limit  it  eliminates  per- 
sonal responsibility.  But  I  wonder  if 
abortion  would  have  ever  gained 
enough  political  sympathy  to  be 
legalized  if  the  church  had  been  ac- 
tively ministering  to  unwed  expec- 
tant mothers  instead  of  shunning 
and  shaming  them. 

Abraham  Maslow,  a  psychologist 
who  espoused  a  holistic-dynamic 
theory  of  personality,  developed  in 
the  mid-1960's  a  "Hierarchy  of 
Needs,"  which  is  often  illustrated  as 
a  pyramid.  At  the  bottom  is  hunger; 
next  is  affection;  then,  security, 
followed  by  self-esteem,  with  self- 
actualization  at  the  top.  According  to 
Maslow,  it  is  impossible  for  indi- 
viduals to  ascend  to  the  higher 
needs  without  first  having  basic 
needs  met. 

If  we  apply  this  theory  to  the  inte- 
gration of  a  social  outreach  with 
evangelism,  it  is  unrealistic  to  as- 
sume that  we  can  lead  individuals  to 
salvation  in  Jesus  without  first  ad- 
dressing their  needs  for  food,  shel- 
ter, health,  and  love.  To  my  knowl- 
edge, Maslow  did  not  profess  to  be  a 
Christian,  but  it  also  seems  as  if  he 
read  James  2:15  and  16: 

If  a  brother  or  sister  is  without 
clothing  and  in  need  of  daily  food, 
and  one  of  you  says  to  them,  "Go  in 
peace,  be  warmed  and  be  filled," 
and  yet  you  do  not  give  them  what 
is  necessary  for  their  body,  what  use 
is  that? 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Consider  the  program  Jesus  an- 
nounced for  his  earthly  ministry 
when  He  stood  in  the  synagogue  in 
Nazareth  and  read  this  passage  from 
Isaiah: 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me, 
because  he  anointed  me  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  poor.  He  has  sent 
me  to  proclaim  release  to  the  cap- 
tives, and  recovery  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  to  set  free  those  who  are 
downtrodden,  to  proclaim  the  favor- 
able year  of  the  Lord. 

We  need  to  compare  the  passion 
Jesus  demonstrated  both  in  this  an- 
nouncement and  in  His  life's  work 
with  the  priorities  of  wealth,  status, 
and  comfort  displayed  by  many 
Christians. 

I  confess  that  I  am  a  person  who 
likes  comfort,  wears  nice  clothes, 
loves  being  waited  upon,  and 
thoroughly  enjoys  the  few  brief 
tastes  I've  had  of  the  "good  life." 
Churches  are  certainly  entitled  to 
adequate  facilities  and  properly- 
staffed,  well-run  programs.  Person- 
ally, I  dislike  dodging  muddy  chuck- 
holes  on  my  way  from  the  car  to  the 
sanctuary  as  much  as  the  next  per- 
son. But  what  concerns  me  is  the 
disproportionate  amount  of  em- 
phasis, energy,  and  income  being  in- 
vested in  our  own  edification,  enter- 
tainment, and  convenience. 

I  know  of  a  small  group  of  people 
whose  hearts  became  burdened  for 
the  plight  of  unwed  mothers.  Rather 
than  condemn  these  young  girls  for 
their  immorality,  they  decided  to 
join  together  and  provide  a  shelter 
for  them,  since  none  existed  in  their 
city.  Starting  with  nothing  but  love 
and  faith,  they  bought  a  house,  com- 
pletely remodeled  and  furnished  it, 
hired  a  house  parent,  and  are  ready 
to  provide  shelter  for  six  single  preg- 
nant girls.  That's  the  good  news. 


The  heartbreaking  news  is  that, 
even  though  this  group  has  shared 
its  vision  and  need  with  dozens  of 
churches,  the  group  can  count  on 
one  hand  the  number  of  congrega- 
tions that  have  made  a  financial 
contribution.  Thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  labor  and  materials  have 
been  donated,  but  most  of  it  came 
from  civic-minded  people  who  pledge 
no  allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ. 

"God's  message  to 
the  Hebrew  people 
was  clear:  They 
were  not  allowed 
to  ignore  or  hide 
their  faces  from 
the  troubles  of 
their  neighbors." 

Jesus  traveled  about  responding 
to  the  needs  of  hurting  people.  His 
healings  and  granting  of  requests 
were  not  based  upon  whether  or  not 
people  deserved  kindness  and  love. 
He  did  not  withhold  his  grace  even 
when  a  person's  predicament  was 
the  result  of  irresponsibility  or  poor 
judgment.  He  never  once  said,  "You 
made  your  bed;  you  can  lie  in  it." 

Many  of  the  people  Jesus  helped 
responded  to  Him  with  love,  loyalty, 
and  faith.  But  many  did  not.  Of  ten 
cleansed  lepers,  only  one  (the 
foreigner)  turned  to  thank  Him 
(Luke  17:16).  Many  of  the  five 
thousand  He  fed  by  the  Sea  of 
Galilee  deserted  Him  when  they  re- 
ceived no  further  free  lunches  and 
when  they  were  confronted  with  the 
cost  of  discipleship  (John  6:26  and 
66). 


We  are  not  to  be  motivated  by  the 
prospective  recipient's  gratitude.  It 
is  not  our  place  to  evaluate  whether 
or  not  the  poor,  downtrodden,  and 
lowly  are  worthy  of  our  assistance. 
We  are  called  to  obey  both  the  com- 
mands and  the  example  of  our  Lord. 
I  believe  involving  ourselves,  by  fi- 
nancial gifts  and  direct  participa- 
tion, in  the  problems  that  plague  our 
society  is  not  an  option.  It  is  not  a 
task  to  be  left  to  the  "liberal" 
churches.  It  is  a  biblical  mandate  in- 
extricably enmeshed  with  the  Great 
Commission. 

Opportunities  for  outreach  to 
neighbors  in  our  country  and  the 
world  cry  from  today's  headlines; 
and  the  mandate  from  Scripture 
echoes  in  our  ears: 

TEEN  PREGNANCY:  NATIONAL 
SECURITY  THREAT 

(You  are  not  allowed  to  neglect  them.) 

STATISTICS  INDICATE 

RACISM  IN  DEATH  PENALTY 

(You  are  not  allowed  to  neglect  them.) 

FAMINE  IN  MOZAMBIQUE, 

4.5  MILLION  LIVES  AT  RISK 

(You  are  not  allowed  to  neglect  them.) 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  POLICE  KILL 

FIVE  BLACK  RAILWAY  WORKERS 

(You  are  not  allowed  to  neglect  them.) 

AIDS  CLAIMS  LOCAL  VICTIM 

(You  are  not  allowed  to  neglect  them.) 

STREET  PEOPLE  LOSE 

FUNDING  FOR  SHELTER 

(You  are  not  allowed  to  neglect  them.) 

TEN  FAMILIES  HOMELESS 

AFTER  APARTMENT  FIRE 

(You  are  not  allowed  to  neglect  them.) 

We  live  in  a  hungry,  hurting 
world,  and  yet  many  American 
Christians  are  still  asking,  "Am  I 
my  brother's  keeper?"  When  Cain 
presented  the  same  question  to  God, 
he  was  told  that  the  voice  of  his 
brother's  blood  was  calling  out  from 
the  ground.  What  do  you  suppose 
God's  answer  would  be  to  us?       [t] 


tfSC  Pontius'  Puddle 


SOMETIMES  I'D  LIKE 
TO  ASK  &0D  WHY  WE 
ALLOWS  POVERTY, 
FAMINE  AND  INJUSTICE 
WHEME.COOLD  DO 
SOMETHING  ASOOT"  IT. 
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Facing 

the 
Reality 

and 
Horror 

of 
Drugs 

By  Winfred  M.  Millat 


Prologue 

DURING  the  last  years  of  my 
teaching  experience,  my  stu- 
dents and  I  came  face  to  face  with  a 
Plague  more  deadly,  more  treacher- 
ous, more  mind-boggling  than  the 
Ten  Plagues  of  Egypt!  I  refer  to  the 
demonic  misuse  of  drugs,  which  is 
not  only  tormenting  our  children 
and  teenagers,  but  our  whole  adult 
society  as  well,  from  those  of  the 
most  illustrious  professions  to  those 
who  perform  the  tasks  necessary  to 
our  daily  lives. 

During  this  early  encounter  with 
the  reality  and  horror  of  drugs,  I  had 
no  past  experience  to  draw  on.  Yet,  I 
had  to  deal  promptly  and  positively 
with  this  demon,  which  threatened 
the  very  fiber  of  my  classroom.  For 
that  which  affected  my  students 
could  affect  my  lifework  and  my 
service  to  my  Lord. 

That   year   I   had   a   superlative 

Mrs.  Millat  is  a  member  of  the  Hill- 
crest  Brethren  Church  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 
and  a  retired  public  schoolteacher. 
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class,  eager  to  explore  our  subject  in 
every  dimension,  ready  to  study  all 
the  innovations  I  could  present.  It 
was  delightful!  Just  27  bright  teen- 
agers who  kept  me  on  my  toes  —  a 
true  challenge,  a  rare  possibility. 

Often  we  sat  in  a  circle  to  ex- 
change viewpoints,  to  agree  or  dis- 
agree, to  attempt  to  understand  this 
life  and  the  poets,  the  writers  of 
every  age.  Then,  one  exquisite  after- 
noon in  late  autumn,  in  the  middle 
of  an  interesting  conversation, 
James,  a  thoughtful  young  man,  in- 
terrupted. 

"Mrs.  Morrison,*  could  I  share  an 
experience  I  had  this  summer?  I 
went  to  spend  some  time  with  my 
grandparents  in  another  state. 
Somehow,  I  got  involved  with  a 
Satanic  cult.  Once,  while  high  on 
drugs,  I  married  a  girl  I  hardly 
knew  during  a  Satanic  ritual."  Then 
James  proceeded  to  tell  us  every  evil 
detail  of  that  night. 

Terrified  by  the  experience,  James 
had  later  gone  to  his  grandparents, 
who  were  longtime  Christians  and 

*The  author,  a  widow,  has  remarried  since 
this  event  took  place. 


acted  like  it.  They  not  only  gave 
their  grandson  love  and  understand- 
ing, they  enrolled  him  in  a  drug 
center,  where  he  eventually  recov- 
ered. He  was  one  of  the  fortunate 
ones.  He  still  had  nightmares,  he 
told  the  class,  for  the  members  of  the 
cult  had  vowed  to  find  and  kill  him. 

Truly,  we  had  opened  Pandora's 
Box!  James  story  prompted  an  ava- 
lanche of  experiences  and  discus- 
sions. Susan  had  spent  some  time  in 
a  nearby  hospital  after  an  overdose 
of  drugs.  While  there,  a  friend  had 
led  her  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He 
saved  her  life  and  her  sanity. 

As  she  and  others  related  their  ex- 
periences with  drugs,  it  was  as 
though  we  were  transported  back  to 
the  early  Gospel  days,  when  Jesus 
performed  miracle  after  miracle  on 
the  minds,  the  hearts,  and  the 
bodies  of  those  who  came  to  Him. 

The  Search 

I  could  not  find  the  word  "drugs" 
in  the  Bible,  but  I  did  find  in 
Strong's  Concordance  a  Greek  word 
used  in  the  New  Testament  refer- 
ring to  a  spellbinding  potion,  a 
poisoner,  sorcery,  witchcraft. 

I  began  to  think.  Did  my  Lord 
have  knowledge  of  modern  drugs,  of 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


"One  of  the  biggest  reasons  for  drug  addiction  and  abuse  is  that  people 
are  lonely,  depressed,  bored,  looking  for  someone  or  something. " 


marijuana,  heroin,  cocaine,  crack, 
and  other  modern  tools  of  the  devil? 
Did  He  know  of  the  Evil  that  wastes 
at  noontide,  the  terror  that  stalks 
the  streets  of  the  city  at  night,  the 
destroyer  of  minds,  the  spoiler  of 
lives,  the  end  of  hopes  and  dreams? 

Surely,  He  must  have  known  well, 
for  He  alone  of  all  men  had  traveled 
to  the  outermost  point  of  horror  and 
sin  and  pain.  He  alone  was  the  only 
man  ever  forsaken  of  the  Father 
(Matt.  27:46).  For  He  alone  had 
actually  become  sin,  without  form  or 
shape,  so  horrible  that  even  Nature 
covered  this  unnameable,  ultimate 
agony  with  her  dark  shadows  (Isa. 
52:14). 

Thoughtfully,  I  searched  my  Holy 
Textbook.  Where  would  I  find  exper- 
tise in  dealing  with  a  subject  in 
which  I  had  no  training?  Yes,  yes,  of 
course.  Luke,  the  man  Paul  called 
"the  beloved  physician."  He  would 
know. 

I  found  the  reality  of  the  Gospel  in 
Luke  8:26-39,  in  the  maniac  of  Gad- 
ara  —  demon-possessed,  not  in  his 
right  mind,  a  type  of  a  drug  addict, 
living  aimlessly  in  the  wilderness, 
miserable,  forsaken,  a  danger  to 
himself  and  others.  There  are  in  our 
generation  deserts  of  life  like  unto 


the  one  where  Jesus  was  tempted  of 
the  devil,  like  the  one  where  the 
madman  met  Satan  (Luke  8:29). 

Did  the  man  of  Gadara  not  say  to 
Our  Lord,  "My  name  is  Legion"? 
Today,  there  are  thousands  upon 
thousands  who  suffer  from  drugs 
and  who  cry  out  for  help.  The  people 
came  out  to  see  the  man  who  was 
healed  by  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  and 
lo,  the  man  was  in  his  right  mind, 
fully  clothed,  talking  with  Jesus 
(Luke  8:35). 

Overjoyed,  eternally  grateful,  the 
man  asked  Jesus  if  he  could  go  with 
Him.  The  answer  was,  "Return  to 
thine  own  house,  and  show  how 
great  things  God  hath  done  unto 
thee."  And  that  is  the  Word  of  the 
Lord  today  to  Christians  everywhere 
in  the  year  1987. 

The  Christian  Role  Today 

First:  We  must  pray  constantly, 
for  faith  precedes  sight.  We  must  be- 
lieve it  is  true  before  it  happens. 
Then,  we  must  "do"  all  we  can  do, 
knowing  God  will  enable  us  to  work 
far  beyond  our  limits,  physically  or 
mentally.  We  must  always  give 
thanks  before  supplication.  Psalms 
146  through  150  begin  and  end  with 
"Praise  ye  the  Lord." 

Second:  We  must  become  the  Re- 
ality of  the  Gospel  to  those  around 
us.  It  is  a  New  Service  for  many,  a 
hard  service,  performed  daily  with 
the  help  of  the  Lord,  who  will  multi- 
ply it  unbelievably.  We  must  ever  be 
available  to  the  Lord. 

Third:  We  will  then  become 
aware,  sensitive,  wise  to  what  is 
happening  and  ready  to  move  in  this 
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world  of  ours.  One  of  the  biggest 
reasons  for  drug  addiction  and  abuse 
is  that  people  are  lonely,  depressed, 
bored,  looking  for  someone  or  some- 
thing. And  the  Drug  Market  today  is 
so  huge,  so  available,  while  Chris- 
tians are  not.  Those  who  live  in  the 
shelter  of  the  church  and  who  can- 
not go  out  are  not  prohibited  from 
action.  Paul  threw  many  of  the 
Prison  Epistles  out  the  jail  window! 
If  he  did  it,  so  can  we  find  a  way. 
The  Lord  has  not  changed. 

Fourth:  Politically.  Our  Sunday 
school  class  has  written  letters  to 
our  state  congressmen  and  to  Ed 
Meese  protesting  pornography  and 
child  abuse.  If  God's  people  object  to 
what  is  going  on,  let's  say  so. 

Fifth:  Put  on  the  "whole"  armor  of 
God  (Eph.  6:10-18),  for  we  know  our 
labor  in  the  Lord  is  not  in  vain. 

Before  I  leave  you,  I  must  say  I 
am  writing  of  the  "misuse"  of  drugs. 
Like  all  things  in  the  Universe, 
there  is  a  positive  and  negative  side. 
Laughter  is  the  other  side  of  tears; 
love  the  other  side  of  hate;  peace  the 
other  side  of  war;  life  the  other  side 
of  death;  and  light  the  other  side  of 
darkness.  So  there  are  good  drugs 
which  relieve  pain  and  assist  the 
body  on  its  return  to  health.  Chris- 
tians are  to  have  a  "disciplined"  use 
of  good  things. 

It  is  true  that  Adam  and  Eve  ate 
of  the  Tree  of  the  Knowledge  of  Good 
and  Evil,  and  therein  was  their 
downfall.  But  I  would  remind  us 
that  there  was  another  tree  in  Eden, 
the  Tree  of  Life,  the  Tree  planted  by 
the  rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth 
forth  its  fruit  in  season,  whose  leaf 
shall  not  wither  (Ps.  1:3). 

The  same  Tree  is  found  alive  and 
well  in  the  Book  of  the  Revelation 
(22:2).  And  this  Tree  of  Life  Himself 
in  His  perfection  retains  His  human- 
ity to  the  end  (Rev.  23:16).  So  let  us 
go  forth  today  to  fight  the  good  fight, 
to  right  the  wrong,  to  help  those  in 
trouble,  to  lend  an  ear,  and  to  walk 
hand  in  hand  with  Our  Lord  in  the 
short  time  allotted  to  us  upon  this 
earth.  [t] 
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WHENEVER  someone  is  sent  to 
prison,  there  is  almost  always 
a  family  that  is  left  behind  to  wait. 
It  may  be  a  wife,  children,  parents, 
brother,  sister,  almost  any  close 
friend  or  relative  who  cares  about 
the  new  inmate.  These  people  repre- 
sent an  unusual  opportunity  for 
ministry  by  dedicated  Christians. 

There  is  probably  no  better  time 
to  bring  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  a  prisoner's  family  than  during 
this  critical  period.  They  really  need 
our  love  and  concern.  These  people 
represent  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  evangelism  and  Christian  out- 
reach, and  they  will  be  much  more 
receptive  to  the  Gospel  than  usual. 

There  are  however,  several  things 
you  need  to  know  as  you  seek  to 
minister  to  a  prisoner's  family. 

First:  Most  of  the  necessities  of 
daily  life  for  needy  dependent  family 
members  of  an  inmate  are  furnished 
by  welfare.  This  is  part  of  the  high 
cost  of  incarceration  in  our  society 
today.  As  Christians,  we  can  help 
with  the  special  needs  of  the  pris- 
oner's family,   like  moving  or  au- 

Mr.  Hanson  lives  in  Ottertail,  Minn.  In 
1978  he  served  a  nine-month  sentence  in 
Minnesota  State  Prison  for  an  illegal 
business  deal.  He  now  regularly  lectures 
and  writes  about  prison  ministry  and 
prison  reform. 
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Ministering  To 
A  Prisoner's  Family 


By  Allen  D.  Hanson 


tomobile  repair  or  transportation  to 
and  from  prison,  but  the  daily  neces- 
sities of  life,  such  as  food,  clothes 
and  housing  —  are  usually  fur- 
nished by  welfare. 

Second:  The  trauma  and  emo- 
tional effects  of  arrest,  trial,  and  in- 
carceration are  shared  by  the  in- 
mate's family  and  friends.  They  go 
through  the  strain  of  lock-up  and 
the  brutal  reality  of  the  justice  sys- 
tem right  along  with  their  loved  one. 
Although  they  may  not  show  it,  they 
will  be  under  this  strain  when  you 
contact  them. 

Third:  Relatives  feel  "locked  up" 
with  their  loved  one  who  is  in 
prison,  and  they  will  continue  to 
have  this  feeling  to  some  degree 
until  that  person  is  released  from 
jail.  There  is  no  way  that  anyone 
can  adequately  explain  what  it  is 
like  to  have  a  loved  one  in  prison 
without  going  through  that  experi- 
ence personally.  We  must  try  to  put 
ourselves  in  their  place  and  seek  to 
understand  how  they  feel  so  that  we 
can  successfully  minister  to  them. 

Fourth:  It  is  well  to  remember 
that  marriages  are  under  a  terrible 
strain  at  this  time  due  to  the  total 
separation  of  the  marriage  partners. 
Survival  of  the  marriage  may  de- 
pend on  your  Christian  understand- 
ing and  concern.  If  the  prisoner  can 
come  home  to  a  loving  and  waiting 
family,  he  has  a  much  greater 
chance  to  avoid  crime  and  stay  out 
of  prison  in  the  future. 

Ten  things  you  can  do 

The  family  of  a  prison  inmate  is 
deeply  concerned  about  the  absence 
and  lock-up  of  their  loved  one.  There 
are  ten  things  that  you  can  do  to 
ease  the  terrible  burden  they  carry 
and  deliver  the  message  of  salvation 
at  the  same  time. 


1.  Pray  for  the  prisoner  and  for  his 
family.  Nothing  is  more  important 
than  prayer! 

2.  Specifically  testify  to  the  pris- 
oner's family  about  your  personal 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus  and  invite 
them  to  share  it. 

3.  Welcome  them  into  your  church 
without  condemning  them  for  what 
their  loved  one  may  have  done. 

4.  Visit  the  inmate  at  the  prison 
and  tell  the  relatives  how  well  the 
visit  went. 

5.  Include  the  prisoner's  family  in 
community  and  church  affairs  to 
help  them  lead  a  normal  life  while 
they  wait. 

6.  Assist  the  prisoner's  family 
with  special  needs  such  as  moving  or 
car  repair. 

7.  Help  the  family  arrange  trans- 
portation to  the  jail  for  regular 
prison  visits. 

8.  Keep  yourself  informed  by  sub- 
scribing to  the  prison  newspaper  or 
joining  an  established  prison  service 
organization,  so  you  can  better  un- 
derstand the  family's  needs. 

9.  Teach  others  about  the  special 
requirements  of  a  prisoner's  family 
and  invite  them  to  help. 

10.  "Remember  the  prisoners  as 
though  in  prison  with  them"  (Heb- 
rews 13:3).  Also,  remember  the  pris- 
oner's family  and  try  to  understand 
how  they  feel. 

There  is  nothing  that  will  benefit 
an  inmate  more  after  his  release 
than  a  waiting  Christian  family  that 
is  ready  to  take  him  back  and  help 
him  start  his  life  over  again.  By 
ministering  to  the  family  of  someone 
in  prison,  you  can  accomplish  a  dual 
purpose:  you  can  bring  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  prisoner's  fam- 
ily and  you  can  help  the  inmate 
readjust  to  society  when  he  is 
released.  [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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"I  Grew  Up 
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By  Ken  Ingold 


WHENEVER  someone  asks  me  where  I  stand  on  the 
peace  issue,  I  usually  begin  my  response  with,  "I 
grew  up  Mennonite,  therefore  .  .  .  ."  Although  our  con- 
versation might  continue,  for  most  people  their  question 
has  already  been  answered  sufficiently. 

For  those  unaware  of  the  Mennonite  position  on  peace, 
I  am  a  pacifist.  The  Scripture  verses  that  support  my 
position  are  too  numerous  to  share  in  one  short  article, 
but  here  are  a  few  which  I  hold  onto  tightly: 

Love  your  enemies  and  pray  for  those  who  persecute 
you  (Matt.  5:44b). 

Love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  those  who  hate  you,  bless 
those  who  curse  you,  pray  for  those  who  mistreat  you.  If 
someone  strikes  you  on  one  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other 
also.  .  .  .  Do  to  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  to  you. 
(Luke  6:27-29,  31). 

These  few  words  from  Jesus  say  more  than  I  could  in  a 
lifetime. 

Of  course,  there  are  also  numerous  Scripture  verses 
used  by  the  "Just  War"  theorists  to  support  their  views. 
To  this  day,  however,  I  have  found  none  that  convince 
me  that  my  view  is  not  Christ's  view. 

I  don't,  however,  deny  my  duty  as  a  Christian  to  sub- 
mit to  authorities,  as  Paul  commands  us  to  do  in  Ro- 
mans 13.  These  authorities  have  been  established  by 
God,  and,  in  my  mind,  it  is  as  sinful  to  rebel  against 
them  as  it  is  to  kill  our  brothers  and  sisters.  Therefore, 
if  I  am  called  into  service  for  my  country,  I  am  obligated 
to  serve  in  some  way.  However,  I  am  under  no  obligation 
to  destroy  the  enemy,  for  that  would  violate  God's  com- 
mands. Paul  tells  us  that  "our  struggle  is  not  against 
flesh  and  blood,  but  against  the  rulers,  against  the  au- 
thorities, against  the  powers  of  this  dark  world  and 
against  the  spiritual  forces  of  evil  in  the  heavenly 
realms"  (Eph.  6:12).  In  the  end,  I  believe  we  will  fully 
realize  that  the  only  war  that  is  not  evil  is  "God's  war 
against  war  itself  (Dr.  W.  Sibley  Towner). 

It  is  true,  we  as  Christians  do  have  a  battle  to  fight. 
But  we  are  not  instructed  to  don  a  sword  to  destroy,  a 
spear  to  kill,  a  gun  to  murder,  or  a  bomb  to  annihilate; 
for  a  sin  to  combat  a  sin  does  not  a  virtue  make.  Instead, 
we  are  to  "put  on  the  full  armor  of  God  .  .  .  the  belt  of 
truth  buckled  around  your  waist  .  .  .  the  breastplate  of 
righteousness  .  .  .  the  shield  of  faith  .  .  .  the  helmet  of 
salvation  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word 
of  God"  (Eph.  6:13-17). 

We  are  not  to  kill  the  tyrant,  the  exploiter,  or  the 
Communist;  but  we  are  to  pray  for  them,  as  we  are  also 

Mr.  Ingold  is  a  member  of  the  Jefferson  Brethren  Church, 
Goshen,  Ind.,  and  a  first-year  member  of  the  Peace  Committee. 
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In  Blunderland 

Written  and  produced  by  LEGACY,  INC. 

As  Announced 

ALICE  IN  BLUNDERLAND  will  be  performed  at  Gen- 
eral Conference  this  year. 

Wednesday  Night  —  August  5 

Memorial  Chapel  —  9:00  p.m. 

No  Charge  —  No  Offering 

ALICE  is  a  colorful  and  dramatic  musical  allegory, 
written  and  performed  by  Legacy  (a  grassroots  group 
of  northeastern  Ohio  volunteers  from  different  faiths, 
backgrounds,  political  persuasions,  and  professions). 
They  call  themselves  "Legacy"  because  they  want  to 
preserve  a  future  for  the  world's  children. 

ALICE  is  designed  to  awaken  everyone  to  the  dan- 
gers of  nuclear  war  and  radioactivity  and  inspire  them 
to  positive  action.  Legacy  believes  that  before  people 
can  effectively  educate  themselves  and  become  part  of 
the  grassroots  movement  for  peace,  they  must  feel  the 
impact  of  the  issue  in  their  hearts. 

In  their  words,  We  challenge  you  to  the  vital  commit- 
ment of  preventing  the  extinction  of  humanity  and  the 
destruction  of  our  planet.  Nuclear  war  and  the  dangers 
of  radioactivity  are  issues  we  can  no  longer  avoid  fac- 
ing. Our  children  deserve  a  future. 

Legacy  organized  in  1981  and  has  performed  ALICE 
over  100  times  to  churches  and  conferences  in  several 
states.  The  sets  they  bring  are  very  colorful  (eloquently 
simple),  and  the  music  and  acting  delightful.  Adults  and 
children  appear  in  the  production,  written  by  Legacy 
members,  Tim  and  Tom  DeFrange. 


instructed  to  pray  for  our  own  leaders,  from  the  Presi- 
dent to  our  Town  Councils.  Yes,  we  as  Christians  have 
declared  war,  but  a  war  that  is  not  our  own;  it  is  not  a 
physical  battle,  but  a  spiritual  one,  in  which  the  Lord 
God  reigns  supreme  and  eternal.  We  are  warriors,  but 
the  battle  is  the  Lord's.  Peace  is  only  possible  through 
the  power  of  God. 

I  challenge  each  one  of  us,  no  matter  what  our  persua- 
sion, to  take  positive  steps  toward  peace.  As  a  member  of 
The  Brethren  Church,  I  will  continue  to  hold  onto  the 
stance  I  believe  is  Christ's,  for  in  my  growing  up  in  Him, 
I  have  become  convinced  that  killing  is  a  sin,  no  matter 
how  "just"  the  reason. 

However,  I  will  continue  to  love  my  brother  or  sister 
who  believes  differently.  What  is  important  is  that  we 
all  believe  in  peace  and  accept  some  active  role  in 
peacemaking.  Let  us  all  pray  for  peace.  [t] 
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General  Conference  Preview 


"Pray  Without  Ceasing" 


I  Thessalonians  5:17 


The  99th  General  Conference  of 
The  Brethren  Church 

August  3-7,  Ashland  College,  Ashland,  Ohio 


In  keeping  with  the  Conference  theme,  prayer  will 
be  the  focus  when  Brethren  gather  on  the  Ashland 
College  campus  August  3-7  for  this  year's  General 
Conference. 

An  around-the-clock  prayer  vigil  will  begin  Mon- 
day afternoon  at  five  o'clock  and  continue  throughout 
the  week.  Inspirational  speaker  Dr.  Arthur  Evans 
Gay,  Jr.,  will  present  four  messages  on  the  theme, 
"Pray  Without  Ceasing."  And  Brethren  will  have  an 


opportunity  to  kneel  in  prayer  as  they  seek  God's  will 
and  direction  for  our  denomination  in  the  "Forum  on 
the  Future  of  The  Brethren  Church,"  planned  for 
Thursday  at  10:00  a.m. 

In  fact,  prayer  will  be  an  important  part  of  all  the 
various  sessions  and  programs  throughout  the  week. 

For  details  of  what  is  planned  for  this  year's  Con- 
ference, see  the  schedule  below  and  the  information 
on  the  following  several  pages. 


Conference  Schedule 


5:00 


5:30 


7:00 


9:00 


Monday,  August  3 

4:00  p.m.  Open  house  at  remodeled  Brethren  national 

offices 
p.m.  Prayer  Vigil  begins  (to  continue  throughout 

the  Conference) 
p.m.  Dedication  Service  for  remodeled  national 

offices, 
p.m.  Family  Worship  Hour  "A  Call  to  Praise,"  led 

by  Charles  Beekley  with  Rev.  Tim  Garner 

speaking 
p.m.  Fellowship/Reception 

Tuesday,  August  4 

8:00  a.m.  WMS  Choir  rehearsal 

9:00  a.m.  Inspirational  Hour  with  address  by 
Moderator  Dr.  Warren  Garner 
10:00  a.m.  Opening  Business  Session 
12:15  p.m.  BCE  Luncheon* 

2:15  p.m.  Workshops 

3:30  p.m.  Auxiliary  Sessions 

7:00  p.m.  Evening  Worship  with  Dr.  Arthur  E.  Gay,  Jr., 
speaking 

9:00  p.m.  Drama  at  Park  Street  Brethren  Church 

Wednesday,  August  5 

7:30  a.m.  Ministers'  Wives  Continental  Breakfast 
9:00  a.m.  Inspirational  Hour  with  Dr.  Gay  speaking 

10:00  a.m.  Business  Session 

12:15  p.m.  World  Relief  Luncheon* 
2:15  p.m.  Workshops 
3:30  p.m.  Auxiliary  Sessions 

7:00  p.m.  Evening  Worship  with  Dr.  Gay  speaking 
9:00  p.m.  Peace  Committee-sponsored  drama 
"Alice  in  Blunderland" 

Thursday,  August  6 

8:00  a.m.  WMS  Choir  Rehearsal 

9:00  a.m.  Inspirational  Hour  with  Dr.  Gay  speaking 


Thursday  continued 

10:00  a.m.  Forum  on  the  Future  of  The  Brethren  Church 
12:15  p.m.  WMS  Luncheon* 
Laymen's  Picnic* 

2:15  p.m.  Crusader  Review 

3:30  p.m.  Auxiliary  Sessions 

7:00  p.m.  WMS  100th  Anniversary  Service 

Friday,  August  7 

8:00  a.m.  Organizational  Meetings  for  General  Con- 
ference Committees 
9:00  a.m.  Inspirational  Hour  with  greetings  from  the 
Argentine  Brethren  Church 
10:00  a.m.  Business  Session 
12:15  p.m.  Missionary  Board  Luncheon* 
2:15  p.m.  Conclusion  of  Conference 

*Luncheons  require  advance  reservations. 

SECOND  NATIONAL  FORUM 

ON  THE  FUTURE  OF 
THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

Following  up  on  what  was  begun  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  in  April,  Brethren  will  continue  to  seek  God's 
will  for  our  church  in  a  "Forum  on  the  Future  of  The 
Brethren  Church"  during  Conference  week. 

The  Forum  will  be  held  Thursday  from  10:00  a.m. 
until  noon.  The  business  session  originally  scheduled 
for  these  two  hours  has  been  canceled  to  make  time 
available  for  this  important  gathering.  The  Forum 
will  be  a  time  for  prayer,  for  sharing  some  of  the  good 
things  God  is  doing  in  our  church,  and  for  seeking 
God's  direction  for  the  future.  It  is  open  to  all. 
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General  Conference  Preview 


Inspirational  Speaker 


Dr.  Arthur  Evans  Gay, 
Jr.,  senior  pastor  of  the 
South  Park  Church  of 
Park  Ridge,  111.,  will 
bring  four  messages  on 
the  Conference  theme, 
"Pray  Without  Ceasing," 
during  General  Confer- 
ence. 

Dr.  Gay  will  speak 
during  the  Tuesday 
evening,  Wednesday 

morning  and  evening, 
and  Thursday  morning 
inspirational  sessions. 
Titles  for  his  messages 
are  —  Tuesday,  "Pray  Without  Ceasing:  The  Apos- 
tle's Model";  Wednesday  a.m.,  "Pray  Without  Ceas- 
ing: Intimacy  and  the  Christian  Leader's  Communion 
with  God";  Wednesday  p.m.,  "Pray  Without  Ceasing: 
Our  Father  in  Heaven,  Hallowed  be  Your  Name  .  .  ."; 
Thursday,  "Pray  Without  Ceasing:  'Ask  the  Lord  of 
Harvest'  .  .  .  People's  Safety  and  Salvation  are  at 
Stake." 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  service  at  South  Park 
Church,  Dr.  Gay  is  adjunct  professor  of  evangelism  at 
Bethany  Theological  Seminary,  Oak  Brook,  111.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Administration  and 
Nominating  Committee  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  and  a  representative  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Congregational  Christian  Conference  to  the 
World  Relief  Corporation  of  NAE.  From  1982  to  1984 
Dr.  Gay  served  as  president  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Evangelicals. 

Dr.  Gay  has  a  B.A.  degree  (1959)  from  Gordon  Col- 
lege, Wenham,  Mass.;  a  M.Div.  degree  (1962)  from 


Gordon-Conwell  Theological  Seminary,  South  Hamil- 
ton, Mass.;  and  a  Dr.  of  Min.  degree  (1978)  from 
Bethany  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  also  given  an 
honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree  by  Gordon  College 
in  1983. 

Dr.  Gay  and  his  wife,  Joann,  have  four  children  — 
two  college  graduates,  one  a  college  senior,  and  one  a 
high  school  sophomore. 

Conference  Moderator 

Dr.  Warren  Garner  will 
make  his  second  appearance 
as  moderator  when  he  pre- 
sides over  General  Confer- 
ence in  August.  Dr.  Garner, 
who  was  scheduled  to  serve 
as  moderator-elect  last  year, 
took  over  the  moderator's  re- 
sponsibilities at  the  1986 
General  Conference,  because 
of  the  death  of  Moderator 
George  W.  Solomon. 

Dr.  Garner  is  professor  of 
education  and  director  of 
teacher  education  at  Manchester  College,  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.  He  is  a  member  of  the  North  Manchester 
First  Brethren  Church,  which  he  has  served  as  chair- 
man, Sunday  school  teacher,  and  deacon. 

He  and  his  wife,  Helen,  have  two  sons,  Timothy  (a 
Brethren  pastor)  and  Gregory. 

Dr.  Garner  will  present  his  moderator's  address  at 
nine  o'clock  Tuesday  morning  and  will  preside  over 
the  ten  o'clock  business  sessions  on  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day, and  Friday  mornings. 


Board  Luncheons 

Three  board-sponsored  luncheons  are  planned  for 
Conference  week. 

A  Board  of  Christian  Education  luncheon, 
scheduled  for  12:15  Tuesday,  will  feature  a  message 
by  Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal.  Dr.  Drushal,  assistant 
professor  of  Christian  education  at  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  will  take  an  analytical  look  at  the 
broad  spectrum  of  Christian  education,  defining  what 
it  is  and  the  impact  it  should  be  having  on  The  Breth- 
ren Church.  The  luncheon  will  also  include  special 
music  by  the  Summer  Crusader  team  Ransomed,  rec- 
ognition of  some  long-serving  BCE  members,  and  a 
brief  report  on  the  status  of  the  BCE. 

The  World  Relief  Board  is  sponsoring  a  luncheon  at 
12:15  on  Wednesday.  Yassa  (an  African  chicken  and 
rice  dish)  and  a  beverage  will  be  served.  The  program 


will  include  a  film  —  Crossfire  —  produced  by  World 
Relief  Corporation  (WRC),  an  introduction  to  the  Af- 
rican Resource  Booklet,  an  educational  tool  for  use  in 
local  churches  prepared  by  the  World  Relief  Board; 
and  greetings  from  Tom  Johnston,  midwest  represent- 
ative from  WRC.  There  is  no  charge  for  this  lunch- 
eon, but  an  offering  will  be  received  for  relief  work. 

On  Friday  at  12:15  the  Missionary  Board  will  have 
a  luncheon.  Rev.  Bill  Kerner,  supervisor  of  Home 
Mission  churches,  will  emcee  the  program,  and  Rev. 
Ron  Williams,  pastor  of  Brethren  Fellowship  of  the 
Savior,  a  Home  Mission  church  in  Cleveland  Heights, 
Ohio,  will  be  the  speaker.  Special  flute  music  will  be 
provided  by  Janet  Solomon,  candidate  (with  her  hus- 
band Tim)  for  missionary  service  in  Colombia,  South 
America. 

Reservations  are  required  for  these  luncheons. 
Reservation  forms  were  provided  on  page  12  of  the 
June  Evangelist. 
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General  Conference  Preview 


Auxiliaries 


W.M.S.  Centennial  Celebration 


The  National  Woman's  Missionary  Society  will  cel- 
ebrate its  100th  anniversary  at  this  General  Confer- 
ence. In  recognition  of  the  W.M.S.  centennial,  the 
Thursday  evening  program  will  be  a  W.M.S.  100th 
Anniversary  Service.  The  service  will  feature  special 
music  by  a  choir  made  up  of  W.M.S.  women  attending 
Conference  and  directed  by  Mrs.  Charlene  Rowser, 
devotions  by  Mrs.  Helen  Garner  (wife  of  the  Confer- 
ence moderator),  and  a  message  by  Dr.  Ruth  A. 
Tucker. 

Dr.  Tucker  is  an  instructor  at  Grand  Rapids  School 
of  the  Bible  and  Music,  visit- 
ing professor  at  Trinity 
Evangelical  Divinity  School 
in  Deerfield,  111.,  and  visiting 
instructor  at  Moffat  College 
of  Bible  in  Kijabe,  Kenya 
(Africa).  She  is  also  an  au- 
thor, having  written  numer- 
ous articles  for  magazines 
and  periodicals,  as  well  as 
three  books,  one  of  which 
(From  Jerusalem  to  Irian 
Jaya:  A  Biographical  History 
of  Christian  Missions)  is  in 
print,  with  the  other  two  scheduled  for  publication 
this  year. 

Dr.  Tucker  has  degrees  from  LeTourneau  College 
(B.A.,  1967),  Baylor  University  (M.A.,  1969),  and 
Northern  Illinois  University  (Ph.D.,  1979).  She  is 
married,  and  she  and  her  husband,  Lyman,  have  a 
13-year-old  son. 

In  addition  to  her  message  at  the  Anniversary 
Service,  Dr.  Tucker  will  speak  at  the  W.M.S.  Fellow- 
ship and  Birthday  Luncheon  scheduled  for  Thursday 
at  12:15  p.m.  The  Project  Ingathering  will  also  take 
place  at  this  luncheon,  with  the  Sarasota  W.M.S.  in 
charge. 

Besides  these  special  programs,  the  W.M.S.  will 
have  its  daily  sessions  for  devotions  and  business  on 


Friday  Inspirational  Service 

Rev.  Victor  Alesandroni,  president  of  The  Brethren 
Church  of  Argentina,  who  will  be  a  guest  at  this 
year's  General  Conference,  will  be  the  speaker  for  the 
inspirational  hour  on  Friday  morning  of  conference. 
Rev.  Alesandroni  will  speak  through  an  interpreter. 
Rev.  James  R.  Black,  executive  director  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Board,  will  be  the  worship  leader  for  the  serv- 
ice. The  Summer  Crusader  team  Ransomed  will  con- 
duct the  call  to  worship,  and  special  music  will  be 
presented  by  missionary  candidate  Tim  Solomon  and 
Sarasota  member  Miguel  Antunez,  originally  from 
Peru,  South  America. 


Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  afternoons  at 
3:30.  Charlotte  Howard  will  serve  as  devotional 
leader  for  these  sessions,  Patricia  Lusch  as  song 
leader,  and  Lynne  Brady  as  pianist. 

Tuesday's  session  will  include  the  President's  Chal- 
lenge and  elections,  Wednesday's  session  a  Memorial 
Service,  and  Thursday's  session  the  annual  Thank  Of- 
fering. All  W.M.S.  sessions  will  be  held  in  the  Convo- 
cation Center  except  the  Thursday  afternoon  meet- 
ing, which  will  take  place  in  the  newly  remodeled 
Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel. 

The  W.M.S.  theme  for  the  week  is  "Rejoice  Ever- 
more. Pray  Without  Ceasing"  (I  Thess.  5:16-17),  and 
the  theme  song  is  "Something  Happens  When  I 
Pray." 

Ministerial  Association 

The  Ministerial  Association  sessions  at  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  will  be  a  time  to  deal  with  associa- 
tion business,  to  pray,  and  to  give  encouragement. 

The  Tuesday  afternoon  session  will  include  a  brief 
message  by  association  president  Rev.  Robert  Dillard, 
as  well  as  discussions  of  the  paper  on  "Ethics  for  the 
Church  and  the  Pastor,"  the  association's  revised  con- 
stitution, and  the  report  of  the  committee  studying 
ordination.  On  Thursday  afternoon,  in  addition  to 
caring  for  any  remaining  business,  the  ministers  will 
have  a  time  of  prayer  and  mutual  encouragement. 

There  will  be  no  Wednesday  session.  Instead,  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  the  ministers  are  scheduled  to 
have  a  time  of  recreation  and  fellowship  with  the 
youth. 

National  Laymen 

Laymen  at  General  Conference  will  initiate  an  on- 
going study  and  reevaluation  of  the  mission  and  pur- 
poses of  the  Laymen's  Organization  in  three  working 
sessions  scheduled  for  3:30  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday  afternoons. 

Dr.  Richard  Allison,  professor  of  Christian  educa- 
tion and  director  of  doctoral  studies  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  will  lead  the  working  session 
on  Tuesday  afternoon.  Dr.  Fred  Finks,  vice-president 
of  the  seminary,  will  lead  the  men  in  their  thinking 
on  Wednesday.  And  a  panel  of  men  will  guide  the  dis- 
cussion on  Thursday. 

The  Laymen  will  also  take  action  on  their  goals 
and  projects  for  the  coming  year  during  the  Thursday 
afternoon  meeting. 

In  addition  to  the  three  afternoon  sessions,  the 
Laymen  will  also  have  their  annual  picnic  for  pastors, 
laymen,  and  boys  at  12:15  p.m.  on  Thursday  at  the 
seminary. 
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General  Conference  Preview 


General  Information 


Housing:  Adults  (and  youth  not  staying  in  the  BYC 
dorms)  will  be  housed  in  Amstutz  and  Kem  Halls.  Registra- 
tion forms  were  printed  on  page  12  of  the  June  Evangelist. 
Housing  desks  for  both  adults  and  youth  will  be  located  in 
the  Display  Room  in  the  Convocation  Center.  Hours  for 
registering  will  be  from  2:00  p.m.  to  midnight  on  Sunday 
(Aug.  2);  10:00  a.m.  to  10:00  p.m.  on  Monday;  8:00-10:00 
a.m.,  1:30-4:00  p.m.,  and  6:30-7:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday;  8:00-10:00  a.m.,  11:30  a.m.  to 
12:30  p.m.,  and  2:00-4:30  p.m.  on  Friday;  and  8:00-10:00 
a.m.  on  Saturday. 

Credentials:  The  Credential  Committee  will  accept  cre- 
dentials in  the  Convocation  Center  Display  Room  from 
2:00-5:30  p.m.,  6:00-7:00  p.m.,  and  8:45-9:15  p.m.  on  Mon- 
day; from  8:30-9:00  a.m.  and  6:30-7:00  p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday;  and  from  8:30-9:00  a.m.  on  Fri- 
day. 

Meals:  Meals  will  be  available  in  the  Convocation  Center 
cafeteria.  Hot  entree,  sandwich,  salad,  and  dessert  bars 
offer  all  you  care  to  eat.  Adult  prices  are  $2.50  for  break- 
fast, $3.75  for  lunch,  and  $4.90  for  dinner.  For  children 
under  12,  the  charge  is  15  cents  times  the  child's  age  for 
lunch  and  20  cents  times  age  for  dinner. 

Child  care:  Nursery  care  will  be  available  each  morning 


Brethren  Publishing  Company 
Annual  Corporation  Meeting 

The  annual  corporation  meeting  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
Company  will  be  held  Wednesday,  August  5,  1987,  during 
the  10:00  a.m.  (EDT)  business  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  The  Brethren  Church.  The  meeting  will  be  held  in 
the  John  C.  Myers  Convocation  Center,  Ashland  College, 
Ashland,  Ohio.  Delegates  to  the  General  Conference  consti- 
tute the  membership  of  the  corporation. 

—  Gene  A.  Geaslen,  Secretary 


from  8:45  to  noon  for  children  under  three  years  of  age. 
Care  will  be  available  each  evening  from  6:45  to  8:45  for 
all  pre-school  children.  Family  rates  will  be  $1.00  per 
hour  for  one  child,  $1.50  per  hour  for  two  children,  $2.00 
per  hour  for  three  children. 

Children's  Conference:  Programs  will  be  provided 
each  day  from  8:45  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  for  children  from 
three  years  of  age  through  grade  six.  Preregistration  is 
requested.  (See  page  12  of  the  June  Evangelist.) 

Conference  Workshops 

Eleven  workshops  on  a  variety  of  subjects  are  planned 
for  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons  of  General  Con- 
ference. The  following  workshops  are  scheduled  from 
2:15  to  3:15  on  Tuesday: 

Introducing  ...  a  Brethren  Sunday  School  Cur- 
riculum, led  by  Charles  Beekley. 

Archaeology  and  the  Bible,  led  by  Dr.  Ken  Walther. 

How  to  Handle  Stress,  led  by  Dr.  John  Shultz. 

Worship,  led  by  Dr.  Jerry  Flora. 

War  to  End  All  Wars,  led  by  Rev.  Phil  Lersch. 

Workshops  scheduled  for  2:15  to  3:15  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon are: 

Transgenerational  Dynamics  or  Having  a  Blast  with 
Your  Youth  Group,  led  by  Mitch  Funkhouser. 

Getting  Your  Church  Involved  in  World  Relief,  led  by 
Tom  Johnston. 

Ministry  to  People  Who  Have  Special  Needs,  led  by 
Bonnie  Munson. 

Church  Growth  Services,  led  by  Dr.  Fred  Finks  and 
Dr.  John  Shultz. 

Worship,  led  by  Dr.  Jerry  Flora. 

Witnessing  Through  Puppets,  led  by  Judy  Eckerly. 


BYC  Convention  Schedule 

Theme:  Catch  the  Spirit 

(Highlights  of  the  BYC  Convention  were  given  on  page  16  of  the  May  Evangelist.) 


Monday,  August  3 

2:30  p.m.  BYC  Council  Meeting 
6:00  p.m.  BYC  Kickoff 
6:45  p.m.  Youth  March 
7:00  p.m.  Family  Worship 
9:30  p.m.  Roller-Skating 
Tuesday,  August  4 

8:15  a.m.  Chapel  Service 
10:00  a.m.  BYC  Moderator's  Address 
2:00  p.m.  Workshops 
3:00  p.m.  Swimming 
7:00  p.m.  Evening  Worship  with  Dr.  Arthur  E.  Gay, 

Jr.,  speaking. 
9:00  p.m.  Drama,  "Home  Again,"  at  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church 
Wednesday,  August  5 

8:15  a.m.  Chapel  Service 
10:00  a.m.  Business  Session 
11:00  a.m.  Workshops 


Wednesday  continued 

2:00  p.m.  Workshops 

3:30  p.m.  Recreation  with  pastors 

7:00  p.m.  Evening  Worship  with  Dr.  Gay  speaking 

9:00  p.m.  Communion 

9:00  p.m.  Drama,  "Alice  in  Blunderland" 
Thursday,  August  6 

8:15  a.m.  Chapel  Service 
10:00  a.m.  Business  Session 
12:15  p.m.  WMS  Luncheon/Laymen's  Picnic 

2:15  p.m.  Crusader  Review 

3:30  p.m.  Crusader  Orientation 

6:00  p.m.  Moderator's  Reception 

7:00  p.m.  Evening  Worship  —  WMS  100th  Anniversary 
Service 

9:00  p.m.  Concert  with  Twenty  Twenty 
Friday,  August  7 

8:15  a.m.  Chapel  Service 

9:00  a.m.  Business  Session 
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1987-1988  CROSS  COUNTRY  CONFERENCE 

SPONSORED  BY  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  EVANGELISM  COMMITTEE 

Searching  for  good  study  material  to  spark  renewal  in  your  local  congrega- 
tion? The  General  Conference  Evangelism  Committee  has  done  the  groundwork 
for  you!  Below  are  two  outstanding  resources  that  have  proven  effective  in 
launching  renewal  within  congregations  across  the  nation.  How  about  using  them 
in  your  congregation? 

Our  goal  is  to  encourage  100%  participation  of  our  Brethren  churches  in  one 
of  the  two  studies  listed  below  during  1987-1988.  Will  your  church  be  any  differ- 
ent a  year  from  now?  It  can  be!  Participate  in  this  year's  CROSS  COUNTRY 
CONFERENCE.  Visit  our  booth  at  General  Conference  for  more  information. 


Strategies  For  Growing  Your  Church 

By:  C.  Wayne  Zunkel 

In  Strategies  For  Growing  Your  Church,  Zunkel 
moves  beyond  the  walls  of  mere  theory  and  pro- 
vides workable  insights  that  congregations  can  use 
as  intentional  stepping  stones  for  growth. 
"Churches  that  plan  for  growth,  talk  growth,  dream 
growth,  prepare  for  growth,  often  grow!"  he  says. 
His  strategies  encourage  viewing  denominational 
distinctives  as  a  "plus, "  and  building  our  strategies 
around  the  strength  of  our  heritage.  The  chapters  of 
this  12-session  course  include  insights  on  growth 
principles,  growth  groups,  lay  leadership,  crossing 
cultures,  meeting  community  needs,  discipleship, 
and  sharing  your  faith. 


rJj-rJ-prAj-'r-rT-l/ 

:O^Gu^OWIiTGi\0 

kCHUECH 

Journey  into  Discipleship 

By:  Ralph  Neighbour 

Journey  into  Discipleship  is  a  small  group  study  guide  fo- 
cused on  lifestyle  evangelism  and  ministry.  Amplifying  Jesus' 
own  declaration  of  intention  (Luke  4:18-19),  Dr.  Neighbour 
deals  with  both  locating  and  serving  the  "poor,"  the  "broken," 
the  "captives,"  the  "blind,"  and  the  "oppressed,"  in  our  culture 
today.  The  book  provides  13  study  sessions  which  furnish 
practical  ideas  for  reaching,  serving,  and  sharing  the  good 
news  with  the  various  "target  groups"  (singles,  divorced,  al- 
coholics, deaf,  bereaved,  etc.)  in  your  community. 


BOTH  RESOURCES  ARE  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  THE  CARPENTERS  SHOP  IN  ASHLAND 


UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


David  &  Diane  Kerner  Commissioned 
For  Mission  Service  in  Colombia 


Goshen,  Ind.  —  A  commissioning 
service  was  held  Sunday  morning, 
May  31,  at  the  Goshen  First  Brethren 
Church  for  Rev.  David  and  Mrs.  Diane 
Kerner  in  preparation  for  their  mis- 
sionary service  in  Colombia,  South 
America. 

The  Kerners  are  awaiting  a  resident 
visa  to  Colombia  and  will  depart  for 
South  America  as  soon  as  the  visa  is 
granted. 

Rev.  James  Black,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Missionary  Board  of  The 
Brethren  Church,  gave  the  message 
for  the  special  service.  Rev.  Donald 
Rowser,  pastor  of  the  Goshen  congre- 
gation, led  the  service,  with  Rev. 
Mark  Baker  giving  the  call  to  wor- 
ship. Rev.  Baker  also  presented  a 
vocal  solo  during  the  offering  and  sang 
a  duet  with  Mrs.  Kerner  later  in  the 
service. 

Rev.  Kerner,  who  has  served  the 
Goshen  Church  as  associate  pastor 
since  1983,  concluded  his  ministry 
with  the  congregation  on  June  14. 

In  Colombia,  the  Kerners  will  be  lo- 
cated, at  least  initially,  in  Bogota. 
Their  first  year  may  be  spent  primar- 
ily in  intensive  language  training  at 
the  university  there,  as  well  as  in  be- 
coming accustomed  to  the  culture. 
They  will  be  working  with  the  Mark 
Logan  family  and  will  be  eased  into 


responsibilities     as     deemed     appro- 
priate. 

Dave  will  probably  pastor  the  rela- 
tively new  Brethren  congregation  in 
Bogota,  and  will  also  be  involved  in 
training  pastors  in  Colombia.  Diane's 
primary  responsibilities  will  be  being 
a  supportive  wife  to  Dave  and  a  good 
mother  to  the  Kerner's  two  daughters, 
Erin  (2  in  April)  and  Karla  (born  Oct. 
18,  '86).  Her  other  probable  areas  of 
service  will  include  correspondence 
and  clerical  work,  leading  Bible 
studies,  teaching  Sunday  school,  edu- 
cation of  children,  and  music. 


Top  right,  David  and  Diane  Kerner  with  daughters  Erin  (I.)  and  Karla.  Above, 
Diane  and  Dave  stand  before  Rev.  Jim  Black  and  Goshen  pastor  Rev.  Don  Rowser  (r.) 
during  the  commissioning  service. 


Dan  and  Joni  Hacker  Commissioned 
To  Serve  as  Tentmakers  in  Arizona 


Roanoke,  Ind.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan 
Hacker  were  commissioned  as  "tent- 
makers"  in  a  service  held  July  5  at  the 
Roanoke  First  Brethren  Church. 

"Tentmakers"  are  Christians  who, 
in  the  tradition  of  the  Apostle  Paul 
(Acts  18:1-3),  provide  their  own  sup- 
port while  engaged  in  missionary 
service,  such  as  helping  in  the  de- 
velopment of  new  churches  or  mis- 
sions. Over  the  years,  a  number  of 
Brethren  have  responded  to  this  spe- 
cial call  for  service. 

Dan  and  Joni  Hacker,  members  of 
the  Roanoke  First  Brethren  Church, 
committed  their  lives  to  missionary 
service  following  a  challenge  message 
by  Dr.  M.  Virgil  Ingraham,  former 
executive  director  of  the  national  Mis- 
sionary   Board.    Dr.    Ingraham    was 
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serving  as  interim  pastor  of  the 
Roanoke  Church  at  the  time,  as  the 
congregation  awaited  the  arrival  of  its 
new  pastor,  Rev.  James  Sluss. 

Soon  afterward,  Dan,  a  machinist, 
and  Joni,  a  registered  nurse,  sold  their 
home  in  Huntington,  Ind.,  and  made  a 
quick  trip  to  Mesa,  Arizona.  There 
they  met  with  Robert  and  Kathy 
Mitchell,  co-pastors  of  Sunrise  Com- 
munity Church,  the  Brethren  Home 
Mission  congregation,  and  also  looked 
for  housing  and  for  job  leads. 

Rev.  Bill  Kerner,  supervisor  of 
Brethren  Home  Missions,  gave  the 
message  for  the  July  5th  commission- 
ing service  for  the  Hackers.  Pastor 
Sluss  assisted  in  the  commissioning. 

The  Hackers  and  their  two 
daughters,  Emily  and  Elizabeth,  will 


Dan  and  Joni  Hacker  with  daughters 
Elizabeth  (I.)  and  Emily. 

be  moving  to  Mesa  this  month  (July). 
—  reported  by  Rev.  James  R.  Black 

(If  you  are  interested  in  tentmaking,  con- 
tact the  Missionary  Board  Office,  524  Col- 
lege Avenue,  Ashland,  OH  44805). 
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UPDATE 


Carmel  Church  Breaks  Ground 
For  First  Worship  Facility 


Carmel,  Ind.  —  Sunday,  May  31, 
marked  a  significant  step  in  the  life  of 
the  Carmel  Brethren  Church,  as  the 
congregation  broke  ground  for  the  con- 
struction of  its  first  worship  facility. 

The  Sunday  afternoon  service  was 
attended  by  90,  including  people  from 
the  Carmel  area  as  well  as  members  of 
other  Indiana  Brethren  churches. 

Rev.  Jim  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Car- 
mel Church,  presented  a  devotional 
message  during  the  service.  Using  the 
three  parables  on  lostness  in  Luke  15, 
he  stressed  the  need  for  Christians  to 
recapture  a  concern  for  lost  individu- 
als. He  pointed  out  that  God's  concern 
for  lost  mankind  should  be  the  driv- 
ing force  behind  the  establishment  of 


this  and  every  church. 

Dallas  Evans,  moderator  of  the  Car- 
mel congregation  and  a  member  since 
the  work  began  in  the  fall  of  1980, 
turned  the  first  shovel  of  dirt.  He  was 
followed  in  turn  by  Rev.  James  R. 
Black,  executive  director  of  the  na- 
tional Missionary  Board  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church;  Mr.  Ernie  Zerbe,  presi- 
dent of  the  Indiana  District  Mission 
Board;  and  Rev.  Mark  Baker,  found- 
ing pastor  of  the  Carmel  Church. 
After  the  official  groundbreaking, 
anyone  interested  in  digging  a  shovel- 
ful of  dirt  was  invited  to  do  so. 

For  the  prayer  of  dedication,  Pastor 
Miller  invited  all  Brethren  pastors  in 
attendance     to     come     and     stand 


with  him.  He  then  asked  Rev.  Keith 
Bennett,  pastor  of  the  Muncie,  Ind., 
Brethren  Church  and  a  former  church- 
planter  in  Florida,  to  offer  the  prayer 
asking  God's  blessing  on  the  Carmel 
work. 

The  new  facility  will  be  built  in  the 
form  of  three  connected  rectangular 
units,  totaling  approximately  3,800 
square  feet.  The  largest  section  (44  by 
44')  will  house  the  sanctuary/fellow- 
ship area,  which  will  seat  approxi- 
mately 150.  The  two  smaller  sections 
(32'  by  32'  and  32'  by  24')  will  provide 
room  for  8  or  9  classrooms,  pastor's 
study,  and  restrooms. 

The  building  will  be  of  wood-frame 
construction  with  cut  stone  and  cedar 
siding.  Estimated  cost  of  the  building 
is  $220,000.  Work  is  to  begin  this 
month  (July)  with  completion  ex- 
pected sometime  in  the  fall. 


Above,  Indiana  District  Mission  Board 
President  Ernie  Zerbe  turns  a  shovel  of 
dirt.  At  left,  some  of  the  90  people  who  at- 
tended the  groundbreaking. 


Sunday  School  Class  Helps 
West  Alex's  Oldest  Member 
Celebrate  99th  Birthday 

West  Alexandria,  Ohio  —  Anna 
Miller,  the  oldest  member  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  West 
Alexandria,  reached  her  99th 
birthday  on  June  10. 

Helping  her  celebrate  this 
milestone  were  members  of  the 
Faithful  Bible  Investigators 
(F.B.I.)  Sunday  school  class,  who 
gave  a  party  for  Anna  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  June  7,  at  her  home. 

Anna  lives  alone  and  is  con- 
fined to  her  home,  except  for  visits 
to  the  doctor  and  occasional  short 
shopping      trips.      Nevertheless, 


Anna  Miller  with  members  of  the  F.B.I.  class. 


Luella  Painter  reports  that  "Annie,  as 
we  call  her,  is  a  very  dear  person  and 
a  true  blessing  to  be  with.  You  know 
of  her  love  for  the  Lord  just  by  being 
with  her.  She  truly  enriches  the  lives 
of  all  who  know  and  love  her." 

F.B.I,  members  who  joined  Anna  to 
eat  ice  cream  and  birthday  cake  were 
Pastor  David  Oligee,  teacher  Dan  Gil- 
bert, Carol  Gilbert,  Luella  Painter, 
Ceron  Painter,  Pauline  Jones,  Mildred 
Eubanks,  and  Martha  Williams. 

—  reported  by  Luella  Painter 

I  have  held  many  things  in  my 
hands,  and  have  lost  them  all;  but 
whatever  I  have  placed  in  God's  hands, 
that  I  still  possess. 

—  Martin  Luther 
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Wayne  Lowman  of  Linwood  Church 
Spends  Five  Weeks  in  Bangladesh 


man  explained,  who  said  he  also  found 
it  difficult  accepting  the  class  differ- 


Linwood,  Md.  —  Spending  five 
weeks  in  another  country  among 
people  of  a  culture  vastly  different 
from  one's  own  can  change  a  person's 
perspective. 

This  is  what  Wayne  Lowman,  a 
member  of  the  Linwood  Brethren 
Church,  discovered  when  he  spent  five 
weeks  in  Bangladesh  earlier  this  year 
as  part  of  a  Rotary  International 
Group  Study  Exchange.  Lowman, 
sports  editor  for  The  York  Dispatch 
newspaper,  made  the  trip  with  five 
other  people  from  central  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Lowman  shared  some  of  his  experi- 
ences and  the  pictures  he  took  in 
Bangladesh  with  members  of  the  Lin- 
wood Church  at  a  luncheon  held  fol- 
lowing the  worship  service  on  Sunday, 
May  3.  The  occasion  was  "New  Life" 
Sunday  at  Linwood.  An  offering  for 
World  Relief  was  taken  following  Low- 
man's  presentation. 

An  article  about  Lowman's  visit  to 
Bangladesh  also  appeared  in  the  April 
11,  1987,  edition  of  The  Evening  Sun, 
a  Linwood  area  paper.  The  following 
quotations,  which  give  some  of  Low- 
man's  impressions,  are  taken  from 
that  article,  written  by  Evening  Sun 
reporter  Wanda  Murren: 

"[The  visit]  opened  a  lot  of  things  to 
me,"  said  Lowman,  "I  don't  think  any- 
one can  help  but  reflect  on  their  own 
life    in    a    situation    like    that.    .    .    . 

Two  Brethren  Get  Degrees 
From  the  Seminary  in  May 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Two  Brethren  stu- 
dents were  among  the  96  graduates 
who  received  degrees  at  the  May  24 
commencement  ceremony  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary. 

Gwen  E.  Stuart,  a  member  of  the 
Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church,  received  a  master  of  arts  de- 
gree in  pastoral  psychology  and  coun- 
seling. Gwen,  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Holsinger  of  Ashland, 
is  the  director  of  Park  Street's  Care 
Line  (a  phone  counseling  service)  and 
attends  the  Williamstown,  Ohio, 
Brethren  Church,  where  her  husband, 
Keith,  is  the  pastor. 

James  A.  Hayden,  a  member  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  Burlington, 
Ind.,  received  a  master  of  divinity  de- 
gree. He  is  pastoring  a  Church  of  God 
congregation  in  Hayesville,  Ohio. 

July/August  1987 


When  we  first  arrived  there,  it  was  a 
total  culture  shock." 

He  described  his  first  encounter  with 
street  beggars  just  outside  the  airport 
—  a  small  boy  leading  a  blind  man.  He 
recalled  the  horror  of  seeing  cripples  on 
the  street  deformed  by  polio,  which  is 
still  prevalent  in  Bangladesh.  And  he 


ences. 

"They  say  there  is  no  caste  system 
there,  but  there  certainly  is,"  said  Low- 
man. 

His  host  family  in  Dhaka,  the  capital 
city,  had  a  young  servant  boy  named 
Jackie.  In  Bangladesh  being  a  servant 
is  not  a  job  —  it  is  a  class,  a  way  of  life. 

"He  did  everything  for  that  family. 
He  would  sweep  the  floors,  gather 
laundry,   serve  tea,   run  errands.  He 


Wayne  Lowman  (2nd  from  I.)  with  a 
capital  city  of  Bangladash. 

talked  about  the  shock  of  visiting  a 
slum  area  where  human  wastes  flow  in 
the  street  and  two  out  of  three  babies 
don't  live  past  infancy. 

"Those  things  really  shocked  me  at 
first,  and  then  towards  the  end,  it  was 
almost  easy  to  turn  my  head  away. 
That  was  a  sort  of  defense  mechanism, 
I  guess.  But  if  we  could  build  that  kind 
of  defense  in  just  five  weeks,  imagine 
what  it  must  be  like  to  see  that  day 
after  day,"  he  said. 

Yet  despite  the  human  misery  he  saw 
there,  he  was  just  as  struck  by  the 
enormous  capacity  for  generosity  and 
hospitality  displayed  by  the  people  of 

Bangladesh. 

***** 

[Lowman  sometimes  found  the  ex- 
tremes in  Bangladesh  shocking.]  In  the 
city  of  Chittagong,  the  group  visited 
slums  unlike  anything  he  had  ever  wit- 
nessed, but  in  that  same  city,  he  stayed 
in  "one  of  the  most  luxurious  homes 
I've  ever  been  in." 

Lowman  said  he  discussed  this  ex- 
treme with  his  host  there,  the  inhabit- 
ant of  the  luxurious  home. 

"He  said,  in  essence,  that  he  can't 
give  away  his  life,  that  he  has  to  pro- 
vide a  good  life  for  his  family,"  Low- 


class  of  elementary  students  in  Dhaka,  the 

was  not  a  slave  —  he  was  very  free  and 
they  treated  him  well,"  said  Lowman. 
"But  after  while  I  noticed  that 
whenever  he  joined  us  in  the  living 
room,  he  never  sat  on  the  furniture.  So, 
I  asked  the  one  son  about  it  and  he 
said,  'For  (Jackie)  to  sit  on  the  furni- 
ture would  put  him  on  the  same  level 
with  us  —  and  he's  not.' 

Lowman  said  he  just  couldn't  accept 
that  attitude,  until  the  son  explained 
what  Jackie's  life  would  be  like  if  he 
weren't  with  the  family.  Because  Jackie 
was  an  orphan,  he  would  have  had  to 
live  on  the  streets  and  probably  would 
not  have  lived  past  adolescence  —  two 
out  of  five  orphans  don't,  he  said. 

"It  was  really  very  hard  not  to  judge 
things  by  my  standards,  but  I  realized 
I  couldn't  do  that,"  said  Lowman. 
"And  when  I  was  finally  able  to  put  my 
own  standards  aside  and  look  at  it 
from  their  point  of  view,  it  opened  up  a 
lot  of  things  to  me." 

Lowman,  his  wife  Debbie,  and  their 
two  pre-school  children  live  in 
Hanover,  Pa.  They  drive  25  miles  each 
week  to  attend  the  Linwood  Brethren 
Church,  Wayne's  home  church.  Wayne 
sings  in  the  choir  and  Debbie  helps  in 
the  nursery. 
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Park  Street  Church  Celebrates 
10th  Anniversary  of  Care  Line 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Park  Street  Breth- 
ren Church  observed  June  28  as  "Care 
Line  Sunday,"  in  recognition  of  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  its  crisis  inter- 
vention, information,  and  referral 
telephone  service. 

The  purpose  of  "Care  Line  Sunday" 
was  to  recognize  the  Care  Line's  ten 
years  of  faithful  service  to  the  commu- 
nity and  to  honor  those  who  have 
served  as  listeners  during  its  ten-year 
ministry. 

All  past  and  present  Care  Line 
workers  were  given  recognition  during 
the  morning  worship  service.  In  addi- 
tion, Gwen  Stuart,  the  current  direc- 
tor of  the  ministry,  gave  outstanding 
service  awards  to  Helen  Shively  for 
her  ten  years  as  a  listener  and  to  How- 
ard Mack  and  George  Snyder  for  their 
eight  years  as  listeners  on  the  Care 
Line. 

Following  this  time  of  recognition, 
Dr.  Charles  Munson,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  group  that  founded  the 


Care  Line  ministry,  gave  a  message  in 
which  he  challenged  the  members  of 
the  congregation  to  reach  out  to  those 
around  them  with  "no  strings  at- 
tached." 

The  Care  Line  was  begun  June  7, 
1977,  by  a  men's  Bible  study  group 
from  Park  Street  that  felt  led  to  reach 
beyond  themselves  through  some  kind 
of  outreach  ministry.  At  first,  the  tele- 
phone was  manned  24  hours  a  day.  By 
calling  289-CARE  (2273),  people  of  the 
Ashland  area  could  receive  compas- 
sionate listening  any  time  of  the  day 
or  night. 

A  decade  later,  the  calling  hours  are 
from  7  to  9  o'clock  each  evening.  But 
the  service  has  grown  to  include  refer- 
ral services  to  over  100  professional 
and  volunteer  agencies  dealing  with 
specific  problem  areas,  as  well  as  a 
face-to-face  counseling  center  staffed 
by  trained  counselors. 

As  it  enters  its  second  decade  of 
ministry,  the  Care  Line  continues  its 


Barbara  Lambert  listens  to  a  caller 
while  Kimberly  Miller  waits  to  begin  her 
shift  on  the  Care  Line. 

efforts,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Munson, 
"to  reach  out  to  others  with  no  strings 
attached." 

—  reported  by  Gwen  Stuart 


Linwood  Members  Participate 
In  Community  Worship  Service 

Linwood,  Md.  —  Several  members  of 
the  Linwood  Brethren  Church  had  sig- 
nificant parts  in  the  joint  worship 
service  of  the  Union  Bridge  area 
churches,  held  June  21  at  the  Union 
Bridge  Fire  Hall  to  commemorate  the 
150th  anniversary  of  Carroll  County, 
Md. 

Linwood  pastor  Rev.  Robert  Kep- 
linger  gave  the  benediction  for  the 
service,  and  his  wife,  Dee,  directed  the 
Community  Chorus.  The  chorus  was 
accompanied  by  Linwood  member 
Joan  Myers,  and  nine  of  the  singers  — 
Mary  Garver,  Dennese  Whitney,  Judy 
Sipes,  Shirley  Garber,  Carol  Kep- 
linger,  Buckey  Garber,  Robert  Whit- 
ney, Tom  Keplinger,  and  Rev.  Kep- 
linger  —  were  from  the  Linwood 
church.  In  addition,  Larue  Sipes  gave 
the  children's  story  during  the  service 
and  Robert  Green  and  Ray  Pittinger 
served  as  stewards  —  all  three  from 
Linwood. 

The  sermon  for  the  service  was 
delivered  by  Ken  Steward,  a  member 
of  a  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Wheaton,  Md.,  who  did  a  portrayal  of 
Robert  Strawbridge  (1732-1781),  the 
first  preacher  of  Wesleyan  Methodism 
in  America.  In  addition  to  his  message 
during  the  community  worship  serv- 


Ft.  Scott  Church  Gives  Party 
For  Oldest  Active  Member 

Ft.  Scott,  Kans.  —  Fort  Scott  Breth- 
ren threw  a  surprise  party  for  Mrs. 
Edith  Culp  following  the  mid-week 
service  on  Wednesday,  June  17,  to 
help  her  celebrate  her  83rd  birthday. 

Mrs.  Culp  is  the  oldest  active 
member  of  the  Fort  Scott  Brethren 
Church  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
congregation  for  more  than  50  years. 
She  continues  to  serve  the  Lord  and 
her  fellow  Brethren,  often  keeping  her 
younger  "Sisters"  on  the  run  to  stay 
up  with  her. 

She  is  church  financial  secretary, 
secretary  of  the  W.M.S.,  and  attends 
district  and  national  conference  as  a 
delegate  whenever  possible.  She  has 

ice,  Steward  strolled  around  Union 
Bridge  in  the  afternoon,  preaching  on 
the  street  corners  and  wherever  people 
were  gathered,  using  the  brogue  of 
Strawbridge's  native  Ireland.  Accord- 
ing to  Pastor  Keplinger,  Steward  was 
an  excellent  speaker  and  did  a  very 
good  job  of  portraying  an  early  circuit- 
riding  preacher. 

In  reflecting  on  the  community  wor- 
ship service,  Pastor  Keplinger  added, 
"Truly  it  was  a  good  experience,  and 
we  were  glad  that  we  were  able  to  par- 
ticipate." 


Edith  Culp  and  Randy  Earnest,  one  of 
her  church  "grandchildren,"  prepare  to 
eat  birthday  cake. 

supported  the  church  spiritually, 
physically,  and  financially  for  many 
years  and  is  an  inspiration  to  the 
members  of  her  congregation. 

—  reported  by  Marilyn  Minor 

World  Population,  which  reached 
five  billion  in  July  according  to  the 
United  Nations,  will  increase  by 
another  1.2  billion  by  the  end  of  this 
century,  according  to  projections  by 
the  U.S.  Census  Bureau.  Most  of  this 
growth  will  occur  in  the  poorer  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  especially  Africa, 
the  Middle  East,  and  Latin  America. 
This  phenomenal  population  explosion 
confronts  the  church  with  an  urgent 
challenge  for  world  evangelization. 
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Brethren  in  Indiana  Celebrate 
Hundredth  District  Conference 


Shipshewana,  Ind.  —  The  Indiana 
District  Conference  convened  at  the 
Brethren  Retreat  Center  in  Ship- 
shewana on  June  12,  marking  the  one- 
hundredth  time  that  Indiana  Brethren 
have  gathered  for  fellowship  and  to 
conduct  district  business. 

Highlights  of  the  two-day  event 
were  a  district  birthday  party,  a  choir 
fest,  a  hog  roast,  and  a  W.M.S.  style 
show  that  traced  Brethren  women's 
dress  through  the  years. 

The  theme  for  the  conference  was 
"Separated  But  Not  Isolated,"  based 
on  John  17:13-19.  District  Moderator 


Ron  Waters,  pastor  of  the  Burlington 
First  Brethren  Church,  challenged  the 
delegates  and  guests  to  be  both  sepa- 
rated and  involved. 

In  his  recommendations,  the  mod- 
erator called  upon  the  district 
churches  to  make  a  study  of  the  sepa- 
rated life  during  the  coming  year.  He 
also  challenged  each  congregation  to 
take  one  moral  issue,  spend  time 
doing  an  in-depth  study  of  that  issue, 
then  prayerfully  take  action  to  provide 
a  Christian  influence  with  regard  to 
that  issue  in  the  community.  Reports 
of  these  actions  are  to  be  brought  to 


next  year's  conference. 

Rev.  Bill  Kerner,  supervisor  of 
Brethren  Home  Missions  —  the  key- 
note speaker  for  the  gathering  —  gave 
further  emphasis  to  the  conference 
theme. 

Noteworthy  items  of  business  in- 
cluded acceptance  of  a  new  district 
constitution,  and  the  merger  of  the 
northern  and  southern  BYC  groups 
into  one  organization  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  district  Ministry  of 
Christian  Education.  Officers  elected 
for  the  coming  year  are  Rev.  Kenneth 
Hunn,  moderator-elect;  Rev.  Dan 
Gray,  secretary;  and  Rev.  Alvin 
Grumbling,  treasurer.  Rev.  Gene  Eck- 
erley,  moderator-elect  for  the  past 
year,  is  the  new  moderator. 

—  Rev.  Jim  Miller 


Pittsburgh  Brethren  Say  Farewell 
To  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Norman  Long 


Pittsburgh,  Pa.  —  Members  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  Pittsburgh 
said  good-bye  to  Pastor  Norman  D. 
Long  and  his  wife,  Kay,  at  a  farewell 
dinner  held  May  17  in  the  church 
social  room. 

The  dinner  also  provided  the  congre- 
gation an  opportunity  to  express  their 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  Pastor 
Long  for  his  many  acts  of  kindness 
and  his  care  for  their  spiritual  welfare 
during  the  14V2  years  he  served  the 
church.  According  to  reporter  Lillian 
D.  Bowers,  "Pastor  Long  will  always 
be  remembered  [by  the  congregation] 
as  a  loving  and  spiritual  leader." 

At  the  dinner  the  Longs  were  given 


a  clock  made  by  church  member  Carol 
Watson  and  inscribed  by  many  of  the 
other  members;  a  plaque;  and  other 
gifts.  In  addition,  a  friend  of  the  con- 
gregation made  a  new  sign  for  the 
church  which  perhaps  captures  the  es- 
sence of  Pastor  Long's  ministry  at 
First  Brethren.  It  reads,  "From  the 
Heart  of  the  Father  to  the  Heart  of 
Pittsburgh." 

Rev.  Long  is  studying  to  be  a  chap- 
lain at  a  Pittsburgh  hospital.  He  has 
had  training  in  the  Pittsburgh  Veter- 
an's Hospital,  where  he  works  part 
time,  but  he  will  need  additional  in- 
tensive training  elsewhere. 

—  reported  by  Lillian  D.  Bowers 
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Pastor  and  Mrs.  Norman  Long  standing  beside  the  new  sign  on  the  front  lawn  of 
the  Pittsburgh  First  Brethren  Church.  Photo  by  James  Giiardi. 
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Midwest  Conference  Held 
June  26-28  at  Fort  Scott 

Fort  Scott,  Kans.  —  Brethren  of  the 
Midwest  District  held  their  district 
conference  June  26-28  at  the  Fort 
Scott  Brethren  Church. 

Seventeen  lay  delegates  and  four 
ministerial  delegates  took  care  of  dis- 
trict business  and  enjoyed  times  of  in- 
spiration and  fellowship. 

Speakers  for  the  conference  were 
General  Conference  Moderator  War- 
ren Garner;  Dennis  Sigle,  pastor  of  the 
Derby,  Kans.,  Brethren  Church;  and 
Reilly  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Mulvane, 
Kans.,  First  Brethren  Church.  Fellow- 
ship activities  included  three  great 
dinners  at  the  church  and  a  tour  of  the 
old  fort  in  the  city. 

Moderator  G.  Emery  Hurd  con- 
ducted the  business  sessions.  Officers 
elected  for  1987-88  were  Reilly  Smith, 
moderator-elect;  Cindy  Smith,  secre- 
tary; Ora  Adams,  treasurer;  and  Mar- 
ilyn Minor,  assistant  secretary/trea- 
surer. Rev.  Jim  Koontz,  pastor  of  the 
Ft.  Scott  Church,  became  the  new 
moderator. 

The  Midwest  District  BYC  also  met 
in  conjunction  with  the  conference  for 
the  second  straight  year,  with  23 
young  people  in  attendance.  BYC  of- 
ficers for  1987-88  are  moderator  Toby 
Wehrman,  vice-moderator  Peter 
Holmes,  secretary  Dixie  Wehrman, 
and  treasurer  Andi  Perrine.  Pastor 
Emery  Hurd  will  serve  as  BYC 
ministerial  advisor.  Lay  sponsors  are 
Floyd  Minor  and  Todd  and  Chris 
Showalter. 

—  reported  by  Cindy  Smith 

Prayer  is  measured  by  depth,  not  length. 
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The 


When  the  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  W.M.S. 

had  its  Mother-Daughter  Tea  May  12, 
among  the  28  ladies  and  children 
present  were  representatives  from  five 
generations  of  one  family.  The  five 
were  great-great-grandmother  Del- 
phia  Clark,  great-grandmother  Alice 
Tharp,  grandmother  Delphia  Johnson, 
mother  Crystal  Tatum,  and  son  Lloyd 
Tatum. 

Missionary  candidates  Tim  and 
Jan  Solomon  of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  re- 
cently adopted  their  second  child,  a 
son,  Stephen  Timothy. 

The  Masontown,  Pa.,  Brethren 
Church  hosted  a  picnic  for  the  High- 
land, Cameron,  and  Quiet  Dale  Breth- 
ren Churches  June  14  at  the  German 
Masontown  Park,  with  a  covered-dish 

Masontown  Church  Welcomes 
New  Pastor  and  Family 

Masontown,  Pa.  —  The  congregation 
of  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church 
held  a  welcome  dinner  and  program 
on  Sunday,  March  8,  for  their  new 
pastor  and  his  family,  Rev.  Russell  C. 
and  Mrs.  Sylvia  King  and  son, 
Mathias. 

Ted  Beal  offered  the  invocation  for 
the  program,  which  took  place  at 
12:30  p.m.  in  the  social  room  of  the 
church.  Pat  Logan,  moderator  of  the 
congregation,  gave  the  welcome  and 
introduced  guests.  Special  selections 
were  presented  by  the  adult  choir 
under  the  direction  of  Susie  Corcoran, 
and  by  the  primary  department  of  the 
Sunday  school. 

Committee  members  who  planned 
the  event  were  Clara  Andrews,  Sandy 
Dils,  Virginia  Wilson,  and  Nancy  Wil- 
son. 

Rev.  King  is  a  1985  graduate  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary.  From 
January  1984  to  February  1987  he 
pastored  the  Garber  Brethren  Church 
in  Ashland,  Ohio.  The  King's  son, 
Mathias  Noble,  was  born  February  6, 
1987. 

—  reported  by  Mary  M.  Davis 


dinner,  games  and  vespers. 

HOMELESSNESS:  Activities  About 
People  Who  Are  Homeless  is  the  most 
recent  publication  of  Brethren  House 
Ministries  of  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  The 
pupil's  book  contains  14  activities  for 
teen-age  or  pre-teen  students  to  work 
through  that  will  enable  them  to  bet- 
ter understand  who  the  homeless  are, 
why  they  are  homeless,  what  it's  like 
to  be  homeless,  what  they  can  do,  etc. 
A  teacher's  guide  provides  additional 


information  and  directions  for  some  of 
the  student  activities.  The  teacher's 
guide  is  $1.00  and  single  copies  of  the 
pupil's  book  are  $4.00,  with  reduced 
prices  for  quantities.  The  books  are 
available  from  Brethren  House  Minis- 
tries, 6301  56th  Ave.,  N.,  St.  Peters- 
burg, FL  33709. 

The  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Church  of  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  reports 
that  it  held  a  prayer  vigil  March  6  and 
7,  during  the  World  Day  of  Prayer. 


In  Memory 

Harry  H.  Miller,  93,  June  24.  Member  for 
74  years  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Gratis. 

Evelyn  Parker,  60,  June  6.  Member  of 
The  Brethren  Church  in  New  Lebanon. 
Services  by  pastors  Robert  Dillard  and 
Mike  Purdy. 

Trela  N.  Thompson,  76,  May  31.  Member 
for  45  years  of  the  First  Brethren  Church 
of  South  Bend.  Services  by  Rev.  Dan 
Cavinder. 

Veronica  Kite,  79,  May  22.  Member  of  the 
Highland  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Rev.  Carl  Phillips. 

Beulah  M.  Moore,  68,  May  20.  Member  of 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Waterloo. 
Services  by  Lynn  Mercer,  pastor. 
Anna  Bucy,  94,  May  15.  Member,  deacon- 
ess, and  Sunday  school  teacher  for  many 
years  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Cum- 
berland. Services  by  Rev.  Ralph  Mills  and 
Rev.  Ronald  Beachley. 
Mrs.  Ferda  Riddle,  94,  May  13.  Member 
for  78  years  and  oldest  member  of  the 
Tiosa  Brethren  Church.  Services  by  Rev. 
Don  Peters,  pastor. 

Frank  Klinger,  April  22.  Member  of  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  West  Alexandria. 
Services  by  David  S.  Oligee,  pastor. 

Goldenaires 

Alfred  and  Lucille  Morris,  50th,  July  3. 
Members  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church. 
Alvin  and  June  Brown,  50th,  June  6. 
Members  of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Waterloo. 

Art  and  Babe  Boldt,  55th,  June  6.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Waterloo. 

Roy  and  Louise  Kendall,  50th,  May  16. 
Members  of  the  Loree  Brethren  Church. 

Weddings 

Waiva  Corwin  to  Irvin  Taylor,  June  28, 
at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Bryan; 
Marlin  McCann,  pastor,  Fred  Brandon,  and 
Jimmy  Stewart  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Bryan  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Jeanine  Kasper  to  Phillip  Whittington, 
June  27,  at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Bryan;  Marlin  L.  McCann,  pastor,  officiat- 
ing. Groom  a  member  of  the  Bryan  First 
Brethren  Church. 
Amy  Y.  Fisher  to  David  R.  Myer,  June 


20,  at  Bringhurst  Methodist  Church. 
Groom  a  member  of  the  Flora  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Elain  Hensley  to  Gregg  Brelsford,  June 
20,  at  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church;  Mar- 
lin L.  McCann,  Keith  Hensley,  Dick 
Blackwell,  and  Ronald  W.  Waters,  pastor, 
officiating.  Groom  a  member  of  the  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Brethren  Church;  bride  a 
former  member  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church. 

Joni  Susan  Craft  to  Michael  Alan 
Summe,  June  13,  at  the  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Flora;  Alvin  Grumbling,  pastor, 
officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  Flora 
First  Brethren  Church. 
Julie  Millhouse  to  Jay  Hurder,  June  13, 
at  the  Milledgeville  Brethren  Church; 
Brad  Hardesty,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Milledgeville  Brethren 
Church. 

Diane  Yochem  to  Brent  Peters,  June  6, 
in  Mt.  Carroll,  111.  Groom  a  member  of  the 
Milledgeville  Brethren  Church. 
Jean  Marie  Shellenberger  to  David 
Lance  Goen,  May  29,  at  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Pleasant  Hill;  Robert 
Westfall  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Tammy  Stratton  to  Joe  Sines,  May  23,  at 
the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Bryan;  Mar- 
lin L.  McCann,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Bryan  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Larkin  Wise  to  Darrell  Chappuis,  May 
16,  in  Archbold,  Ohio.  Groom  a  member  of 
Bryan  First  Brethren  Church. 
Patricia  Sickles  to  Scott  Luther,  May  16, 
in  Marengo,  111.  Groom  a  member  of  the 
Milledgeville  Brethren  Church. 
Stephanie  Morris  to  Dan  Huff,  April  25, 
at  the  First  Brethren  Church  of  Waterloo; 
Lynn  Mercer,  pastor,  officiating.  Groom  a 
member  of  the  Waterloo  First  Brethren 
Church. 


Membership  Growth 

Muncie:  2  by  baptism 

Sarasota:  9  by  baptism 

Masontown:  2  by  transfer 

Mt.  Olive:  2  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 

Pittsburgh:  2  by  baptism,  1  by  transfer 

Park  Street:  7  by  baptism,  16  by  transfer 

New  Lebanon:  2  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 

West  Alexandria:  4  by  baptism,  7  by  transfer 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

GOD'S  PROMISE 

When  God  created  the  world,  He  made  a  beautiful  garden.  It  was  the  home  of  the  first  man 
and  woman,  Adam  and  Eve.  They  were  very  happy  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  until  one  day  when 
they  listened  to  Satan. 

Satan  hates  God  and  he  was  jealous  of  Adam  and  Eve.  He  tricked  them  into  disobeying 
God.  Read  chapter  3  of  Genesis  and  you  will  find  out  how  he  tricked  them. 

When  Adam  and  Eve  disobeyed  God,  they  sinned.  (Doing  wrong  is  called  sin.)  God  had  to 
punish  their  sin,  so  He  sent  them  out  of  the  lovely  garden.  From  that  time  on,  they  and  all  man- 
kind would  have  to  work  hard  to  get  food  and  clothes  and  shelter,  and  at  the  end  of  life  they 
would  die. 

But  God  is  a  loving  God,  and  with  the  punishment  He  gave  a  promise  —  the  promise  to 
send  One  who  would  bring  forgiveness  for  sins  and  give  us  eternal  life  with  God.  So  even 
though  people  lied  and  stole  and  hurt  one  another,  God  planned  to  keep  His  promise. 


Matching 


A.  Draw  lines  to  match  the  first  column  with  the 
correct  answer  in  the  second  column. 


a.  Sin 

b.  Adam 


1.  The  first  man 

2.  The  first  woman 


3.  The  one  who  doesn't     c.  Eve 
love  God 

4.  All  wrong  d.  Garden  of  Eden 


5.  Man's  first  home 


e.  Satan 


Garden  Markers 

These  sentences  might  be  said  by  a  helpful 
child.  In  the  sentences  you  will  find  words  that 
sound  like  the  names  of  flowers  or  vegetables. 
Write  the  names  on  the  garden  markers. 


~T~^ 


True  or  False 

B.  Read  each  sentence.  If  the  sentence  is  right, 
circle  the  letter  under  TRUE.  If  the  sentence  is 
wrong,  circle  the  letter  under  FALSE. 


1 .  God  made  all  things. 

2.  Satan  loves  God. 

3.  God  loves  us. 

4.  Satan  tricked  Adam  and  Eve. 

5.  Adam  and  Eve  disobeyed  God 

6.  Sin  is  doing  what  is  right. 

7.  God  sent  Adam  and  Eve  from 

the  garden. 

8.  God  promised  to  send  One  who 

would  bring  us  forgiveness. 


Now,  write  the  circled  letters  on  the  lines  to  com- 
plete this  sentence. 

God  always  keeps  His 


TRUE 

FALSE 

P 

t 

s 
r 

0 

e 

m 

n 

i 

a 

u 

s 

sc« 


1 .  With  my  two  lips  I  will  speak  kindly.      2.  I  will  turn  up  the  light  for  you.     3.  Let  us  help  you.     4.  I  want  to 
p(l)ease  you.      5.  I  will  arrange  the  rows  of  chairs. 


July/August  1987 
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omen  lVleant  to  Oerve 

Woman's  Missionary  Society 

COME  CELEBRATE  100  YEARS! 

THURSDAY  at  CONFERENCE 

—  Fellowship  and  Birthday 

Luncheon 

—  Thank  Offering  Ingathering 

in  Memorial  Chapel 

—  Evening  Inspirational  Service 

with  Dr.  Ruth  Tucker 
and  the  W.M.S.  Choir 

ALSO 


TWO 
W.M.S. 
QUILTS 


CENTENNIAL 

BOOK 

FAITH  AND  FORTITUDE 


MEMORABILIA 
DISPLAY 
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DO  YOU  WANT  TO  HELP  WITH  THE  REMODELING 
OF  THE  NATIONAL  OFFICES? 

THERE  ARE  FOUR  WAYS  YOU  CAN  DO  SO. 

A.  Brethren  Properties,  a  limited  partnership,  is  looking  for  individuals  in- 
terested in  investing  in  the  ownership  of  the  buildings  at  524  and  530  College 
Avenue.  Investments  are  possible  for  as  little  as  $200  down  and  $100  a  year 
for  eight  years. 

B.  Brethren  Properties  is  also  borrowing  some  of  the  reconstruction  funds 
from  individuals  on  one-  to  fifteen-year  notes. 

C.  The  Brethren  Church  has  borrowed  funds  to  purchase  some  needed  office 
equipment.  We  are  looking  for  individuals,  S.S.  classes,  W.M.S.  or  Laymen 
groups,  and  congregations  to  help  the  church  purchase  this  furniture  for  the 
common  good  of  all  boards.  Items  purchased  include: 


1 1  desks,  average  cost  $550 

8  computer  stands,  average  cost  $175 

1  set  of  table  and  chairs,  $150 

3  four-drawer  fire  files,  $650  each 

3  sets  of  sound  panels  to  divide  reception 

areas,  $550  per  set 
20  mini-blinds  for  windows,  $75  each 


1  sound  amplifier,  $150 
1  small  refrigerator,  $130 
1  small  microwave,  $130 
4  tables,  $60  each 
40  stacking  chairs,  $17  each 
4  file  cabinets,  $100  each 
4  bookcases,  $60  each 


D.  The  Brethren  Church  has  also  set  up  a  fund  to  help  subsidize  the  lease 
amounts  paid  by  the  various  boards.  Gifts  to  this  fund  will  be  distributed  to  the 
boards  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  rent  they  pay. 

Persons  interested  in  options  A.  or  B.  can  write  Brethren  Properties,  524  Col- 
lege Ave.,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805.  Gifts  for  items  C.  and  D.  can  be  sent  to  The 
Brethren  Church,  524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805.  Please  be  sure  to 
clearly  indicate  the  purpose  of  your  gift. 
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Brethren  at  Prayer  During  General  Conference 


Developing  a  Global  Vision 


Love  Your  Neighbor 


IT  WAS  early  one  morning  in 
Wheaton,  Illinois.  I  had  just 
walked  onto  the  balcony  of  my 
apartment  and  was  gazing  lazily  to- 
ward the  apartment  complex  next 
door,  when  I  saw  something  that 
made  a  lasting  impression  on  me. 

A  bony  Asian  woman,  wearing 
sandals  and  a  long  black  gown, 
walked  outside  the  building  carry- 
ing a  dishpan  full  of  water.  She 
squatted  on  the  grass  and  there 
began  bathing  her  face  and  hands. 

The  scene  made  me  blink.  This 
Southeast  Asian  refugee  lived  less 
than  50  yards  away.  But  she  seemed 
more  foreign  to  me  than  a  Viet- 
namese rice  paddy. 

Yet  this  woman  was  my  neighbor. 
She  was  radically  different  from 
nearly  all  my  other  neighbors  here 
in  middle  America,  but  she  was  my 
neighbor. 

A  change  in  definition 

Within  the  past  two  decades,  the 
definition  of  neighbor  has  changed 
drastically  in  most  parts  of  the 
United  States.  It  used  to  be  that 
"neighbor"  meant  someone  you  grew 
up  with.  A  neighbor  was  a  person 
who  looked,  talked,  and  dressed  like 
you. 

But  the  homogeneous  neighbor 
principle  no  longer  holds  true.  Pov- 
erty, wars,  and  revolutions  created  a 
generation  of  refugees  —  many  of 
whom  came  to  the  United  States. 

We  think  of  the  Cubans  in 
Florida,  the  Mexicans  in  Texas  and 
California,  and  the  thousands  of 
Nicaraguans,  Salvadorans,  and  Hon- 
durans  scattered  around  the  coun- 


try. And  what  about  the  thousands 
of  refugees  from  Southeast  Asia,  like 
my  Illinois  neighbor? 

The  United  States  is  essentially  a 
nation  of  immigrants,  of  course.  But 
these  more  recent  arrivals,  for  better 
or  worse,  haven't  blended  in  quite  as 
rapidly  as  those  did  in  generations 
before. 

Because  so  many  people  speak 
Spanish  in  Miami,  there  are  actu- 
ally stores  with  signs  in  the  win- 
dows that  say,  "English  spoken 
here."  Upset  by  all  the  Latin  Ameri- 
cans in  Miami,  a  barber  bitterly  told 
me,  "I  won't  give  them  [Latins]  the 
satisfaction  of  learning  Spanish." 

Worse  yet,  a  recent  Los  Angeles 
Times  article  described  a  growing 
prejudice  agains  Latins  in  the  Deep 
South.  Writer  David  Treadwell  de- 
scribed a  Mexican-American  man 
and  his  wife,  living  in  a  small  town 
in  northwest  Georgia,  who  were  ac- 
costed by  two  men  on  Main  Street. 
"On  this  side  of  town,  we  kill  nig- 
gers and  Mexicans,"  the  men  said. 
"Mexicans  are  niggers  that  don't 
talk  plain." 

During  his  four  years  in  town,  the 
Mexican-American  experienced  a 
cross-burning  on  his  front  lawn  and 
was  threatened  at  gunpoint  by 
neighbors.  Neighbors?  These  Geor- 
gians didn't  fit  the  description 
Christ  had  in  mind. 

Who  is  my  neighbor? 

Scripture  teaches,  "Love  your 
neighbor  as  yourself."  When  an  ex- 
pert in  the  law  asked  Christ,  "Who 
is  my  neighbor?"  Jesus  gave  him  an 
unexpected  answer. 


Interestingly,  Jesus  didn't  point  to 
fellow  Jews.  He  described  the  "Good 
Samaritan,"  someone  from  a  people 
group  very  different  from  and  bit- 
terly hated  by  the  Jews. 

In  other  words,  Jesus  was  saying, 
"neighbor"  has  nothing  to  do  with 
race  or  culture.  Followers  of  Christ 
are  to  love  all  people  as  themselves. 
That  teaching  is  especially  relevant 
to  us  today. 

We  live  in  what  many  writers  call 
a  global  village.  One  nation's  econ- 
omy depends  on  another's.  Modern 
communications  and  the  ease  of 
travel  combine  to  draw  peoples  to- 
gether. 

We  could  try  to  forget  the  rest  of 
the  world,  but  we  would  only  be  fool- 
ing ourselves.  Today  the  world  is 
coming  to  us.  For  instance,  people 
who  never  cared  one  bit  about  Cuba, 
Cambodia,  Mexico,  or  Nicaragua 
now  find  many  people  from  those 
very  countries  living  near  their 
doorsteps. 

Being  a  World  Christian 

We  Christians  need  a  new 
perspective  on  the  world.  Some 
people  call  this  being  a  "World 
Christian." 

Being  a  World  Christian  means 
loving  neighbors  both  inside  and 
outside  this  country.  We  see  the  Ira- 
nians or  Lebanese  on  television,  and 
we  pray  for  them.  We  see  people's 
physical  need  in  lesser  developed 
countries,  and  we  seek  ways  to  share 
with  them  out  of  the  abundance  God 
has  provided  us. 

When  Washington  politicians  talk 
about  doing  things  "in  our  national 
interests,"  we  remember  that  people 
in  other  countries  —  equally  loved 
by  God  —  have  interests  too. 

We  make  an  effort  to  understand 
and  befriend  people  from  other  cul- 
tures, and  we  share  our  homes  and 
Christ  with  them. 

Recently  my  wife  Elsa,  a  Peru- 
vian, visited  our  friend,  Renee,  from 
Michigan.  Afterwards,  Renee  wrote 
back,  "I  was  blessed  with  a  special 
feeling  of  kinship  toward  you.  .  .  . 
Our  language  barrier  really  wasn't 
such  a  barrier,  since  we're  women, 
mothers  and  Christians  —  so  much 
in  common." 

Besides  being  biblical,  loving  a 
neighbor  from  another  culture  be- 
comes one  of  the  richest,  enjoyable 
experiences  we  can  have.  [t] 
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Moderator's  Address 

to  the 

99th  General  Conference  of 

The  Brethren  Church 


What  I  would  like  to  do  in  this 
message  is  take  advantage  of 
the  unusual  opportunity  of  a  moder- 
ator being  able  to  explain  the  results 
of  his  recommendations.  Therefore, 
this  presentation  will  be  in  three 
parts  —  a  review  of  1986-87  (which 
in  part  responded  to  my  1986  recom- 
mendations), several  new  recommen- 
dations, and,  in  closing,  my  views  of 
the  spiritual  state  of  the  church  as  re- 
vealed in  the  prayer  survey. 

Let  me  list  some  of  the  recommen- 
dations of  a  year  ago  and  their 
present  status. 

1.  Encourage  congregations  to 
have  100%  subscribers  to  the 
Evangelist.  It  is  good  to  note  that 
there  are  four  more  congregations  in 
that  category  than  there  were  a  year 
ago. 

2.  It  was  recommended  that  an 
Editorial  Board  be  established  for 
the  Evangelist.  The  first  meeting  of 
that  board  will  be  held  this  week. 

3.  Adopt  an  ethics  statement  for 
pastors  and  churches.  The  Confer- 
ence a  year  ago  referred  the  ethics 
statement  to  the  Ministerium  for 
action.  Since  there  is  a  revised  state- 
ment in  the  delegate  packet,  I  pre- 
sume a  recommendation  will  be  in- 
troduced this  week. 

4.  There  was  a  recommendation 
to  revise  the  General  Conference 
Executive  Council  [GCEC]  based  on 
geographical  distribution  rather 
than  the  role  each  member  is  to 
play.  This  was  referred  to  the  Polity 
Committee.  Their  recommendation 
will  be  a  business  item  today. 

5.  That  a  study  be  done  to  deter- 
mine why  Brethren  pastors  are 
seeking  pastorates  outside  the  de- 
nomination. It  is  my  understanding 
that  a  seminarian  has  begun  this 
study. 
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6.  That  a  Fraternal  Relations 
Committee  be  appointed.  A  report 
on  the  activities  of  this  committee 
will  come  later  in  one  of  the  ses- 
sions. 

7.  That  Triads  of  Love  of  congre- 
gations be  established.  The  success 
of  this  recommendation  will  have  to 
be  evaluated  by  those  who  partici- 
pated in  it.  The  sketchy  reports  I 
have  received  have  been  positive. 

8.  That  every  Brethren  church 
conduct  a  24-hour  prayer  vigil  at  the 
time  of  the  1987  World  Day  of 
Prayer.  Participating  in  the  vigil 
was  a  new  experience  for  me,  but 
one  I  found  especially  rewarding.  It 
is  an  activity  that  should  be  con- 
tinued, if  based  on  the  positive  re- 
sponses I  have  received.  For  those 
participating  for  the  first  time, 
much  was  learned.  Succeeding  vigils 
would  and  should  involve  more 
people.  Most  important,  it  should  be 
continued  because  not  only  does  it 
bring  us  closer  to  God,  but  it  pro- 
vides us  with  a  feeling  of  unity  that 
no  other  activity  in  the  church  does. 

Board  of  Evangelism:  As  au- 
thorized by  this  Conference  a  year 
ago,  the  responsibilities  of  this  board 
were  assigned  to  the  Director  of  Pas- 
toral Ministries. 

What  else  happened  this  year? 

It  is  difficult  to  place  some  of  this 
year's  happenings  in  order  of  impor- 
tance, but  since  we  are  in  a  people 
activity,  let  me  address  some  person- 
nel changes.  We  have  already  recog- 
nized Brother  Bill  Kerner  for  his 
service.  His  resignation  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  GCEC  a  responsi- 
bility to  seek  a  successor.  A  Search 
Committee  was  appointed.  This  com- 
mittee recommended  two  candidates 
to  the  GCEC.   A  sub-committee  of 


Moderator  Warren  Garner  behind  the 
lectern,  where  he  spent  a  good  part  of 
Conference  week. 

GCEC  interviewed  the  two  candi- 
dates and  recommended  to  the  total 
GCEC  Rev.  David  Cooksey,  pastor  of 
the  Lanark,  111.,  Brethren  Church. 
His  formal  installation  will  take 
place  on  Friday. 

Another  personnel  change  re- 
sulted from  the  necessary  belt-tight- 
ening of  the  Publishing  Company. 
The  office  of  Director  of  Denomina- 
tional Business  became  less  than 
half  time.  Sterling  Ward  found  other 
employment.  Mike  Drushal  stepped 
in  as  a  consultant  to  coordinate  the 
planning  of  General  Conference. 

Renovation  of  church  offices 

Along  with  these  personnel 
changes  came  the  renovation  of  all 
the  National  Offices.  Many  of  you 
arrived  yesterday  in  time  to  attend 
the  dedication  of  the  renovation  of 
the  church  offices.  This  was  a  major 
enterprise  and  surprise  during  this 
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past  year.  If  you  have  not  seen  them, 
you  must  do  so.  I  am  sure  you  will 
enjoy  the  new  look.  Let  me  re-em- 
phasize an  earlier  note  of  apprecia- 
tion to  Dr.  Jim  Hollinger.  He  was 
deeply  commited  to  this  project, 
which  was  virtually  a  one-person  ef- 
fort. He  coordinated  the  day-to-day 
reconstruction.  His  resourcefulness, 
his  giving  of  his  time,  and  his  head- 
ing up  Brethren  Properties,  which 
raised  the  finances  to  do  the  job, 
have  accomplished  what  it  would 
have  taken  years  for  the  usual  com- 
mittee process  to  finish. 

Forum  on  the  Future 

Another  activity  that  took  place 
this  year  which  utilized  human  re- 
sources was  the  Forum  on  the  Fu- 
ture of  The  Brethren  Church  held  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  March.  This  was 
not  a  direct  action  of  the  GCEC,  but 
its  value  may  be  seen  yet  this  morn- 
ing during  the  business  session.  The 
Forum  gave  125  interested  Brethren 
an  opportunity  to  raise  questions 
and  seek  solutions  to  problems  in 
our  church. 

Another  activity  of  value  to  Breth- 
ren was  a  two-day  meeting  on  the 
mission  of  the  church  planned  by 
the  Brethren  Encyclopedia,  Inc.  The 
GCEC,  per  se,  was  not  involved  in 
this  planning.  It  is  Dr.  Joe  Shultz 
who  should  receive  the  appreciation 
of  the  denomination  for  his  vision  in 
seeing  the  value  in  the  formation  of 
that  group  and  for  the  publication  — 


The  Brethren  Encyclopedia.  This 
work,  which  many  of  you  have 
copies  of,  has  significant  historical 
value  to  the  movement  begun  by 
Alexander  Mack.  The  bringing  to- 
gether of  the  five  major  denomina- 
tions within  the  Brethren  movement 
is  significant. 

Now  that  the  encyclopedia  is  a 
finished  product,  the  group  is  con- 
tinuing to  meet  and  support  other 
publications.  The  most  recent  one  is 
the  work  of  our  moderator-elect,  Dr. 
Dale  Stoffer,  on  the  history  of  the 
Brethren.  In  the  meeting  I  attended, 
plans  were  initiated  to  not  only  sup- 
port other  publications,  but  to  hold 
meetings  with  larger  delegations 
present.  I  again  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  to  President  Joe  Shultz 
for  his  time,  and  the  energy  he  spent 
on  developing  these  fraternal  re- 
lationships. Also,  thanks  must  be 
expressed  for  the  resources,  both 
personal  and  institutional,  which  he 
has  provided  to  support  this  activity. 

Still  another  formal  activity 
which  I  was  privileged  to  attend  was 
the  ordination  of  Rev.  Ron  Williams, 
pastor  of  the  Brethren  Fellowship  of 
the  Savior.  Helen  and  I,  along  with 
several  representatives  from  na- 
tional headquarters,  were  present  to 
witness,  enjoy,  and  participate  in 
this  ordination  service  and  the  re- 
ception which  followed.  The  en- 
thusiasm of  this  congregation  and 
their  witness  to  the  Lord  is  a  light 
on  the  hill  which  could  guide  many 


Moderator  Garner  enjoys  a  lighter  moment  during  Conference  week  on  Tom 
McConahay's  "bike,"  while  Tom  keeps  a  hand  on  the  cycle  lest  the  moderator  flee  into 
the  night  to  escape  his  responsibilities. 


of  us.  This,  no  doubt,  was  one  of 
the  high  points  of  my  year  as  mod- 
erator. 

My  sincere  hope  as  you  hear  these 
comments  is  that  you  hear  what  has 
happened  during  this  year  and  that 
you  realize  these  accomplishments 
were  the  result  of  the  efforts  of 
many  people  who  are  willing  to 
serve  their  Lord  through  the  posi- 
tions they  hold.  Without  these  will- 
ing hands,  nothing  could  have  been 
accomplished.  There  is  still  much  to 
be  done.  We  need  to  take  the 
blinders  off,  end  the  myopia,  share 
our  strengths,  and  be  eclectic  —  that 
is,  take  the  best  of  what  others  have 
to  offer  to  strengthen  our  programs 
in  order  to  continue  the  mission  of 
our  church. 

Recommendations 

Now  let  me  make  several  recom- 
mendations. In  developing  these  rec- 
ommendations, there  was  a  certain 
sense  of  excitement  —  I  hope  suffi- 
cient excitement  to  generate  en- 
thusiasm that  will  continue  when 
we  get  back  home.  Sometimes  the 
pressures  of  home/job  respon- 
sibilities overshadow  the  inspiration 
and  action  of  General  Conference. 
There  is  virtue  in  a  General  Confer- 
ence moderator  generating  recom- 
mendations because  hopefully  they 
will  move  us  toward  thinking  about 
aspects  of  church  life  that  need  at- 
tention. It  is  this  feeling  that  leads 
me  to  my  first  recommendation. 

1.  My  first  recommendation  is 
that  The  Brethren  Church  develop  a 
program  that  will  increase  together- 
ness in  operation,  belief,  and  ac- 
countability at  local,  district,  and 
national  levels. 

At  the  moment  we  have  to  admit 
to  being  a  confederation  of  churches, 
similar  to  the  government  originally 
formed  by  the  founding  fathers  of 
this  country  —  a  relationship  that 
implies  little  central  authority,  but 
a  lot  at  the  local  level.  A  former 
moderator  wrote,  "If  the  government 
could  not  function  that  way,  can  the 
church?"  There  are  congregations 
that  hold  strictly  to  trine  immersion, 
others  accept  believers'  baptism.  We 
have  congregations  that  hold  strictly 
to  the  Threefold  Communion,  others 
that  do  not.  We  have  congregations 
whose  contributions  to  the  work  of 
the  national  office  are  in  direct  pro- 
portion to  their  approval  of  actions 
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taken.  What  national  organization 
do  any  of  us  hold  membership  in 
without  paying  an  annual  fee?  Yet 
we  permit  local  churches  to  meet 
their  apportionment  when  they  can. 

The  Manual  of  Procedure  clearly 
states  that  the  General  Conference 
"shall  have  no  power  to  interfere 
with  the  work  of  any  local  church 
nor  with  the  work  of  the  several  Dis- 
trict Conferences."  The  Manual  of 
Procedure  states  that  a  District  Con- 
ference may  elect  one  or  more  Dis- 
trict Evangelists  whose  duty  is  to 
work  with  the  local  congregations, 
but  may  not  impose  anything  that  is 
inconsistent  with  the  "autonomy"  of 
the  local  church. 

Local  congregations  are  managed 
by  persons  like  you  and  me,  whose 
primary  time  and  effort  are  given  to 
our  chosen  occupation,  so  the  neces- 
sary time  or  expertise  may  not  al- 
ways be  available.  Pastors  do  the 
best  job  they  can,  but  they  have  to 
rely  on  either  the  District  Evangel- 
ist, his  equivalent,  or  the  Director  of 
Pastoral  Ministries.  The  ratio  of  Dis- 
trict Evangelists/Director  of  Pas- 
toral Ministries  to  local  pastors  is 
low,  which  means  they  tend  to  ac- 
commodate emergency  needs  only. 
Just  as  important  is  the  fact  that  a 
local  pastor  does  not  have  to  be  ac- 
countable to  anyone  outside  of  the 
immediate  congregation. 

"It  is  my  suggestion  that  a 
more  concrete  and  realistic 
base  such  as  average  attend- 
ance be  used  to  describe  the 
strength  of  the  congregation." 

Another  aspect  of  togetherness 
and  accountability  is  the  prodding 
we  frequently  need  as  a  chair  of  a 
committee  to  carry  out  the  tasks  of 
that  committee.  We  will  elect  new 
committee  members  this  week.  The 
chair  may  be  a  new  or  inexperienced 
member  of  that  committee,  but  in 
most  cases,  the  duties  of  that  com- 
mittee are  found  in  the  Manual  of 
Procedure.  The  continuity  is  found 
in  old  members.  The  GCEC  has  au- 
thority to  modify  their  duties,  but  in 
the  final  analysis,  seeing  that  their 
jobs  are  getting  done  rests  in  the 
hands  of  the  national  moderator, 
who  is,  in  effect,  a  volunteer.  Such 
responsibilities  need  to  be  placed  in 
the  portfolio  pf  a  staff  person  — 
someone  who  has  time  to  carry  out 


such  responsibilities  to  see  that  we 
are  moving  forward. 

2.  Four  recommendations  that 
simply  reinforce  ones  previously  ap- 
proved by  General  Conference.  They 
are:  (1)  Encourage  congregations  to 
have  100%  of  the  membership  sub- 
scribe to  the  Evangelist.  (2)  Con- 
tinue the  Triad  of  Love  program 
that  was  started  this  year.  This  has 
been  an  organizational  year  for 
many  of  the  Triads  (or  in  some  cases 
the  Quads),  but  the  ones  in  which 
our  local  congregation  was  involved 
were  appreciated.  (3)  Continue  the 
prayer  vigil  over  the  World  Day  of 
Prayer  weekend.  (4)  Continue  to  en- 
courage reading  the  Bible  through 
once  a  year. 

3.  We  need  to  be  more  vocal  on 
some  of  the  social  issues  of  the  day. 
It  is  my  recommendation  that  the 
Social  Concerns  Committee  recom- 
mend a  position  on  some  of  the  so- 
cial issues  of  the  day,  such  as  abor- 
tion, pornography,  and  homosexual- 
ity. If  this  delegate  body  cannot 
come  to  grips  with  these  issues,  the 
next  generation  will  know  their 
heritage  to  be  based  on  inaction 
rather  than  action.  In  the  1986 
report  of  the  Social  Concerns  Com- 
mittee there  was  some  expression 
that  they  were  moving  in  this  direc- 
tion. This  year's  report  may  have 
more. 

4.  It  is  my  recommendation  that 
the  appropriate  committee  be  asked 
to  study  the  definition  of  member- 
ship. The  terms  inactive  and  active 
membership  are  used  in  most  con- 
gregations to  distinguish  between 
two  groups  of  people.  Active  mem- 
bership does  not  have  a  denomina- 
tional definition.  Some  "active" 
members  are  miles  away  from  the 
home  congregation  but  maintain 
their  "active"  status  by  an  annual 
contribution;  and  I'm  sure  other 
criteria  are  adopted.  It  is  my  sugges- 
tion that  a  more  concrete  and  realis- 
tic base  such  as  average  attendance 
be  used  to  describe  the  strength  of 
the  congregation.  These  are  the  indi- 
viduals who  do  the  work,  are  present 
at  church  services,  make  the  major 
contributions  and  decisions.  This 
would  have  an  effect  on  how  we  view 
the  traditional  church  membership, 
and  the  baptism  that  has  preceded 
it. 

5.  My  final  recommendation  also 
suggests  assignment  of  a  task  to  a 


committee.  Let  us  have  the  appro- 
priate committee  review  the  duties 
and  design  of  the  Spiritual  State  of 
the  Churches  Committee.  The  only 
time  this  committee  can  legiti- 
mately meet  is  during  General  Con- 
ference, and  then  only  if  a  majority 
of  the  district  moderators  are  in  at- 
tendance. 

It  is  the  national  moderator's  re- 
sponsibility to  convene  the  group, 
but  realistically  it  has  become  a  one- 
person  report.  So  what  I  am  about 
to  say  about  the  spiritual  state  of 
the  church  will  be  heard  for  the 
first  time  by  you  as  well  as  the 
committee. 

Spiritual  State 
of  the  Churches 

Since  the  theme  of  this  Conference 
is  prayer,  it  seemed  appropriate  that 
the  Spiritual  State  report  emphasize 
the  prayer  and  devotional  life  of 
Brethren.  Many  of  you  —  1,065  lay 
people  and  52  ministers  —  partici- 
pated in  a  survey  of  prayer/devo- 
tional activities  of  Brethren  through 
your  home  congregation.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  record  which  congrega- 
tions responded  or  the  percent  of  any 
congregation.  Individual  pastors 
may  have  done  this.  Since  some 
questions  were  not  answered,  the 
percentages  I  use  assume  that  those 
who  did  not  answer  the  questions 
would  have  had  the  same  answer  in 
proportion  to  those  who  did. 

For  example:  As  I  said,  1,117 
people  completed  some  part  of  the 
survey.  Of  those,  822  answered  the 
question,  "Do  you  have  a  regular 
daily  devotional  time?"  So  when  I 
say  that  71.7%  answered  that  ques- 
tion "yes,"  the  assumption  is  made 
that  the  other  295  responded  in  the 
same  ratio.  My  friend  Ralph 
McBride  may  squirm  a  little  at  the 
loose  use  of  these  statistics. 

Now  let  me  share  some  statistics 
with  you.  The  age  of  the  respondents 
was  unevenly  distributed,  with  the 
smallest  number  of  responses  from 
the  21-25  age  group  and  the  largest 
from  the  over  65  group. 

The  most  popular  daily  devotional 
help  is  the  Bible,  with  54.5%  report- 
ing its  use.  Our  Daily  Bread  was 
next,  with  37.5%,  and  the  Upper 
Room  a  distant  third  with  8%. 

How  much  time  is  spent  reading 
the  Bible  in  devotions?  Sixty  percent 
of  the  respondents  spend  some  time 
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in  personal  devotions  each  week.  Of 
that  group  40%  spend  at  least  one 
hour  per  week.  Another  36%  spend  a 
half  hour  or  more  per  week  in  per- 
sonal devotions. 

The  prayer  habits  are  just  as 
gratifying:  95%  of  the  respondents 
pray  at  times  other  than  meal  times; 
71.7%  pray  in  public  places  such  as 
restaurants  and  work  places.  Five 
percent  of  the  respondents  spend  at 
least  one  hour  per  day  in  prayer. 
Another  59%  spend  15  minutes  or 
more  in  prayer  each  day. 

What  about  mid-week  services? 
The  respondents  report  that  87.7% 
of  them  attend  a  church  where  there 
is  a  regular  mid-week  prayer  serv- 
ice. Of  those  saying  that  such  a  pro- 
gram exists  in  their  church,  only 
37.2%  attend  on  a  regular  basis. 

When  asked  whether  the  indi- 
vidual had  prayer  with  someone  in- 
side or  outside  of  the  congregation, 
the  percents  were  about  equal, 
17.1%  versus  17.7%.  Do  Brethren  do 
any  reading  on  prayer?  Within  the 
last  six  months,  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  respondents  said  they  had  read 
an  article  or  book  on  prayer. 

Fifty-two  percent  of  the  respond- 
ents said  that  they  participate  in  a 
weekly  Bible  study.  Of  these,  a  little 
over  half  were  in  Bible  study  groups 
with  members  of  their  congregations 
only. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the 
most  popular  religious  reading  ma- 
terial of  the  Brethren  is  the  national 
publication  of  our  church,  the  EVAN- 
GELIST; 37.1%  listed  it  while  21.1% 
mentioned  Guideposts,  10.8%  Deci- 


sion;   and    7.1%    Woman's   Outlook. 
Other  periodicals  mentioned  were 
Moody  Monthly,  Sunday  school  ma- 
terials, Focus  on  the  Family,  Cam- 
pus Life,  and  Christianity  Today. 

Two  open-ended  questions  were 
directed  at  finding  out  what  the  re- 
spondents felt  were  the  benefits  and 
obstacles  of  prayer.  In  the  collating 
of  this  material,  we  tried  to  see  com- 
mon elements  in  the  responses,  so 
we  developed  these  categories. 

The  benefits  of  prayer  as  stated  by 
many  of  you  are: 
Brings  me  closer  to  God. 
Gives  me  peace  of  mind,  inner  peace, 

comfort. 
Strengthens  my  spiritual  life. 
Prayers  are  answered. 
Gives  me  positive  state  of  mind  to 

meet  daily  situations. 
Relieves  tension. 
Wisdom  —  more  sensitive  to  other's 

needs. 
Help  in  family  relations. 
Improves  my  self  worth. 
Helps  me  express  feelings  more 

openly. 

The  deterrents  to  prayer  that  were 
listed  include  the  following: 
Lack  of  time. 

Lack  of  discipline/low  commitment. 
Interruptions/distractions. 
Busy-ness. 
Home  demands,  job  demands,  lack  of 

faith. 
Not  sure  what  and  how  to  ask. 

What  do  all  these  numbers  say 
about  the  prayer  life  of  Brethren? 
Since  there  was  no  control  group, 
one  can  only  conjecture  that  it  is 
good.  I  am  pleased  to  know  that  so 


many  of  you  have  daily  devotional 
time,  pray  regularly,  and  find  it 
comfortable  to  pray  in  public  places. 
The  average  Brethren  prays  4.7 
times  per  day. 

Room  for  improvement 

What  do  we  need  to  do?  Certainly 
there  is  room  for  improvement.  With 
sixty  percent  of  us  spending  about 
one  hour  per  week  in  devotional 
time,  some  priorities  need  to  be 
reviewed.  That  breaks  down  to  14 
minutes  per  day. 

Mid-week  services  seem  to  be  a 
low  priority  for  many  of  us.  Actually 
two-thirds  of  us  do  not  attend  on  a 
regular  basis.  This  suggests  that 
time  of  day  may  be  a  problem, 
method  may  be  a  problem,  or  it  is 
simply  that  I  am  the  problem. 

We  are  over  the  50%  mark  for 
those  who  participate  in  a  regular 
Bible  study,  but  again  there  is  room 
for  improvement.  It  can't  be  content, 
but  whatever  the  reason,  people 
need  to  be  involved  in  trying  to  find 
solutions. 

My  prayer  this  week  is  that  those 
who  are  having  the  difficulties  men- 
tioned above  be  helped  to  overcome 
them. 

In  my  presentation  to  several  dis- 
trict conferences,  I  referred  to  the 
statement  of  Frank  Laubach,  the  lit- 
eracy expert  of  some  years  ago.  I 
heard  him  say  that  he  has  tried 
to  condition  himself  to  think  about 
God  once  every  minute.  That  is  the 
goal  each  of  us  needs  to  strive  for 
as  we  try  to  increase  our  walk  with 
Him.  [t] 


Conference  Action  On 
The  Moderator's  Recommendations 

The  following  action  was  taken  by  General  Conference 
on  ModeratQr  Garner's  five  recommendations.  (Only  the 
essence  of  each  recommendation  is  given  here;  see  the 
moderator's  address  above  for  the  complete  recommen- 
dations.) 

Recommendation  1,  that  The  Brethren  Church  devel- 
op a  program  to  increase  togetherness,  was  accepted  and 
referred  to  the  Polity  Committee,  with  a  report,  includ- 
ing possible  means  of  implementation,  to  be  made  at  the 
1988  Conference. 

Recommendation  2  —  which  reinforces  previous  re- 
commendations concerning  100%  Evangelist  subscrip- 
tions, the  Triad  of  Love  program,  World  Day  of  Prayer, 
prayer  vigils,  and  daily  Bible  study  —  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  3,  that  the  Social  Concerns  Commit- 


tee recommend  a  position  on  some  of  the  social  issues  of 
the  day,  was  adopted,  including  the  Executive  Council's 
further  recommendation  that  the  Social  Concerns  Com- 
mittee be  requested  to  submit  articles  on  one  or  more  of 
these  issues  for  inclusion  in  The  Brethren  Evangelist 
during  the  coming  year,  and  that  the  committee  make  a 
report  to  the  1988  Conference. 

Recommendation  4,  that  an  appropriate  committee  be 
asked  to  study  the  definition  of  membership,  was 
adopted,  with  the  Executive  Council  empowered  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  investigate  this  issue  and  bring  a 
report  to  the  1988  Conference. 

Recommendation  5,  that  an  appropriate  committee  re- 
view the  duties  and  design  of  the  Spiritual  State  of  the 
Churches  Committee,  was  changed  somewhat  by  Execu- 
tive Council,  which  recommended  that  the  succeeding 
moderator  continue  to  work  to  find  an  effective  method 
to  determine  the  Spiritual  State  of  the  Church.  Execu- 
tive Council's  recommendation  was  adopted  by  Confer- 
ence. 
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"Pray  Without  Ceasing,"  that  was  the  theme  of 
the  99th  General  Conference  of  The  Brethren 
Church  held  last  month  in  Ashland,  Ohio.  During 
the  week  Brethren  heard  about  prayer,  thought 
about  prayer,  talked  about  prayer,  and,  perhaps 
what  is  more  important,  spent  time  in  prayer  —  in 
special  seasons  of  prayer  during  Conference  ses- 
sions and  in  a  week -long  prayer  vigil. 

But  Conference  week  was  also  a  time  for  celebra- 
tion, for  this  General  Conference  marked  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of 
The   Brethren    Church.    The    celebration    of  this 


milestone  reached  its  peak  on  Thursday,  with  a 
W.M.S.  Birthday  Luncheon  for  the  women  at  mid- 
day and  a  W.M.S.  100th  Anniversary  Inspiration 
Service  for  the  entire  Conference  in  the  evening. 

On  this  and  the  following  several  pages  is  a 
report  of  this  year's  General  Conference,  with  a 
special  pictorial  account  of  the  W.M.S.  Centennial 
Celebration  on  pages  12  and  13.  This  report  was 
prepared  by  the  Evangelist  editor  with  help  from 
other  writers  as  noted.  Conference  photographs,  ex- 
cept where  noted  otherwise,  were  taken  by  Rev. 
Ronald  W.  Waters. 


Conference  Business  Sessions 


The  two  business  items  that  gen- 
erated the  most  interest  and  dis- 
cussion during  this  year's  Confer- 
ence business  sessions  occurred  at 
the  beginning  and  the  end  of  Con- 
ference. They  were  a  change  in  the 
way  members  are  elected  to  the 
General  Conference  Executive 
Council,  and  a  change  in  location 
for  the  1989  General  Conference. 

The  change  in  the  way  members 
are  elected  to  Executive  Council 
was  one  of  the  first  items  during 
the  Tuesday  morning  business  ses- 
sion. According  to  the  new  plan, 
presented  by  the  Polity  Committee 
and  approved  by  the  Conference, 
delegates  will  no  longer  elect  Con- 
ference officers  as  such,  except  the 
moderator-elect  (who  will  serve 
successively  as  moderator-elect, 
moderator,  and  past  moderator). 
Instead,  they  will  elect  to  the 
Executive  Council  three  members 
at  large  and  four  members  to  rep- 
resent regions  of  the  United  States. 
These  seven  members,  along  with 
the  moderator-elect,  moderator, 
and  past  moderator,  will  make  up 
the  voting  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council. 

All  elected  members  of  the 
Executive  Council  will  serve  three- 


year  terms,  with  one  member  at 
large  and  one  regional  member 
elected  each  year,  except  every 
third  year  (beginning  in  1989), 
when  two  regional  representatives 
will  be  elected.  The  four  regions 
are  West  (N.  California,  South- 
west, and  Midwest  Districts), 
Plains  (Central  and  Indiana  Dis- 
tricts), Mideast  (Ohio  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Districts),  and  East  (Florida 
and  Southeastern  Districts). 

In  addition  to  the  ten  voting 
members,  there  will  be  nine  non- 
voting members:  a  representative 
from  Ashland  College  and  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  nominated  by  the 
leadership  of  those  institutions  and 
elected  for  a  three-year  term  by  the 
Conference;  the  Director  of  Pas- 
toral Ministries;  the  Director  of  De- 
nominational Business;  the  execu- 
tive directors  of  the  Missionary 
Board,  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, and  the  Publishing  Com- 
pany; and  one  representative  from 
each  the  World  Relief,  Benevolent, 
and  Retirement  Boards. 

The  Executive  Council  will  itself 
appoint  persons  to  serve  as  General 
Conference  and  Council  officers 
(except  as  moderator).  These  offi- 
cers, except  for  the  secretary,  who 


must  be  appointed  from  among  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Council, 
may  be  chosen  from  among  the 
Council  members  themselves  or 
from  among  all  members  in  good 
standing  in  The  Brethren  Church. 

The  other  business  item  that 
generated  considerable  interest  did 
not  reach  the  floor  until  near  the 
end  of  the  Friday  business  session. 
It  was  a  motion  to  hold  the  1989 
General  Conference  on  the  campus 
of  Manchester  College  in  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  A  similar  motion 
made  last  year  to  hold  this  year's 
Conference  at  Manchester  College 
had  been  defeated.  But  delegates 
were  more  receptive  to  the  idea 
this  year,  and  the  motion  passed.  It 
was  understood  that  this  is  a  one- 
year  trial,  with  any  decision  about 
holding  future  Conferences  at 
other  locations  dependent  on  the 
outcome  of  this  trial.  To  underscore 
this  point,  delegates  voted  to  hold 
the  1990  Conference  August  6-10 
at  Ashland  College. 

Other  items  of  business  of  note 
included  the  following: 

Three  Brethren  Home  Mission 
groups  were  changed  from  class 
status  to  Home  Mission  Congrega- 
tions —  the  Covenant  Community 
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Brethren  Church  of  Freder- 
icksburg, Va.;  the  Sunrise  Commu- 
nity Church  of  Mesa,  Ariz.;  and  the 
First  Brethren  Church  of  Mon- 
rovia, Calif. 

A  paper  on  "Ethics  for  the 
Church  and  the  Pastor,"  presented 
last  year  and  referred  to  the 
Ministerial  Association  for  revi- 
sion, was  brought  back  to  the  Con- 
ference in  revised  form  and  was 
adopted.  (See  pages  17  and  18). 

In  addition  to  these  items,  dele- 
gates elected  a  moderator-elect  and 
three  other  members  to  Executive 
Council,  voted  in  new  board  and 
committee  members,  and  received 
reports  from  the  various  boards 
and  committees  of  the  church.  A 
total  of  424  delegates  registered  for 
the  business  sessions. 

Next  Year's  General  Conference 
will  be  held  August  1-5  at  Ashland 
College.  The  Conference  theme  will 
be  "Let  Us  Be  Brethren"  based  on 
Matthew  23:8.  This  will  be  the 
100th  General  Conference  of  The 
Brethren  Church. 

General  Conference 
Executive  Council  Members 

Dr.  Dale  Stoffer  became  the  new 
General  Conference  Moderator  at 
the  conclusion  of  this  year's  Con- 
ference. Dr.  Stoffer  is  pastor  of  the 
Smoky  Row  Brethren  Church  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  a  Home  Mission 
congregation  begun  by  Dr.  Stoffer 
in  1980.  He  also  serves  on  a  part- 
time  basis  as  assistant  professor  of 
historical  theology  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary. 

Son  of  Thomas  and  Donna  Stof- 
fer, Dale  grew  up  in  the  Canton 
Trinity  Brethren  Church,  studied 
at  Ashland  College  (B.A.  1972), 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 
(M.Div.  1975),  and  Fuller  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  (Ph.D.  1980).  He  and 
his  wife,  Marcia,  have  two  chil- 
dren. 

Rev.  Kenneth  Sullivan,  pastor  of 
the  Trinity  Brethren  Church  in 
Canton,  Ohio,  was  chosen  as  mod- 
erator-elect. A  1974  graduate  of 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary, 
Rev.  Sullivan  also  pastored  the 
Walcrest,  Ohio,  and  Lathrop, 
Calif.,  Brethren  Churches. 

Other  newly  elected  members  of 


A  formal  installation  service  was  held  during  the  Friday  morning  business 
session  for  Rev.  David  Cooksey,  the  new  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries  for  The 
Brethren  Church.  Rev.  Cooksey,  former  pastor  of  the  Lanark,  III.,  First  Brethren 
Church,  began  serving  as  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries  on  July  1.  Rev.  Cooksey 
(holding  microphone)  and  his  wife,  Carolyn,  are  seen  here  with  the  Brethren  elders 
at  Conference  —  all  of  whom  were  asked  to  come  forward  and  surround  the  Cook- 
sey s  during  the  prayer  of  consecration. 


the  General  Conference  Executive 
Council  are  at-large  member 
Teresa  Hensley,  Mideast  represent- 
ative Rev.  William  Walk,  West  rep- 
resentative Rev.  Jim  Koontz,  and 
Ashland  College/Theological  Semi- 
nary representative  Dr.  Fred 
Finks. 


Previously-elected  members  con- 
tinuing on  GCEC  are:  At-large 
members  Dr.  John  Shultz  and 
J.  Michael  Drushal;  East  repre- 
sentative Norma  Waters;  Plains 
representative  Marjorie  Bennett; 
and  past  moderator,  Dr.  Warren 
Garner. 


Opening  Worship  —  Focusing  on  Prayer: 
Setting  the  Tone  for  the  Entire  Week 


In  keeping  with  the  Conference 
theme,  "Pray  Without  Ceasing," 
the  opening  worship  service  of 
General  Conference  brought  the 
focus  of  the  gathering  immediately 
on  prayer. 

Led  by  Charles  G.  Beekley, 
Director  of  Christian  Education  for 
The  Brethren  Church,  with  special 
music  by  the  Summer  Crusader 
music  team  "Ransomed,"  the  serv- 
ice included  personal  testimonies 
to  prayer  by  Mark  Ray,  a  first-year 
Crusader  and  high  school  senior 
from  Milford,  Ind.;  Chaplain 
Eugene  Beekley,  a  retired  Air 
Force  chaplain  and  Brethren  pas- 
tor; and  Mrs.  Linda  Barr,  a  Chris- 
tian educator  and  pastor's  wife 
from  Sarver,  Pa. 

But  the  service  was  more  than 
talking  about  prayer  or  testimonies 


to  prayer,  it  was  a  time  for  pray- 
ing. Those  in  attendance  were 
asked  to  form  small  groups,  share 
joys  and  sorrows,  needs  and  con- 
cerns, then  spend  time  together 
praying.  Though  a  crowd  of  more 
than  400  was  in  attendance,  this 
was  done  with  little  confusion,  and 
soon  Brethren  were  engaged  in  an 
intense  time  of  prayer,  setting  the 
tone  for  the  entire  week. 

The  message  of  the  evening, 
"How  to  Pray,"  was  presented  by 
Rev.  Timothy  Garner,  associate 
pastor  of  the  St.  James  Brethren 
Church.  He  warned  against  hypo- 
critical prayer  and  admonished  that 
we  must  come  to  prayer  admitting 
we  are  sinners.  He  stated  that 
when  we  pray,  we  must  make  every 
effort  by  our  lives  to  bring  the  prin- 
ciples of  heaven  down  to  earth. 
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Inspirational  Speaker  Arthur  E.  Gay: 
Four  Facets  of  the  Conference  Theme 


Despite  the  fact  that  Conference 
inspirational  speaker  Dr.  Arthur 
Evans  Gay,  Jr.,  accused  one  of  his 
deacons  of  saying,  "Why  should  we 
[Dr.  Gay's  congregation]  hear  Art 
Gay  twice  before  the  rest  of  the 
world  hears  him  once?"  Brethren 
at  General  Conference  were  thank- 
ful for  the  opportunity  to  hear  him 
four  times  during  Conference 
week. 

Dr.  Gay  amused  his  hearers  with 
the  stories  and  humorous  com- 
ments he  used  to  begin  his  mes- 
sages, but  he  also  provided  food  for 
serious  thought  in  those  messages, 
in  which  he  examined  four  facets  of 
the  Conference  theme,  "Pray  With- 
out Ceasing." 

In  his  first  message,  "The  Apos- 
tle's Model,"  he  used  the  example 
of  Paul  and  the  Apostle's  words  in  I 
Thessalonians  5:16-18  as  a  model 
for  "Praying  Without  Ceasing." 
Noting  that  Paul  —  who  was  ac- 
cused at  Thessalonica  of  turning 
the  world  upside  down  —  was  a 
man  of  prayer,  Gay  challenged: 
"May  Paul  convince  you  to  make 
prayer  the  priority  of  your  life."  He 
then  added  "three  simple  points" 
from  Paul's  words  in  I  Thess.  5:16- 
18:  (1)  Be  joyful  always  —  think 
more  about  Jesus  than  about  your 
problems.  (2)  Pray  continually  — 
because  you  are  joyful,  pray,  de- 
pending on  God  rather  than  self. 
(3)  Give  thanks  in  all  cir- 
cumstances —  because  God  is  with 
you  in  every  circumstance  working 
out  His  plan. 

In  his  second  message,  "Intimacy 
and  the  Christian  Leader's  Com- 
munion With  God,"  Gay  showed 
from  Psalm  139  the  importance  of 
acknowledging  God's  intimate 
knowledge  of  us.  And,  like  the  au- 
thor of  this  Psalm,  we  also  need  to 
pray  that  God  will  "search  me  .  .  . 
and  know  my  heart,"  and  show  us 
what  He  has  found.  This  self-reve- 
lation must  then  be  followed  by 
complete  repentance  —  acknowl- 
edging sin,  being  sorry  for  it,  and 


turning  around  and  walking  the 
other  way. 

The  first  two  phrases  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer  —  "Our  Father  in 
heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name"  — 
were  the  basis  of  Dr.  Gay's  third 
message.  "What  you  think  about 
these  phrases  will  affect  not  only 
yourself,  but  your  whole  genera- 
tion," he  stated.  He  emphasized  the 
importance  of  recognizing  God  as 
"Our  Father,"  making  us  His  fam- 
ily joined  together  in  Him.  We 
ought  to  "pray  without  ceasing"  be- 
cause we  are  entirely  dependent 
upon  Him  and  His  providence,  Dr. 
Gay  said.  He  also  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  God's  name  ("hallowed 
be  thy  name"),  and  urged  his  hear- 
ers to  study  the  names  of  God  in 
the  Bible  and  to  teach  these  names 
to  your  children,  for  in  this  you 
describe  the  character  of  God. 

In  his  final  message,  Dr.  Gay 
urged  Brethren,  in  the  words  of 
Jesus,  to  "ask  the  Lord  of  harvest 
.  .  .  ,"  because  "the  safety  and  sal- 
vation of  people  around  the  world 


are  at  stake."  Coupling  the  need 
for  prayer  with  the  need  for  action, 
Dr.  Gay  suggested  that  we  need  to 
focus  our  prayers  for  harvesters  in 
particular  on  those  nations  around 
the  world  where  there  is  no  reli- 
gious freedom,  and  we  also  need  to 
call  upon  our  government  to  make 
religious  liberty  a  basic  issue  in  its 
relations  with  these  nations.  Dr. 
Gay  also  stressed  that  personal 
holiness  and  an  anxious  concern  to 
win  souls  must  accompany  our 
prayers  for  harvesters. 


W.M.S.  Inspirational  Speaker  Ruth  Tucker: 
Women  Overcoming  Obstacles  in  Missions 


The  special  speaker  for  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  Cen- 
tennial Celebration  was  Dr.  Ruth 
Tucker,  a  woman  whose  life  has 
centered  on  missions. 

Mrs.  Tucker  caught  a  vision  for 
missions  as  a  13-year-old  girl  in 
northern  Wisconsin,  when  she 
heard  a  missionary  speaker  at  a 
summer  camp.  At  the  closing  meet- 
ing of  that  camp,  she  stood  to  com- 
mit her  life  to  God  as  a  foreign  mis- 
sionary, and  for  the  remainder  of 
her  high  school  years  foreign  mis- 
sions was  her  life's  goal. 

Though  Dr.  Tucker  has  not 
realized  that  goal  as  a  full-time 
missionary,  she  has  served  the 
cause  of  missions  in  other  ways  — 
as  a  teacher  of  missions,  by  spend- 
ing three  summers  teaching  at  a 


Bible  college  in  Kenya,  East  Af- 
rica, and  by  writing  an  award-win- 
ning book  about  the  lives  of  99  mis- 
sionaries —  entitled  From  Jeru- 
salem to  Irian  J  ay  a. 

At  the  W.M.S.  Birthday  Lunch- 
eon on  Thursday,  Dr.  Tucker  spoke 
about  the  beginnings  of  evangelical 
women's  missionary  movements. 
She  told,  for  example,  of  Mary 
Webb,  a  dynamic  woman  in  a 
wheelchair,  who  called  together  14 
Baptist  and  Congregational 
women.  At  that  meeting,  held  Oc- 
tober 9,  1980,  the  Boston  Female 
Society  for  Missionary  Purposes 
was  born.  Since  members  of  such 
societies  were  to  contribute  even 
their  smallest  coins  for  missions, 
they  were  called  mite  societies  or 
cent     societies.     From     somewhat 
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similar  beginnings  came,  in  1887, 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
(originally  called  the  Sisters'  Soci- 
ety of  Christian  Endeavor). 

During  the  Thursday  evening 
W.M.S.  100th  Anniversary  Inspira- 
tion Service,  Dr.  Tucker  continued 
her  accounts  of  missionary  women, 
focusing  on  their  heroic  willingness 
to  tackle  and  overcome  the  most 
difficult  obstacles.  She  told  of 
Charlotte  (Lottie)  Moon,  "the  pa- 
tron saint  of  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
sions," who  went  to  China  in  1873. 


There  she  encountered  misun- 
derstanding and  resistance  within 
the  mission,  but  she  persevered. 
Eventually,  during  a  famine,  she 
gave  away  so  much  of  her  own  food 
that  she  died  of  starvation  on  her 
way  home  to  the  United  States. 

In  our  own  time,  Helen 
Roseveare,  a  missionary  doctor  to 
the  Congo  in  the  1950s  and  '60s, 
faced  the  obstacle  of  being  assigned 
to  work  under  inferior  supervision. 
Gladys  Aylward,  a  former  parlor- 
maid who  became  the  world-famous 


Second  National  Forum  on  Church's  Future: 
Sharing  Good  News  and  What's  Still  Needed 


A  special  event  of  this  General 
Conference  was  the  second  Na- 
tional Forum  on  the  Future  of  The 
Brethren  Church.  The  Forum,  orig- 
inally scheduled  for  two  hours  on 
Thursday  morning,  was  changed  to 
Tuesday  morning  (when  only  one 
hour  was  available). 

The  reason  for  this  change  was 
leader  Dr.  Charles  Munson's 
scheduled  admittance  into  the  hos- 
pital on  Thursday  morning  in  prep- 
aration for  open-heart  surgery  on 
Friday.  (The  surgery  went  very 
well,  and  Dr.  Munson  was  released 
from  the  hospital  on  August  17.) 

Dr.  Munson  opened  the  Forum 
by  calling  attention  to  "four 
things"  in  I  Thessalonians  5  —  be 
joyful,  pray  continually,  give 
thanks  in  all  circumstances,  don't 
put  out  the  Spirit's  fire.  He  then 
called  upon  Conference  attenders 
to  join  him  on  their  knees  for  a 
time  of  individual  and  corporate 
prayer. 

Acknowledging  that  many  good 
things  are  happening  in  The  Breth- 
ren Church,  Dr.  Munson  next  gave 
opportunity  for  churches  to  report 
"good  news."  Pastor  Charles 
Ankney  of  the  Bloomingdale  Com- 
munity Church  in  Florida  told  of 
new  tentmakers  coming  to  their 
congregation,  15  new  members  in 
July,  a  new  addition,  and  plans  to 
build  a  new  sanctuary  in  the  near 
future.  Rev.  Mike  Gleason,  pastor 
of  evangelism  and  discipleship  for 
the  Ashland  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church,  told  about  a  variety  of  new 


support 

ministries 

for 

people 

with 

special 

needs, 

which 

have 

been  started  by  the  Park  Street 

congregation. 

The  pastors  and  other  members 
of  both  the  Elkhart  and  South 
Bend  First  Brethren  Churches  told 
of  the  new  vitality  that  has  come  to 
their  congregations  as  a  result  of 
relocating  to  new  facilities.  And 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  Keith  Bennett  of 
the  Muncie  Brethren  Church  used 
MUNCIE  as  an  acrostic  to  tell  of 
new  Mission  consciousness,  Unity 
concern,  Needs  responded  to,  Com- 
mitment to  Christ,  Involvement, 
and  Evangelism  efforts  in  their 
congregation. 

Dr.  Munson  concluded  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Forum  by  saying  that 
many  good  things  are  happening  in 
The  Brethren  Church,  but  that  we 
need  still  more  like  them.  He  then 
opened  the  Forum  to  consideration 
of  three  questions  that  had  been 
distributed  to  the  assembled  group: 

A.  What  does  The  Brethren  Church 
need    for    a    meaningful    future? 

B.  What  emphases/changes  are 
needed  to  implement  your  response 
to  A?  C.  What  denominational 
emphases/changes  do  you  think  the 
people  in  your  church  will  support? 
Anyone  wishing  to  address  any  of 


General  Conference  Report 

"small  woman"  of  pre-Communist 
China,  overcame  the  obstacle  of 
mental  deficiency.  Betty  Olsen,  be- 
fore her  tragic  martyrdom  in  Viet- 
nam following  the  Tet  offensive  in 
the  1960s,  had  worked  to  surmount 
the  obstacle  of  her  own  negative  at- 
titude. Dr.  Tucker  also  singled  out 
Mary  Sterling,  founder  of  the 
Brethren  W.M.S. ,  who  labored  to 
overcome  prejudice  against  women 
in  the  ministry. 

Following  her  challenging  mis- 
sionary address,  Dr.  Tucker 
greeted  her  listeners  in  the  chapel 
foyer,  where  she  autographed 
copies  of  her  book. 

—  Julie  Flora 

these  questions  was  invited  to  step 
to  a  microphone  and  share  his  or 
her  thoughts. 

Some  of  the  needs  identified 
were  unity  of  purpose,  a  more  effec- 
tive ministry  to  youth,  repentance 
from  sin,  a  commitment  to  do 
whatever  God  calls  us  to  do,  more 
time  in  prayer,  acting  on  our 
prayers,  encouraging  one  another, 
involvement  of  laymen,  encourag- 
ing our  leadership,  putting  God's 
word  into  action,  being  salt  that 
creates  a  thirst  in  others  for  Christ, 
commitment  to  evangelism,  great- 
er accountability,  and  a  very 
specific  need  —  a  VCR  with  which 
to  record  sessions  like  this  one  in 
order  to  make  them  available  to 
local  churches. 

Since  not  everyone  could  speak 
publicly,  Dr.  Munson  asked  (or- 
dered!) all  in  attendance  to  write 
their  answers  to  the  three  ques- 
tions on  the  questionnaires  pro- 
vided, and  to  turn  these  in  before 
leaving  the  Conference.  (A  report 
of  the  responses  on  these  question- 
naires will  be  included  in  the  Oc- 
tober Evangelist.) 

Dr.  Munson  then  brought  the 
Forum  to  a  close  by  asking  those 
present  to  form  groups  of  five  or 
six,  to  join  arms,  and  to  pray  to- 
gether. He  guided  them  in  praying 
for  one  another  and  the  churches 
they  represented,  for  The  Brethren 
Church,  for  themselves,  for  things 
they  needed  to  repent  of,  and  that 
God  would  unseal  the  lips  of  His 
people  in  The  Brethren  Church. 
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THE  W.M.S.  CENTEB 


Thursday  was  a  special  occasion  at  General  Conference,  for  on  thatf 
day  Brethren  celebrated  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Woman's  Mission-S 
ary  Society  of  The  Brethren  Church.  The  main  events  of  the  celebration1 


At  the  Birthday  Luncheon,  beauti- 
fully decorated  tables  with  dark  blue 
tablecloths  complemented  by  light 
blue  napkins  featured  solid  walnut 
crosses  surrounded  by  wreaths  as 
centerpieces,  and  smaller  walnut 
crosses  as  individual  favors.  Both 
the    centerpieces    and   favors    were 


made  by  the  College  Corner  Society.  On  each  table  was  a  birthday  cake  baked  by  Park 
Street  member  Beverly  Summy. 

Special  guests  at  the  luncheon  were  all  living  past-presidents  of  W.M.S.  —  (from  I.  to 
r.)  Mrs.  Edith  Rodkey  (1952-76),  Mrs.  Pauline  Winfteld  (1967-76),  Mrs.  Pauline  Benshoff 
(1977-83),  Mrs.  Jessie  Solomon  (1976-77)  —  seen  here  with  the  current  president,  Mrs. 
Donna  Stoffer  (1983-).  Each  president  received  a  yellow  daisy  corsage  trimmed  in  blue  as 
a  gift  from  the  society. 


The 
Brethri 
Helen 
Mrs.  J 
which  I 
Roanol 
offerin 


The  Thursday  evening  W.M.S.  100th  Anniversary  Inspiration  Service  was  held  in  the 
recently  remodeled  Ashland  College  Memorial  Chapel  (above).  The  location  was  signifi- 
cant, for  the  chapel  was  built  with  money  raised  primarily  by  the  W.M.S.  through  annual 
projects.  During  the  service  President  Donna  Stoffer  (photo  at  r.)  presented  the  W.M.S. 
project  check  for  $8,426.94  to  ATS  Vice-President  Dr.  Fred  Finks  for  the  seminary  library 
addition.  She  also  announced  that  a  W.M.S.  Centennial  Quilt  (2nd  r.)  made  by  the  quilters 
of  the  Berlin  Brethren  Church  was  being  given  to  the  seminary  to  be  placed  in  its  new  ar- 
chives room.  Two  other  quilts  —  including  the  Conference  W.M.S.  Centennial  Quilt  (far  r.) 
which  the  women  (and  a  few  men)  spent  many  hours  during  Conference  week  quilting  — 
and  two  wall  hangings  were  auctioned  off  at  the  close  of  the  W.M.S.  service  by  Park  Street 
member  Tom  McConahay  (at  I.  in  photo),  with  the  money  going  to  World  Relief. 


Special  music  for  the  evening  service  was 
presented  by  the  W.M.S.  choir,  led  by  Mrs. 
Charlene  Rowser.  Choir  members  (W.M.S. 
women  attending  Conference)  wore  corsages 
provided  by  the  Laymen's  Organization,  as 
the  men's  gift  to  the  W.M.S. 
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HAL  CELEBRATION 


ere  the  Fellowship  and  Birthday  Luncheon  at  midday  and  the  W.M.S. 
10th  Anniversary  Inspiration  Service  in  the  evening.  Pictured  on  these 
to  pages  are  some  of  the  highlights  of  those  two  events. 


M.S.  societies  of  the  Sarasota  First 
:h  led  the  Project  Ingathering.  As  Mrs. 
hay  called  the  names  of  the  societies, 
Solomon  (r.)  held  an  open  book  onto 
ieties  (Mrs.  Sharon  Williams  of  the 
S.  in  this  picture)  placed  their  project 
d  of  $8,426.94  was  received  —  to  go  to- 


ward construction   of  an   addition   to   the  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  library. 

W.M.S.  Historian  Mrs.  Julie  Flora  (at  lectern),  co- 
author with  her  husband,  Jerry,  of  the  W.M.S.  centen- 
nial book,  Faith  and  Fortitude:  Lives  of  W.M.S.  Presi- 
dents, introduced  the  speaker  —  Dr.  Ruth  Tucker 
(seated). 


Dr.  Tucker,  a  teacher  and  mis- 
sions author,  presented  messages  at 
both  the  luncheon  and  the  evening 
service  about  women  and  their 
struggles  to  be  involved  in  missions. 
More  information  about  Dr.  Tucker 
and  her  messages  is  presented  on 
pages  10  and  11. 


Following  Dr.  Tucker's  evening  mes- 
sage, the  Missionary  Board  made  two 
special  presentations  —  a  framed  cer- 
tificate to  the  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety in  appreciation  for  100  years  of 
service  to  missions,  and  a  plaque  to 
Miss  Margaret  Lowery  (photo  at  r., 
Margaret  in  center,  with  Missionary 
Board  Executive  Director  James  Black 
[I.]  and  Board  President  Arden  Gilmer 
[r.])  in  appreciation  for  her  many  years 
as  a  Home  Mission  worker  serving  the 
people  of  Kentucky. 


WomemMeMH  to  Servc 
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General  Conference  Report:  Auxiliaries 

The  National  Laymen's  Organization: 
Reviewing  Its  Mission  and  Purposes 


The  National  Laymen's  Organiza- 
tion sessions  at  General  Conference 
initiated  what  is  intended  to  be  an 
ongoing  review  and  revision  of  the 
mission  and  purposes  of  the  organi- 
zation. Helping  the  men  in  their  self- 
evaluation  were  three  Brethren  eld- 
ers —  Dr.  Richard  Allison,  Dr.  Fred 
Finks,  and  Dr.  Dale  Stoffer. 

Dr.  Allison  led  the  men  in  a  work 
session  during  the  Tuesday  after- 
noon meeting  on  "The  Laymen  — 
a  Biblical/Historical  Perspective." 
Using  numerous  scriptural  refer- 
ences in  his  presentation,  he  noted 
that  the  Apostles  were  not  of  the 
"priestly  class,"  but  ordinary,  unedu- 
cated men.  Their  authority  came 
from  being  with  Jesus  and  being 
commissioned  by  Him. 

He  also  explained  that  organiza- 
tion and  structure  in  the  church  are 
for  the  sake  of  immature  believers. 
The  biblical  model  assumes  that  as 
the  church  matures,  the  individuals 
who  comprise  it  will  require  less 
structure.  All  Christians  start  out  as 
spiritual  infants  in  need  of  guidance, 
but  every  Christian  needs  to  mature, 
becoming  a  spiritual  disciple,  a  mul- 
tiplying leader,  and  ultimately,  a  co- 


W.M.S.  Business  Sessions 
In  Brief 

(See  pages  10-13) 

Attendance:  132  delegates,  15  officers,  40 

guests,  187  total. 

Thank  Offering:  $7,497.48. 

W.M.S.  Scholarship  Recipient: 

Jean  Moe,  Sarasota,  Fla. 

Project:  A  two-year  project  to  support 

church  planting  in  Mexico  and  the 

United  States. 

Officers 

Elected  officers  (*  denotes  new  this  year) 
President  Donna  Stoffer 

Vice-President  Helen  Dickson 

Treasurer  Dorothy  Carpenter 

Financial  Secretary        Joanne  Kroft* 

Appointed  officers  (*  denotes  new  this 

year) 
General  Secretary  Trudy  Kerner 
Assistant  Secretary  Tracy  Howard* 
Assistant  Treasurer  JoAnn  Seaman 
Literature  Secretary  Alberta  Holsinger* 
Outlook  Newsletter  Editor  Joan  Ronk* 
Outlook  Subscription  Sec.  Bonnie  Summy 
Historian  Julie  Flora 

Sewing  Chairman     Carol  Mellinger 


laborer  needing  only  encouragement. 

During  the  Wednesday  session,  Dr. 
Finks  dealt  with  the  topic,  "The 
Laymen:  A  20th  Century  Perspec- 
tive." Since  we  are  nearing  the  end 
of  the  20th  century,  Dr.  Finks 
suggested  that  we  need  to  focus  our 
vision  into  the  21st  century.  In  an- 
swer to  the  question,  "What  is  the 
role  of  the  laymen?"  he  stated  that  it 
is  simply  to  achieve  a  partnership 
with  the  clergy  in  ministry.  He 
explained  that  this  partnership  in 
ministry  concept  recognizes  that 
while  the  pastor  is  set  apart  to  serve 
on  a  full-time  basis,  the  laity  is  also 
set  apart  to  serve,  but  while  perform- 
ing other  tasks. 

Dr.  Finks  stated  that  both  pastor 
and  laity  must  strive  to  overcome  ob- 
stacles that  impede  their  partner- 
ship. He  said  that  building  a 
partnership  in  ministry  requires 
seven  basic  commitments:  (Da  com- 
mitment to  strong  and  meaningful 
worship;  (2)  a  commitment  to  disci- 
pleship  —  developing  a  few,  then 
more,  to  assist  in  ministry;  (3)  a  com- 
mitment to  loving  people,  to  develop- 
ing a  people-oriented  (rather  than  a 
task-oriented)  philosophy;  (4)  a  com- 


mitment to  growth;  (5)  a  commit- 
ment to  outreach/evangelism;  (6)  a 
commitment  to  flexibility,  to  accept 
change;  and  (7)  a  commitment  to  sac- 
rifice of  both  time  and  resources. 

During  the  Thursday  session,  Drs. 
Allison,  Finks,  and  Stoffer  comprised 
the  panel  for  a  panel  discussion  on 
"The  Role  of  the  Laymen."  The  basic 
points  that  emerged  from  this  discus- 
sion were:  (1)  Laymen  corporately 
need  to  pursue  the  development  of  a 
clearly  defined  mission.  (2)  Corpo- 
rate efforts  should  be  directed  at 
facilitating  the  effective  ministry  of 
individual  laymen.  (3)  Goals  and 
projects  should  be  critically 
evaluated,  with  only  those  that  are 
demonstrably  relevant  to  the  mission 
of  the  organization  being  pursued. 

In  addition  to  their  discussions  of 
the  mission  and  purposes  of  the 
Laymen's  Organization,  the  men 
elected  officers,  approved  1987-88 
goals  and  the  1988  project,  and  took 
care  of  other  NLO  business.  Presi- 
dent Steve  Williams  led  the  sessions. 
Officers  elected  for  1987-88  are 
Dewayne  Lusch,  president-elect;  Bob 
Crowe,  secretary;  Floyd  Benshoff,  as- 
sistant secretary;  Virgil  Barnhart, 
treasurer;  and  Gene  Robbins,  assis- 
tant treasurer.  Gene  Geaslen,  last 
year's  president-elect,  is  the  1987-88 
president. 


National  Ministerial  Association:  A  Look 
At  Ordination  and  at  Ethical  Guidelines 


Discussion  of  two  papers  —  the 
"Report  of  the  1986  Ordination  Study 
Committee"  and  a  paper  on  "Ethics 
for  the  Church  and  the  Pastor"  — 
were  the  major  items  of  business  in 
the  Tuesday  afternoon  meeting  of 
the  National  Ministerial  Association. 

Following  consideration  of  the 
paper  on  ordination,  which  looks  at 
the  theology  and  practice  of  ordina- 
tion and  presents  a  model  for  Breth- 
ren ministry,  the  members  of  the 
Ministerial  Association  voted  to 
adopt  and  implement  the  report.  A 
three-member  committee  is  to  revise 
the  present  ministerial  procedures  to 
include  changes  recommended  in  the 
report.  (The  text  of  this  report  will  be 
printed  in  a  coming  issue  of  the 
Evangelist.) 

After  a  period  of  questions  and  an- 
swers, the  paper  on  "Ethics  for  the 
Church  and  the  Pastor"  also  met 
with  approval  by  the  ministers,  who 
voted  to  recommend  it  to  General 


Conference  for  adoption.  (This  paper 
appears  on  pages  17-18  of  this  issue.) 

Other  events  during  the  Tuesday 
session  included  greetings  from  the 
Argentina  Brethren  Church  presi- 
dent, Rev.  Victor  Alesandroni,  and 
from  the  new  Director  of  Pastoral 
Ministries,  Rev.  David  Cooksey.  The 
session  closed  with  a  time  of  prayer 
for  missionary  candidates  Tim  Sol- 
omon and  David  Kerner. 

The  pastors  spent  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon playing  volleyball  and 
Softball  with  the  youth,  but  were  in 
session  again  on  Thursday.  Brief  tes- 
timonials were  presented  for  de- 
parted elders  Tom  Kidder  and  Elmer 
Keck;  elections  resulted  in  the  re- 
turn to  office  of  president  Robert  Dil- 
lard,  secretary-treasurer  Gerald 
Barr,  and  assistant  secretary-trea- 
surer James  Miller;  and  the  1988 
Pastors'  Conference  was  announced 
for  April  12-14,  1988,  at  the  Christian 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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Board  of  Christian  Education  Luncheon: 
Quality  Christian  Ed.  Is  Hard  Work 


Conference  attenders  of  varying 
ages  gathered  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
for  a  luncheon  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education. 

Charles  Beekley,  the  director  of 
Christian  education,  gave  a  brief 
report  on  the  summer  activities  of 
the  23  Summer  Crusaders,  intro- 
duced a  new  curriculum  source,  and 
offered  the  help  of  board,  staff,  and 
resource  people  who  are  available  to 
come  to  churches  to  instruct  teachers 
and  lead  seminars  for  children, 
youth,  and  adults. 


Appreciation  was  expressed  to 
present  board  members,  and  special 
recognition  was  given  to  Rev.  Ken- 
neth Sullivan,  who  is  retiring  from 
the  board  after  eight  years  of  service, 
four  of  them  as  president.  The  Sum- 
mer Crusader  music  team  "Ran- 
somed" offered  three  musical  selec- 
tions. 

The  speaker  for  the  luncheon  was 
Dr.  Mary  Ellen  Drushal,  associate 
professor  of  Christian  education  and 
director  of  curriculum  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary. 


World  Relief  Board  Luncheon:  New  WRC 
Program,  New  African  Resource  Booklet 


Following  a  luncheon  of  yassa  (an 
African  chicken  and  rice  dish)  and 
bread,  attendants  at  the  Wednesday 
World  Relief  Luncheon  heard  Tom 
Johnston,  midwest  representative 
from  World  Relief  Corporation,  tell 
of  one  of  WRC's  newest  programs  — 
centers  to  assist  in  the  documenta- 
tion of  illegal  aliens.  By  recent 
action  of  Congress,  aliens  who  en- 
tered the  U.S.  illegally  before  Janu- 
ary 1982  can  become  legal  and  even- 
tually apply  for  citizenship.  In  addi- 
tion to  helping  aliens  get  proper 
documentation,  WRC  gives  Spanish 


New  Testaments  to  Hispanics  who 
pass  through  its  centers. 

In  introducing  the  African  Re- 
source Booklet,  a  new  educational 
tool  from  the  World  Relief  Board, 
board  member  Erica  Weidenhamer 
asked  luncheon  guests  to  picture  in 
their  minds  starving  African  chil- 
dren, parents,  and  families.  She  then 
asked  them  to  put  on  these  children 
and  families  the  faces  of  their  own 
children,  grandchildren,  and  family 
members.  The  point  of  the  African 
Resource  Booklet,  she  said,  is  to 
help  us  love  African  families  the  way 


Missionary  Board  Luncheon:  Speaker 
Ron  Williams  Asks,  "Are  You  a  Dry  Bone?" 


Rev.  Bill  Kerner,  supervisor  of 
Brethren  Home  Missions,  emceed  the 
Missionary  Board  Luncheon  on  Fri- 
day, the  concluding  event  of  the  1987 
General  Conference. 

The  luncheon  program  included 
recognition  of  past  and  present  mis- 
sionary workers,  a  flute  selection  by 
missionary  candidate  Jan  Solomon, 

Ministerial  Association  (cont.) 
Armory  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  remainder  of  the  session  was 
spent  in  small-group  discussion  of 
ways  to  implement  suggestions  to 
the  Ministerial  Association  which 
came  from  the  Forum  on  the  Future 
of  The  Brethren  Church  held  in  Co- 
lumbus. The  session  concluded  with 
a  time  of  sharing  prayer  concerns 
and  in  praying  for  those  concerns 
and  for  one  another. 


and  a  message  by  Rev.  Ron  Wil- 
liams. Rev.  Williams  is  pastor  of 
Brethren  Fellowship  of  the  Savior,  a 
Brethren  Home  Mission  congrega- 
tion in  Cleveland  Heights,  Ohio, 
which  is  the  largest  congregation  in 
The  Brethren  Church. 

"Are  you  a  dry  bone?"  Pastor  Wil- 
liams asked,  as  he  began  his  mes- 
sage. God,  he  said,  is  driving  up  and 
down  the  highways  of  our  world 
looking  for  dry  bones.  Many  Chris- 
tians are  dry  bones  because  of 
problems  or  sin  in  their  lives.  But 
God  can  make  these  dry  bones  live. 

Using  Ezekiel  37:1-10  as  his  text, 
he  then  declared  that  prophesying  — 
preaching  the  unadulterated  Word  of 
God  —  is  God's  means  of  restoring 
dry  bones.  When  that  Word  is 
coupled  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  then 
dry  bones  live. 


General  Conference  Report 

"Quality  Christian  education  is 
plain  hard  work,"  said  Dr.  Drushal. 
One  needs  (a)  vision  for  the  task,  (b) 
determination  to  pursue  excellence, 
(c)  commitment,  both  horizontal 
through  relationships  to  others  and 
vertical  to  God's  calling,  and  (d)  en- 
couragement. Only  when  we  under- 
stand and  accept  ourselves,  with  our 
strengths  and  weaknesses,  can  we  be 
free  to  encourage  others. 

Dr.  Drushal's  challenge  for  us  was 
to  begin  in  our  local  congregations  to 
look  for  the  positive  —  to  motivate 
others  to  dream  and  plan  together  to 
create  a  vision  for  Christian  educa- 
tion. We've  come  full  circle  —  models 
help  create  vision  and  vision  is  real- 
ity foreseen,  she  said.  Stay  commit- 
ted to  the  task,  and  encourage 
others. 

—  Morven  Baker 

we  love  our  own. 

The  luncheon  program  concluded 
with  the  WRC  film  Crossfire,  about 
suffering  people  in  Central  America 
caught  in  the  crossfire  from  opposing 
political  groups,  and  the  efforts 
World  Relief  is  making  to  help  such 
people  find  a  better  life. 


THOUTn 
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Rev.  Victor  Alesandroni  (I.), 
president  of  The  Brethren  Church  in 
Argentina,  who  visited  this  Conference 
with  his  wife,  Mabel,  gave  Brethren  a 
mission-field  kind  of  experience  when 
he  spoke  during  the  Friday  morning  in- 
spiration service.  He  spoke  in  Spanish 
and  his  message  was  translated  into 
English  by  missionary  candidate  Tim 
Solomon  (r.) 

Using  the  call  of  Abraham  in  Genesis 
12  as  his  text,  Rev.  Alesandroni  chal- 
lenged Brethren  in  America  to  hear  and 
obey  the  call  of  God.  He  stated,  "I  be- 
lieve that  The  Brethren  Church  will 
find  a  page  in  the  history  of  missions, 
and  I  want  to  be  a  part  of  that." 
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BYC  Convention 


Catching  the  Spirit 


Catch  the  Spirit!  That  was  the 
theme  of  the  1987  BYC  Conven- 
tion. This  Convention  proved  to  be 
another  activity-packed  week, 
which  left  many  Brethren  youth 
not  only  catching  the  spirit,  but 
also  catching  their  breath. 

The  week  began  with  the  BYC 
Kickoff  —  a  time  of  singing  and 
crowd-breakers.  Ray  Hesketh  led 
the  group  in  some  songs  and  audi- 
ence-participation activities.  After- 
wards, Moderator  Mike  Evans  led 
Convention  attenders  in  the  an- 
nual Youth  March,  in  which  the 
young  people,  as  a  group,  entered 
the  evening  service  to  join  the 
adults.  The  evening  was  capped 
off  with  a  rollerskating  party  at 
the  Ashland  fairgrounds. 

Each  morning  a  short  chapel 
service  got  the  day  off  on  the  right 
foot.  This  year's  guest  speaker, 
Keith  Hensley,  used  the  Conven- 
tion theme  scripture,  Psalm  51:10- 
12,  to  challenge  the  youth  to  not 
only  catch  the  spirit,  but  once  hav- 
ing caught  it,  to  share  it  with 
someone. 

Workshops  this  year  were  de- 
signed to  inspire  the  youth  to  catch 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  their  lives  and 
also  to  enable  them  to  catch  and 
better  understand  the  spirit  of 
Brethren  Home  Missions.  Work- 
shops led  by  Roger  Stogsdill  and 
Mike  Gleason  dealt  with  personal 
devotions,  covering  both  personal 
Bible  study  and  prayer  life.  The 
workshops  on  Home  Missions  were 
led  by  Dale  Stoffer,  Cheryl  Black, 
Tom  Grumbling,  and  Bob  Payne, 
and  focused  on  church  planting  and 
tentmaking.  In  all  the  workshops, 
the  youth  were  given  not  just  infor- 
mation, but  also  the  opportunity  to 
dialogue  with  their  respective 
workshop  leaders. 

As  something  new  this  year,  the 
BYC  Convention,  in  conjunction 
with  the  National  Ministerial  As- 
sociation, sponsored  an  afternoon 
of  recreation,  which  allowed  Breth- 
ren pastors  and  Brethren  youth  to 


By  Mitch  Funkhouser,  National  Brethren  Youth  Director 

ment.  Wait  till  next  year,  guys! 

Evening  activities  this  year  in- 
cluded the  BYC  Showcase,  which 
featured  youth  from  around  the  de- 
nomination sharing  in  song,  music, 
and  assorted  dramatic  skits.  The 
Showcase  proved,  once  again,  to  be 
an  evening  of  fine  entertainment. 
If  you  missed  it  this  year,  we  have 
a  seat  reserved  for  you  in  1988.  For 
more  information,  call  Spencer 
Gentle  at  419-289-2026. 

BYC  Communion,  always  the 
spiritual  highlight  of  the  week, 
was  no  exception  this  year.  Led  by 
Mark  Baker,  with  some  assistance 
from  Dave  Kerner,  the  youth  ob- 
served the  Threefold  Holy  Com- 
munion and  a  time  of  testimony 
and  sharing. 

On  the  final  night  of  the  Conven- 
tion, the  youth  enjoyed  an  exciting 
concert  by  the  Christian  band, 
Twenty  Twenty.  The  youth  experi- 
enced a  high  quality  music  show  as 
well  as  a  time  of  praise,  and  they 
were  challenged  by  the  band  to  live 
each  day  of  their  lives  for  the  glory 
of  God. 

During  the  week's  business  ses- 
sions the  youth  discussed  various 
BYC  Council  policies,  selected  a 
project  for  the  coming  year,  and 
elected  officers.  Next  year's  in- 
gathering money  will  go  toward 
the  building  of  "prayer  houses"  in 
India  in  an  attempt  to  assist  Breth- 
ren missionaries  there. 

At  this  year's  ingathering,  the 
youth  brought  in  $7,000,  a  portion 
of  which  will  go  toward  this  year's 
project  —  funds  to  help  the  Carmel, 
Ind.,  Brethren  Home  Mission 
Church  increase  its  visibility  in  the 
community. 

The  Moderator's  Cup,  a  traveling 
trophy  to  encourage  friendly  com- 
petition among  youth  groups  and 
greater  involvement  within  local 
groups,  was  awarded  for  the  second 
year  to  the  Sarasota,  Fla.,  BYC. 
Runner-up  was  the  Gratis,  Ohio, 
BYC,  with  the  New  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
BYC  coming  in  third. 


Photo  by  Mitch. 

National  BYC  officers  for  1987-88 
are  (front)  Moderator  David  Webb  from 
South  Bend,  Ind.;  (mid.  row.  I.  to  r.) 
Secretary  Becky  Williams  from  Roanoke, 
Ind.;  Statistician  Glenn  Black  from 
Ashland,  Ohio;  Treasurer  Jenny  Wil- 
liams from  Roanoke,  Ind.;  (back  row,  I. 
to  r.)  Assistant  Secretary  Jean  Moe 
from  Sarasota,  Fla.;  and  Vice-Modera- 
tor Vanda  Funkhouser  from  Sarasota,  Fla. 

engage  in  some  friendly  games  of 
softball  and  volleyball.  The  event, 
well-attended  and  enjoyed  by  both 
sides,  will  in  all  probability  become 
an  annual  occurrence.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent chance  for  pastors  and 
youth  to  rub  elbows  in  a  setting 
other  than  Sunday  church  services. 
In  case  you're  wondering  how  the 
teams  fared,  the  youth  soundly  de- 
feated the  pastors  in  volleyball. 
But  unfortunately,  there  are  a  few 
pastors  who  can  play  softball,  and 
the  youth  tasted  defeat  on  the  ball 
diamond.  It  should  be  noted,  how- 
ever, that  the  pitcher  for  the  pas- 
tors, Brian  "Pastor  K"  Moore,  was 
seen  at  the  hardware  store  before 
the  game  buying  a  pack  of  medium 
grain  sandpaper.  Moore  has  been 
accused  of  throwing  a  scuffed  ball 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  Com- 
missioner Bob  "Call  Me  Bob"  Dil- 
lard,  could  not  be  reached  for  com- 
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Ethical  Guidelines 
For  Churches  and  Pastors 


The  following  ethical  guidelines  were  presented  to  the 
1986  General  Conference,  referred  to  the  National 
Ministerial  Association  for  discussion  and  revision,  then 
brought  back  to  the  1987  Conference,  at  which  they  were 
adopted. 

These  ethical  statements  are  not  intended  as  rigid 
rules,  but  as  guidelines  for  churches  and  pastors.  They 
are  based  on  scriptural  principles,  on  the  experience  and 
wisdom  of  pastors  and  church  leaders,  and  are  in  many 
cases  an  application  of  the  Golden  Rule  to  pastor-church 
relationships. 


You  will  note  that  the  guidelines  for  the  church  and 
those  for  the  pastor  are  printed  in  parallel  columns.  This 
is  because,  in  many  cases,  the  statements  parallel  and 
complement  one  another.  It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that 
you  read  the  first  guideline  for  the  church,  then  the  first 
guideline  for  the  pastor,  and  so  on. 

Since  these  guidelines  should  be  in  constant  use  in  the 
church,  you  may  want  to  remove  this  page  and  keep  it  for 
future  reference.  Official  board  members,  deacons  and 
deaconesses,  and  other  church  leaders  are  particularly 
urged  to  save  these  guidelines. 


FOR  THE  CHURCH: 

1.  The  church  should  demonstrate  in  the  lives  of  her 
members  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  of  all  life. 

2.  The  church  should  promote  all  the  programs  and 
goals  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

3.  The  office  of  Elder  is  a  holy  calling  and  should  be 
respected  and  esteemed. 

4.  The  church  should  desire  and  help  the  pastor  to 
grow  in  ability  to  serve  Christ  and  His  church,  and 
should  encourage  and  make  possible  continuing  educa- 
tional opportunities  for  the  pastor. 

5.  The  church  should  develop  a  clearly  stated  con- 
tractual agreement  with  the  pastor  and  abide  by  it. 

6.  The  church  should  recognize  that  the  pastor  is 
entitled  to  an  adequate  salary  and  should  take  the  in- 
itiative in  providing  it. 

7.  The  church  should  provide  an  adequate  and  well- 
kept  parsonage  for  the  pastoral  family,  or  an  adequate 
housing  allowance. 

8.  The  employment  agreement  should  apply  only  to 
the  pastor,  not  to  the  pastor's  family.  The  pastor's  fam- 
ily should  assume  the  role  that  is  expected  of  any  other 
family  in  the  congregation. 

9.  The  church  should  recognize  the  value  of  long 
pastorates  and  should  encourage  the  kind  of  relation- 
ship which  makes  this  possible. 

10.  The  church  should  extend  a  pastoral  call  only 
after  contacting  the  Pastoral  Ministries  Office  and 
making  a  careful  investigation  of  the  candidate. 

11.  The  church  should  negotiate  with  only  one  pastor 
at  a  time. 

12.  The  church  should  develop  a  budget  which 
promptly  meets  all  her  obligations,  including  those  to 
the  pastor. 

13.  The  church  should  expect  the  pastor  to  minister 
to  the  entire  congregation. 

14.  The  church  should  realize  that  hostile  or  un- 
friendly criticism  of  the  pastor  is  unchristian,  and 
should  take  steps  to  eliminate  such  criticism. 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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FOR  THE  PASTOR: 

1.  The  pastor  should  live  in  a  manner  that  testifies 
to  the  message  proclaimed  and  exalts  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

2.  The  pastor  should  promote  all  the  programs  and 
goals  of  The  Brethren  Church. 

3.  The  pastor  should  maintain  proper  dignity  in  all 
relationships  within  the  church  and  in  the  community. 

4.  The  pastor  should  grow  in  Christlikeness,  and 
should  be  involved  in  continuing  educational  oppor- 
tunities to  increase  his  effectiveness  in  ministry. 

5.  The  pastor  should  abide  by  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  with  the  church. 

6.  The  pastor  should  never  measure  service  by  fi- 
nancial considerations. 

7.  The  pastor  should  care  for  the  parsonage  as 
though  it  were  personal  property. 

8.  The  pastor  should  not  allow  outside  interests  to 
deprive  the  church  of  efficient  service. 


9.  The  pastor  should  recognize  the  value  of  long- 
term  pastorates  and  should  build  the  kind  of  relation- 
ships that  make  this  desirable. 

10.  The    pastor    should    not    consider    a    call    from 
another  church  whose  pastor  has  not  resigned. 

11.  The  pastor  should  not  bargain  between  churches 
or  negotiate  with  more  than  one  church  at  a  time. 

12.  The  pastor  should  give  serious  attention  to  keep- 
ing physically  and  emotionally  fit. 

13.  The  pastor  should  minister  to  the  entire  congre- 
gation. 

14.  The    pastor    should    be    frank,    courteous,    and 
cooperative  with  other  pastors. 


(continued  on  next  page) 
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Guidelines  for  Churches  and  Pastors  (continued  from  previous  page) 


FOR  THE  CHURCH: 

15.  The  church  should  only  lend  money  to  the  pastor 
by  written  agreement. 

16.  The  church  should  provide  sufficient  mainte- 
nance help  so  that  those  tasks  do  not  become  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  pastor. 

17.  The  church  should  avoid  criticism  of  a  former 
pastor  and  the  comparing  of  former  pastors  with  the 
current  pastor. 

18.  The  church  should  encourage  her  members  to  in- 
volve the  new  pastor  in  all  functions  (e.g.,  funerals, 
weddings,  etc.)  related  to  the  pastoral  office  as  soon  as 
that  role  in  the  congregation  is  assumed. 

19.  The  church,  through  her  officially  designated 
representatives,  should  have  a  wholesome  relationship 
with  the  district  organization  charged  with  pastoral- 
congregational  relationships  and  should  feel  free  to  con- 
tact them  if  needed. 

20.  The  church  should  understand  the  pastor's  need 
for  periods  of  recreation,  vacation,  and  rest. 


FOR  THE  PASTOR: 

15.  The  pastor  should  manage  personal  financial  af- 
fairs with  dignity  and  honor. 

16.  The  pastor  should  not  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
another  congregation. 

17.  The  pastor  should  guard  all  confidential  informa- 
tion very  carefully. 

18.  The  pastor  should  recognize  the  sanctity  of  the 
pulpit. 

19.  The  pastor  should,  when  leaving  a  pastorate,  en- 
courage total  support  of  the  new  pastor  by  all  of  the 
congregation. 

20.  A  pastor  should  not  return  to  a  former  congrega- 
tion to  visit  members  or  perform  services,  either  wed- 
dings or  funerals,  without  first  contacting  the  current 
pastor. 

21.  A  pastor  should  have  a  wholesome  relationship 
with  the  district  organization  charged  with  pastoral- 
congregational  relationships  and  should  feel  free  to  con- 
tact them  if  needed. 
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General  Conference  was  an  opportunity  for  The  Brethren  Church  to 
express  formally  its  appreciation  to  Rev.  William  Kerner  (r.)  for  his 
6V2  years  as  Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries,  following  his  retire- 
ment earlier  this  year.  During  the  Tuesday  business  session  Mod- 
erator Warren  Garner  presented  Rev.  Kerner  a  love  offering  from 
many  grateful  Brethren,  and  Conference  delegates  gave  Brother 
Kerner  a  standing  ovation.  Then  during  the  Friday  business  ses- 
sion, Rev.  Doc  Shank  (I.)  presented  Brother  Kerner  a  plaque  as  an 
expression  of  gratitude  from  the  pastors  of  the  Southeastern 
District. 


Photographs  Needed 

The  First  Brethren  Church  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.,  is  preparing  a  booklet  for  its  centennial 
celebration  next  year  and  wants  to  include 
pictures  of  all  former  pastors.  Still  needed  are 
pictures  of  nine  of  the  22  men  who  have 
served  the  congregation  as  senior  pastor.  If 
you  have  pictures  of  any  of  these  men,  the 
Nappanee  Church  would  like  to  borrow  them. 
Good  care  will  be  taken  of  the  photographs, 
and  all  pictures  will  be  returned. 

Pastors  whose  photographs  are  needed  are: 


Pastor 

Years  of  service 

Rev.  A.S.  Menaugh 

1897 

Rev.  L.A.  Hazlett 

1897-1899 

Rev.  C.E.  Weidner 

1906-1908 

Rev.  L.O.  Hubbard 

1908 

Rev.  H.M.  Oberholtzer 

1908-1909 

Rev.  R.R.  Teeter 

1909-1913 

Rev.  C.H.  Ashman 

1913-1917 

Rev.  N.W.  Jennings 

1917 

Rev.  C.E.  Kolb 

1918 

Please  send  photographs  to  Dorothy  Arch, 
652  E.  Marion,  Nappanee,  In  46550. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


IF  OQK  C UOtfCU  WWTS  TO  OxtfOW,  THE  TIME 
UAS  COMETO  GET  TO  WORK    WEVE  GOT 
TO  SET  SOME  GOALS,  ROLL 
OP  OOR  SLEEVES,  COT  OCT 
TKE  DEAD  WOOD,   ABOLISH 
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Conference  Postscript 


By  Phil  Lersch,  Peace  Committee  Chair 


Alice  in  Blunderland 

THE  300  attenders  gave  a  stand- 
ing ovation  to  the  cast  of  Alice 
In  Blunderland  following  their  per- 
formance in  Memorial  Chapel  at 
9:00  p.m.  on  Wednesday  of  General 
Conference.  The  cast's  talents,  per- 
sonalities, sincerity,  and  genuine 
concern  for  the  future  of  our  world 
were  obviously  appreciated  by  the 
audience. 

You  will  recall  from  previous  pub- 
licity that  Alice  was  presented  by 
Legacy  —  an  interfaith,  non-politi- 
cal group  of  concerned  families  from 
the  Stow,  Ohio,  area.  It  is  a  musical 
allegory  designed  to  awaken  people 
to  the  dangers  of  nuclear  war  and 
radioactivity  and  to  inspire  them  to 
positive  action.  The  troupe  is  called 
"Legacy"  because  they  want  to  pre- 
serve a  future  for  the  world's  chil- 
dren. 

Of  the  eight  original  songs,  this 
one  expresses  the  spirit  and  message 
of  the  play  as  well  as  any.  Entitled 
"For  Them  To  Keep,"  it  is  speaking 
about  the  children  of  the  world: 

Leave  them  the  canyons, 

Leave  them  the  hills. 

Let  them  walk  forests  deep. 

Leave  them  the  grasses, 

Pure  and  free. 

Let's  leave  these  for  them  to  keep. 

Leave  them  the  oceans, 
Leave  them  the  lakes. 
Let  them  swim  rivers  wide. 
Let  them  taste  fish 
All  pure  and  clean, 
Without  any  taint  inside. 

Leave  them  the  tradewinds, 

Leave  them  the  skies. 

Let  them  breathe  air  all  clean. 

Let  them  have  babies 

Beautifully  formed. 

Let  them  see  what  we  have  seen. 

Leave  them  our  riches, 

Not  made  of  gold. 

Earth  still  a  place  to  be. 

Give  them  God's  wisdom 

As  they  grow  old 

To  make  sure  their  children  see. 
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The  Peace  Committee  thanks 
those  who  attended,  for  their  in- 
terest, and  those  who  donated,  for 
their  support. 

Peace  Resources 

Several  kinds  of  printed  materials 
were  available  from  the  Peace  Com- 
mittee on  its  display  table,  such  as 
the  following.  If  you  would  like  a 
copy  of  any  of  these  and  weren't  able 
to  attend  Conference  or  missed  get- 
ting one  there,  let  me  know  and  I'll 
be  pleased  to  send  what  you  request 
(6301  56th  Avenue,  N.,  St.  Peters- 
burg, FL  33709). 

Conversion  to  Peacemaking:  A 
Testimony  (by  Allen  Johnson).  This 
moving  first-person  account  relates 
how  Allen  began  one  evening  as  a 
college  student  by  harassing  par- 
ticipants in  a  quiet  peace  march  and 
ended  with  a  changed  heart  .  .  .  and 
life.  He  describes  his  feelings  and 
actions  as  that  change  took  place.  In 
the  "Reflection"  that  follows,  he  cred- 
its the  presence  and  clear  witness  of 
"The  Word"  for  those  changes  and 
issues  a  call  for  believers  to  witness 
and  love  redemptively  in  all  arenas 
of  the  world. 

Warning:  War  Cartoons  In- 
crease Childhood  Violence  and 
Behavioral  Problems  (by  National 
Coalition  on  Television  Violence). 
This  short  brochure  states  that  39 
research  studies  claim  war  cartoons 
and  war  toys  increase  childhood  vio- 
lence and  behavioral  problems.  And 
the  war  cartoons  are  increasing 
every  year,  because  the  toy  com- 
panies are  using  cartoons  to  help 
sell  their  various  lines  of  war  toys. 
The  statistics  given  are  alarming 
and  challenge  us  all  to  act,  with  11 
suggestions  for  possible  action  out- 
lined in  the  brochure. 

Worldwide,  Military  Priorities 
Leave  Social  Programs  in  the 
Dust  (by  Peter  Grier).  Mr.  Grier,  of 
the  Christian  Science  Monitor,  dem- 
onstrates statistically  how  out  of 
balance  the  world's  priorities  are  be- 
tween military  spending  and  many 


of  people's  basic  needs  for  survival, 
education,  and  health.  For  example, 
in  1986  all  nations  spent  about 
$30,000  per  soldier  for  military 
forces  and  only  $455  for  the  educa- 
tion of  each  school-age  child.  Be- 
cause the  needs  are  so  severe 
(around  the  world,  one  adult  in 
three  cannot  read  or  write;  in  de- 
veloping countries,  one  person  in 
five  is  undernourished),  changes  are 
needed.  But  there  is  hope:  In  1983 
the  island  nation  of  Malta  spent  $14 
million  on  its  military  and  $43  mil- 
lion on  its  citizens'  education.  And 
in  1986  the  United  Nations  stopped 
a  locust  plague  in  Africa  at  "half  the 
cost  of  an  hour's  world  military  out- 
lay, saving  enough  grain  to  feed  1.2 
million  people." 

The  Jesus  Journal  (by  Howard 
Goeringer,  editor).  This  series  of 
daily  devotions  about  living  nonvio- 
lently  is  available  for  just  a  donation 
for  postage  —  and  we'll  send  you  a 
sample  free.  Mr.  Goeringer,  and 
others,  provide  a  text,  commentary, 
and  prayer  in  each  14-day  booklet. 
It's  an  excellent  source  for  the  bibli- 
cal basis  of  this  man's  nonviolent 
lifestyle  and  teachings. 

The  Saga  of  SDI:  Ike  Was  Right 
(by  Norman  Cousins).  In  comment- 
ing on  the  Strategic  Defense  Initia- 
tive (Star  Wars),  noted  author 
Cousins  claims  that  it  should  come 
as  no  surprise  to  our  administration 
that  SDI  is  potentially  the  most  dev- 
astating offensive  weapon  in  the  en- 
tire arsenal  of  modern  warfare  and 
that  any  military  device  we  are  cap- 
able of  making  is  not  beyond  the 
military  capability  of  the  Russians. 
He  also  suggests  that  one  reason 
President  Reagan  didn't  take  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunity  offered  at  the 
Iceland  summit  to  bring  a  halt  to 
SDI  development  in  both  countries 
was  that,  as  former-President 
Eisenhower  contended,  "the  weap- 
ons merchants  have  a  strong  hold  on 
US  policy  ...  an  open  channel  to  the 
US  Treasury  and  they  have  no  in- 
tention of  letting  go."  [t] 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Peru  Brethren  Church  Dedicates 
Building  Following  Remodeling 


Peru,  Ind.  —  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Peru  held  a  dedication  serv- 
ice Sunday  afternoon,  May  3,  for  its 
remodeled  church  building. 

During  the  months  prior  to  the  dedi- 
cation, the  congregation  had  made  a 
number  of  improvements  to  the  build- 
ing, including  putting  on  a  new  gable 
roof,  purchasing  a  new  Wurlitzer 
organ,  repainting  interior  walls  and 
revarnishing  the  woodwork,  installing 
new  carpet  and  new  baptistry  drapes, 
and  placing  a  lighted  oak  cross  above 
the  baptistry.  New  hymnals  were  also 
purchased. 

Rev.  John  Turley,  a  former  pastor  of 
the  congregation,  preached  the  mes- 
sage for  the  dedication  service.  Rev. 
Dick  Austin,  another  former  pastor, 

Seven  Brethren  Attend 
School  of  Evangelism 

Mulvane,  Kans.  —  Four  men  and 
three  women  from  The  Brethren 
Church  joined  nearly  1,400  other 
ministers  and  lay  people  in  Denver, 
Colo.,  July  20-24  at  the  Billy  Graham 
School  of  Evangelism. 

Rev.  Emery  Hurd  of  Cheyenne, 
Wyo.;  Rev.  Russ  and  Sherri  Gordon  of 
Bradenton,  Fla.;  Rev.  Fred  and  Betty 
Snyder  of  Wabash,  Ind.;  and  Rev. 
Reilly  and  Cindy  Smith  of  Mulvane, 
Kans.,  spent  the  week  studying 
evangelism  and  discipleship. 

Among  the  topics  covered  by  the 
general  sessions  were  the  Primacy  of 
Preaching,  Prayer,  Seeing  the  Har- 
vest, Programming  to  Attract  People, 
and  Youth  Culture  in  the  '80's.  Work- 
shops dealt  with  building  programs, 
evangelistic  sermon  construction,  giv- 
ing the  invitation,  writing  as  an  ex- 
tension of  ministry,  music  and  evan- 
gelism, film  and  video  evangelism, 
youth  ministry,  discipleship  programs, 
public  relations,  media  in  evangelism, 
and  more. 

Each  evening  students  at  the  School 
of  Evangelism  also  attended  the  Billy 
Graham  Rocky  Mountain  Crusade, 
held  in  Denver  that  same  week.  Dur- 
ing the  crusade,  thousands  committed 
their  lives  to  Christ.  Brethren  in  at- 
tendance found  it  a  blessing  to  partici- 
pate in  both  the  school  and  the 
crusade. 

— reported  by  Rev.  Reilly  Smith 


gave  the  invocation  and  read  Scrip- 
ture. Rev.  George  Brown,  the  current 
associate  pastor,  led  the  affirmation  of 
dedication.  And  Amos  Combs,  the 
moderator  of  the  congregation,  pre- 
sented the  dedicatory  prayer. 


Special  musical  selections  were  pre- 
sented by  Jeff  Brown,  Susie  Stout,  and 
former  pastor  Fred  Brandon.  Waneta 
Finster  also  recited  a  poem  about  the 
remodeling,  which  she  had  written  for 
the  occasion. 

The  planning  committee  for  the  re- 
modeling was  Sharon  Puterbaugh, 
Sam  Tolley,  Sue  Brown,  June  Combs, 
and  Rosalyn  Roller. 

—  reported  by  Rev.  George  Brown 


A  view  of  the  redecorated  sanctuary,  with  (I.  to  r.)  Rev.  George  Brown,  Rev.  John 
Turley,  and  Rev.  Dick  Austin  on  the  platform  and  the  new  Wurlitzer  organ  in  the 

background.  Photo  by  June  Combs. 

Four  Indiana  Churches  Catch  Vision 
For  Importance  of  Church  Planting 


Carmel,  Ind.  —  Four  churches  of 
the  Indiana  District  have  caught  the 
vision  of  the  importance  of  church 
planting  and  are  doing  something 
specific  about  it. 

The  Burlington,  Warsaw,  Corinth, 
and  Loree  Brethren  Churches  have 
made  substantial  sums  of  money 
available  to  the  Home  Mission  Church 
at  Carmel,  Ind.,  in  the  form  of  low- 
interest  or  no-interest  loans  to  help 
the  congregation  finance  construction 
of  its  first  worship  unit. 

For  the  first  five  years  of  the  loans, 
the  Carmel  congregation  will  pay  in- 
terest only,  then  interest  and  principal 
for  another  five  years.  This  means 
that  the  young  congregation  will  pay  a 
much  lower  monthly  rate  than  if  it 
had  borrowed  money  from  a  bank. 
These  payments  will  be  much  easier  to 
handle  at  this  point  in  the  congrega- 
tion's history. 


Rev.  Jim  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Car- 
mel Church,  had  these  comments 
about  the  loans:  "When  I  was  serving 
on  the  Ohio  District  Mission  Board 
several  years  ago,  we  were  looking  for 
creative  ways  to  finance  the  high  cost 
of  church  planting.  At  that  time,  both 
the  New  Lebanon  and  Park  Street 
Churches  loaned  money  to  the  newly 
established  Smoky  Row  Brethren 
Church  in  Columbus  for  its  first  wor- 
ship unit.  That  idea  is  now  apparently 
gaining  more  wisespread  acceptance. 

"We  need  to  foster  this  and  other 
methods  of  financing  if  we  are  to  ful- 
fill our  responsiblity  to  the  Great 
Commission  as  a  denomination.  The 
Brethren  from  Warsaw,  Burlington, 
Corinth,  and  Loree  have  caught  that 
vision." 

Construction  at  Carmel  began  the 
last  week  of  July,  with  completion  ex- 
pected by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Congregation  Formally  Organized, 
Pastor  Ordained  in  Mexico  City 


Mexico  City,  Mex.  —  July  19  was  a 
significant  day  for  Brethren  Mission 
work  in  Mexico  City,  for  on  that  day  a 
Brethren  congregation  was  formally 
organized  and  the  pastor  of  that  con- 
gregation was  ordained  an  elder. 

The  Mexico  City  Brethren  congrega- 
tion, which  has  been  meeting  for  some 
time,  was  formally  organized  on  July 
19  with  the  signing  of  a  charter  by  the 
charter  members.  The  church  building 
was  also  officially  dedicated  on  this 
date. 

Following  the  organization  of  the 
congregation  and  the  dedication  of  the 
building,  an  ordination  service  was 
held  for  Rev.  Rogelio  Hererra,  the  pas- 
tor of  the  congregation. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rogelio  Hererra 

Pastor  Hererra,  a  graduate  of 
Evangelical  Bible  Institute  of  Mexico, 
began  his  service  in  The  Brethren 
Church  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  where  he 


Committee  Prepares  Guide 
To  Brethren  Sites  in  Pa. 

Waynesboro,  Pa.  —  The  Historical 
Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dis- 
trict has  prepared  a  guide  to  sights 
and  sites  located  within  the  district  of 
historical  interest  to  Brethren  people. 
It  was  the  thinking  of  the  commit- 
tee, formed  three  years  ago  by  the 
Pennsylvania  District  Conference, 
that  Brethren  traveling  in  Pennsyl- 
vania might  be  interested  in  visiting 
places  that  have  played  a  part  in  the 
history  of  our  church.  Many  Brethren 
are  not  even  aware  of  the  existence  of 
these  historical  sites,  some  of  which 
are  located  off  the  "beaten  path"  taken 
by  most  vacationers  as  they  pass 
through  the  Commonwealth. 


The  committee  attempted  to  list  the 
sites  in  geographical  order.  Names  of 
pastors  or  other  Brethren  in  each  area 
have  also  been  listed  so  that  visitors 
can  contact  them  to  get  more  informa- 
tion or  possibly  a  "guided  tour"  of  the 
site.  Although  the  list  is  somewhat 
limited  at  the  moment,  the  committee 
hopes  that  in  time  other  places  of  in- 
terest to  Brethren  can  be  added. 

Brethren  planning  a  visit  to  Penn- 
sylvania are  invited  to  contact  a  mem- 
ber of  the  historical  committee  and  re- 
quest a  copy  of  this  guide  for  travelers. 
Committee  members  are  Rev.  Robert 
Hoffman,  Rt.  1,  Box  55,  Berlin,  PA 
15530;  Rev.  William  Cole,  29  Jade- 
wood  Rd.,  Levittown,  PA  19056;  and 
Rev.  Henry  Bates,  124  Strickler  Ave., 
Waynesboro,  PA  17268. 

—  reported  by  Rev.  Henry  Bates 


Dr.  J.D.  Hamel  (I.), 
senior  pastor  for  271h 
years  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Sarasota, 
Fla.,  performed  his  955th 
baptism  in  that  church 
recently  when  he  im- 
mersed Chad  Teat 
(center)  of  Fayetteuille, 
Ga.  Especially  notewor- 
thy about  this  baptism  is 
that  Chad  is  the  grand- 
son of  Winston  Teat  (r), 
the  first  person  Pastor 
Hamel  baptized  into 
membership  of  the 
Sarasota  First  Brethren 
Church  —  back  in  1960. 
Chad's  father,  Ronnie 
(behind  Chad),  was  also 
baptized  by  Dr.  Hamel. 
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worked  with  Dr.  Juan  Carlos  Miranda 
in  the  Brethren  Hispanic  ministry. 
Then  in  1986  he  returned  to  Mexico  to 
be  married  and  to  assist  in  Brethren 
church  planting  in  Mexico  City.  He 
and  his  wife,  Maria,  are  expecting 
their  first  child  later  this  year. 

Participants  in  the  services  of  the 
day  were  Rev.  James  Black,  executive 
director  of  the  Missionary  Board  of 
The  Brethren  Church;  Dr.  Juan  Carlos 
Miranda,  Mexico  supervisor  and  direc- 
tor of  Hispanic  ministries;  Maria 
Miranda;  and  Rev.  Curilo  Ruiz  and 
Rev.  Jose  Castro  —  Brethren  elders  in 
Mexico. 


Professor's  Chair  Endowed  at 
Ashland  Theological  Seminary 

Ashland,     Ohio     —     The     sum     of 

$500,000  has  been  placed  in  a  reserve 
account  to  establish  an  endowed  chair 
for  a  Brethren  in  Christ  professorship 
at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary. 

The  endowed  chair,  established  by 
the  Jacob  Engle  Foundation,  Inc.,  will 
be  called  "The  Charles  and  Anna  Frey 
Brethren  in  Christ  Chair." 

Mr.  Frey  is  a  leading  churchman  in 
the  Brethren  in  Christ  denomination. 
He  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Breth- 
ren in  Christ  Missions  since  1966  and 
as  treasurer  since  1978.  His  interest 
in  missions  has  taken  him  to  mission 
points  in  Nicaragua,  Venezuela,  Eng- 
land, Zambia,  and  Zimbabwe.  He  is 
now  under  assignment  as  director  of 
finance  for  the  Brethren  in  Christ  de- 
nomination. His  wife,  Anna,  has  al- 
ways been  closely  associated  with  him 
in  these  ministries. 

The  $500,000  will  be  held  in  strict 
reserve,  with  the  interest  designated 
for  support  of  Brethren  in  Christ  pro- 
fessors at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary. Dr.  Fred  Holland,  professor  of 
missions,  and  Dr.  Arthur  Climenhaga 
have  been  named  to  jointly  share  the 
Brethren  in  Christ  chair. 

Ashland  Seminary  has  had  a  close 
relationship  with  the  Brethren  in 
Christ  since  1965.  A  number  of  Breth- 
ren in  Christ  students  have  attended 
ATS  since  the  denomination  does  not 
have  its  own  seminary,  and  several 
Brethren  in  Christ  men  have  taught 
at  the  seminary. 

The  Brethren  in  Christ  Church  and 
The  Brethren  Church  share  much  in 
common.  Both  groups  arose  out  of  the 
Anabaptist  and  Pietistic  movements 
in  Europe.  Both  are  evangelical  and 
conservative.  And  both  share  the 
Threefold  Communion  and  trine  im- 
mersion baptism. 
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Berlin  Brethren  Church  Completes 
Extensive  Sanctuary  Redecoration 


Berlin,  Pa.  —  The  Berlin  Brethren 
Church  did  extensive  redecorating  to 
its  sanctuary  earlier  this  year,  with 
the  work  spilling  over  into  other  areas 
of  the  church  building  as  well. 

In  the  sanctuary  the  walls  and  ceil- 
ing were  renewed  with  fresh  paint  and 
wallpaper,  and  floors  were  covered 
with  new  carpet.  The  platform  area 
was  extended,  a  large  lighted  cross 
made  by  trustee  John  Long  was  placed 
at  the  back  of  the  choir  loft,  and  the 
exposed  organ  pipes  were  rearranged. 
In  addition,  bulletin  boards  were  re- 
vamped, memorial  light  fixtures  were 
installed  in  dark  places,  new  tables 


were  purchased  for  the  bell  choir,  and 
a  large  red  curtain  replaced  the  black 
one  that  divides  the  sanctuary  proper 
from  the  Sunday  school  area.  During 
the  remodeling  of  the  sanctuary,  wor- 
ship services  and  adult  Sunday  school 
classes  were  held  in  the  fellowship 
room  in  the  basement. 

In  addition  to  the  work  in  the 
sanctuary,  the  primary  and  beginners 
departments  were  freshened  up  with 
new  wallpaper,  pictures,  and  a  wooden 
toy  box  to  replace  the  old  one  of 
cardboard.  (The  youth  group  plans  to 
furnish  new  toys.)  One  of  the  base- 
ment rooms  also  got  a  facelift,  with 


Central  District  Conference 
Places  Emphasis  on  Prayer 

Milledgeville,  111.  —  "Pray  Without 
Ceasing"  was  the  theme  of  the  Central 
District  Conference  held  July  10-11  at 
the  Milledgeville  Brethren  Church. 

The  conference  reflected  the  theme 
well,  with  a  message  on  praying  by 
General  Conference  Moderator  War- 
ren Garner,  songs  and  testimonies 
about  prayer  by  the  Summer  Crusader 
music  team  "Ransomed,"  and  an  em- 
phasis on  prayer  throughout  the  times 
of  business  and  fellowship. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Garner  and  "Ran- 
somed," other  guests  included  Dr. 
Fred  Finks,  vice-president  of  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary,  Rev.  James 
Black,  executive  director  of  the  Mis- 


sionary Board,  and  Rev.  David  Cook- 
sey,  the  new  Director  of  Pastoral 
Ministries.  These  men  brought  greet- 
ings and  reports  of  their  areas  of  re- 
sponsibility. 

A  youth  conference  with  the  theme 
"Catch  the  Spirit"  was  conducted  in 
conjunction  with  the  adult  conference. 
Youth  from  the  district  worshiped 
with  the  adults,  shared  with  "Ran- 
somed," and  enjoyed  other  activities 
planned  for  them. 

Moderator  Henry  Wilson's  thoughts 
for  the  conference  centered  on  Psalm 
133:1  —  "Behold,  how  good  and  how 
pleasant  it  is  for  Brethren  to  dwell  to- 
gether in  unity."  The  conference  re- 
flected this  unity  as  those  in  attend- 
ance made  decisions  and  enjoyed  time 
together. 

—  reported  by  Rev.  Brad  Hardesty 


new  paint  on  the  walls  and  a  lowered 
ceiling. 

Much  of  the  planning  and  oversight 
of  the  redecorating  was  done  by  trus- 
tees Ronald  Bockes,  Bill  Dively,  and 
John  Long,  as  well  as  Ted  Sarver  and 
Pastor  Ralph  Mills.  But  everyone  able 
to  carry  a  bucket  and  ladder  got  in  the 
act  —  helping  to  scrub,  wash  down, 
take  up  carpet,  paint,  dust,  etc. 

—  reported  by  M.  Geneva  Altfather 

Kerry  Scott  Becomes  Senior 
Pastor  of  Jefferson  Church 

Goshen,  Ind. 

—  Kerry  L. 
Scott  became 
senior  pastor 
of  the  Jeffer- 
son Brethren 
Church  July  1, 
1987. 

Rev.  Scott  £ 

served  as  asso-    -"  "^ 

ciate  pastor  of  the  congregation  from 
1982  to  1985  and  as  co-pastor  from 
1985  until  July  of  this  year.  He  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  senior  pastor 
following  the  resignation  of  former 
senior  pastor  Dr.  Jack  Oxenrider,  who 
left  the  Jefferson  Church  to  take  an 
administrative  position  at  Hillsdale 
College  in  Hillsdale,  Mich. 

Rev.  Scott  is  a  1978  graduate  of 
Ashland  College  (with  a  B.A.  in  radio 
and  television  communications)  and  a 
1982  graduate  of  Ashland  Theological 
Seminary.  He  was  ordained  an  elder 
in  The  Brethren  Church  in  1982. 

Rev.  Scott,  his  wife  Denise,  and 
their  son  Kyle  reside  in  Goshen. 


In  Memory 

Robert  I.  Sprague,  70,  August  17. 
Member  of  the  New  Paris  First  Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Robert  P.  Bischof,  pas- 
tor. 

Kathy  Jacobs,  35,  August  6.  Member  of 
the  Gretna  Brethren  Church  since  1962. 
Services  by  James  F.  Black,  pastor. 
Mildred  Reed,  86,  August  3.  Member  of 
the  Muncie  First  Brethren  Church  since 
1971,  and  a  member  of  W. M.S.  Services  by 
Keith  Bennett,  pastor. 
Delbert  Mellinger,  64,  July  24.  Member 
of  the  Park  Street  Brethren  Church.  Serv- 
ices by  Arden  Gilmer,  pastor. 
Woodrow  Boone,  74,  July  22.  Member  of 
the  North  Liberty  First  Brethren  Church 
and  a  trustee  for  many  years.  Services  by 
Donald  Snell,  pastor. 

Nellie  B.  Simmons,  92,  July  18.  Member 
of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Paul  Miller  and  Carl  Phillips,  pastor. 
Ruth  Pyrch,  60,  July   10.  Member  and 
deaconess    of  the    Park    Street    Brethren 


Church.  Services  by  Arden  Gilmer,  pastor. 
Wilson  Brenner,  74,  July  9.  Member  of 
the  Gretna  Brethren  Church  since  1952. 
Services  by  James  F.  Black,  pastor. 
William  Nice,  86,  July  8.  Member  of  the 
Warsaw  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Kenneth  D.  Hunn,  pastor,  and  Claude 
Stogsdill. 

Goldenaires 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Straub,  55th,  July 

18.     Members     of    the    Vinco     Brethren 

Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  J.  Leckey,  60th,  June 

21.     Members     of    the    Vinco     Brethren 

Church. 

Weddings 

Shelly  Jo  Richardson  to  John  Black, 

September  19,  at  the  New  Lebanon  Breth- 
ren Church;  Pastor  Robert  Dillard  officiat- 
ing. 
Karla  J.  Pollock  to  Daniel  W.  Ostran- 


der,  August  15,  at  the  New  Paris  First 
Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Robert  B.  Bischof 
officiating. 

Cheryl  Elaine  Langston  to  Jeffery  Dean 
Shoff,  July  25,  at  the  bride's  home  in  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.  Rev.  Alvin  Grumbling  of- 
ficiating. Groom  a  member  of  the  Flora 
First  Brethren  Church. 
Betty  Findley  to  Edward  Straub,  July 
18,  at  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church;  Rev. 
William  Walk  and  Pastor  Carl  Phillips  of- 
ficiating. Groom  a  member  of  the  Vinco 
Brethren  Church. 

Sandra  Sayne  to  Byron  Phillips,  May  2, 
at  Pike  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Lyle 
Sweeney  and  Rev.  Carl  Phillips  officiating. 
Groom  a  member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren 
Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Newark:  2  by  baptism 

Flora:  4  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 

Sarasota:  8  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 

South  Bend:  5  by  baptism,  2  by  transfer 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14). 

CHILDREN  IN  BIBLE  TIMES 

Children  in  Bible  times  were  very  much  like  you.  They  had  loving  parents  who  cared  for 
them  and  taught  them.  They  helped  at  home;  they  studied;  they  played. 

Most  of  the  children  were  taught  at  home.  They  learned  the  history  of  their  people  and  the 
laws  of  God  from  their  parents.  The  mothers  guided  the  girls  as  they  learned  to  prepare  meals, 
make  clothes  for  the  family,  and  care  for  the  younger  children.  The  boys  learned  an  occupation 
from  their  fathers.  A  boy  might  be  trained  to  be  a  shepherd,  a  carpenter,  a  shopkeeper,  or 
whatever  his  father  did. 

Boys  might  go  to  the  priest,  as  Samuel  did,  to  be  taught  by  him.  Some  wealthy  families  had 
private  teachers  called  guardians  or  trustees  for  their  children. 

The  toys  with  which  the  children  played  were  made  by  themselves  or  their  parents.  They 
had  dolls,  balls,  tops.  They  played  games  something  like  checkers,  chess,  and  dominoes. 

Children  also  practiced  and  took  part  in  sporting  events.  They  shot  arrows  at  targets,  ran 
races,  and  told  each  other  riddles.  They  practiced  weight  lifting  by  using  heavy  stones.  Each 
person,  in  turn,  would  put  his  hands  under  a  stone  and  join  his  fingers.  Then  he  would  try  to  lift 
the  stone  as  high  as  his  knees  or  his  waist  or  higher.  How  high  can  you  lift  a  heavy  stone? 


Teachers 

A.  Look  up  these  Bible  verses  and  fill  in  the  blanks. 

1 .  Most  children  in  Bible  times  were  taught  by  their_ 
and .   Proverbs  1 :8 

2.  Some  children  were  taught  by  teachers  called 

.  Galatians  4:2 

3.  Name  four  people  who  teach  you.    


or 


Games  and  Sports  of  Bible  Times 

B.  Some  of  the  games  and  sports  we  play  today  were 
played  in  Bible  times.  Can  you  unscramble  the 
names  of  these  games?  The  first  letter  of  each  word 
is  done  for  you. 

1 .  dhie  nad  eeks 

2.  agt 

3.  scrae 

4.  labl  gmesa 

5.  hsces 

6.  trliwgesn 

7.  lidos 

8.  emsdinoo 


C.  Draw    a    picture    of    your 
favorite  toy  or  game. 
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IF  YOU  ARE  BRETHREN, 

THIS  IS  YOUR  MAGAZINE 

Whatever  your  interests,  age,  or  profession,  there  is  a  magazine  for  you.  There  are 
magazines  for  sports  fans,  travelers,  stamp  collectors.  There  are  magazines  for  senior  citi- 
zens, teenagers,  parents.  There  are  magazines  for  pastors,  farmers,  school  teachers. 

But  there  is  only  one  magazine  published  just  for  Brethren  people.  That 
magazine  is  — 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 

The  Brethren  Evangelist  is  the  only  magazine  that: 

—  tells  you  what  is  happening  at  the  national  and  district  levels  of  our  denomination; 

—  keeps  you  informed  of  the  various  ministries  of  the 
church; 

—  gives  you  news  reports  of  what  is  happening  in 
local  Brethren  congregations; 

—  provides  you   articles  written  by  other  Brethren 
people. 

You  can  play  a  part  in  keeping  The  Brethren  Evan- 
gelist coming  into  Brethren  homes.  You  can: 

—  give    generously    to    the     Publication    Offering  % 
received  this  month;                                                                          73 

—  support  a  100%  subscription  list  in  your  church; 

—  provide  gift  subscriptions  for  others; 

—  contribute    to    the    Brethren    Publications/Home 
Missions  Endowment  Fund. 


If  you  are  Brethren,  this  is  your  magazine.  Let's 
keep  it  that  way  by  giving  The  Brethren  Evangelist 
our  full  support. 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
524  College  Ave.,  Ashland,  OH  44805 
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by  Alvin  Shifflett 


God's  Temple:  Relic  or  Wonder? 


ENCIRCLING  the  skyline  of  the 
city  of  St.  Louis  is  a  glistening 
memorial  arch.  Emphatic,  symbolic, 
it  stands  as  a  reminder  that  St. 
Louis  serves  as  a  gateway  to  the 
west. 

What  will  become  of  this  arch  in 
the  future?  What  toll  will  time  and 
the  elements  take  on  its  soaring 
beauty?  What  will  it  look  like  if  left 
to  the  ages? 

Research  reported  in  the  Smith- 
sonian Magazine  indicates  that 
without  proper  care,  the  arch  will 
begin  to  sag  until,  one  day,  the  cen- 
tral uppermost  portion  will  collapse. 
Then  only  the  sides  will  remain.  If  it 
is  neglected,  the  arch  will  eventu- 
ally turn  into  a  curious  ruin. 

This  is  just  one  example  of  the 
ongoing  tension  between  grand 
achievement  and  decay.  Both  can  be 
found  cheek  by  jowl. 

Our  concern 

As  a  denomination  and  as  local 
congregations,  our  concern  should  be 
more  with  building  the  community 
of  faith  than  with  building  physical 
buildings.  As  a  pastor  in  the  midst 
of  a  building  program,  I  think  it 
strange  that  people  now  ask:  "Are 
you  in  a  building  program?"  or 
"When  do  you  plan  to  build?"  The 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  always  in  a 
building  program.  The  church  is 
building  every  day;  it  never  stops. 

Like  building  the  arch  in  St. 
Louis,  we  are  engaged  in  a  grand 
achievement.  All  of  us  are  building 
blocks.  We  need  to  build  carefully. 
Our  task  is  to  ask  ourselves,  "What 


am  I  building?"  "What  am  I  con- 
tributing to  this  structure,  a  struc- 
ture that  is  greater  than  any  man- 
made  design?" 

We're  in  this  together 

We  together  make  up  the  temple 
of  God  —  the  church.  As  the  Avery 
and  Marsh  song  affirms:  "I  am  the 
church,  you  are  the  church,  we  are 
the  church  .  .  .  together!" 

But  do  we  know  what  we're  build- 
ing? The  people  who  built  the 
Tacoma  Narrows  Bridge  thought 
they  knew.  It  was  to  be  a  suspension 
bridge,  beautiful  and  functional, 
elegantly  slim  and  spare  in  mate- 
rials, as  it  soared  across  the  narrows. 

Shortly  after  the  bridge  was  com- 
pleted, however,  the  roadway  de- 
veloped a  slight  sway.  Whenever  the 
wind  was  particularly  strong,  the 
swaying  increased.  Engineers 
checked  the  bridge  and  discovered 
that  its  harmonic  proportions  were 
so  far  off  that  every  time  the  wind 
blew,  the  bridge  would  pick  up  vi- 
brations and  magnify  them  within 
its  structure.  Before  long,  the  road- 
way was  waving  and  rippling  like  a 
lake  in  a  storm.  Eventually  the  en- 
tire bridge  self-destructed.  Why?  Be- 
cause the  bridge  simply  didn't  work 
with  the  wind. 

What  does  this  bridge  have  to  do 
with  the  church?  Just  this:  Even  as 
a  bridge  must  be  right  with  the 
wind,  so  the  church  must  be  alert  to 
the  blowing  of  God's  Holy  Spirit.  We 
may  have  formed  an  entire  denomi- 
nation that  appears  to  be  solid  and 
substantial,  with  a  Manual  of  Pro- 


cedure and  all.  But  does  it  function 
with  the  Spirit  of  God? 

To  what,  as  a  denomination  (or  as 
congregations),  have  we  given  our- 
selves? Are  we  a  people  that  in- 
cludes or  excludes  others?  Are  we  a 
people  that  serves  God  or  self-in- 
terest? Are  we  a  people  that  sup- 
ports one  another  or  that  tears  one 
another  down?  Are  our  interests 
spiritual  or  worldly? 

If  what  we  are  building  is  of  the 
Spirit,  then  it  affects  our  whole 
lives.  It  makes  us  act  differently  to- 
ward our  neighbors.  It  makes  us 
pray  for  those  in  need.  Even  folks  we 
don't  like  much  become  the  focus  of 
our  prayers  and,  soon,  our  love. 

If  what  we  are  creating  is  of  the 
Spirit,  then  we  are  indeed  worth- 
while building  blocks.  If  what  we 
are  constructing  is  not  of  the  Spirit, 
then,  like  the  Tacoma  Narrows 
Bridge,  it  will  soon  come  toppling 
down  around  us  and  be  worse  than 
useless.  It  will  be  an  item  of  ridicule. 

This  temple  we  are  building,  our 
community  of  faith,  how  might  God 
intend  it  to  be  used?  As  a  moldy 
relic?  Or  as  a  living  wonder? 

Perhaps  we  can  find  a  clue  to  the 
answer  in  some  of  our  weekend 
projects.  Did  you  ever  disassemble 
something  with  the  intention  of  fix- 
ing it,  only  to  discover  you  didn't 
have  the  foggiest  idea  how  to  do  it? 
What  did  you  do  then?  You  asked  for 
help,  as  you  should  have  done  in  the 
beginning.  The  person  with  skill  and 
understanding  showed  you  how  to  do 
the  job.  You  gained  a  new  apprecia- 
tion for  the  person  giving  you  the 
hand.  Together,  you  got  the  job  done 
right. 

Working  together 

God  has  planned  for  us  to  work  to- 
gether,  thereby   strengthening  the 
entire  fabric  of  the  church.  When  we 
work     together     rather     than     as 
weekend  blunderers,  we  accomplish 
something.    But    this    working    to- 
gether is  going  to  take  courage  and 
love  and  caring  .  .  .  and  you.  Any 
other  alternative  in  temple  building 
will  bring  only  ruin  —  a  relic,  not  a 
wonder.  As  Madelene  L'Engle  wrote: 
How  is  our  voice  to  be  heard  by  the 
ill  and  starving  and  war-torn  people 
of  the  world?  It  will  be  heard  only  if 
it  is  a  voice  of  unity  and  love. 

Do  Brethren  have  the  courage  to  be 
part  of  that  unity  and  love?  [t] 
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series  will  consider  various  facets  of  the  1988  Conference  theme,  "Let  Us  Be 
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Let  the  Flame  Burn  Brighter 

A  summary  and  analysis  of  issues  and  concerns  raised  at  the  two  national 
forums  held  to  discuss  the  future  of  The  Brethren  Church,  by  Dr.  Charles  Munson. 


I  STILL  BELIEVE  there's  a  low 
flame  burning.*  It  is  not  neces- 
sarily any  brighter  this  year  than 
last,  but  the  flame  is  still  there,  and 
The  Brethren  Church  is  alive  and  — 
it  would  seem  —  making  some  prog- 
ress. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  group 
of  interested  Brethren  who  met  to 
discuss  the  future  of  The  Brethren 
Church  that  we  would  call  a 
FORUM  ON  THE  FUTURE  OF 
THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH  to 
meet  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  April  7, 
1987.  As  you  now  know,  121  people 
met  there,  coming  from  far  and 
near.  The  results  of  that  FORUM 
were  sent  to  the  boards  and  commit- 

*See  "A  Low  Flame  Burning"  by  Dr. 
Munson  in  the  September  1986  issue  of  the 
Evangelist. 

Dr.  Munson,  a  respected  Brethren 
leader,  played  a  major  role  in  calling 
Brethren  to  meet  together  for  the  two  na- 
tional forums  to  consider  the  future  of 
The  Brethren  Church. 


tees  of  the  denomination  for  their  re- 
view and,  if  they  so  chose,  action. 
Some  have  taken  the  report  seri- 
ously and  have  acted  upon  the  infor- 
mation. 

A  number  of  interested  Brethren 
met  again  and  decided  to  conduct  a 
similar  FORUM  at  the  1987  General 
Conference.  That  FORUM  was  con- 
ducted during  part  of  the  Tuesday 
morning  business  session,  thanks  to 
the  General  Conference  Executive 
Committee.  The  results  of  both  sam- 
plings of  Brethren  opinion  are  in- 
teresting and  challenging.  You  have 
been  able  to  read  the  results  of  the 
first  FORUM;  now  I  want  to  attempt 
to  combine  the  two  in  this  report. 

More  accountability 

The  single  most  prominent  need  of 
the  church  expressed  by  the  people 
is  for  more  accountability  at  all 
levels,  with  structures  to  bring  it  to 
pass.  It  was  often  stated  that  we  are 
"too  independent,  living  in  our  own 
little  worlds."  "We  are  actually  a 


group  of  individual  congregations 
with  little  unity  or  coordination,  and 
responsible  to  no  one."  Said  another, 
"Everyone  is  in  charge  and  no  one  is 
in  charge."  And  further,  "We  must 
change  from  radical  Congrega- 
tionalism to  limited  Congregation- 
alism." 

Coupled  with  this  idea  of  account- 
ability is  the  matter  of  the  total 
ministry  of  the  church.  Being  ac- 
countable is  not  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  good  organization, 
but  that  we  might  fulfill  the  "Great 
Commission."  Evangelism,  disciple- 
ship,  vision,  were  mentioned  to  point 
up  the  need  for  LAY  INVOLVE- 
MENT. I  emphasize  lay  involvement 
because,  as  it  was  pointed  out,  "We 
all  need  to  carry  out  the  Great 
Commission."  "The  attitude  that 
the  pastor  must  do  it  all  must  be 
changed." 

It  is  certainly  true  that  Christ  did 
not  speak  the  Great  Commission  to 
pastors  alone.  Look  at  it  another 
way:  "We  need  to  overcome  our  fear 
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of  change  and  look  out  to  the  un- 
saved community  and  not  so  much 
to  ourselves."  As  the  Columbus 
FORUM  put  it,  "Teach  human  lost- 
ness  without  Christ."  We  surely 
know  and  believe  this,  but  as  the 
Conference  questionnaires  revealed, 
we  may  not  have  enough  lay  in- 
volvement to  get  the  work  done  as  a 
denomination. 

Greater  spirituality 

Expressed  variously  but  falling 
under  the  general  heading  of 
"spirituality"  is  a  concern  for  more 
prayer,  Bible  reading,  and  spiritual 
growth.  This  would  include  prayer 
for  ministerial  recruits  in  particular, 
and  for  The  Brethren  Church  in  gen- 
eral. There  is  a  serious  need  for 
young  men  and  women  to  be  helped 
to  hear  God's  claim  on  their  lives  for 
ministerial  service  on  a  full-time 
basis.  At  this  point  a  related  concern 
was  also  mentioned  —  for  Sunday 
schools  and  for  prayerful  selection  of 
teachers  and  leaders. 

If  the  question  is  raised  from  the 
previous  paragraph  (as  it  often  is), 
"Where  will  ministerial  personnel 
serve,  since  we  haven't  many  open- 
ings?" the  answer  is  found  in 
another  category  —  the  need  to 
plant  more  churches.  Local  congre- 
gations need  to  "mother"  other 
Brethren  congregations,  was  one 
suggestion  made.  In  fact,  one  re- 
sponse indicated  that  a  congregation 
was  making  plans  to  do  just  that. 

"Maybe  people  are  not  coming 
to  us  in  significant  numbers 
because  they  don't  see  that 
we  really  believe  the  truth 
about  the  lostness  of  persons 
without  Christ." 

It  is  encouraging  to  know  that 
people  in  both  samplings  were 
thinking  "Church  Planting  and 
Church  Growth."  All  right!  But  it's 
easier  said  than  done. 

Noted  at  the  Conference  FORUM 
but  not  at  Columbus  was  still 
another  concern  —  the  need  to  have 
closer  relationships  with  other 
Brethren  bodies.  The  idea  went 
something  like  this:  We  are  not  only 
independent  from  each  other  within 
our  own  denomination,  we  are  iso- 
lated from  and  unrelated  to  other 
people  who  call  themselves  Breth- 


ren. Of  course,  The  Brethren  Ency- 
clopedia has  helped  some  at  this 
point.  There  were  not  large  numbers 
pointing  up  this  concern,  but  enough 
did  do  so  to  warrant  a  mention  in 
this  summary. 

Improve  our  self-image 

A  rather  pronounced  concern, 
stated  variously,  was  the  need  to  im- 
prove our  self-image.  When  indi- 
viduals have  poor  self-images,  they 
have  difficulty  relating  meaning- 
fully with  other  people.  That  holds 
true  for  congregations  as  well. 

How  is  it  that  we  have  an  identity 
crisis,  if  indeed  we  do?  Why  is  it  that 
our  image  of  ourselves  is  so  poor,  if 
indeed  it  is?  Certainly  it  is  not  be- 
cause we  have  no  message;  or  that 
we  have  no  Lord  and  Savior  over  us; 
or  that  we  have  no  God  above  to  care 
for  us;  or  that  we  have  no  Holy 
Spirit  to  guide  us.  Surely  it  is  not 
because  we  have  no  word  from  the 
Lord,  for  we  take  the  whole  Bible  as 
coming  from  Him. 

Could  we  just  be  complacent  and 
self-centered  and  unconcerned  about 
fulfilling  our  orders  "to  make  disci- 
ples"? Perhaps  the  concerns  in  Co- 
lumbus and  at  Conference  are  true 
—  we  need  to  repent  of  our  indiffer- 
ence and  self-satisfaction.  Maybe 
people  are  not  coming  to  us  in  sig- 
nificant numbers  because  they  don't 
see  that  we  really  believe  the  truth 
about  the  lostness  of  persons  with- 
out Christ. 

But  it  is  true.  Every  person  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  from  the 
mountains  and  from  the  valleys, 
rich  and  poor,  young  and  old  — 
everyone  needs  Jesus.  If  we  felt  that 
strongly  enough,  our  lips  would  be 
unsealed.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  silent  witness.  "Either  the  witness 
will  destroy  the  silence,  or  the  silence 
will  destroy  the  witness."  Perhaps  our 
self-image  and  our  influence  are  poor 
because  we  are  merely  "going  to 
church  on  Sunday." 

Take  worship  more  seriously 

In  the  same  vein  as  the  last  state- 
ment, a  very  pressing  need  was 
noted  at  both  FORUMS,  that  "We 
must  study  and  learn  and  develop 
worship  in  local  congregations."  No 
clear  statement  on  this  subject  came 
from  either  sampling,  except  that  we 
must  take  worship  of  God  more  seri- 
ously. Worshiping  God  is  the  most 


significant  thing  we  do,  and  if  we 
are  not  careful  about  it,  we  could  be 
doing  something  other  than  wor- 
shiping Him. 

Social  issues  also  were  a  concern 
in  both  samplings.  We  are  rather 
aloof  regarding  social  issues.  Said 
one  person,  "We  need  clear  Bible 
statements  on  issues  and  take 
stands  on  those  issues."  This  concern 
was  not  so  strongly  raised  that  it 
would  appear  to  be  a  mandate,  but 
only  that  we  need  to  be  more  forth- 
right in  how  we  view  our  society. 
Perhaps,  taking  the  words  in  the 
best  sense,  it  could  be  said  that  "We 
need  to  be  more  worldly."  That  means 
we  need  more  involvement  in  the 
world  in  which  we  live  with  the  only 
truth  that  matters  —  Jesus  Christ. 

Accountability  and  togetherness 

Finally,  from  Conference  came 
several  notes  saying  we  need  to  im- 
plement recommendation  #1  from 
the  1987  moderator's  address.  You 
can  read  that  recommendation  in 
the  September  issue  of  the  Evangel- 
ist. But  in  essence,  Moderator 
Garner  raised  the  issue  with  which 
this  article  began  —  accountability. 
Said  Dr.  Garner,  ".  .  .  The  Brethren 
Church  [needs  to]  develop  a  program 
that  will  increase  togetherness  in 
operation,  belief,  and  accountability 
at  local,  district,  and  national 
levels."  He  said  further  that  there  is 
"little  central  authority."  That  is 
serious.  What  changes  are  needed  to 
bring  about  accountability?  Think 
about  it. 

Well,  there  it  is,  good,  bad,  or  in- 
different. I  only  claim  that  two  sam- 
ples of  Brethren  thought  have  been 
taken,  and  I  have  tried  to  sum- 
marize them  for  you.  I  don't  even 
claim  to  have  interpreted  everything 
expertly.  But  I  tried. 

Last  year,  following  Conference,  I 
wrote  an  article,  "A  Low  Flame 
Burning."  The  intent  was  to  encour- 
age the  Brethren  with  the  good 
things  happening  in  our  church. 
Having  heard  from  a  number  of 
growing  churches  during  the  Confer- 
ence FORUM  (and  since  then),  I  am 
still  encouraged.  But  the  flame  must 
burn  brighter.  We  are  making  a  sig- 
nificant difference  in  the  lives  of 
many.  But  we  can  do  better. 

Let  the  flame  burn  brighter  for 
Jesus  Christ  —  the  only  truth  that 
matters.  [t] 
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Let  Us  Be  Brethren 

"For  one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ; 
and  all  ye  are  brethren. " 

Matthew  23:8 


Christ  as  Master 

First  in  a  series  of  articles  by  General  Conference 
Moderator  Dale  Stoffer  on  the  1988  Conference  theme. 

AS  MODERATOR  for  the  1987- 
1988  Conference  year,  I  would 
like  us  to  do  some  thinking  about 
our  theme,  "Let  Us  Be  Brethren," 
prior  to  next  August.  I  will  therefore 
be  writing  a  series  of  articles  for  the 
Evangelist  which  will  develop  this 
theme  and  which,  I  trust,  will  focus 
our  thinking,  praying,  and  dreaming 
in  the  coming  months. 

During  the  early  years  of  The 
Evangelist,  every  issue  carried  a 
verse  of  Scripture  in  its  masthead 
which  encapsulated  some  important 
ingredient  of  Brethren  thought  or 
life.  The  first  two  verses  were  He- 
brews 6:1  —  "Therefore  leaving  the 
principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ, 
let  us  go  unto  perfection"  (this  was 
later  shortened  to  "Let  us  go  unto 
perfection");  and  John  14:6,  "I  am 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life."  The 
third  and  last  verse,  which  ran  from 
May  3,  1905,  until  December  25, 
1912,  was  taken  from  Matthew  23:8 
—  "For  one  is  your  Master,  even 
Christ;  and  all  ye  are  brethren." 

When  I  ran  across  this  verse  in 
my  research  for  my  dissertation,  two 
points  struck  me.  First,  the  source, 
the  center,  the  focus  of  our  lives 
must  be  Jesus  Christ.  "Christianity 
is  Christ,"  as  Dr.  Jerry  Flora  has 
said  with  reference  to  the  theme  of 
Colossians.  The  second  point  this 
verse  makes  clear  is  that  Christ's 
identity  determines  ours.  Who  He  is 
dictates  who  we  are   and  who  we 


Moderator  Stoffer  (I.)  shakes  hands 
with  outgoing  Moderator  Warren  Garner 

at  the  1987  General  Conference. 

i  i 

should  be.  I  will  develop  the  first  of 
these  two  points  in  this  article. 

The  theme  for  the  100th  General 
Conference  of  The  Brethren  Church, 
"Let  Us  Be  Brethren,"  as  derived 
from  Matthew  23:8,  means  first  and 
foremost  that  we  will  be  brethren 
(and  also  Brethren)  only  insofar  as 
we  allow  Christ  to  be  Master  and 
Lord  of  our  lives.  Our  marching  or- 
ders in  this  life  must  come  from 
Him. 

The  reason  for  Christ's  promi- 
nence in  our  lives  derives  from  the 
truth  that  salvation  is  found  only  in 
and  through  Jesus  Christ  (John 
14:6;  Acts  4:12).  Salvation  in  its 
past,  present,  and  future  tenses  is 
wholly  dependent  upon  Him. 

Thus,  the  new  status  or  position 
which  we  received  through  faith 
(known  as  justification)  is  dependent 


upon  the  gracious  sacrifice  of  Christ 
on  the  cross  for  our  sins  (see  Rom. 
4:24-25;  5:9;  Titus  3:4-7).  The  new 
life,  characterized  by  growth  in  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  (known  as  sanctifi- 
cation),  is  dependent  upon  our  con- 
tinuing devotion  to  Christ  and  fel- 
lowship with  Him  (see  John  15:1-8, 
especially  verse  5;  Col.  2:6-7).  The 
new  glorified  existence,  when  we 
will  live  beyond  the  reach  of  sin  and 
death  in  God's  presence  (known  as 
glorification),  is  dependent  upon 
Christ's  return  (see  I  Cor.  15:20-24, 
35-37). 

As  Christians  we  face  two  dangers 
with  regard  to  our  exclusive  re- 
lationship of  love  and  obedience  to 
our  Master,  Christ.  First,  we  run  the 
risk  of  allowing  other  commitments 
to  remove  Him  from  His  central 
place  in  our  lives.  This  amounts  to 
idolatry,  replacing  devotion  to 
Christ  with  devotion  to  someone  or 
something  else. 

It  is  fairly  easy  to  recognize 
idolatry  when  it  comes  in  the  form  of 
outright  sin:  sexual  immorality,  im- 
purity, lust,  evil  desires  and  greed, 
as  Colossians  3:5  suggests.  But  we 
also  commit  idolatry  if  we  allow 
commendable  commitments  —  our 
job,  our  hobbies,  even  our  spouse  or 
children  —  to  supersede  our  commit- 
ment to  Christ.  (See  the  "hard  say- 
ing" of  Jesus  in  Luke  14:25-27.) 

The  other  danger  we  face  in  our 
devotion  to  Christ  is  lukewarmness. 
All  too  frequently  in  the  normal 
course  of  life  we  allow  our  busy 
schedules  to  erode  our  devotional 
life  with  the  Lord.  The  time  we 
spend  in  prayer  and  Bible  study  is 
often  one  of  the  first  things  we  cut 
when  life  gets  hectic.  We  are  also 
tempted  to  think  that  if  we  are 
"doing  things  for  the  Lord"  such  as 
teaching,  serving  on  committees, 
and  visitation  —  we  are  meeting  the 
minimum  daily  requirements  for 
maintaining  our  spiritual  health. 
But  these  activities,  good  and  neces- 
sary as  they  may  be,  can  never  take 
the  place  of  time  spent  with  the  Lord 
in  prayer,  worship,  and  Bible  read- 
ing. We  cannot  feed  others  if  we  do 
not  feed  ourselves. 

One  of  the  sternest  warnings 
about  this  danger  is  found  in  Reve- 
lation 2:1-7  and  3:14-22  in  Jesus'  ad- 
dresses to  the  churches  at  Ephesus 
and  Laodicea.  He  commends  the 
(continued  on  page  8) 
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What  Is  Ordination? 

Part  one  of  a  two-part  study  of 
ordination  in  The  Brethren  Church.* 


A  Theological  Overview 
of  Ordination 

IT  IS  IMPORTANT  to  realize  that 
our  English  word,  ordination, 
comes  from  a  Latin  rather  than  a 
Greek  word.  In  the  early  fifth  cen- 
tury, Jerome,  in  his  Latin  Vulgate 
translation,  used  the  Latin  word  or- 
dinare  (to  set  in  order,  arrange)  as  a 
synonymn  for  the  Greek  cheirotoneo 
(to  appoint,  choose;  used  twice  in  the 
New  Testament:  Acts  14:23,  2  Cor. 
8:19).  The  English  word,  ordain,  was 
later  used  by  the  King  James  Ver- 
sion to  translate  24  different  biblical 
words. 

We  therefore  face  two  problems 
with  regard  to  the  word  ordain.  (1) 
The  English  word  has  so  many 
shades  of  meaning  that  there  is  no 
direct  one-to-one  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Hebrew  and  English  and 
Greek  and  English  words.  (2)  In 
using  a  Latin  word  to  describe  the 


*This  article  contains  the  first  two  sec- 
tions of  a  report  presented  to  the  National 
Ministerial  Association  at  the  1987  Gen- 
eral Conference.  The  report  was  prepared 
by  "the  1986  Ordination  Study  Commit- 
tee," a  committee  authorized  by  the 
Ministerial  Association  in  1986  "to  make  a 
thorough  biblical  and  theological  study  of 
Brethren  ordination."  The  report  was 
adopted  by  the  ministers,  who  also  ap- 
proved a  recommendation  that  ministerial 
procedures  in  The  Brethren  Church  be  re- 
vised to  include  changes  suggested  by  this 
report. 

This  article  focuses  on  the  biblical  and 
theological  aspects  of  ordination.  The 
second  article  (to  appear  in  next  month's 
Evangelist),  which  contains  the  remainder 
of  the  report,  presents  guidelines  for  the 
practice  of  ordination  in  The  Brethren 
Church. 
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technical  practice,  we  may  import 
connotations  from  Roman  Catholic 
usage.  The  solution  to  both  problems 
is  to  go  back  to  the  original  Hebrew 
and  Greek  words  to  understand 
what  is  meant  by  the  English  word, 
ordain. 


In  the  ordination 
process,  God  and 
man  cooperate  to 
provide  the  best 
possible  leader- 
ship for  the  fur- 
ther advance  of 
God's  kingdom 
purposes/' 


In  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
the  practice  of  ordination  is  most 
generally  connected  with  the  rite  of 
laying  on  of  hands.  This  rite  was 
used  on  a  number  of  different  occa- 
sions and  had  several  important 
purposes.  In  sacrificial  settings,  the 
laying  of  hands  on  an  animal  con- 
veyed the  idea  of  atonement  for  sins 
and  substitution  through  the  trans- 
ference of  sin  and  guilt  (this  be- 
comes a  type  of  Jesus'  sacrificial 
death).  The  laying  on  of  hands  is 
used  in  the  context  of  passing  on  a 
blessing  (Gen.  48:14;  Matt.  19:13, 
15).  In  the  New  Testament  it  is  fre- 


quently connected  with  healing  by 
Jesus  and  His  disciples.  Reception  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  commonly  (though 
not  necessarily)  linked  with  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  in  Acts.  Finally,  in 
both  testaments  hands  are  laid  on 
people  when  they  are  consecrated  or 
set  apart  for  a  special  service  or 
function.  This  variety  should  cau- 
tion us  about  too  narrow  a  definition 
of  ordination,  for  a  person  could 
have  several  "ordinations"  (as  in  the 
case  of  Paul  in  Acts  9:12,  17;  13:3). 

In  the  more  technical  usage  of  or- 
dination, the  laying  on  of  hands 
seems  to  have  a  threefold  signifi- 
cance with  past,  present,  and  future 
implications.  As  confirmation,  the 
act  looks  backward  as  a  formal  rec- 
ognition of  a  person's  calling  and 
gifts  for  service.  As  consecration,  the 
act  serves  as  a  present  setting  apart 
of  the  person  for  God's  service.  As 
commissioning,  the  act  looks  for- 
ward as  a  charge  to  carry  out  the 
function  and  responsibility  of  a  par- 
ticular office. 

In  every  Old  and  New  Testament 
case,  there  is  a  link  between  the  act 
of  laying  on  of  hands  and  some  gra- 
cious work  of  God.  Laying  on  of 
hands  is  not  a  "naked"  symbol  in  the 
sense  that  it  has  no  connection  to 
God's  grace.  Nor,  however,  is  it  a 
means  of  grace  in  the  sense  that 
God's  grace  is  conveyed  in  the  act  (a 
sacramental  view).  What  can  be  said 
is  that  the  act  participates  in  the 
process  as  a  testimony  of  faith  and 
commitment.  The  faith  and  commit- 
ment demonstrated  in  the  act  are 
the  "active  ingredients"  which  make 
God's  grace  operative.  In  ordaining  a 


person  for  a  special  function,  the  act 
promises  that  God  will  grant  to  the 
faithful  recipient  the  gracious  gifts 
needed  to  fulfill  a  particular  calling. 
Ordination  possesses  both  divine 
and  human  aspects.  It  is  a  formal  rec- 
ognition of  God's  call  in  a  person's  life 

"In  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
taments the  practice  of 
ordination  is  most  gen- 
erally  connected  with 
the  rite  of  laying  on 
of  hands. " 

and  affirms  both  that  those  spiritual 
gifts  needed  for  a  special  calling  are 
present  and  that  God  promises  grace 
to  fulfill  the  responsibilities  of  the 
task.  But  ordination  also  includes 
human  components.  It  assumes  that 


Christ  as  Master 

(continued  from  page  6) 
church  at  Ephesus  for  its  hard  work 
and  perseverance  in  the  face  of 
adversity.  But  he  chides  the  people 
for  having  forsaken  their  first  love, 
that  is,  for  losing  sight  of  their  pri- 
mary commitment  to  Christ.  Note 
the  stern  warning  to  the  church 
at  Laodicea:  "because  you  are 
lukewarm  —  neither  hot  nor  cold  — 
I  am  about  to  spit  you  out  of  my 
mouth." 

What  solution  does  Jesus  offer?  In 
verse  20  He  calls  upon  the  people  to 
open  the  door  of  their  lives  to  Him  in 
fellowship. 

Let  us  be  Brethren  first  of  all  by 
being  sure  that  Christ  is  our  Master 
and  Lord.  [t] 


God's  calling  must  be  ratified  by 
human  witnesses  as  well,  who  can 
testify  to  the  evidence  of  the  divine 
call.  The  act  of  laying  on  of  hands  is 
also  performed  by  persons  with  the 
appropriate  authority,  who  can 
likewise  vouch  for  the  person's 
character  and  integrity.  In  the  ordi- 
nation process,  God  and  man  cooper- 
ate to  provide  the  best  possible 
leadership  for  the  further  advance  of 
God's  kingdom  purposes. 

Because  ordination  in  the  techni- 
cal sense  is  always  linked  to  the  per- 
formance of  a  special  task  or  func- 
tion, the  implication  is  that  the  au- 
thority and  responsibility  recognized 
in  ordination  should  cease  when  the 
function  ceases. 

A  Definition  of  Terms 

We  felt  it  necessary  to  define  sev- 
eral terms  more  exactly. 

1.  Calling 

Calling,  like  ordination,  has  a 
broader  usage  in  Scripture  than  the 
way  we  customarily  employ  it.  Call- 
ing frequently  refers  to  God's  ap- 
peal or  invitation  to  salvation  (1 
Cor.  1:9;  Eph.  4:1,  4;  1  Thess.  2:12). 
Only  rarely  is  it  used  in  the  narrow 
sense  of  a  personal  commissioning  to 
a  special  office  or  function  (Rom.  1:1; 
1  Cor.  1:1;  c.f.  Acts  20:28).  In  both 
usages  the  stress  is  upon  God's  in- 
itiative in  the  matter.  The  human 
aspect  of  the  process  is  in  reality  a 
response  to  this  initiative.  Thus  the 
congregation  affirms  the  divine  call 
while  the  elders  confirm  it,  and  they 
jointly  set  apart  the  individual  for 
God's  service.  It  should  be  stressed 
that  a  call  implies  a  task. 

2.  Office  and  Function 

It  is  appropriate  to  keep  these  two 


terms  together,  for  they  are  related 
as  noun  to  verb.  Office  tends  to  be 
more  static  in  nature,  while  function 
conveys  the  idea  of  activity. 

While  office  can  be  conceived 
apart  from  function,  we  need  to  be- 
ware of  attaching  unique  status  or 
authority  to  the  office  of  elder  itself. 
The  Brethren  are  not  in  the  Catholic 
tradition  in  which  special  status  is 
given  the  priest  by  virture  of  his  or- 
dination to  this  office.  Rather  we  are 
in  the  Protestant  tradition  in  which 
our  authority  as  elders  derives  from 
our  administering  the  Word  of  God 
to  our  people  (note  that  early  Breth- 
ren elders  were  called  "Servants  of 
the  Word"). 

The  word,  function,  is  used  by  the 
NASB  and  NFV  translations  in  Ro- 
mans 12:4  to  refer  to  the  activity 
each  member  of  the  body  has  within 
the  church.  The  context  provides  an 
important  reminder  for  us.  Paul 
uses  a  dynamic,  living  analogy  when 

"In  every  Old  and  New 
Testament  case,  there 
is  a  link  between  the 
act  of  laying  on  of 
hands  and  some  gracious 
work  of  God." 

dealing  with  these  concepts  —  the 
analogy  of  a  body  whose  members 
are  functioning  in  God-given  ways 
in  order  to  achieve  the  divine  goals 
of  edification  of  the  body,  glorifica- 
tion of  God,  and  service  to  the  world 
(cf.  Eph.  4:11-16).  We  must  therefore 
remember  that  structure  should  al- 
ways be  the  servant  of  our  goals  and 
needs.  [f] 


Pontius'  Puddle 


I'D  LIKE  TO  SHARE  MV 
FAITH  WfTK  OTHERS, 
BOT  ASKlNCr  PEOPLE 
IF  THEY'RE 
3AVED  SEEMS 
OLD  FASHIONED. 


X  CAM  THIMK  OF  HO 
REASONS  NOT  TO  O-SE 
THE  POOR  SPIRCTOAL 
UWS,  AMD  I 
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PASSING  OCT/ 
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SlfrK.  I  JOST  WISH 
I  WAS  HALF  AS  60OD 
AT  WITNESSING*  AS  X 
AKV  AT  NOT 
WITNESSING. 
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Readers9  Forum 


A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 

Adventures  in  Faith 


On  June  4,  1979,  my  beloved  hus- 
band, John,  went  home  to  be  with  the 
Lord.  Though  he  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  several  years,  he  was  in  the 
hospital  only  six  weeks  during  his 
final  illness,  having  suffered  a  blood 
clot  in  his  lung,  followed  by  a  stroke, 
and  finally  by  heart  failure. 

Having  been  married  for  44  years,  I 
was  pretty  much  devasted  by  John's 
death,  for  he  was  my  strong  right  arm. 
But  the  Lord,  upon  whom  I  rely  heav- 
ily, gave  me  a  new  purpose  for  living. 
So  under  His  guidance  and  with 
deeper  commitment,  I  communicated 
with  Rev.  Dale  Ru  Lon  whether  I 
could  be  of  service  at  Town  and  Coun- 
try, the  Brethren  home  mission 
church  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  as  a  part-time 
tentmaker.  He  extended  me  a  warm 
invitation  and  found  a  room  for  me 
with  Donna  Shank. 

I  spent  two  winters  at  Town  and 
Country  working  with  the  Ru  Lons, 
doing  anything  for  which  they  could 
use  me,  from  visitation  and  door-to- 
door  survey  work  to  teaching  Sunday 
school  and  doing  office  filing,  etc.  The 
second  winter  I  was  there  I  lived  with 
my  niece,  Betty  Cunningham,  and  her 
husband,  John,  who  work  with  Child 
Evangelism  Fellowship.  That  was  a 


pleasant  arrangement  —  being  with 
family. 

I  found  the  work  to  be  very  reward- 
ing spiritually,  and  decided  to  lend  a 
hand  the  following  winter  (my  third  in 
Florida)  in  the  Orlando  Bible  Fellow- 
ship, where  Larry  Bolinger  and  his 
family  were  working  to  start  a  mission 
church  in  the  Kissimmee,  Fla.,  area. 

The  following  winter  I  stayed  at 
home  in  Berlin,  Pa.,  as  a  niece  of  mine 
was  in  the  final  stages  of  cancer.  I  was 
able  to  minister  to  her  and  comfort  her 
until  her  death  in  February.  She  faced 
death  very  bravely  and  made  me 
realize  how  the  Lord  can  prepare  a 
child  of  His  for  the  end  of  this  life  — 
even  though  it  is  sad  for  us  who  re- 
main to  lose  our  loved  ones. 

My  fourth  term  of  service  as  a 
tentmaker  was  spent  in  Conover, 
North  Carolina,  where  Keith  Hensley 
and  his  wife  were  developing  a  home 
mission  church.  This,  too,  inspired  me 
to  continue  on  in  His  service,  allowing 
Him  to  lead  me. 

Then  my  youngest  sister  came  to 
the  final  stages  in  her  bout  with 
cancer,  so  I  stayed  in  Berlin  and  part 
time  in  North  Canton,  Ohio,  trying  to 
provide  as  much  help  and  comfort  as  I 
could.  She  died  in  April,  another  blow 


Come  In,  Jesus 


The  following  poem  is,  according  to 
Ruth  De  Lozer,  "thoughts  [which] 
came  from  a  message  given  by  Rev. 
Victor  Alesandroni  during  the  morn- 
ing worship  service  at  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church"  on  August  9,  1987. 
Rev.  Alesandroni,  president  of  The 
Brethren  Church  in  Argentina,  visited 
the  United  States  this  past  summer 
and  spoke  at  General  Conference  on 
Friday  morning,  August  7,  then  at  the 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  morning  and  at  the 
Ashland  Garber  Brethren  Church  that 
evening.  Mrs.  De  Lozer  noted  that  she 
was  touched  by  all  three  messages. 

Come  In,  Jesus 
Jesus,  bring  Your  moving  truck 

Into  my  life  today; 
And  Jesus  —  remove  all  the  garbage  — 

Take  it  all  away. 
Come  in,  Jesus,  and  be  seated  — 

/  don't  always  like  what  I  see. 
Come  into  every  room,  Jesus, 

Open  my  eyes  —  set  me  free. 
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Take  charge  of  my  life  now,  Jesus  — 

Charge  of  my  spirit,  body  and 
soul. 
Make  room  for  only  You,  Jesus 

Come  in  —  take  complete  control. 
Come  in,  Jesus,  and  be  seated  — 

Help  me  understand  Your  will; 
Cleanse  me,  wash  me,  purge  me 

As  I  climb  every  mountain  and 
hill. 
Make  room  for  only  You,  Jesus; 

Take  charge  —  move  me  out; 
Come  in,  Jesus,  and  remove  every  sin, 

Remove  all  fear  and  doubt. 
Let  Your  glory  by  my  glory, 

My  life  is  a  great  treasure. 
May  Your  moving  truck  —  Your  Holy 
Spirit  — 

Cleanse  me  beyond  measure. 
Come  in,  Jesus,  with  a  precious  joy, 

Come  In,  Jesus,  and  live  within; 
Come  in,  Jesus,  and  be  seated  — 

All  spiritual  warfare  we  can  win. 

Ruth  De  Lozer 

Ashland,  Ohio 


to  me,  as  we  were  very  close.  Being  an 
emotional  person  by  nature,  I  found 
this  hard  to  take,  but  life  must  go  on. 

In  the  winters  of  1985-86  and  1986- 
87  I  felt  led  to  assist  with  the  work  in 
the  mission  church  in  Valrico,  Fla.  — 
the  Bloomingdale  Community  Church 
—  which  was  started  by  Rev.  Keith 
Bennett  but  more  recently  has  been 
served  by  Rev.  Charles  Ankney  and 
his  family.  I  was  privileged  to  see  this 
church  develop  and  grow  under  the 
Holy  Spirit's  guidance  and  Pastor 
Ankney 's  ministry.  The  congregation 
was  able  to  put  on  a  much-needed  ad- 
dition and  to  complete  it  in  record 
time  without  incurring  further  in- 
debtedness. 

It  has  been  a  real  privilege  for  me  to 
work  with  these  dedicated  pastors 
these  six  winters.  And  as  long  as  the 
Lord  gives  me  strength,  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  help  wherever  He  leads.  I 
celebrated  my  73rd  birthday  in  the 
Valrico  church,  where  they  gave  me  a 
lovely  celebration.  I  have  made  many 
new  and  loving  friends  in  these  terms 
of  service,  and  the  experiences  have 
been  most  fulfilling. 

I  guess  I  acquired  my  interest  in 
missions  from  my  preacher  brother  — 
J.  Wesley  Piatt,  who  was  a  mission 
pastor  in  the  Manteca,  Calif,  area  and 
was  instrumental  in  starting  other 
churches  in  that  area.  Also,  we  had 
many  missionary  friends  who  spent 
time  in  our  home,  among  whom  was 
Dr.  C.F.  Yoder,  a  personal  friend  of 
ours  during  my  growing-up  years. 

The  following  poem  by  Margaret  R. 
Cole  seems  to  fit  my  efforts  to  serve. 

My  Gift 

What  have  I  to  offer  Thee,  Lord1? 

A  mind  quick  and  alert1? 
Time  for  long-range  plans  ahead? 

Wisdom  Thy  truths  to  assert? 
Preparational  training  for  Thy  work, 

Or  skills  or  talents  bright? 
No  none  of  these  are  mine  to  give, 

I  have  only  a  widow's  mite. 
A  life  near  spent,  my  only  gift 

What  a  trifle  for  a  King! 
Oh,  that  I  had  a  more  worthy  one, 

But  such  as  I  have  I  bring, 
And  offer  it  all,  and  may  it,  I  pray, 

Be  acceptable  in  Thy  sight. 
Humbly  upon  Thy  altar,  Lord, 

I  lay  down  my  widow's  mite. 

Mabel  Hepler 
Berlin,  Pa. 


God's  Peace  Plan 


In  Philippians  4:6-7,  the  Apostle  Paul 
spells  out  God's  plan  for  inner  peace. 


FOR  most  of  a  year  I  lived  in  the 
heart  of  New  York's  Manhattan 
Island.  Based  on  my  brief  experi- 
ence, I  can  tell  you  that  the  worst 
pollutant  in  that  melting  pot  of  a 
city  is  not  the  garbage  nor  the  dirt, 
not  even  the  smog.  It's  the  noise. 

Traffic  noise.  Construction  noise. 
People  noise.  Airplane  noise.  Train 
noise.  Twenty-four-hour-a-day  noise. 
In  fact,  the  only  time  New  York  City 
isn't  noisy  is  a  few  hours  Sunday 
morning  when  man  and  machine 
fall  silent. 

I  now  live  in  a  metropolis  on  the 
west  coast:  Seattle.  Though  a  peanut 
compared  to  the  size  and  complexity 
of  New  York,  this  urban  area  is  pro- 
ducing its  share  of  noise.  For  several 
years  we  lived  only  a  block  from  In- 
terstate 5,  where  the  race-track  roar 
of  traffic  filled  our  ears  night  and 
day. 

Now  we  live  just  north  of  the  city 
in  a  quiet  little  community  on  the 
shores  of  Puget  Sound.  About  the 
only  noise  here  is  the  clatter  of  a 
passing  train  or  the  muffled  sound  of 
a  tanker  truck  grinding  its  way  up 
the  hill  from  an  oil  transfer  station 
to  the  freeway  four  miles  to  the  east. 
We  also  hear  birds  singing  in  the 
trees  and  children  at  play.  Occasion- 
ally, we  hear  the  barking  of  a  sea 
lion.  The  outer  peace  of  this  place  is 
wonderful. 

But  the  message  of  this  article  is 
not  the  pleasures  of  outward  calm. 
Rather,  I  want  to  focus  on  inner 
peace.  Peace  of  mind.  Peace  of  heart 
and  soul.  The  peace  of  God  that 
passes  all  understanding. 

For  most  people,   I   think,   inner 

Mr.  Schoenhals  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  lives  in  Seattle,  Wash. 
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By  G.  Roger  Schoenhals 

peace  is  tied  to  how  calm  things  are 
on  the  outside.  When  outward  cir- 
cumstances begin  to  clang  and  bang, 
inner  tranquility  collapses.  Noise, 
like  a  skipping  rock,  disrupts  the 
placid  lake  of  inner  peace. 

In  our  noisy,  hectic  world  people 
go  to  great  lengths  to  find  peace  of 
mind.  Some  turn  to  the  artificial 
quietness  produced  by  narcotics  and 
depressants.  Others  try  the  mysti- 
cism and  meditation  route  that 
promises  rest  for  the  frazzled  soul. 

But  then  there's  God's  plan  for 
peace  —  a  plan  not  so  much  for  the 
Middle  East,  but  for  the  middle  of 
the  soul.  A  plan  to  keep  His  deep,  in- 
destructible peace  alive  and  domi- 
nant in  our  lives. 

The  plan  is  laid  out  in  chapter  4  of 
Philippians,  verses  6  and  7: 

Have  no  anxiety  about  anything, 
but  in  everything  by  prayer  and 
supplication  with  thanksgiving 
let  your  requests  be  made  known 
to  God.  And  the  peace  of  God, 
which  passes  all  understanding, 
will  keep  your  hearts  and  minds 
in  Christ  Jesus* 

Here  St.  Paul  addresses  three 
things:  The  annoying  clatter  of  our 
anxieties;  the  all-inclusive  content 
of  our  requests;  and  the  awesome 
calm  of  God's  peace. 

1.  Our  Anxieties 

The  "anxiety"  Paul  is  speaking  of 
here  is  different  from  the  kind  the 
psychiatrist  means  when  he  uses  the 
word  to  describe  a  form  of  emotional 
illness.  Paul  is  not  referring  to 
neurotic  anxiety,  which  is  a  sort  of 
free-floating   apprehension;    a   rest- 

*Quotations  from  the  Bible  are  from  the 
Revised  Standard  Version. 


less,  jittery  mood  without  a  refer- 
ence point. 

Rather,  the  anxiety  Paul  points  to 
here  is  a  worrisome,  fretting,  up- 
tight disposition  of  mind  that  breeds 
such  common  results  as  indigestion, 
sleeplessness,  crankiness,  and  nerv- 
ousness. He's  referring  to  those  daily 
worries  that  get  under  our  skin  and 
rob  us  of  peace.  Here's  a  partial  list: 

How  am  I  going  to  pay  the  bills? 

How  can  I  get  all  this  work  done 
in  time? 

Will  I  get  a  promotion? 

Will  I  be  forsaken  in  my  old  age? 

What  shall  I  fix  for  dinner? 

Will  my  children  turn  out  okay? 

How  can  I  get  people  to  like  me? 

What  shall  I  wear? 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
Jesus  said,  "Do  not  be  anxious  about 
your  life."  And  that's  what  Paul  is 
echoing  here.  Don't  allow  yourself  to 
be  overcome  with  worry  and  undue 
concern.  Don't  let  anything  (large  or 
small)  sneak  into  your  life  and  steal 
your  peace. 

Good  advice.  But  how  do  we  actu- 
ally accomplish  this?  It's  one  thing 
to  say,  "Don't  worry,"  but  another  to 
provide  a  plan  to  follow.  Consider, 
then,  the  place  of  prayer. 

2.  Prayer  and  Peace. 

Even  though  God  knows  all  things 
before  we  think  or  speak  them,  He 
desires  that  we  act  out  our  faith  by 
making  our  needs  known  to  Him. 
Our  prayer  of  faith  releases  His 
power  within  us.  Such  prayer  is  the 
door  to  peace. 

In  this  passage  of  Scripture,  Paul 
says  five  things  about  prayer.  First, 
our  prayers  are  to  be  inclusive.  He 
says,  "in  everything  by  prayer  .  .  .  ." 
No  problem  is  too  big  for  God  to 
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handle  and  nothing  is  so  small  as  to 
escape  His  fatherly  care.  He  who  has 
the  very  hairs  of  our  head  num- 
bered; who  sees  every  falling  spar- 
row; who's  thoughts  toward  us  are 
more  than  the  sands  of  the  sea;  He  it 
is  who  listens  intently  to  the  prayers 
of  His  children. 

No  matter  what  it  is,  if  it's  big 
enough  to  disrupt  our  inner  peace, 
it's  big  enough  to  bring  before  the 
throne  of  Grace.  So  the  first  step  in 
discovering  the  peace  of  God  is  to 
bring  our  inner  clatter  to  Him. 

Second,  Paul  uses  the  word 
"prayer."  In  the  original  language, 
the  term  means  general  prayer  and 
suggests  a  spirit  of  devotion.  It's  an 
attitude  of  heart  that  is  soft  and  fer- 
tile and  predisposed  toward  prayer. 

When  Paul  exhorted  the  Thessalo- 
nians  to  pray  without  ceasing,  he 
was  speaking  of  an  attitude  of 
prayerfulness.  And  that  is  what  he 
is  getting  at  here.  Simply  put,  the 
second  step  in  finding  peace 
through  prayer  is  to  prepare  our 
hearts,  to  place  ourselves  in  an  at- 
titude of  worship  and  devotion. 

This  may  require  a  physical 
change  of  location.  That  is,  we  may 
need  to  get  by  ourselves,  away  from 
the  distractions  of  the  moment.  We 
may  need  to  turn  off  the  TV  and  go 
into  the  bedroom  and  close  the  door. 

Reading  the  Bible,  listening  to 
sacred  music,  writing  out  a  prayer, 
or  just  listing  blessings  are  helpful 
tools  to  prepare  the  heart  for  prayer. 

The  third  key  word  in  this  peace 
plan  is  the  term,  "supplication."  As 
we  bring  to  God  those  concerns  that 
cause  us  anxiety,  we  are  not  to  be 
casual  about  it.  Rather,  we  are  en- 
couraged to  offer  earnest  prayer. 
Supplication  suggests  intensity  and 
perseverance. 

Some  worries  seem  to  disappear 
easily  with  but  a  whisper  of  prayer. 
Others  hang  around  for  weeks.  Our 
prayers  will  prevail  as  we  earnestly 
and  continually  pour  out  our  hearts 
in  supplication.  We  are  to  persevere 
if  God's  peace  seems  elusive.  Just  as 
Jesus  had  to  struggle  against  temp- 
tation in  the  wilderness  for  forty 
days,  so  we  may  occasionally  find  it 
necessary  to  pray  repeatedly  and  dil- 
ligently  for  a  particular  need. 

The  fourth  word  regarding 
prayer  is  "request."  In  addition  to  a 
general  attitude  of  prayer,  we  are  to 
bring  specific  petitions  before  the 


Lord.  What  is  it  that  causes  the  anx- 
iety? Name  it  in  prayer.  Make  the 
request  clear  and  simple. 

Such  detail  is  not  for  God's  bene- 
fit, but  for  ours.  By  making  specific 
requests  to  God,  we  are  able  to  iso- 
late our  needs,  focus  individually  on 
them,  and  open  our  minds  to  God's 
precise  response.  Some  people  find  it 
helpful  to  use  a  notebook  and  list 
both  the  petition  and  the  answers. 

Now,  after  we  have  come  to  the 
Lord  in  prayer  with  whatever  it  is 
that  troubles  us;  after  we  have 
drawn  near  to  Him  in  an  attitude  of 
prayer,  after  we  have  presented  our 
specific  needs  to  Him  in  a  spirit  of 
earnest  supplication;  we  are  ready 
for  step  five,  thanksgiving. 

The  writer  to  the  Hebrews  defined 
faith  as  "the  assurance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  conviction  of  things 
not  seen."  That's  what  Paul  is  talk- 
ing about  here.  To  pray  with 
thanksgiving  is  to  express  faith.  We 
move  beyond  the  asking  stage  to  the 
faith  stage. 

We  thank  God  for  who  He  is.  We 
thank  Him  for  hearing  us  and  for 
His  promises  and  faithfulness.  We 
praise  Him  for  loving  us  and  for  His 
goodness.  With  thankful  hearts  we 
claim  that  wonderful  inner  peace 
that  comes  to  one  who,  like  a  child, 
finds  security  and  provision  in  a  lov- 
ing parent. 

3.  God's  Wonderful  Peace 

In  chapter  four  of  his  Gospel,  John 
tells  of  Jesus  being  with  His  disci- 
ples in  a  boat  on  a  stormy  sea.  The 
waves  lash  the  boat  and  water 
rushes  in.  Panic  and  terror  seize  the 
disciples.  They  plead  with  Jesus  to 
do  something. 

We  see  Him  stand,  face  the  wind 
and  the  waves,  and  say,  "Peace,  be 
still!"  Suddenly  a  great  calm  settles 
upon  the  scene.  An  awesome  silence. 
And  the  disciples,  who  had  been 
fearful  of  the  sea,  now  tremble  with 
an  even  greater  fear.  The  Lord  God 
is  in  their  midst  and  He  has  silenced 
the  sea. 

The  Lord  says  the  same  thing  to 
our  anxieties  and  worries  when  we 
turn  to  Him  in  prayer.  If  we  will  ask 
Him,  He  will  speak  His  word  of 
peace  to  the  inner  storm. 

This  peace  is  not  the  cheap  substi- 
tutes we  often  strive  so  hard  to  ob- 
tain. This  is  God's  peace;  peace  that 


passes  human  understanding.  This 
peace  pervades  and  surrounds  His 
existence.  Jesus  said,  "Peace  I  leave 
with  you;  my  peace  I  give  to  you;  not 
as  the  world  gives  do  I  give  to  you. 
Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled, 
neither  let  them  be  afraid." 

Paul  says  that  this  peace  of  God 
will  "keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in 
Christ  Jesus."  The  original  word  for 
"keep"  is  better  rendered  "to  stand 
guard  over,  or  to  stand  as  sentinel." 
It  is  a  military  word  and  it  refers  to 
the  soldier  who  walks  back  and  forth 
in  front  of  the  gate  keeping  guard 
over  all  that  is  within. 

"No  problem  is  too  big  for 
God  to  handle  and  nothing 
is  so  small  as  to  escape 
His  fatherly  care." 

The  peace  of  God  does  the  same 
thing  for  the  believer.  As  long  as  His 
peace  abides  in  our  hearts,  we  can, 
as  John  says,  have  confidence  before 
God.  We  have  the  assurance  that  we 
belong  to  Him  and  that  we  are  walk- 
ing in  his  will. 

But  the  moment  the  sin  of  faith- 
lessness (which  is  really  another 
word  for  worry)  enters  our  minds, 
the  peace  is  disturbed  and  we  are 
alerted  to  the  danger.  The  breaking 
of  the  peace  is  a  signal  that  we  need 
to  bring  something  earnestly  and 
specifically  before  the  Lord  (with 
thanksgiving)  in  order  that  the 
peace  may  be  restored  and  that  we 
may  continue  safely  on  our  way, 
walking  in  the  will  of  God. 

It  doesn't  take  a  bulldog  type 
problem  to  disrupt  a  peaceful  heart. 
Little  things,  yapping  terrier  type 
concerns,  can  hound  us  to  the  point 
that  we  turn  our  attention  from  God 
to  the  irritant.  Soon  we  are  em- 
broiled in  a  cycle  of  worry. 

How  do  we  break  out?  We  bring 
the  anxiety-causing  concern  to  the 
Lord,  knowing  that  whatever  it  is, 
He  cares.  We  draw  near  to  Him  in  a 
spirit  of  prayer.  We  present  our  re- 
quest to  Him,  naming  it  specifically. 
We  offer  it  earnestly  and,  if  neces- 
sary, repeatedly.  Finally,  we  joyfully 
express  our  confidence  in  the  Lord, 
who  hears  and  answers  prayer. 

As  we  follow  God's  plan  for  peace, 
we  find  our  hearts  filled  with  some- 
thing the  world  neither  knows  nor 
understands.  We  enjoy  the  wonder- 
ful peace  of  God.  [f] 
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Financing 


By  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz 
President,  Ashland  College 

GENERAL  MOTORS  recently 
made  a  gift  of  $50,000  to 
Ashland  College.  The  reason  for 
this  gift  was  the  company's  reali- 
zation that  the  tuition  of  its 
employees  who  take  courses  at 
Ashland  College  does  not  com- 
pletely cover  the  total  real  cost  of 
education.  General  Motors  is  a  re- 
sponsible company  and  chose  to 
pay  the  total  bill. 

Ashland  College  depends  heav- 
ily upon  tuition  to  balance  its 
budget.  In  addition  to  tuition  fees, 
however,  the  College  must  raise 
$880,000  to  balance  the  budget.  In 
the  1987-88  budget  of  $24,537,812, 
the  need  for  gifts  may  not  appear 
critical.  However,  it  is  most  criti- 
cal when  it  is  applied  to  individual 
student  scholarships. 

Approximately  $3.3  million  of 
the  College's  total  budget  goes  for 
scholarships.  Seventy-seven  per- 
cent of  the  students  at  Ashland 
College  receive  some  form  of  finan- 
cial aid.  The  average  financial  aid 
package  for  these  77  percent  of 
students  is  approximately  $3,500. 

When  financial  aids  are  sub- 
tracted from  the  total  bill,  it  very 
often  makes  it  possible  for  any 
Brethren  student  to  attend  Ash- 
land College.  The  real  costs  at 
Ashland  College  are  often  very 
near  the  costs  at  state  universities. 

The  important  fact  to  realize  is 
that  most  financial  aid  is  given  on 
the  basis  of  a  student's  financial 
need.  Parents  of  college-age  stu- 
dents must  complete  an  FAF  form 
and  send  it  to  the  national  testing 


Education 


AC  President  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz  takes  time  from  his  busy  schedule  during 
the  second  week  of  classes  to  talk  with  Brethren  students  Ryan  Gordon  (a  junior 
from  Bradenton,  Fla.)  and  Jean  Moe  (a  senior  from  Sarasota,  Fla.). 


service.  This  form  is  obtained  at 
any  high  school,  and  the  informa- 
tion is  sent  confidentially  to  the 
college  or  university  of  a  student's 
choice.  This  is  necessary  before 
any  state  or  federal  resources  can 
be  made  available  to  a  student. 

There  are  also  scholarships  that 
are  given  upon  the  basis  of  student 
achievement.  These  do  not  require 
an  FAF  form,  but  are  given  on  the 
basis  of  a  student's  high  school 
grade  point  average  or  some  other 
academic  or  athletic  achievement. 

Why  should  The  Brethren 
Church  support  Ashland  College? 
—  A  Christian  president,  Chris- 
tian teachers,  Hope  Fellowship 
where  hundreds  of  students  come 
together  each  Wednesday  night  to 


worship  and  pray,  Bible  studies  in 
dorms,  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes,  worship  services  and 
convocations,  an  excellent  college 
church  and  Christian  advisors  who 
direct  and  keep  them  in  The 
Brethren  Church,  the  opportunity 
of  meeting  other  Brethren  stu- 
dents, and  the  opportunity  of  being 
trained  for  ordained  or  lay  minis- 
tries. 

The  Brethren  Church  is  upheld 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  by 
faculty  and  administrators.  The 
Brethren  Church  is  upheld  in 
many,  many  other  ways. 

Why  not  support  Brethren  schol- 
arships and  Ashland  College 
through  your  Educational  Day 
Offerings?  Thank  you.  [t] 
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FINANCIAL  AID  DIRECTORY 

AID  NOT 
BASED 
ON  NEED 

(no  FAF  required) 

TYPE 

ELIGIBILITY 

AC  Scholar  Test 

UP  TO  FULL  TUITION,  ROOM 
AND  BOARD 

Must  be  a  high  school  senior  and  have  applied  for  admission  to 
AC.  Tests  on  November  7,  1987  and  March  5,  1988. 

Presidential  Scholarship 

$2,000 

High  school  academic  GPA  of  3.25  or  above 

Merit  Scholarship 

$800 

High  school  academic  GPA  of  2.50  to  3.24 

Family  Grant 

50%  TUITION 

One  other  member  of  the  immediate  family  at  AC  receiving  no 
institutional  aid 

Alumnus  Grant 

$600 

A  son  or  daughter  of  an  AC  alumnus 

Girls'  State  Grant 

$600 

A  high  school  participant  of  Ohio  Girls'  State  conference  at  AC 

Brethren  Grant 

$800 

A  member  of  The  Brethren  Church  headquartered  in  Ashland,  OH 

Art,  Music,  Drama,  Athletic  Grants 

Varies 

By  audition  and/or  interview 

Transfer  Scholarship 

$2,000 

Associate  degree  and  at  least  a  3.0  college  academic  GPA 

John  M.  Ashbrook  Scholarship 

$1,000  PER  YEAR 

Full-time  student  interested  in  public  affairs,  political  science,  pre-law 
or  history.  Essay  and  minimum  GPA  of  2.5  required. 

Choice  Grant 

$600 

Ohio  resident  pursuing  a  bachelor's  degree;  not  enrolled  as  a  full-time 
student  in  an  institution  of  higher  education  on  or  prior  to  July  1, 
1984 

AID 
BASED 
ON  NEED 

(FAF  required) 

Pell  Grant 

UP  TO  $2,100 

Enrolled  for  6  or  more  semester  hours;  FAF  determines  eligibility 

Supplementary  Education 
Opportunity  Grant  (SEOG) 

Varies 

Full-time  student;  FAF  determines  eligibility 

Ohio  Instructional  Grant  (OIG) 

UP  TO  $3,306 

Full-time  student;  Ohio  resident;  the  gross  family  income  must  be  un- 
der $25,000  per  year;  OIG  application  required 

Pennsylvania  State  Grant  (PHEAA) 

Full-time  student;  Pennsylvania  resident;  PHEAA  application  required 

Educational  Assistance  Grant 

Varies 

Full-time  student;  FAF  determines  eligibility 

College  Work-Study  (CWS) 

Varies 

Full-time  student;  FAF  determines  eligibility 

Perkins  National  Direct  Student 

Loan  (NDSL) 

UP  TO  $1,000  THE  FIRST  YEAR 

Full-time  student;  FAF  determines  eligibility 

Guaranteed  Student  Loan  (GSL) 

UP  TO  $2625  THE  FIRST  YEAR; 
A  MAXIMUM  OF  $17,250  FOR 
UNDERGRADUATE  STUDY 

Enrolled  for  6  or  more  semester  hours;  FAF  determines  eligibility 
Application  available  from  lending  institution 

Parent  Loan  (PLUS) 

UP  TO  $4,000  PER  YEAR;  A 
MAXIMUM  OF  $20,000  FOR 
UNDERGRADUATE  STUDY 

Enrolled  for  6  or  more  semester  hours;  application  available  from 
lending  institution 

Huntington  Revolving  Loan 

UP  TO  $2,000  PER  YEAR 

Enrolled  full-time 
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Those  Who  Make 


By  James  D.  Harvey 

I  WOULD  like  to  take  this  op- 
portunity to  tell  you  a  story.  It 
relates  to  the  field  of  fund  raising, 
but  more  particularly,  how  leader- 
ship, commitment,  and  a  strong 
spiritual  belief  impact  our  educa- 
tional institutions. 

This  story  deals  with  the  truism 
that  people  give  to  people.  It  is 
about  an  individual  with  whom  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  working 
and  by  whose  example  I  have  been 
inspired. 

This  individual  is  now  an  oc- 
togenarian. His  sense  for  philan- 
throphy  had  its  beginnings  in  his 
childhood  in  Europe,  where  he  lost 
his  father  at  an  early  age.  He  later 
came  to  this  country  to  pursue  the 
American  dream.  From  meager  be- 
ginnings, but  with  industriousness 
and  God-given  skills,  he  started  a 
small  machine  shop  with  another 
tool  and  diemaker.  Their  one-room 
workshop  grew  into  one  of  our 
major  manufacturing  companies. 
During  this  time  this  gentleman 
never  lost  sight  of  those  values 
which  give  true  meaning  to  life  — 
fellowship  and  concern  for  other 
human  beings. 

He  believes  that  each  generation 
has  the  responsibility  to  provide  a 
legacy  for  succeeding  generations. 
His  commitment  to  honesty,  integ- 
rity, family,  church,  and  the  social 
organizations  of  his  community 
were  exemplified  by  his  willing- 
ness to  provide  active  leadership. 
Modest  and  humble,  quiet  but 
forceful,  he  believes  that  it  is  his 

Mr.  Harvey  is  vice  president  for  institu- 
tional advancement  at  Ashland  College. 


a  Difference 


James  Harvey  (I),  vice  president  for  institutional  advancement,  discusses  Ash- 
land College  enrollment  and  student  finances  with  Carl  Gerbasi,  executive  director 
of  admissions  and  financial  aid. 


responsibility  to  be  generous  with 
the  gifts  God  has  bestowed  upon 
him. 

His  personal  and  corporate 
philanthropy  has  made  an  enor- 
mous difference  for  several  non- 
profit organizations.  But  the  great- 
er impact  was  his  personal  dedica- 
tion to  lead  by  example.  His 
generosity  would  establish  the 
goals  for  others.  He  would  never 
ask  anyone  to  give  without  first 
making  his  own  personal  gift,  and 
his  commitment  became  an  inspi- 
ration to  others. 

He  lives  by  the  philosophy  that 
if  you  are  asked  to  contribute  to  an 
institution  or  organization  and  if 
you  believe  in  that  organization's 
purposes  and  mission,  then  "your 
contribution  should  be  great 
enough  that  it  hurts  a  little  and 


stretches  your  resources." 

I  relate  this  story  to  illustrate 
how  important  leadership  and 
commitment  are  to  successful  fund 
raising  for  our  colleges  and  univer- 
sities. 

Last  year  Ashland  College, 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  and  the  president, 
achieved  a  record  year  in  total  giv- 
ing and  contributions  for  opera- 
tions. Gifts  from  all  constituencies 
totaled  more  than  $3,683,713, 
which  was  an  increase  of 
$1,198,000  over  1985-86. 

The  five-year  capital  campaign, 
"Partnership  in  Excellence,"  con- 
cluded its  second  year  with 
$8,600,000  pledged  toward  the 
$14,000,000  goal.  Gifts  secured 
from  this  campaign  will  be  used  to 
endow     faculty     chairs,     support 
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scholarship  and  financial  aid,  and 
beautify  the  campus. 

A  successful  campaign  will 
strengthen  the  college's  overall 
position  and  add  financial  stability 
through  increased  endowment  and 
greater  support  for  student  finan- 
cial aid  to  which  the  college  pro- 
vides more  than  $3.3  million  from 
the  current  budget. 

Ashland  College's  academic  and 
programmatic  success  is  based 
upon  its  financial  success  and  its 
ability  to  attract  donors  committed 
to  the  ideals  of  independent,  pri- 
vate higher  education.  To  balance 
the  budget  of  $24,500,000  for 
1987-88,  the  college  must  raise 
$882,000  for  operations.  The  fol- 
lowing goals  have  been  established 


by  the  Development  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  con- 
stituencies listed. 


DIVISION 

GOAL 

Trustees 

$260,000 

President's  Advisory 

Council 

12,000 

Corporations 

100,000 

Matching  Gifts 

15,000 

Foundations 

65,000 

Church  (Seminary) 

115,000 

Alumni 

93,500 

Parents 

10,500 

Employees 

22,000 

Non  Alumni 

85,000 

Ohio  Foundation  for  In- 

dependent Colleges 

95,000 

Planned  Giving 

9,000 

$882,000 


I  began  with  a  story  to  illustrate 
that  leadership  and  commitment 
are  important  and  vital  elements 
in  our  find-raising  program.  A  suc- 
cessful campaign  will  assist  Ash- 
land College  in  achieving  its  mis- 
sion of  providing  for  the  total  de- 
velopment of  our  young  people  to 
their  fullest  potential.  The  en- 
thusiasm we  share  becomes  con- 
tagious and  provides  inspiration. 
Ashland  College  deserves  your  in- 
volvement and  financial  support. 
We  hope  you  will  affirm  your  faith 
in  the  ideals  of  our  institution  to 
your  associates  and  friends,  and 
invite  them  to  join  us  in  our  vision 
for  Ashland  College,  as  we  seek 
our  goals  of  "AC'cent  on  the  Indi- 
vidual." [t] 


A  Memorial  to  AG's  Early  Years 


Ashland  College  and  community 
leaders  met  Friday  afternoon,  Sep- 
tember 11,  in  front  of  Founders 
Hall  on  the  AC  campus  to  rededi- 
cate  the  newly  refurbished  area 
known  as  Jones  Terrace. 

The  terrace,  originally  built  in 
1957,  underwent  extensive  stone 
and  brick  work  this  summer  as 
part  of  the  college's  campus 
beautification  project. 

"Jones  Terrace  is  now  a  memo- 
rial to  everything  that  went  on  at 
Ashland  College  before  1957,"  said 
Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton,  president 
emeritus,  at  the  rededication. 

It  was  that  year  that  Rev. 
George  and  Jessie  Jones,  who 
served  the  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Second 
Brethren  Church,  contacted  then- 
president  Clayton  about  contribut- 
ing a  memorial  to  their  son,  Earl 
E.  Jones,  who  attended  AC  in 
1920-21  and  was  killed  in  1921. 
They  decided  that  the  sloping  area 
in  front  of  Founders  would  make 
an  ideal  location. 

The  terrace,  which  is  "dedicated 
to  the  pleasurable  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  young  people  who 
attend  Ashland  College,"  features 
symbols  of  three  major  events  in 
the  school's  history:  a  stone  en- 
graved "1881"  commemorating  the 
first  AC  graduating  class;  a  stone 
bench  engraved  "1904"  in  recogni- 


tion of  the  first  four-year  class 
after  the  reopening  of  the  college; 
and  the  keystone  and  cornerstone 
saved  from  the  original  Founders 
Hall,  which  burned  in  1952. 

The  refurbishing  of  Jones  Ter- 
race was  only  part  of  the  summer 
campus  beautification  program. 
Several  cement  or  paved  walkways 
were  torn  out  and  replaced  with 
brick  walkways,  and  the  roadway 
behind  Founders  and  Miller  Halls 
was  torn  out  and  replaced  with 
two  concrete  walkways  bordered 
by  numerous  trees,  shrubs,  and 
flowers. 


Above,  a  section  of  the  refurbished 
terrace.  Below,  AC  President  Emeritus 
Glenn  L.  Clayton  examines  the  new 
plaque  on  the  monument  at  the  center  of 
the  terrace. 
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Dr.  Don  Rinehart  counsels  a  student  in  his  office. 


Education,  Family  Style 


By  Randy  Sarvis 


'  7  am  firm  in  my  belief  that  a  teacher  lives 
on  and  on  through  his  students.  Good  teaching 
is  forever  and  the  teacher  is  immortal. 

—  Jesse  Stuart,  author-educator 

Don  and  Jan  Rinehart  realize  the  invaluable 
lessons  learned  from  their  teachers,  and  they 
are  passing  on  this  knowledge  to  their  own 
students  -  perpetuating  what  has  become  one 
of  Ashland  College's  most  cherished  traditions. 

"There  is  a  deep  sense  of  caring  at  Ashland 
College  that  really  calls  upon  the  very  best  from 
the  individual  and  creates  such  a  conducive  en- 
vironment for  learning,"  according  to  Dr. 
Donald  Rinehart,  professor  of  religion  and  dean 
of  AC's  School  of  Arts  and  Humanities.  "So 
many  members  of  the  faculty  have  a  tremen- 
dous commitment  to  this  institution." 

Ashland  College  and  excellence  in  education 
have  gone  hand-in-hand  for  the  Rineharts,  as 
24  members  of  three  generations  of  the  extend- 
ed Rinehart/Klingensmith  family  have  been  af- 
filiated with  the  college,  most  of  whom  entered 
the  field  of  education. 

Don,  who  graduated  from  Ashland  College 
with  a  bachelor  of  science  in  education  degree 
in  1959,  has  been  teaching  at  the  college  since 
1969,  having  served  as  chairman  of  the  religion 
department  for  five  years  and  dean  since  1982. 
He  earned  bachelor  and  master  of  divinity 
degrees  at  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  in  ad- 
dition to  a  master  of  education  degree  from  the 
University  of  Arizona  and  doctor  of  ministry 
from  the  Consortium  of  Higher  Education  and 
Religious  Studies.  Don  was  a  pastor  of  the 
Brethren  Church  in  Smithville  for  several  years 
during  the  1960s,  and  currently  serves  as  pastor 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Lex- 
ington. He  was  recently  elected  to  the  Ashland 


County  United  Appeal  Board  of  Trustees  and 
has  been  active  coaching  YMCA  programs  and 
summer  youth  sports. 

His  wife,  the  former  Janet  Klingensmith, 
came  to  Ashland  College  from  Washington 
D.C.,  before  graduating  in  1959  with  a  bachelor 
of  science  in  education.  She  earned  a  master 
in  education  degree  from  AC  in  1979.  "I  met 
Don  at  the  end  of  my  freshman  year  when  we 
were  working  on  a  student  senate  committee 
together,"  Jan  said.  ("That  was  the  first  that 
she  was  aware  of  me,  but  I  had  admired  her 
from  afar  for  many  months,"  Don  added).  Jan 
has  been  an  elementary  teacher  for  23  years, 
serving  at  a  school  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  Green 
Local  in  Wayne  County  and  at  Ashland.  She 
was  nominated  and  elected  by  her  peers  as 
Ashland  City  Schools'  1987  "Teacher  of  the 
Year." 

"There  is  a  deep  sense  of  car- 
ing at  Ashland  College  that 
really  calls  upon  the  very  best 
from  the  individual  and  creates 
such  a  conducive  environment 
for  learning. " 

"That  really  was  exciting  because  I  love  to 
teach,"  Jan  said,  noting  that  her  education  at 
Ashland  College  more  than  adequately  prepared 
her  for  a  career  in  education.  "I'm  proud  to 
be  affiliated  with  this  school.  I've  encouraged 
our  children  to  come  here,  and  many  others  as 
well."  Their  eldest  daughter,  Melissa, 
graduated  from  AC  in  1985  in  English  educa- 
tion, while  their  other  daughter,  Melinda,  is  a 
junior  majoring  in  elementary  education. 
Melissa's  husband,  Daniel  Acuna,  is  also  a 
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1985  AC  grad. 

Jan  has  worked  with  some  15  "very  well 
prepared"  student  teachers  from  the  college 
over  the  years.  "I  really  enjoy  being  a  part  of 
that  student-teacher  process,"  she  added.  "I'm 
glad  to  be  able  to  make  a  contribution  to  AC's 
teacher  education." 

Contribution  and  commitment  to  education 
are  just  two  of  the  many  ideals  that  make 
Ashland  College  such  a  unique  institution. 
"There  is  a  certain  intimacy  that  occurs  be- 
tween faculty  and  students  at  the  college,  a 
tradition  that  has  been  established  over  years, 
decades  and  generations  -  there  is  a  freedom 
to  explore  and  develop,"  Jan  said.  "Out  of 
those  roots  of  tradition  comes  strength." 

As  a  student,  Don  was  challenged  to  excel 
by  faculty  members  who  sometimes  believed 
more  in  their  students  than  the  students  believ- 
ed in  themselves.  "Part  of  the  devotion  and 
commitment  of  Ashland  College  graduates 
comes  from  the  faculty  that  were  devoted  to 
them  -  the  impact  was  much  more  than  the  con- 
tent of  the  course,"  he  said.  "The  faculty  is 
willing  to  invest  unselfishly  of  themselves 
because  they  have  a  commitment  that  goes 
beyond  contractual  obligations.  So  many  of  the 
faculty  have  had  opportunities  to  go  elsewhere 
and  teach,  but  they  have  chosen  to  stay  here." 

One  of  those  who  has  "stayed  here"  is  Dr. 
J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Jan's  father,  who  has 
taught  religion  courses  for  both  the  college  and 
seminary  for  the  last  31  years.  Still  going  strong 
at  nearly  80  years,  Dr.  Klingensmith  graduated 
from  AC  in  1931  and  from  the  seminary  in 
1934.  Named  an  Outstanding  AC  Alumnus  and 
the  recipient  of  an  honorary  doctor  of  humane 
letters  in  1977,  he  was  chairman  of  the  religion 
department    for    23    years    and,    at    one 
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This  article  is  reprinted 
from  AC'cent,  the  Ashland 
College  alumni  magazine,  and 
is  used  here  by  permission. 
The  writer,  Randy  Sarvis,  is 
news  bureau  editor  in  the  AC 
public  information  office. 

Two  additional  notes  of  in- 
terest to  Brethren  people:  Dr. 
Don  Rinehart  served  as  Gen- 
eral Conference  moderator  for 
The  Brethren  Church  in  1983. 
And  prior  to  coming  to  Ash- 
land College  in  1956,  Rev.  J. 
Ray  Klingensmith  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  a  Brethren 
pastor  and  from  1940  to  1945 
as  General  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Board  of  The 
Brethren  Church. 


point  in  the  mid-1960s,  single-handedly  taught 
800  students  in  religion.  He  has  pastored  Breth- 
ren churches  in  California,  Indiana,  Washington, 
D.C.  and  Ohio  as  part  of  his  60  years  in  the 
ministry. 

"There  is  a  certain  intimacy 
that  occurs  between  faculty  and 
students  at  the  college,  a  tradi- 
tion that  has  been  established 
over  years,  decades  and  genera- 
tions —  there  is  a  freedom  to 
explore  and  develop. " 

"I  came  to  Ashland  College  in  1926  in  a 
Model  T  Ford  with  $25  in  my  pocket,"  Dr. 
Klingensmith  said,  noting  that  seven  other  boys 
from  his  church  in  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  joined 
him  on  the  journey  to  Ashland  College.  "It  was 
always  a  very  friendly  school  where  everybody 
knew  each  other.  We  had  such  good  professors. 
They  never  leave  you  -  those  teachers  are 
always  with  you."  While  his  students  kept  him 
plenty  busy,  social  interaction  has  always  been 
an  important  part  of  campus  life.  "We  had 
weiner  roasts  at  a  farm  two  miles  from  the  col- 
lege," he  said.  "We'd  walk  out  there  hand-in- 
hand  with  the  girls  -  that  was  dating  back  then!" 

One  of  those  girls  Dr.  Klingensmith  had  his 
eye  on  was  Christine  Witter  Klingensmith,  a 
1930  AC  grad  from  Philadelphia,  who  later 
taught  first  grade  in  Washington,  D.C.  and 
Ashland.  Upon  her  graduation,  Mrs. 
Klingensmith  worked  in  the  business  office  and 
later  served  as  the  college  recorder  (registrar), 
a  position  in  which  she  played  a  key  part  in 
Ashland  College's  initial  acceptance  as  an  ac- 
credited member  of  the  North  Central  Associa- 


The  Rinehart/ Klingensmith  family  poses  for  a  family  photo  in  front  of  Founders  Hall. 
They  are  (I.  to  r.)  Dr.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith,  Christine  Klingensmith,  Dr.  Don  Rinehart, 
Melissa  Rinehart  Acuna,  Jan  Rinehart,  Melinda  Rinehart,  and  Dr.  Carroll  Rinehart. 
(Not  shown  is  Jan  and  Don's  son,  Todd,  an  Ashland  High  School  senior.) 


tion  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 

"He  belonged  to  the  California  Quartet,  so 
I  was  acquainted  with  him  long  before  we  ever 
went  on  a  date,"  Mrs.  Klingensmith  said.  It  was 
actually  after  their  graduation  from  AC,  while 
she  was  recorder  and  he  was  a  seminary  stu- 
dent, when  they  became  serious  about  each 
other. 

She  remembers  when  all  students  were  re- 
quired to  attend  religious  services  and  when  the 
college  had  just  a  handful  of  students  compared 
to  its  present-day  numbers.  "Chapel  was  re- 
quired of  everyone.  All  offices  closed  every- 
day at  10  a.m.  and  all  students  had  to  attend 
chapel,"  she  said.  "And  I  can  remember  (col- 
lege president)  Edwin  E.  Jacobs  being  ecstatic 
in  1929  when  he  learned  we  had  350  students 
enrolled."  Mrs.  Klingensmith  resided  in  Allen 
Hall  (later  razed  to  make  room  for  the  new 
library)  for  seven  years;  and  by  a  delightful 
coincidence,  Jan  wound  up  living  in  the  same 
room. 

Dr.  Klingensmith  recalls  when  the  college's 
ball  diamond  was  located  in  the  quad  and  the 
football  field  was  on  the  site  where  Clark  Hall 
is  currently  situated.  "There's  an  attachment, 
a  charisma  around  the  place  that  gets  a  hold  of 
you,"  he  said  in  explaining  his  love  for  the  col- 
lege. "You  can't  believe  how  the  Lord  has 
opened  doors  for  me  at  this  place.  The  Lord 
amply  took  care  of  us  for  50  years  -  so  I  thought 
'Why  not  keep  teaching?'" 

"I  think  my  dad  wants  to  retire  only  when 
he  goes  to  heaven,"  Jan  said  about  his  love  of 
his  profession.  Dr.  Klingensmith  has  taught  for 
the  last  dozen  years  without  a  salary. 

Another  member  of  this  remarkable  family 
who  continues  to  serve  as  an  educator  is  Don's 
brother  Carroll,  who  officially  retired  as  a 


music  teacher  in  the  Tucson  school  system  five 
years  ago,  but  continues  to  serve  nearly  full- 
time  as  a  visiting  professor  conducting 
workshops  in  music  education  for  middle  school 
students.  Indeed,  Carroll,  a  1948  Ashland 
graduate  with  a  bachelor  of  science  degree  in 
music  education,  returned  to  AC  the  last  three 
summers  to  teach  a  seminar  in  which  gifted 
children  conceive,  compose  and  perform  their 
own  operas.  The  author  of  the  internationally 
known  elementary  music  education  textbook 
"Spectrum  of  Music,"  Carroll  and  his  wife, 
1948  AC  salutatorian  Marilyn  Plank,  have 
authored  five  collections  of  choral  ar- 
rangements. Also,  their  daughter,  Kathryn 
Rinehart  Mitchell  and  her  husband,  Robert  Mit- 
chell, both  graduated  in  music  education  from 
Ashland  in  1971. 

"I've  seen  some  very  positive  growth  at  the 
college  over  the  years,"  said  Carroll,  who  was 
honored  by  the  college  with  a  doctor  of  humane 
letters  in  1971.  "In  one  sense,  there  is  a 
desirable  conservatism  and  stability;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  some  of  the  teachers  here  are  so 
creative  and  on  the  cutting  edge  of  education." 

Don  views  the  quality  facilities  and  expand- 
ing programs  -  along  with  the  commitment  of 
the  college's  faculty,  staff  and  administration 
-  as  assuring  a  bright  future  for  Ashland  Col- 
lege. Other  major  factors  are  the  legacy  and 
tradition  established  by  those  generations  of 
student-teacher  relationships. 

"For  me,  a  lot  of  it  has  to  do  with  the  roots 
that  were  established  when  I  was  a  student  here 
because  of  my  professors  and  the  church  affilia- 
tion," Don  said  about  the  "tremendous  dedica- 
tion" of  so  many  over  the  years.  "This  nur- 
tured my  love  for  Ashland  College,  which  con- 
tinues to  this  day." 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Solomons  Commissioned 
For  Service  in  Colombia 


Sarasota,  Fla.  —  A  commissioning 
service  was  held  Sunday  morning,  Au- 
gust 23,  at  the  Sarasota  First  Breth- 
ren Church  for  Tim  and  Jan  Solomon, 
candidates  for  missionary  service  in 
Colombia,  South  America. 

Rev.  James  R.  Black,  executive 
director  of  the  Missionary  Board  of 
The  Brethren  Church,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  service.  Tami  Gunden, 
a  popular  gospel  singer  and  recording 
artist,  presented  special  music.  The 
commissioning  for  the  Solomons  was 
conducted  by  Rev.  Black;  Dr.  J.D. 
Hamel,  Sarasota's  senior  pastor  and 
father  of  Jan  Solomon;  and  Rev.  Ken- 
neth Solomon,  Sarasota's  pastor  of 
evangelism/missions  and  father  of 
Tim. 

Tim,  son  of  former  Brethren  mis- 
sionaries Kenneth  and  Jeannette  Sol- 
omon, grew  up  on  the  mission  fields  of 
Argentina  and  Colombia.  He  has  an 
AA  degree  in  Business  Administration 
from  Manatee  Community  College, 
and  is  continuing  his  education  by  cor- 
respondence through  Southeastern 
Bible  College,  majoring  in  Bible  and 
Theology. 

He  works  as  an  announcer/producer 
for  WKZM  Christian  radio,  where  he 
has  been  employed  for  almost  nine 
years.  He  is  currently  church  trea- 
surer for  Iglesia  Hispana  de  los  Her- 
manos  (the  Hispanic  Brethren  Church 
of  Sarasota),  and  served  as  treasurer 
of  the  Florida  District  for  two  years. 

Jan,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.D.  and  Jean 
Hamel,  grew  up  in  the  congregation  of 
the  Sarasota  First  Brethren  Church. 
She  has  an  A.B.  degree  in  elementary 
and  early  childhood  education  from 
the  University  of  South  Florida,  from 
which  she  was  graduated  with  honors. 


At  right,  (I.  to  r.) 

Dr.  J.D.  Hamel,  Rev. 

James  R.  Black,  and  Rev. 

Kenneth  Solomon  lay  hands 

on  Tim  and  Jan  during  the 

commissioning  service. 

Below,  Tim,  Jan,  and 

Stephen  Timothy  (c.)  with 

Rev.  Black,  Lisa  Joy, 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.D.  Hamel 

(Jan's  parents),  and  Rev.  I 

and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Solomon 

(Tim's  parents). 


She  has  taught  fourth  grade,  junior 
and  senior  high  bands,  and  elemen- 
tary and  high  school  Spanish  at 
Sarasota  Christian  School,  where  she 
worked  for  five  years.  She  has  also 
done  children's  programming  for 
WKZM  radio.  She  currently  serves  as 
youth  director  for  the  Sarasota 
Church,  a  position  she  has  held  for 
more  than  two  years. 

Both  Tim  and  Jan  have  been  active 


for  many  years  in  the  Sarasota  First 
Brethren  Church,  and  they  are  the 
founders  of  the  church's  Hispanic 
ministry,  La  Iglesia  Hispana  de  los 
Hermonos. 

The  couple  has  two  children,  Lisa 
Joy  and  Stephen  Timothy.  The  family 
is  in  the  beginning  process  of  applying 
for  visas  to  Colombia  and  will  depart 
when  the  paperwork  is  completed  and 
visas  are  obtained. 


Brethren  House  Ministries 
Loses  Two  Team  Members 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  —  Erica  and  Jeff 
Weidenhamer,  members  of  the  Breth- 
ren House  Team  for  nearly  five  years, 
recently  moved  (with  their  three  chil- 
dren) to  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana, 
where  Jeff  will  do  post-doctoral  re- 
search in  biology  at  Louisiana  State 
University. 

During  their  stay  in  St.  Petersburg, 
where  Jeff  earned  his  Ph.  D.  at  the 


University  of  South  Florida,  the 
Weidenhamers  contributed  in  many 
ways  to  the  ministry  of  Brethren 
House  —  by  teaching,  helping  to  im- 
plement the  computer  system,  and  as- 
sisting in  the  development  of  Chris- 
tian education  resources  for  churches 
across  the  country  —  particularly  Cele- 
brate Advent,  Bible  Story  Action  Kit, 
God's  Wonder-full  World,  Noah's 
Family  Obeys  (game),  Alternative  Gift 
Giving  Guide,  Christopher's  Secret 
(filmstrip),  and  the  newsletter,  Breth- 
ren House  TIMES. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  Jeff  served 


as  church  treasurer,  and  Erica  took 
the  lead  in  planning  the  Sunday 
morning  activities  and  worship  for  the 
children.  "Their  service  has  been  valu- 
able and  will  be  missed  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, where  Erica  also  conducted  a 
preschool  child-care  center  in  their 
home,"  said  Phil  Lersch,  pastor  at 
Brethren  House. 

At  the  denominational  level,  Jeff  is 
a  member  and  secretary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Peace  Committee,  and 
Erica  is  a  member  and  secretary  of  the 
Brethren  World  Relief  Board. 

—  reported  by  Rev.  Phil  Lersch 
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S.E.  District  Conference  Features 
Message  by  DPM,  Music,  Testimonies 


McGaheysville,  Va.  —  The  South- 
eastern District  held  its  fall  confer- 
ence Saturday,  September  19,  at  the 
Mathias,  W.  Va.,  Brethren  Church, 
with  nearly  80  delegates  and  several 
guests  in  attendance. 

Following  a  brief  business  session 
during  the  morning,  denominational 
Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries  David 
Cooksey  addressed  the  conference  on 
the  theme,  "You  Are  the  Church."  He 
noted.  "All  that  most  people  will  ever 
know  about  Jesus  Christ  may  depend 
upon  you  and  me."  Referring  to  1 
Corinthians  15:1-11,  he  said  that  in 
spite  of  the  problems  in  Corinth  that 
Paul  addressed,  the  first  importance  to 
Paul  was  "the  gospel  —  this  represen- 
tation of  Jesus  Christ." 

Cooksey  listed  three  things  we  need 
to  work  on  in  The  Brethren  Church: 
(1)  We  need  pastors  and  people  who 
know  how  to  humble  themselves  in 
conflict;  (2)  We  need  to  be  honest  with 
ourselves  about  power  structures  — 


recognize  they  are  there  and  examine 
our  motives;  and  (3)  We  need  to  con- 
tinue/reestablish the  call  to  Brethren 
ministry  through  the  efforts  of  our 
pastors,  Sunday  school  teachers,  and 
congregations  as  a  whole. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  message, 
Rev.  Cooksey  answered  a  variety  of 
questions  posed  by  the  delegates. 

The  afternoon  program  included  a 
camp  report,  a  musical  program,  and 
time  for  testimonies.. 

Darryl  Shanholtz,  1987  director  of 
Camp  Pinnacles,  presented  a  narrated 
slide  program  on  the  two  weeks  of 
camp.  Shanholtz  was  assisted  by  brief 
comments  from  staff  members  and 
campers  throughout  the  program.  He 
also  unveiled  the  1988  camp  theme  — 
"Awesome  88." 

"Southeasterners  in  Song"  included 
congregational  singing  and  special 
numbers  presented  by  eight  different 
churches.  Unique  was  the  variety  of 
musical   instruments   used   —  piano, 


National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
Issues  Statement  Welcoming  Pope  to  U.S. 


Wheaton,  111.  —  When  Pope  John 
Paul  II  visited  the  U.S.  in  September, 
the  National  Association  of  Evangeli- 
cals, a  cooperative  body  representing 
more  than  50,000  local  churches  from 
71  denominations,  issued  a  statement 
welcoming  the  Roman  Catholic  pontiff 
to  our  country. 

The  statement  acknowledged  the 
pope's  stand  on  moral  issues  and  his 
conciliatory  efforts  around  the  world, 
and  applauded  him  for  his  vocal  oppo- 
sition to  abortion,  euthanasia,  and 
homosexual  activity;  his  concern  for 
the  poor;  and  his  efforts  to  promote 
political  and  religious  freedom. 

The  statement  also  expressed  ap- 
preciation for  "the  new  spirit  of  free- 
dom in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church," 
but  noted  that  John  Paul  II,  "like  his 
predecessors,  stands  for  all  of  the 
teachings  that  have  historically  di- 
vided a  biblically-rooted  evangelical 
Christianity  from  Roman  Catholicism. 
Scripture  alone,  faith  alone,  grace 
alone  —  these  great  truths,  which 
were  at  the  heart  of  the  Reformation 
—  are  still  central  to  evangelicalism 
and  cannot  be  abandoned." 

Addressing  the  issue  of  Christian 
unity,  the  statement  again  called  at- 
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tention  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Refor- 
mation. "While  we  cannot  accept  Pope 
John  Paul's  claim  to  be  the  vicar  of 
Christ  on  earth  and  the  head  of  the 
one  true  church,  we  do  believe  in  the 
spiritual  unity  of  all  true  believers  in 
Jesus  Christ.  However,  we  reject  the 
notion  that  this  unity  can  exist  apart 
from  a  firm  commitment  to  the  central 
and  essential  doctrines  of  the  Refor- 
mation." 

In  spite  of  these  doctrinal  disagree- 
ments, the  NAE  statement  acknow- 
ledged the  common  Judeo-Christian 
value  system  evangelicalism  shares 
with  Roman  Catholicism  and  called 
for  "continued  cooperation  in  forging  a 
moral  leadership  that  will  advance  the 
cause  of  righteousness  in  our  nation 
and  around  the  world  and  in  those 
political  and  social  issues  where  we 
are  in  strong  agreement." 

"We  hope  the  pope's  visit  will 
strengthen  biblical  moral  values  and 
inspire  new  initiatives  for  religious 
freedom,"  said  Billy  A.  Melvin,  execu- 
tive director  of  NAE. 

The  Brethren  denomination  as  a 
whole  and  some  Brethren  congrega- 
tions individually  are  members  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals. 


organ,  violin,  acoustical  guitar,  elec- 
tric bass,  clarinet,  and  taped  accom- 
paniment, as  well  as  vocal  solos, 
duets,  ensembles,  and  interpretive 
readings.  Those  presenting  specials 
were  Gordon  and  Conjetta  Harman 
(Mt.  Olive);  Paul  and  Jean  Fox  (Oak 
Hill);  an  ensemble  (Covenant  Commu- 
nity); Bob  and  Dee  Keplinger  (Lin- 
wood);  Benita  Barnett  (Hagerstown); 
Janie  Eayres  (Mathias)  and  Henry 
Lundquist  (exchange  student  from 
Sweden);  Cathy  Cupp  and  Becky 
Hunter  (Bethlehem);  and  Amanda  and 
Brian  Moore  (St.  James). 

During  a  testimonial  time,  several 
gave  expressions  of  their  faith  and 
trust  in  the  Lord.  Others  expressed  ap- 
preciation to  individuals  and  congre- 
gations who  have  been  supportive  to 
them  in  times  of  need. 

Outgoing  Moderator  Brian  Moore 
closed  the  conference  by  installing  the 
new  officers  elected  at  the  spring  con- 
ference. New  officers  are:  Moderator 
Doc  Shank;  Moderator-Elect  Richard 
Graver;  Secretary  Lois  Hutzell;  Assis- 
tant Secretary  Norma  Waters;  Trea- 
surer Jim  Vance;  Assistant  Treasurer 
Alvin  Vann;  and  at-large  Executive 
Committee  members  Pat  Velanzon 
and  Bob  Keplinger. 

The  spring  conference  is  scheduled 
for  April  23,  1988,  at  the  Waterbrook 
Brethren  Church,  Edinburg,  Va.  The 
fall  conference  will  be  September  17, 
1988,  at  a  site  yet  to  be  determined. 
—  Ronald  W.  Waters 


1987-88  AC  Freshman  Class 
Largest  in  Over  a  Decade 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  The  largest 
freshman  class  in  more  than  a  decade 
has  contributed  to  an  all-time  high 
total  enrollment  of  3,998  students  for 
on-campus  and  off  campus  programs 
at  Ashland  College  this  fall. 

This  year's  class  of  new  freshman 
numbers  442,  compared  with  366  last 
year,  and  is  the  largest  since  the  1976- 
77  school  year,  when  first-year  stu- 
dents totaled  463. 

Carl  Gerbasi,  executive  director  of 
admissions  at  AC,  cites  the  college's 
increasing  academic  reputation  as  a 
key  factor  in  the  extraordinary  size  of 
the  freshman  class. 

"Our  academic  reputation,  which  is 
the  result  of  a  total  commitment  from 
the  institution,  is  starting  to  become 
recognized  over  a  broader  area,"  Ger- 
basi said. 

Ashland  Theological  Seminary  en- 
rollment is  also  up  from  last  year  — 
423  compared  to  412  last  fall. 
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DPM  Speaks  to  Ohio  Conference 
About  Areas  of  Brethren  Concern 


Columbus,  Ohio  —  Rev.  David  Cook- 
sey,  The  Brethren  Church's  new 
Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries,  looked 
at  three  concerns  for  The  Brethren 
Church  in  a  message  to  the  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Conference  held  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 12,  at  the  Christian  Armory  in 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

We  in  The  Brethren  Church  need  to 
(1)  rekindle  the  call  of  young  people 
to  ministry;  (2)  learn  to  humble  our- 
selves and  to  apologize;  and  (3)  recog- 
nize some  of  the  basic  structures 
within  the  local  church,  Rev.  Cooksey 
told  the  61  delegates  and  15  guests 
present  for  the  conference.  Referring 
to  Genesis  3:9-10,  when,  following 
man's  first  sin,  God  came  to  the  Gar- 


den of  Eden  and  asked  Adam  and  Eve, 
"Where  are  you?"  the  speaker  said 
Brethren,  too,  need  to  ask  themselves, 
"Where  are  we  —  physically,  spiritu- 
ally, emotionally?"  We  need  to  take  an 
honest  look  at  ourselves,  he  said,  but 
added  that  no  matter  where  we  are 
God  knows  we  are  there  and  can  use 
us. 

In  addition  to  Rev.  Cooksey's  mes- 
sage, the  one-day  conference  included 
an  opening  time  of  singing  led  by 
Karen  Watkins  and  accompanied  by 
Janice  Rowsey;  a  musical  presentation 
by  "Wellspring,"  a  ladies  trio  from  the 
Gretna  Brethren  Church;  two  brief 
business  sessions;  and  meetings  of  the 
district  auxiliaries. 


Roann  Brethren  Church  Moves  Outdoors 
For  Worship,  Picnic,  and  Fellowship 


Roann,  Ind.  —  Members  and  friends 
of  the  Roann  First  Brethren  Church 
left  their  building  behind  on  Sunday, 
August  30,  and  held  their  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  in  the  midst 
of  God's  creation. 

The  site  of  the  service  was  the  front 
yard  of  the  home  of  Gregg  and  Terri 
Caughell.  Gregg  and  Terri  became  ac- 
tive in  the  Roann  Church  just  a  year 
ago,  but  during  the  past  12  months 
they  and  their  two  children,  Nichole 
and  Nicholas,  have  been  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  congregation. 

Delinda  Brower,  Louella  Krom,  and 
Norma  Trump  provided  hymn  accom- 
paniment and  special  music  for  the 
worship  service.  All  three  play  accor- 


dians.  Ross  Trump  led  the  singing  and 
Pastor  Dave  Stone  preached  the  ser- 
mon. 

Most  of  those  who  attended  the  wor- 
ship service  stayed  for  a  picnic  lunch 
and  an  afternoon  of  visiting  and  of 
playing  or  watching  volleyball.  Some 
of  the  youth  —  and  one  adult  —  went 
swimming.  The  adult  —  Ted  Brower 
—  was  lured  to  the  edge  of  the  pool, 
where  a  group  of  men  pushed  him  in, 
to  commemorate  his  birthday. 

In  reflecting  on  the  day,  Pastor 
Stone  said,  "It  was  a  beautiful  experi- 
ence to  worship  God  in  the  midst  of 
His  creation.  ...  It  was  a  successful 
day.  Worship  and  fellowship  are  what 
the  Lord's  Day  is  all  about." 


Roann  Brethren  enjoy  a  time  of  food  and  fellowship  following  their  outdoor 
worship  service. 


The  main  item  of  discussion  during 
the  business  sessions  was  a  change  in 
the  district  constitution  requiring  any 
elder  in  the  district  to  send  written 
notice  of  his  absence  if  he  is  unable  to 
attend  the  district  conference. 

The  spring  conference  of  the  Ohio 
District  will  be  held  March  12,  1988, 
at  the  Pleasant  Hill  Brethren  Church. 
General  Conference  moderator  Dr. 
Dale  Stoffer  will  be  the  speaker. 

—  reported  by  Karen  Watkins 
Ohio  District  Secretary 

Brethren  Helping  to  Develop 
Schwarzenau  Tourist  Center 

Ambler,  Pa.  —  Members  of  the  five 
Brethren  groups  which  share  a  com- 
mon heritage  are  working  together  to 
develop  a  tourist  center  in  Schwar- 
zenau, Germany,  the  area  of  their  be- 
ginnings. 

Local  people  of  the  Schwarzenau 
area,  working  through  their  Historical 
and  Tourist  Association,  initiated  the 
project.  They  decided  in  December 
1985  to  create  an  "Alexander  Mack 
Room"  in  the  "Kassel  House,"  the  old- 
est structure  in  the  Valley  of  Huts 
area,  where  the  early  Brethren  lived. 
They  are  prepared  to  cover  the  costs  of 
establishing  a  museum  and  display 
room,  but  they  have  invited  members 
of  the  Brethren  churches  of  North 
America  to  join  them  in  the  project  by 
raising  $25,000.  Interest  from  this 
money  will  be  used  to  pay  the  rent  for 
the  rooms  occupied  by  the  center. 

The  Brethren  Encyclopedia  Board  of 
Directors,  a  board  with  representa- 
tives from  all  Brethren  groups,  has  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  for  raising 
the  $25,000  —  known  as  the  Schwar- 
zenau Project.  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Shultz, 
The  Brethren  Church's  representative 
to  this  board,  stated:  "We  have  ac- 
cepted [this]  project  because  we  be- 
lieve in  it.  Schwarzenau  is  a  place  of 
our  historical  roots,  the  place  where 
The  Brethren  Church  was  born.  This 
is  not  a  monument,  but  a  place  where 
Brethren  people  visiting  Schwarzenau 
can  sit  down,  read,  and  learn  to  know 
about  the  people  and  the  place." 

The  goal  of  The  Brethren  Church  in 
this  project  is  $5,000,  of  which  $1,000 
has  been  pledged  up  front  as  a  com- 
mitment from  our  denomination. 
Brethren  people  wishing  to  contribute 
may  send  their  gifts  (which  are  tax- 
deductible)  to  Brethren  Encyclopedia, 
Inc.,  313  Fairview  Ave.,  Ambler,  PA 
19002.  (Please  indicate  on  your  gift 
that  you  are  a  member  of  The  Breth- 
ren Church.) 
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S.E.  District  Mission  Board  Schedules 
Church-Planting  Feasibility  Survey 


McGaheysville,  Va.  —  The  South- 
eastern District  Mission  Board  has 
scheduled  a  community  survey  for  Oc- 
tober 24  in  Frederick,  Md.,  to  deter- 
mine the  need  and  feasibility  of  begin- 
ning a  new  Brethren  church  in  this 
rapidly  growing  community. 

District  churches  have  been  asked 
to  supply  volunteers  equal  in  number 
to  10-20  percent  of  their  church 
growth  index  to  conduct  the  survey. 
The  district  board  is  working  in  co- 
operation with  the  national  Mission- 
ary Board  and  its  "Guidelines  for  Plant- 
ing New  Brethren  Churches." 

During  the  1970s,  Frederick/Fred- 
erick County  was  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  jurisdictions  in  Maryland, 
with  a  growth  rate  four  times  that  of 
the  state  as  a  whole.  Since  1980,  the 
county  has  continued  to  grow  at  a 
similar  rate. 

The   area   is  centrally   located   be- 

Laymen  of  Three  Churches 
Buy  Generator  for  India 

Muncie,  Ind.  —  Laymen  of  the  Mun- 
cie,  Ind.,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and 
Dutchtown,  Ind.,  Brethren  Churches 
recently  completed  a  joint  project  to 
raise  money  for  a  generator  for  the 
Brethren  Mission  in  India. 

Each  of  the  three  groups  raised 
$500,  and  the  $1,500  was  sent  to  the 
Kumars,  Brethren  missionaries  in 
India,  in  early  September. 

Each  group  received  contributions 
from  its  members  and  held  money- 
making  projects  to  raise  the  money. 
Laymen  of  the  Muncie  Church  sold 
trash  bags  as  their  project. 

The  project  was  an  outgrowth  of 
Rev.  Kumar's  visit  last  year  to  the 
United  States.  During  that  visit  Rev. 
Kumar  expressed  a  need  for  a 
generator,  and  the  laymen  of  the  Mun- 
cie, New  Lebanon,  and  Dutchtown 
churches  picked  up  on  the  idea.  The 
generator  will  be  used  in  the 
evangelistic  and  medical  outreach  of 
the  Brethren  Mission  in  India  to  pro- 
vide electricity  for  lights  and  the  pub- 
lic address  system  during  visits  to  the 
villages. 

Laymen  of  these  three  churches 
challenge  the  laymen  of  other  congre- 
gations to  get  personally  involved  in 
helping  Brethren  missions. 

—  reported  by  Wilma  Bizzell 
Muncie  corresponding  secretary 


tween  Brethren  congregations  of  Lin- 
wood  to  the  east  and  Hagerstown  and 
St.  James  to  the  west,  and  it  is  north- 
west of  metropolitan  Washington,  D.C. 
The  goal  is  to  have  no  less  than  50 
Brethren  to  assist  with  the  survey.  A 
training  session  will  be  offered  at  the 
Frederick  Church  of  the  Nazarene  at 


10:00  a.m.  From  11:00  a.m.  to  2:00 
p.m.,  surveyors  will  conduct  studies  in 
four  or  five  locations  in  and  near  the 
city  of  Frederick. 

Southeastern  District  Brethren  are 
encouraged  to  notify  their  pastor  of 
their  willingness  to  help  with  this 
project.  And  the  District  Mission 
Board  requests  the  prayers  of  all 
Brethren  on  October  24,  that  the  Lord 
will  give  clear  guidance  as  to  starting 
a  church  in  Frederick. 

—  Ronald  W.  Waters 


High  School  Seniors  to  Vie 
For  Financial  Aid  at  AC 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  High  school  seniors 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  compete 
for  top  level  financial  aid  at  Ashland 
College  on  November  7,  1987,  when 
the  college  offers  its  annual  AC  Schol- 
ar Test. 

One  full  tuition  scholarship  with 
room  and  board,  two  full  tuition  schol- 
arships, and  twenty-eight  $1,000 
scholarships  will  be  awarded  to  the 
top  achievers  on  the  test. 

The  November  7  test  will  be  divided 
into  two  sessions:  a  two-hour  multiple 
choice  test  in  the  morning  and  a  two- 
hour  essay  test  in  the  afternoon.  Sub- 
ject matter  covered  will  include  litera- 
ture, natural  and  social  sciences, 
math,    and   fine    arts.    The   essay   is 

Boycott  Against  TV  Sponsors 
Results  in  Change  in  Policy 

Tupelo,  Miss.  —  Boycotts  by  concerned 
Christians  against  Mazda  Motors  of 
America  and  Noxell  Corporation  have 
apparently  brought  results. 

Christian  Leaders  for  Responsible 
Television  (CLeaR-TV)  called  for  the 
nationwide  boycott  against  Mazda  and 
Noxell  earlier  this  year  because  of 
their  sponsorship  of  TV  programs  with 
frequent  incidents  of  sex,  violence,  and 
profanity.  CLeaR-TV  urged  people  to 
write  letters  to  the  companies  in  sup- 
port of  the  boycott  and  to  avoid  pur- 
chasing their  products. 

Noxell  Corporation  notified  CLeaR- 
TV  in  July  of  its  plans  to  significantly 
reduce  the  amount  of  sex,  violence, 
and  profanity  it  helps  sponsor.  In  Sep- 
tember Mazda  Motors  did  likewise. 

CLeaR-TV  executive  director 
Donald  E.  Wildmon  commented: 
"Slowly,  little  by  little,  we  are  making 
some  progress.  If  we  will  stay  commit- 
ted and  active,  there  is  the  possibility 
that  we  can  change  television  into  a 
pro-social,  constructive  force." 


graded  on  content  and  style. 

The  test  is  open  to  any  high  school 
senior  who  has  less  than  13  hours  of 
college  credit.  Those  taking  the  test 
must  pay  $10  registration  fee  and  also 
make  application  to  attend  Ashland 
College. 

Overnight  housing  is  available  on 
Friday,  and  lunch  and  a  campus  tour 
are  provided  on  the  test  day.  Parents 
are  encouraged  to  accompany  their 
son  or  daughter  to  the  college  and  to 
attend  a  financial  aid  seminar  during 
the  testing. 

A  number  of  Brethren  students  who 
have  taken  this  test  in  past  years  have 
won  full  or  partial  scholarships. 

For  more  information  or  an  AC 
Scholar  Test  Application,  call  Ashland 
College  at  419-289-4142  and  ask  for 
the  Office  of  Admissions.  (Ohio  resi- 
dents call  toll-free  1-800-882-1548.) 


KNOW  SOMEONE 
WHO  DESERVES 
A  JOURNALISM 
SCHOLARSHIP? 


The  325  periodical  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Press  Association  are 
vitally  interested  in  the  future  of 
religious  journalism. 

The  Association  offers  $500  to 
$1,200  scholarships  each  year  to 
Christian  college  juniors  and  seniors, 
and  graduate  students,  committed  to  a 
career  in  print  journalism. 

Further  details  and  application 
forms  are  available.  Forms  must  be 
completed  and  returned  by  April  1 . 


Write  now  to: 


Executive  Director 
Evangelical  Press  Association 
P.O.  Box  4550 
Overland  Park,  Kansas  66204 


epa 
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UPDATE 


From 
The 


Grape 
Vine 


Dr.  Milton  P.  Puterbaugh,  former 
chemisty  professor  at  Ashland  College 
and  a  member  of  the  Ashland  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church,  has  been 
honored  by  the  establishment  in  his 
name  of  an  endowed  scholarship  at 
Ashland  College.  A  1922  graduate  of 
AC,  Puterbaugh  became  the  college's 
first  full-time  chemistry  professor  the 
following  year,  serving  from  1923  to 
1943  and  later  from  1960  until  his  re- 
tirement in  1972.  One  of  his  former 
students,  Russell  Eshelman,  initiated 
the  scholarship,  and  he  and  eight  of 


Puterbaugh's  other  former  students 
worked  with  AC  President  Emeritus 
Dr.  Glenn  L.  Clayton  in  establishing 
the  scholarship. 

Brethren    House    Ministries   has 

produced  a  new  Learning  Kit  for  use 
in  churches  and  homes.  The  Advent 
Learning  Kit  Including  the  Christmas 
Season  contains  eight  activities  based 
on  Scripture  and  Christmas  hymns.  It 
comes  complete  with  23  oaktag  sheets 
of  teaching  cards,  14  activity  surfaces, 
4  answer  keys,  adhesive-backed 
magnetic  tape,  yarn  and  string.  The 
kit  is  available  for  $17.75  from  Breth- 
ren House  Ministries,  6301  56th  Av- 
enue, N.,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33709. 

Rev.  Marlin  McCann  has  accepted 
a  call  to  become  pastor  of  the  North 
Manchester,  Indiana,  First  Brethren 
Church,  beginning  November  18.  Rev. 
McCann  will  be  leaving  the  Bryan, 
Ohio,  First  Brethren  Church,  where 
he  has  served  for  almost  12  years. 

Martha  Stone,  a  member  of  the 
Sarasota,  Fla.,  First  Brethren  Church, 


was  highlighted  recently  in  the  in- 
house  magazine  of  the  hospital  where 
she  works.  Mrs.  Stone  is  a  senior  lab- 
oratory technician  at  the  hosptial, 
where  she  has  worked  for  15  years  (on 
the  11  p.m.  to  7  a.m.  shift!).  The  high- 
light also  noted  that  Mrs.  Stone  is  a 
graduate  of  Ashland  College.  Mrs. 
Stone  and  her  husband,  La  Vergne, 
are  the  parents  of  Brethren  pastor 
Rev.  David  Stone,  pastor  of  the  Roann, 
Ind.,  First  Brethren  Church. 

Brethren  Properties  has  available 
a  large  steam  or  hot  water  boiler  in 
good  condition,  which  was  taken  out  of 
service  earlier  this  year  when  the 
Brethren  Publishing  Company  build- 
ing was  remodeled  into  denomina- 
tional offices.  Any  church  in  need  of  a 
new  boiler  should  contact  the  Breth- 
ren Church  National  Office. 

Larry  and  Elizabeth  Surbey  and 
Richard  and  Rosida  Reed  were 
commissoned  as  deacons  and  deacon- 
esses in  the  First  Brethren  Church  of 
Kokomo,  Ind.,  on  Sunday,  October  4. 


In  Memory 

Tessie  Mae  Bowman,  73,  September 
22.  Member  of  The  Brethren  Church  at 
New  Lebanon.  Services  by  Pastor  Robert 
Dillard. 

Emma  Hillyard,  97,  September  19. 
Member  of  the  Falls  City  First  Brethren 
Church  since  1918.  Services  by  Rev.  Paul 
Weinert. 

Bessie  Yunker,  82,  September  19. 
Member  of  the  Flora  First  Brethren 
Church  since  1917,  when  the  present  build- 
ing was  built.  Services  by  Pastor  Alvin 
Grumbling. 

Pauline    Haughn,    70,    September    17. 
Member    of    the    Bryan    First    Brethren 
Church.  Services  by  Rev.  Fred  McComb. 
Marjorie  Peltcs,  69,  August  26.  Attended 
the  Bryan  First  Brethren  Church.  Services 
by  Pastor  Marlin  McCann. 
Golda     Broadwater,     89,     August    22. 
Member  since  1923  and  deaconess  of  the 
Muncie  First  Brethren  Church.  Services  by 
Pastor  Keith  Bennett. 
Cora  Shoemaker,  78,  August  10.  Member 
of  the   Walcrest  Brethren   Church  for  8 
years.  Services  by  Pastor  Dave  Hoyt. 
Chlora  Spidel,  75,  August.  Member  of  the 
Walcrest   Brethren   Church    for   8   years. 
Services  held  at  Upper  Clore,  Pa. 
Verda  M.  Rohrer,  87,  July  25.  Member  of 
the   St.   James   Brethren   Church   for   75 
years.  Services  by  Pastor  Brian  Moore. 
Curtis  Flood,  67,  July  5.  Member  of  the 
Walcrest  Brethren  Church  for  30  years, 
and  held  almost  every  office.  Services  by 
Pastor  Dave  Hoyt. 

Donald  B.  Bowers,  74,  July  1.  Member  of 
the  St.  James  Brethren  Church  for  40 
years.  Services  by  Pastors  Brian  Moore  and 
Tim  Garner. 
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Goldenaires 

Jim  and  Gerry  Kidwell,  50th,  November 
29.  Members  of  the  Gretna  Brethren 
Church. 

Orval  and  Eva  Brenner,  50th,  October 
23.  Members  of  the  Gretna  Brethren 
Church. 

Roy  and  Waneta  Brubaker,  60th,  Sep- 
tember 29.  Members  and  deacon  and  dea- 
coness of  the  Burlington  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Carl  and  Esther  Dillman,  60th,  Sep- 
tember 13.  Members  of  the  Corinth  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Glen  and  Wilma  Bixler,  50th,  September 
4.  Members  of  the  Milford  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Lee  and  Lilith  Howard,  55th,  June  26. 
Members  of  the  Mulvane  Brethren  Church. 
Carl  and  Muriel  Sherman,  50th,  April 
19.  Members  of  the  Mulvane  Brethren 
Church. 


Weddings 

Deborah  Jane  Mayeaux  to  Matthew 
Wayne  Hamel,  September  15,  at 
Johnstown,  Pa.  Bride  a  member  of  the  Ash- 
land Park  Street  Brethren  Church;  groom 
a  member  of  the  Johnstown  Second  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Tammy  Jean  Lazarus  to  James  Michael 
Voorhees,  September  12,  at  the  Flora 
First  Brethren  Church;  Pastor  Alvin 
Grumbling  officiating.  Groom  a  member  of 
the  Flora  First  Brethren  Church. 
Kathy  Huffman  to  Gary  Sponaugle, 
September  12,  at  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren 
Church;  Pastor  Ronald  W.  Waters  officiat- 
ing. Bride  a  member  of  the  Mt.  Olive 
Brethren  Church. 


Weddings  continued 

Alison  Leigh  Wagoner  to  Robert  Paul 
Beaudry  III,  September  12,  at  the  home  of 
Drs.  Don  J.  and  Marilyn  Wagoner;  Pastors 
Ken  Goss  and  G  David  Allen,  cousin  of  the 
bride,  officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the 
Burlington  First  Brethren  Church. 
Jill  Homburg  to  James  Beall,  September 
12,  at  Logansport,  Ind.  Groom  a  member  of 
the  Corinth  Brethren  Church. 
Angela  Harris  to  David  Perry,  August 
29,  at  the  Burlington  First  Brethren 
Church;  Pastor  Ronald  L.  Waters  officiat- 
ing. Members  of  the  Burlington  First 
Brethren  Church. 

Darla  Sherwood  to  Russell  Stacy,  Au- 
gust 16,  at  the  Teegarden  First  Brethren 
Church;  Pastor  Don  Snell  officiating.  Bride 
a  member  of  the  Teegarden  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Laurie  Logan  to  Brian  Shadle,  August 
15,  at  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church; 
Pastor  Russell  King  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  the  Masontown  Brethren 
Church. 

Stacy  Oakley  to  Jack  Reed,  July  25,  in 
Kokomo,  Ind.;  Pastor  Kenneth  Madison  of- 
ficiating. Members  of  the  Kokomo  First 
Brethren  Church. 

Cherie  Reda  to  Bruce  Kendall,  June  6, 
at  the  Masontown  Brethren  Church;  Pastor 
Russell  King  officiating.  Bride  a  member  of 
the  Masontown  Brethren  Church. 


Membership  Growth 

Milford:  1  by  transfer 

New  Lebanon:  6  by  baptism 

Burlington:  14  by  baptism,  4  by  transfer 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)- 

BRETHREN  MISSIONARIES  IN  ASIA 

Paul  was  a  missionary.  He  traveled  to  many  countries  and  to  many  cities  to  tell 
people  about  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God. 

One  day  he  was  in  Athens.  The  people  of  that  great  city  worshiped  many  idols 
made  of  stone.  A  special  place  in  the  city,  Mars  Hill,  was  where  the  people  went  to  wor- 
ship these  gods. 

As  Paul  looked  at  all  the  false  gods,  he  found  an  altar  labeled,  "To  the  Unknown 
God."  There  Paul  stopped  to  tell  the  people  that  the  God  unknown  to  them  is  the  true, 
the  living  God  —  the  God  who  created  all  things.  (You  can  read  this  story  about  Paul  in 
your  Bible  in  Acts  17:16-34.) 

Many  people  in  the  world  today  worship  false  gods.  Brethren  have  gone  as  mis- 
sionaries to  other  countries  to  tell  the  people  of  the  only  true  God.  Maybe  some  day  God 
will  want  you  to  be  a  missionary.  Will  you  go? 


India 

A.  Color  India  green.  Then  complete  these 
sentences. 


1 .  Our  missionaries  in  India  are  P 
and  N  K 


Malaysia 

B.  Color  West  Malaysia  orange.  Then  com- 
plete these  sentences. 

1.  Our  missionaries  in  Malaysia  are 
D  and  J  

L  . 

2.  They    have    two    children,    S 

and  R  . 

3.  The  first  Brethren  church  in  Malaysia  was 
in  the  city  of  P  . 

4.  The    second    one    is    in    J  

B 


Rebecca 
David 


Penang 
Stephen 
Johor  Baru 


Loi 
Jenny 


2.  They  have  three  children,  S 
S  and  S 


3.  The  first  Brethren  church  in  India  was  in 
the  city  of  R  


4.  Then  a  church  was  begun  in  the  city  of 
V  . 

5.  Soon  there  will  be  a  Brethren  church  in 

H  

Kumar              Prasanth  Visakhapatnam 

Sudhir               Sunitha  Rajahmundry 

Nirmala             Shanthi  Hyderabad 
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Learning  From  One  Another 


FOR  several  weeks  a  Peruvian 
woman  had  visited  the  church  I 
attend  in  Miami.  Then  one  day, 
looking  dumbfounded,  she  com- 
mented, "This  church  doesn't  pray. 
But  it  seems  to  be  growing.  How  can 
that  be?" 

I  assured  her  that  individual 
members  probably  were  praying. 
But  I  had  to  agree  that  in  the  Miami 
church,  and  in  countless  other  con- 
gregations across  the  U.S.,  little 
time  is  given  to  corporate  prayer. 

My  friend  came  from  a  South 
American  context,  where  all-night 
prayer  meetings  are  common  at 
many  churches.  Understandably, 
she  felt  shortchanged  at  the  Miami 
church's  midweek  "prayer"  meeting, 
where,  after  a  meal  and  Bible  study, 
roughly  five  to  ten  minutes  were  left 
for  actual  praying. 

This  started  me  thinking:  Latin 
Christians  can  learn  from  North 
Americans  about  the  discipline  of 
personal  devotional  life;  and  we  can 
learn  from  our  Latin  brothers  and 
sisters  about  the  importance  of 
group  worship  and  prayer. 

Things  we  can  teach 

What  else  can  Christians  in  North 
and  South  America  learn  from  each 
other?  Many  things,  I'm  sure.  But 
here's  a  sampling,  beginning  with  a 
few  of  the  strong  points  we  see  in 
North  American  churches. 

1.  Christian  heritage.  Many  of  us 
in  U.S.  evangelical  churches  come 
from  Christian  homes.  We  haven't 
been  saved  from  drugs,  booze,  or  a 
life  of  crime.  This  does  not  make  for 
dramatic  conversion   stories  —  the 


kind  told  by  many  first-generation 
Latin  Christians.  But  we  are  spared 
the  physical  damage,  emotional 
scars,  and  lasting  problems  these 
same  Latin  Christians  carry  with 
them,  due  to  dark  sins  committed 
prior  to  conversion. 

2.  Consistency.  During  a  recent 
visit  to  my  home  church  —  the  Nap- 
panee,  Indiana,  First  Brethren 
Church  —  I  saw  people  still  teaching 
Sunday  school  and  serving  the  Lord 
who  taught  me  25  years  ago.  I  re- 
membered firebrand  Latin  brethren 
who  made  me  feel  spiritually  small 
because  of  their  visible  fervor,  but 
who  completely  disappeared  from 
the  church  scene  after  a  year  or  two. 
We  can  all  thank  God  for  faithful 
Christian  workers  who  don't  get  ar- 
ticles written  about  them  but  who 
make  page  one  in  God's  book. 

3.  Creativity.  Looking  around  the 
North  American  scene,  we  can  find 
many  individuals  and  churches  who 
are  applying  their  faith  in  creative 
ways.  They  are  on  the  cutting  edge. 
In  contrast,  younger  churches  in 
Latin  America  are  still  struggling  to 
break  with  past  habits  of  separatism 
(largely  the  result  of  past  religious 
persecution)  so  that  they  can  make 
an  impact  on  society. 

Lessons  we  can  learn 

Now  let's  see  a  few  things  that  we 
North  American  Christians  can 
learn  from  Latin  believers. 

1.  Simple  faith.  During  my  four 
years  in  Latin  America,  the  simple 
faith  and  obedience  of  the  believers 
there  never  ceased  to  amaze  me.  The 
Bible  says  to  fast,  so  they  fasted. 


The  Bible  says  to  pray  without  ceas- 
ing, so  they  held  all-night  prayer 
meetings.  The  list  could  go  on. 
Sometimes  we  North  Americans  get 
so  versed  in  Scripture  that  we  find 
"loopholes"  that  allow  us  to  escape 
any  responsibility  that  involves  dis- 
comfort or  personal  sacrifice. 

2.  Evangelistic  zeal.  Relatively 
few  Latin  Christians  have  had  the 
luxury  of  attending  a  how-to- 
evangelize  workshop.  But  that 
doesn't  stop  them.  I  think  of  the 
young  fellow  who,  on  his  own, 
started  giving  evangelistic  chalk 
talks  in  a  public  plaza;  and  the  two 
grade-school  teachers  who  used 
every  summer  vacation  to  lead  Bible 
schools  in  the  jungle.  Generally,  La- 
tins are  not  embarrassed  to  talk 
about  religion  or  personal  faith.  It 
shows  .  .  .  and  the  church  grows. 

3.  Body  life.  Not  only  do  Latin 
Christians  frequently  worship  and 
pray  together  through  the  week, 
they  take  Hebrews  10:24  to  mean 
"meeting  together"  even  outside  the 
church.  Adults  invite  friends  over 
for  their  birthday,  and  the  parties 
often  turn  into  praise  and  testimony 
times.  Christians  even  observe 
"spiritual  birthday"  parties  by  invit- 
ing friends  to  celebrate  the  anniver- 
sary of  their  conversion. 

4.  Sincerity.  Latin  Christians  do 
not  have  a  repertoire  of  in-house 
sarcastic  remarks  about  the  church 
or  about  public  Christian  leaders. 
Rarely  do  you  hear  someone  talking 
about  a  pastor  or  church  leader  be- 
hind his  or  her  back. 

Unfortunately,  these  brief  obser- 
vations are  limited  to  Christians 
from  North  and  South  America. 
Other  lessons  could  be  drawn  from 
fellow  believers  in  Africa,  Asia,  and 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

In  today's  cosmopolitan  society, 
Paul's  words  to  the  Romans  take  on 
much  broader  meaning:  ".  .  .  in 
Christ  we  who  are  many  form  one 
body,  and  each  member  belongs  to 
all  the  others.  We  have  different 
gifts,  according  to  the  grace  given 
us.  .  .  ."  (Romans  12:5-6,  NIV). 

For  years  North  Americans  have 
sent  missionaries  to  the  nations  of 
the  world.  Now  we  are  seeing  what 
believers  in  those  same  receiving 
countries  have  to  teach  us.  And  we 
see  more  clearly  how  Christians 
around  the  world  "belong  to  all  the 
others."  These  are  exciting  days,    [t] 
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SMALL  TOWN 
SURPRISES 


By  Michael  Gleason 


Now  he  had  to  go  through 
Samaria.  So  he  came  to  a  town  in 
Samaria  called  Sychar,  near  the  plot 
of  ground  Jacob  had  given  to  his  son 
Joseph.  Jacob's  well  was  there,  and 
Jesus,  tired  as  he  was  from  the  jour- 
ney, sat  down  by  the  well.  It  was 
about  the  sixth  hour. 

John  4:4-6,  NW 

WHAT  A  PLACE  for  a  story! 
Samaria,  a  region  of  half- 
breeds  —  despised  people  called 
Samaritans,  who  were  neither  fully 
Jew  nor  fully  Gentile.  Most  respect- 
able Jews  wouldn't  even  dirty  their 
feet  with  the  dust  of  Samaritan  soil. 
Jesus,  however,  was  noted  for  going 
against  the  mainstream.  On  this  oc- 
casion He  choose  to  lead  His  disci- 
ples straight  through  the  middle  of 
Samaria  instead  of  taking  the  tradi- 
tional six-day  journey  around  the 
territory. 

A  midday  break 

As  the  account  unravels,  we  see 
the  Lord  and  His  disciples  hot  and 
tired  from  their  travel.  They  were 
ready  for  a  midday  break  by  the  well 
outside  of  a  small  town  named 
Sychar,  a  town  mentioned  only  once 
in  Scripture.  To  most  Jews,  Sychar 
was  just  a  little  town  full  of  insig- 
nificant people.  Even  archaeologists 
differ  as  to  its  actual  location.  It  was 
a  town  so  insignificant  that  it  didn't 
even  leave  identifiable  ruins. 

Ancient     Sychar     was     probably 
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similar  to  the  towns  you  and  I  live 
in.  Like  Sychar,  our  towns  are  filled 
with  a  variety  of  people.  There  are 
immoral  people,  like  the  woman 
Jesus  met  at  the  well.  There  are 
hard-working  laborers  and  farmers, 
probably  like  the  majority  of  people 
in  Sychar.  And  there  are  profes- 
sional people,  just  as  there  were  pro- 
fessional people  in  Sychar. 

Is  there  potential  for  ministry  in 
small  towns  like  Sychar?  Jesus'  dis- 
ciples apparently  didn't  think  so! 
When  they  returned  from  the  town, 
they  were  uncomfortable  when  they 
found  their  Master  ministering  to 
the  immoral  woman  beside  the  well. 
The  Scripture  indicates  that  not  one 
of  them  asked,  "Why  are  you  talking 
to  her"  (Jn.  4:27).  But  I  bet  they 
would  have  liked  to!  They  were  wor- 
ried, I  imagine,  about  his  "reputa- 
tion." 

The  disciples,  no  doubt,  sat  at  a 
respectable  distance  as  Jesus  com- 
pleted His  conversation.  Their 
agenda  was  much  more  basic:  eat 
and  run!  After  all,  why  should  they 
hang  around?  This  was  just  small- 
town Sychar,  and  they  were  on  their 
way  to  Galilee. 

Altered  plans 

The  disciples  were  undoubtedly 
ready  to  get  on  with  the  journey, 
when  this  immoral  woman  again  al- 
tered their  plans.  She  had  quickly 
returned  to  Sychar  and  invited  the 
whole  town  to  come  and  meet  the 
Master.  "They  came  out  of  the  town 
and  made  their  way  toward  him," 
the  Bible  reports  in  John  4:30. 

What  was  the  primary  concern  of 
the  disciples  when  they  saw  needy 
and  broken  lives  pouring  out  of 
Sychar  to  meet  Jesus?  Once  again,  it 


was  food:  "Rabbi,  eat  something," 
they  said  (Jn.  4:31).  "What  about 
our  fellowship  meal,  Jesus?  Come 
on,  let's  get  on  with  our  agenda," 
they  were  saying.  Does  this  sound 
familiar? 

Tremendous  opportunity 

How  in  the  world,  they  may  have 
asked  each  other,  could  anyone  see 
potential  for  ministry  in  an  insig- 
nificant town  full  of  half-breeds,  im- 
moral people,  hard-working  labor- 
ers, farmers  and  professionals?  But 
Jesus  did!  In  fact,  He  said  that  there 
was  tremendous  opportunity  for 
ministry  in  this  town.  He  called  it  a 
harvest,  and  He  said  that  it  was 
ready  to  be  reaped  now .  "Do  you  not 
say,"  the  Master  challenged,  "  Tour 
months  more  and  then  the  harvest'? 
I  tell  you,  open  your  eyes  and  look  at 
the  fields!  They  are  ripe  for  harvest" 
(Jn.  4:35).  Most  probably  Jesus  was 
pointing  to  the  mass  of  citizens  com- 
ing from  the  insignificant  town  of 
Sychar  when  He  shared  this  insight 
with  His  disciples. 

Do  you  know  what  Jesus  saw  in 
those  lives  when  He  gave  this  chal- 
lenge to  His  disciples?  He  saw  great 
spiritual,  physical,  and  emotional 
needs.  And  where  you  have  human 
needs,  you  have  great  opportunities 
for  ministry.  Even  in  small-town 
Sychar.  Even  in  your  town. 

Allow  me  to  illustrate  this  for  you. 
I  pastor  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  a  town 
with  20,000  people.  Many  of  the 
people  in  Ashland  are  hard-working 
laborers  and  farmers.  We  also  have 
immoral  people,  minorities,  and  pro- 
fessional workers.  Several  years  ago 
some  of  us  at  Park  Street  Brethren 
Church  decided  to  take  this  passage 
literally.  As  we  opened  our  eyes  to 
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(As  we  opened  our  eyes  to  the  unmet  needs  of  our  community, 
a  vast  sea  of  ministry  opportunities  become  evident." 


the  unmet  needs  in  our  community, 
a  vast  sea  of  ministry  opportunities 
became  evident.  The  following  are  a 
few  illustrations: 

A  local  funeral  director  informed 
us  that  nearly  400  funerals  take 
place  each  year  in  Ashland  County. 
Hundreds  of  grieving  individuals 
and  families  are  represented  by  this 
statistic.  But  in  spite  of  this  obvious 
need,  our  town  lacked  a  support 
group  to  provide  ongoing  ministry 
and  comfort  to  the  bereaved  —  both 
Christian  and  non-Christian.  Open 
your  eyes  and  look  at  the  fields! 
So  a  Bereavement  Support  Group 
was  formed  at  Park  Street  Church, 
and  is  now  in  its  second  year  of 
ministry.  The  Lord  has  used  this 
caring  group  to  touch  the  lives  of 
more  than  65  individuals  and 
families. 

A  deaf  fellowship 

A  deaf  Christian  communicated 
that  an  estimated  100  deaf  people 
live  in  Ashland  County.  Recent 
statistics  indicate  that  the  deaf  con- 
stitute approximately  eight  to  ten 
percent  of  the  world's  population  — 
a  group  so  large  that  it  exceeds  the 
total  population  of  either  the  USA  or 
the  Soviet  Union!  An  assembly  so 
vast,  and  yet  not  a  single  church  in 
our  county,  including  ours,  was 
making  an  effort  to  reach  them! 
Open  your  eyes  and  look  at  the 
fields!  So  the  Ashland  County  Deaf 
Fellowship  was  launched,  signing 
during  our  10:30  a.m.  worship  hour 
on  Sunday  was  begun,  a  Sunday 
school  class  for  the  deaf  was  started, 
and  visitation  was  initiated.  Al- 
though progress  has  been  slow  at 
times,  several  weeks  ago  two  deaf 
persons  found  Christ  as  Savior. 
Thanks  be  to  God! 

The  local  Council  on  Aging 
suggested  that  Ashland  needed  a 
volunteer  organization  that  could 
meet  the  practical  needs  of  the  grow- 
ing population  of  senior  adults  in 
our  county.  Open  your  eyes  and 
look  at  the  fields!  So  the  Practical 
Assistance    Ministry    was    started. 
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THERE  ARE  PEOPLE 
WHO  CARE  .... 


Nine  brochures  describe  the  various 
outreach  ministries  of  the  Ashland  Park 
Street  Brethren  Church.  Each  brochure 
stresses  the  same  basic  theme  —  "Because 
He  cares  there  are  people  who  care  .  .  .  ." 

Now  in  its  second  year,  its  director 
and  volunteers  have  served  dozens 
of  seniors  with  practical  "hands  on" 
service. 

A  local  counselor  indicated  that 
the  most  pressing  need  in  our 
county,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  support 
group  for  the  divorced.  A  bit  of  re- 
search showed  us  the  truth  of  this 
statement.  Our  small  community 
averages  approximately  20  divorces 
a  month!  Your  community  probably 
isn't  much  different.  You  see  the 
fields,  don't  you?  Few  churches  in 
our  community  were  making  a  pub- 
lic effort  to  serve  the  divorced.  In 
fact,  several  had  closed  their  doors 
to  them.  A  mailing  list  of  over  80 
names  was  compiled,  and  the  Di- 


vorce Recovery  Group  was  launched. 
Several  individuals  and  families 
have  found  a  church  home  at  Park 
Street  as  a  result  of  being  touched 
by  the  caring  lives  of  the  dedicated 
volunteer  staff  of  this  ministry. 

A  visually  impaired  attender  in 
our  congregation  noted  that  the 
blind  and  visually  impaired  in  the 
community  lacked  a  group  with 
which  to  identify  —  a  group  in 
which  common  struggles,  burdens, 
and  faith  could  be  shared.  So  VISA 
(the  Visually  Impaired  Support  As- 
sociation) was  organized  and  has  ac- 
tively served  over  30  visually  im- 
paired individuals  and  their  families 
during  the  past  year.  Another  ripe 
field  of  service. 

Our  church  is  located  in  proximity 
to  Ashland  College,  a  school  that 
serves  and  educates  approximately 
100  international  students  through- 
out the  academic  year.  We  send  mis- 
sionaries overseas,  as  we  should.  Yet 
many  of  these  countries  are  drop- 
ping off  the  best  of  their  youth  in 
our  back  yard!  And  so,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Ashland  College 
AC'cess  program,  the  International 
Student  Fellowship  was  born.  Eight 
families  from  Park  Street  are  now 
serving  as  "host  families"  to  eight 
students  from  around  the  world. 
Just  yesterday  we  visited  with  a 
Japanese  girl  who  indicated  a  desire 
to  learn  more  about  the  Christian 
faith. 

Other  ministries 

If  space  permitted,  I  would  love 
to  tell  about  the  Suicide-Survivor- 
Victim  Seminar,  which  is  targeted 
to  serve  those  who  experience  this 
unique  form  of  grief;  or  the  Short- 
Term  Missions  Ministry,  which  will 
send  21  of  our  adults  and  young 
people  to  the  Appalachian  moun- 
tains next  summer.  And  much  could 
be  written  about  our  Share  Group 
Families,  in  which  over  100  adults 
are  participating.  Yet,  even  with 
these  various  ministries,  our  work  is 
far  from  complete!  There  are  still 
(continued  on  page  7) 


Ordination: 


A  Model  for  Brethren  Ministry 

Part  two  of  a  two-part  study  of 
ordination  in  The  Brethren  Church. 


This  article  contains  the  third  section 
of  a  report  prepared  by  an  ordination 
study  committee  appointed  by  the  Na- 
tional Brethren  Ministerial  Association. 
The  report  was  presented  to  and  adopted 
by  the  Ministerial  Association  at  the 
1987  General  Conference,  along  with  a 
recommendation  that  ministerial  proce- 
dures in  The  Brethren  Church  be  revised 
to  include  changes  suggested  by  the 
report. 

The  first  two  sections  of  this  report, 
which  appeared  in  an  article  in  the  Oc- 
tober Evangelist,  explore  the  biblical 
and  theological  aspects  of  ordination. 
This  section  presents  guidelines  for  the 
practice  of  ordination  The  Brethren 
Church. 

BASED  on  the  above  findings 
[presented  in  last  month's  arti- 
cle], we  would  suggest  the  following 
model  for  Brethren  ministry. 

I.  Who  properly  should  be  termed 
an  elder? 

We  endorse  the  continued  use  of 
the  term  elder  to  refer  to  the  or- 
dained leadership  of  the  church.  Not 
only  does  it  have  biblical  and  histor- 
ical roots,  but  it  also  has  less  "bag- 
gage" and  ambiguity  than  words 
like  minister,  bishop,  and  overseer, 
and  is  a  bit  broader  than  the  word 
pastor. 

The  primary  sense  of  the  word 
elder  should  be  to  designate  those 
who  have  been  ordained  and  are 
pastoring  in  a  local  church.  Addi- 
tionally, the  title  elder  should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  following  special  cases 
(only  if  they  have  previously  been 
ordained): 

(1)  Those  retired  from  pastoral 
ministry. 

(2)  Those  serving  in  the  national 
offices. 

(3)  Those  serving  in  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  or  the  religion 


department  of  Ashland  College. 

(4)  Those  serving  in  a  church-related 
position  recognized  by  the  Director 
of  Pastoral  Ministries  and  the  ap- 
propriate district  board  of  oversight. 

II.  Distinguish  between  the  words 
"ordain"  and  "commission." 

We  recognize  that  there  is  little 
actual  difference  between  these  two 
words.  Both  denote  the  setting  apart 
of  someone  for  a  particular  task  or 
function.  Nevertheless,  for  practical 
purposes  ordination  should  be  re- 
served for  setting  apart  elders  for  at 
least  two  reasons:  (1)  historical  pre- 
cedent and  (2)  proper  recognition  of 
the  office  of  elder/overseer/bishop  as 
the  Servant  of  the  Word  and  over- 
seer/shepherd of  God's  flock.  Com- 
missioning should  be  the  term  used 
in  other  cases. 

A.  The  criteria  for  ordination. 

Only  those  people  should  be  or- 
dained who:  (1)  are  biblically  qual- 
ified, (2)  have  the  requisite  training, 

(3)  are  pastoring  a  congregation,  and 

(4)  have  been  recommended  for  ordi- 
nation by  a  local  church,  appropriate 
district  board,  and  the  National  Or- 
dination Council. 

B.  The  usage  of  commissioning. 
Commissioning    can    have    broad 

usage  within  the  church  at  large. 
We  suggest  the  following  as  exam- 
ples. There  are  some  who  gain  their 
livelihood  from  the  church  but  do 
not  meet  other  qualifications  for  or- 
dination (those  in  music,  youth, 
Christian  education,  counseling). 
These  would  receive  commissioning 
only.  They  could  be  called  "Minister 

of ,"  "Director  of ," 

etc.  A  church  should  feel  free  to 
develop  any  appropriate  title  provid- 
ing the  concept  is  understood.  These 
persons  would  appear  before  the  Dis- 


trict Boards  of  Examination  but  not 
the  National  Ordination  Council. 
(The  IRS  recognizes  commissioned 
Christian  workers.) 

Commissioning  is  appropriate 
when  a  particular  ministry  is  lim- 
ited with  respect  to  time.  Short-term 
missionaries  should  thus  be  commis- 
sioned. Further,  if  elders  move  from 
the  pastorate  to  some  other  form  of 
ministry  to  the  church  (denomina- 
tional executive,  professor,  evangel- 
ist, etc.),  they  should  be  commis- 
sioned to  this  task,  though  they  still 
would  retain  the  designation  "elder." 

III.  What  about  elders  who  leave  the 
Brethren  ministry? 

A.  Those  that  go  to  other  denomina- 
tions and  want  to  return. 

When  elders  leave  the  Brethren 
ministry  for  service  in  another  de- 
nomination, the  ethical  procedure 
should  be  for  them  to  move  their 
membership  to  that  denomination  as 
well.  The  unofficial  practice  of  dual 
membership  for  elders  and  dual  rec- 
ognition of  their  office  as  elder 
should  be  discontinued.  This  means 
that  when  elders  leave  The  Brethren 
Church  they  should  no  longer  be  rec- 
ognized as  elders  by  their  former 
district  and  the  national  organiza- 
tion. If  at  some  point  they  desire  to 
return  to  Brethren  ministry,  their 
case  will  be  handled  in  the  same 
way  as  any  other  non-Brethren 
minister  seeking  a  Brethren  pastor- 
ate, with  the  exception  that  they 
must  bring  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion from  the  District  Board  of 
Examination/Oversight  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  they  formerly  served 
if  they  seek  a  pastorate  in  another 
district. 

We  suggest  the  procedure  adopted 
by  the  Ohio  District  in  such  cases: 
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Article  VIII,  Section  5  of  Ohio  Dis- 
trict Constitution  — 

Any  ordained  minister  of 
another  denomination,  including 
those  who  have  formerly  served  as 
elders  in  The  Brethren  Church, 
may  be  called  tentatively  as  a 
pastor,  with  the  authority  of  a 
licensed  minister,  provided  that 
prior  to  his  initial  appointment, 
the  Ministerial  Examining  Board 
shall  approve  his  employment. 
Such  approval  of  the  Ministerial 
Examining  Board,  however,  shall 
be  interpreted  as  tentative  for  the 
year  subsequent  to  the  approval. 
If  the  minister  so  received  and 
tentatively  approved  shall  have 
proved  himself  worthy  during  the 
year,  and  followed  a  study  out- 
lined by  the  Ministerial  Examin- 
ing Board,  the  Board  may,  upon 
written  request  of  the  minister 
and  the  local  church  which  he 
serves,  either  recommend  him  to 
the  National  Ordination  Council 
for  final  consideration,  or  outline 
further  steps  to  be  taken  to  qual- 
ify, or  reject  his  application.  When 
the  application  is  approved  by  the 
National  Ordination  Council,  the 
local  congregation  may  proceed 
with  a  public  service,  setting  him 
aside  to  the  Brethren  ministry 
and  reaffirming  his  ordination. 

B.  Those  not  functioning  in  any  el- 
dership role. 

The  following  categories  would 
provide  a  helpful  distinction. 

1.  Leave  of  absence. 

For  those  elders  who  feel  they 
need  a  period  of  rest  or  special 
study,  we  suggest  a  leave  program 


with  certain  stipulations.  The  elder 
should  have  an  agreement  with  the 
Director  of  Pastoral  Ministries  be- 
fore leaving  pastoral  service  and  ap- 
pear before  the  DPM  upon  desire  to 
return  to  active  service.  During  the 
leave,  the  elder  should  be  required 
to  be  under  the  supervision  of  a 
Brethren  elder  and  communicate  an- 
nually with  his  District  Board  of 
Examination/Oversight.  We  further 
suggest  that  the  leave  be  two  years 
with  renewal  at  the  discretion  of  the 
DPM  and  that  the  elder  serve  in 
some  church  or  service  ministry 
(teaching,  supply  preaching,  service 
programs)  though  not  necessarily 
with  The  Brethren  Church.  After 
two  years,  if  not  approved  for  re- 
newal, the  person  will  be  placed  on 
the  inactive  list.  This  procedure 
should  also  be  followed  by  those  el- 
ders who  desire  to  pastor  in  The 
Brethren  Church  but  cannot  find  a 
church  immediately. 

2.  Inactive  elder. 

Those  elders  who  leave  pastoral 
ministry  without  requesting  leave  of 
absence  will  automatically  be  placed 
on  an  inactive  list  by  their  District 
Board  of  Examination/Oversight 
after  one  year  of  inactivity.  When 
this  occurs,  no  elder  credential  is  to 
be  issued  by  their  district.  In  order 
to  be  reinstated  to  the  elder  roster, 
they  must  go  before  the  District 
Board  of  Examination/Oversight  of 
the  district  in  which  they  served. 
After  three  years  of  inactivity,  the 
person's  ordination  will  lapse.  All 
actions    by    the    District    Board    of 


Examination/Oversight  are  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  DPM. 

IV  Special  Considerations 

A.  Lay  pastors 

We  encourage  the  use  of  lay  pas- 
tors in  interim  situations  and  in  our 
smaller  churches.  Such  lay  pastors 
do  not  need  ordination  but  should  be 
authorized  by  the  District  Board  of 
Examination/Oversight  and  commis- 
sioned for  this  work. 

B.  Deacons 

Given  the  mixed  practice  in  our 
churches  regarding  the  tenure  of 
deacons,  we  would  suggest  that  the 
term  "commissioning"  be  used, 
though  in  those  churches  which  set 
apart  deacons  for  life  the  term  "or- 
dain" might  be  appropriate. 

V.  Relationships  between  the  DPM 
and  the  various  District  Boards  of 
Examination/Oversight. 

A.  All  minutes  and  decisions  of 
District  Boards  of  Examination/ 
Oversight  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  DPM.  This  procedure  will  pro- 
vide greater  continuity  and  under- 
standing throughout  the  Brother- 
hood. 

B.  Whenever  an  elder  moves  from 
one  district  to  another,  pertinent 
records  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
appropriate  District  Board  of  Exami- 
nation/Oversight. 

C.  All  District  Boards  of  Examina- 
tion/Oversight should  develop,  in 
cooperation  with  the  DPM,  common 
terminology  and  procedures  for 
ministerial  examination  and  over- 
sight [t] 


Small  Town  Surprises 

(continued  from  page  5) 

other  new  ministries  on  the  chalk- 
board, which  are  greatly  needed  in 
our  small  town. 

You  may  be  wondering  who  staffs 
these  support  groups  and  outreach 
ministries?  Dedicated,  caring,  com- 
passionate lay  people  provide  the 
majority  of  the  leadership.  In  fact, 
many  of  the  core  leaders  received 
much  of  their  "training"  through 
their  own  personal  suffering  and  re- 
covery. For  example,  the  core  staff 
members  of  our  Bereavement  Sup- 
port Group  have  themselves  experi- 
enced loss.  The  leadership  team  of 
our  Divorce  Recovery  Group  knows 
well  the  pains  of  divorce.  Our  VISA 
core  staff  either  have  a  vision  im- 


pairment or  feel  a  calling  to  serve 
this  particular  need  group.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  core  staff  of  our 
Deaf  Fellowship,  the  leadership  of 
our  ministry  to  senior  adults,  the 
facilitator  of  the  Suicide-Survivor- 
Victims  Seminar.  And  the  list  could 
go  on. 

One  element  common  to  all  of  our 
lay  leadership  is  this:  in  the  midst  of 
their  suffering  or  their  call  to  serv- 
ice, each  has  found  God  to  be  his  or 
her  greatest  source  of  strength,  for- 
giveness, hope,  and  comfort.  The 
common  faith  of  our  volunteer  staff 
is  reflected  in  both  word  and  deed  as 
they  sacrificially  serve  hundreds  of 
people,  Christian  and  non-Christian, 
in  Jesus'  name.  I  would  be  quick  to 
say  that  committed  lay-leadership 
is,     indeed,     the     heartbeat     and 


strength   of  the   ministry   at   Park 
Street. 

Now  here  is  the  moral  of  this 
story:  As  you  are  busy  serving  in 
your  small  community  church,  are 
you,  like  the  disciples,  satisfied  just 
to  coordinate  the  fellowship  meals 
and  to  "get  on  with  the  program"? 
Or  will  you  open  your  eyes  to  the 
tremendous  potential  for  ministry 
within  the  hundreds  of  broken  lives 
that  surround  your  church?  I  im- 
agine that  if  Jesus  Himself  were  to 
visit  your  congregation,  He  might 
point  to  the  homes  in  your  communi- 
ty and  say,  "Do  not  say,  'Four 
months  more  and  then  the  harvest.' 
I  tell  you,  open  your  eyes  and  look  at 
the  fields!  They  are  ripe  for  har- 
vest!" And  so  the  question  becomes, 
What  will  you  say  to  Him?  [t] 
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Let  Us  Be  Brethren 

"For  one  is  your  Master,  even  Chirst; 
and  all  ye  are  brethren. " 

Matthew  23:8 


"All  Ye  Are  Brethren" 

By  Moderator  Dale  R.  Stoffer 


HAVE  you  ever  wondered  where 
the  name  "Brethren"  came 
from?  Have  you  been  curious  how  it 
became  the  name  for  our  denomina- 
tion? In  answering  these  questions, 
we  will  lay  an  excellent  foundation 
for  our  discussion  of  the  second  part 
of  the  theme  verse  for  the  1988  Gen- 
eral Conference:  "For  one  is  your 
Master,  even  Christ;  and  all  ye  are 
brethren"  (Matthew  23:8). 

Pietism 

One  of  the  Christian  movements 
from  which  our  Brethren  forefathers 
came  was  Pietism.  This  movement, 
which  was  found  in  both  the  Lu- 
theran and  Reformed  (Calvinist) 
churches,  sought  to  reform  the 
church  by  calling  individuals  to  a 
life-changing  commitment  to  Christ. 
They  felt  that  conversion  must  al- 
ways be  followed  by  a  new  life  in 
Christ  that  manifested  itself  in  love 
for  God  and  one's  neighbor. 

To  this  end,  Pietists  gathered  fre- 
quently in  small  groups  in  order  to 
pray,  study  Scripture,  and  lovingly 
guide  and  admonish  one  another. 
This  intimate  fellowship  with  God 
and  one  another  resulted  in  their 
calling  one  another  "brother"  or  "sis- 
ter." So  strong  were  their  bonds  of 
love  and  commitment  that  they  re- 
garded each  other  as  belonging  to  an 
intimate  spiritual  family. 

The  Brethren  movement  was  born 
in  this  setting.  The  early  Brethren 
carried  over  from  Pietism  a  strong 
sense   of  spiritual   kinship.   One  of 
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Alexander  Mack's  favorite  pictures 
of  the  church  was  the  "household  of 
faith"  (see  Eph.  2:19).  He  referrred 
to  God  as  the  "house-Father"  or 
head  of  the  house. 

The  Brethren  understood  them- 
selves as  being  part  of  God's 
spiritual  house  through  faith  in  His 
Son,  Jesus  Christ.  As  God's  spiritual 
children,  they  were  brothers  and  sis- 
ters of  one  another.  It  was  natural 
that  this  understanding  should  re- 
sult in  their  calling  one  another 
"brother"  and  "sister."  Because  this 
quality  of  spiritual  kinship  was  a 
distinguishing  part  of  their  practice 
(as  it  still  is,  as  one  can  see  at  Gen- 
eral Conference),  the  name  "Breth- 
ren," which  is  a  plural  form  of 
brother,  came  to  be  used  as  an  offi- 
cial designation  for  the  church  at 
least  by  the  early  1800s. 

An  inherent  challenge 

The  name  "Brethren"  presents  an 
inherent  challenge  to  all  who  iden- 
tify with  it.  It  calls  each  of  us  to 
realize  that  how  we  treat  a  brother 
or  sister  in  the  Lord  or  a  neighbor 
casts  a  reflection  upon  our  Lord. 

I  find  it  intriguing  that  in  Jesus' 
farewell  discourse  in  John  13-17, 
Jesus  identifies  three  qualities  that 
would  mark  us  as  His  disciples  and 
provide  living  proof  of  His  words. 
Note  John  13:35  —  "By  this  all  men 
will  know  that  you  are  my  disciples, 
if  you  love  one  another";  John  15:8 
(NIV)  —  "This  is  to  my  Father's 
glory,   that  you  bear  much  fruit, 


showing  yourselves  to  be  my  dis- 
ciples"; John  17:23b  (NIV)  —  "May 
they  be  brought  to  complete  unity 
to  let  the  world  know  that  you  sent 
me  .  .  .  ." 

These  qualities  of  love,  unity,  and 
fruit-bearing  have  been  essential  for 
the  Brethren  (note  the  symbol  used 
by  The  Brethren  Church).  Histori- 
cally, the  Brethren  have  rightly  un- 
derstood that  Christ  is  either  hon- 
ored or  dishonored  by  how  we  relate 
to  one  another  and  the  world.  Do  we 
truly  love  one  another,  bearing  one 
another's  burdens,  caring  for  one 
another,  forgiving  each  other?  Do  we 
seek  to  maintain  unity  in  the  body 
by  respecting  each  other  and  refus- 
ing to  gossip  and  harbor  resentment 
and  distrust?  Do  our  lives  bear  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit,  yielding  an  abun- 
dant harvest  of  lives  touched  by  our 
words  and  actions? 

It  is  important  to  realize  that  all 
three  of  these  qualities  are  inner 
and  spiritual  in  nature.  Though  all 
of  them  produce  outward  and  tangi- 
ble evidence,  their  root  is  in  the 
heart.  The  early  Brethren  instinc- 
tively knew  that  outward  growth 
comes  only  as  one  gives  attention  to 
these  inward  qualities.  We  grow 
from  the  inside  out  and  not  vice 
versa.  The  problems  that  most  of  us 
face  as  individuals  and  churches 
stem  from  our  forgetting  this  truth. 

Growth  that  pleases  God 

Today  there  is  a  popular  notion, 
even  in  the  church,  that  growth 
comes  more  from  external  factors  — 
the  right  programs,  buildings,  tech- 
niques. (Interestingly  the  Ameri- 
can auto  industry  is  rethinking  this 
whole  approach.)  The  Brethren 
stand  with  Scripture  that  the 
growth  that  pleases  God,  which  is 
spiritual  as  well  as  numerical, 
comes  from  giving  attention  to  the 
inner  qualities  of  love,  unity,  humil- 
ity, commitment,  etc.  Judged  simply 
by  numbers,  such  growth  may  be 
slow,  but  it  will  be  built  upon  a  last- 
ing foundation  of  love  for  God  and 
concern  for  one's  brother  and  sister. 

The  name  "Brethren"  bears  testi- 
mony to  our  conviction  that  we  must 
be  concerned  about  our  relation- 
ship to  God,  to  one  another  in  God's 
family,  and  to  the  world.  Only  to  the 
extent  that  we  are  concerned  about 
these  relationships  are  we  truly 
Brethren.  Let  us  be  Brethren.       [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


BOOKS,  BOOKS,  BOOKS!  I  stag- 
gered under  the  armload  of 
heavy  volumes  as  I  followed  Jerry, 
similarly  laden,  into  our  new  par- 
sonage in  Washington,  D.C.  Jerry 
had  amassed  a  huge  collection  of 
books  during  his  seminary  days. 
Where  are  we  ever  going  to  put  all 
these  books?  I  asked  myself  as  I 
looked  around  the  already  crowded 
room.  I  knew  Jerry's  study  at  the 
church  wasn't  large  enough.  That 
left  the  parsonage. 

Somehow  we  managed  to  squeeze 
in  Jerry's  entire  library.  Using 
bricks,  boards,  and  cheap  wire  racks, 
we  made  books  part  of  the  decor  in 
almost  every  room. 

Negative  feelings  about  bookworms 

Jerry  was  a  bookworm,  but  I  defi- 
nitely was  not.  I'd  neglected  reading 
in  high  school  and  college.  I  was  a 
music  major  with  emphasis  on  piano 
and  organ  performance,  and  I  had 
negative  feelings  about  people  who 
were  bookworms.  Intellectuals  they 
seemed  to  be,  loners,  maybe  even 
unbalanced.  I  didn't  want  to  be  like 
that.  Yet,  I  couldn't  help  feeling 
some  grudging  admiration  for  book- 
lovers  as  I  earned  my  average 
grades,     graduated     from     college, 

Mrs.  Flora,  a  member  of  the  Ashland 
Park  Street  Brethren  Church,  is  a  private 
piano  teacher  and  works  part-time  in  the 
library  at  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary, where  her  husband,  Jerry,  a  former 
pastor,  is  professor  of  New  Testament 
theology.  She  has  written  a  number  of  ar- 
ticles for  the  Evangelist  and  is  coauthor 
with  her  husband  of  the  W.M.S.  centen- 
nial book,  Faith  and  Fortitude:  Lives  of 
W.M.S.  Presidents. 

This  article  originally  appeared  in 
the  November-December  1985  issue  of 
Partnership  and  is  reprinted  here  with 
the  permission  of  that  magazine. 
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Becoming 
A  Bookworm 


taught  for  several  years,  and  became 
a  pastor's  wife  and  a  mother. 

My  lack  of  reading  prowess  didn't 
seem  to  matter  much  until  the  day 
I  was  approached  by  an  editor  at 
a  denominational  conference.  My 
stomach  turned  flipflops  when  she 
smiled  and  asked,  "Would  you  write 
an  article  for  our  Woman's  Outlook 
on  the  subject  'Let  Christ  Be  Lord  of 
Your  Mind'?" 

"Oh,  no!"  I  stammered.  "Maybe 
Jerry  could  write  it." 

Jerry  did  write  most  of  that  arti- 
cle, while  I  stuck  in  a  paragraph  or 
two.  But  the  editor's  request  was  a 
turning  point  for  me,  because  it 
forced  me  to  ask  how  I  could  love 
God  with  all  my  mind. 

I  began  to  see  that  my  mind  was 
too  valuable  a  resource  to  waste. 
What  better  way  to  keep  my  mind 
alert  than  to  read?  But  where  should 
I  begin?  I  started  with  my  needs.  I 
sensed  my  spiritual  dryness  at  that 
particular  period  of  my  life,  so  I 
looked  for  personal  accounts  of 
spiritual  pilgrimages  such  as  Keith 
Miller's  A  Taste  of  New  Wine.  Soon 
afterwards,  I  came  across  a  small 
but  powerful  classic.  The  title  itself, 
Practicing  the  Presence  of  God,  de- 
scribed the  kind  of  walk  with  God 
that  I  desired.  The  author,  Brother 
Lawrence,  was  a  17th-century  lay 
brother  assigned  to  kitchen  duty  in 
a  Carmelite  monastery  in  Paris.  He 
wrote  only  a  few  letters  of  spiritual 
counsel  which  have  been  passed 
down  through  three  centuries. 
"Were  I  a  preacher,"  he  said,  "I 
should  preach  above  all  other 
things,  the  practice  of  the  Presence 
of  God;  were  I  a  teacher,  I  should  ad- 
vise all  the  world  to  it,  so  necessary 
do  I  think  it,  and  so  easy."  Was  God 
really  that  accesible?  I  wondered.  I 
worked  in  the  kitchen  as  Brother 


By  Julie  Flora 

Lawrence  did.  I  was  a  lay  person  as 
he  was,  so  couldn't  I  find  God's 
presence  as  real  as  he  did?  Was  this 
possible? 

In  the  days  that  followed,  I  began 
taking  quiet  time  to  read.  Medita- 
tion and  prayer  became  a  necessary 
part  of  my  life.  I  began  to  get  ac- 
quainted with  Augustine's  Confes- 
sions, the  journals  of  George  Fox 
and  John  Woolman,  A  Testament  of 
Devotion  by  Thomas  Kelly,  and  the 
various  books  of  Evelyn  Underhill. 

Sharing  our  reading 

I  continued  this  reflective  reading 
and  shared  my  findings  with  Jerry. 
He  seemed  to  appreciate  my  new  in- 
terest in  books.  We  began  to  discuss 
a  particular  work,  even  though  at 
times  we  didn't  agree.  Before  long, 
we  were  discussing  books  in  restau- 
rants, over  a  cup  of  coffee,  or  in  a 
corner  of  the  art  museum.  As  we 
discussed  what  we  had  read  during 
the  past  week,  books  became  a  new 
avenue  of  discovering  ourselves  and 
each  other.  Jerry  listened  as  I  de- 
scribed how  I  related  to  the  author 
of  a  certain  book.  I  listened  as  he 
brought  out  facts  I  might  have  over- 
looked. We  began  to  see  that  often  I 
would  respond  on  the  feeling  level  to 
a  book  while  Jerry  would  respond  to 
the  facts.  One  interesting  result  of 
our  mutual  interest  in  books  was 
learning  how  to  balance  both  aspects 
of  ourselves  —  fact  and  feeling. 

One  night,  not  long  ago,  I  was  un- 
able to  sleep.  Not  wanting  to  waken 
anyone  else,  I  crept  into  the  family 
room  to  read.  I  picked  up  Hannah 
Whitall  Smith's  book,  The  Chris- 
tian's Secret  of  a  Happy  Life.  Her 
words  spoke  to  me  deeply  and 
strongly.  I  was  able  to  return  to  bed 
relaxed  and  at  peace.  "Quaker, 
(continued  on  next  page) 
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A  column  in  which  readers  can  share  their  thoughts  and  views  with  the  Brethren. 

Let  Us  Be  Brethren  Indeed 


I  have  been  reading  The  Brethren 
Evangelist  month  by  month  and  in 
the  October  issue  the  article  "Let  the 
Flame  Burn  Brighter"  is  quite  in- 
teresting and  thought-provoking.  I 
have  spent  many  years  planting 
Brethren  churches.  I  have  loved  ones 
in  Ashland  Brethren  churches,  Grace 
Brethren  churches,  and  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  They  are  all  precious 
to  me! 

Now  on  page  5  this  challenge  is 
thrown  in  our  face,  and  I  wish  to  urge 
in  Jesus  name  that  we  stop  our  isola- 
tion and  work  together  like  brethren! 

At  the  bottom  of  the  first  column  [on 
p.  5]  the  article  states,  "We  are  not 
only  independent  from  each  other 
within  our  own  denomination,  we  are 
isolated  from  and  unrelated  to  other 
people  who  call  themselves  Brethren." 

This  is  sick  and  absolutely  unac- 
ceptable to  me!  There  are  all  three 
Brethren  group  churches  in  our  area, 
and  I  ask  you  to  urge  your  churches  to 
challenge  the  other  groups  in  coopera- 
tive evangelism  and  fellowship  in 
soul-winning.  We  could  have  two 
evenings  at  Ashland  Brethren,  two  at 
Grace  Brethren,  and  two  at  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  or  Dunkard  Brethren,  or 
German  Baptist  Brethren.  It  would  be 
fun,  wholesome,  delightful,  precious, 
effective  in  soul-winning,  and  blessed 
of  the  Lord!  The  public  would  like  that 
kind  of  real  Christian  living  within 
the  Church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ! 

I  received  Christ  as  Saviour  60 
years  ago  in  the  Eagle  Creek  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  My  people  were  active 


in  that  congregation  many  years  till 
we  moved  into  Findlay,  Ohio.  My 
grandfather's  brother,  Andrew 
Baughman,  was  the  first  pastor  of  the 
Williamstown  Brethren  Church  south 
of  Findlay  also.  Now  we  are  active  in 
the  Findlay,  Ohio,  Grace  Brethren 
Church,  the  only  Brethren  group  in 
the  city  and  area  there.  Thus  all  three 
fellowships  are  within  around  20 
miles  area.  My  appeal  for  return  to 
real  and  spiritual  fellowship  is  tearful 
and  sincere  and  urgent! 

Let  us  pray,  plan,  and  push  and  get 
into  action  in  cooperation! 

Headquarters  can  publish  materials 


that  help  and  urge  this  cooperative 
ministry  all  over  the  nation  wherever 
we  have  congregations  in  the  same 
area  or  community.  Oh,  how  we  need 
it  for  practical  Christianity!  And  for 
revival  and  for  the  winning  of  our 
neighbors  to  Christ! 

I  burn  with  desire  to  have  revival, 
real  awakening,  people  coming  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  in  all  our  various  churches, 
a  main  purpose  of  being  churches! 

Come,  Brethren,  let  us  be  brethren 
indeed  and  let  the  flame  burn 
brighter! 

Rev.  Marion  R.  Thomas 
Bluffton,  Ohio 
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(continued  from,  page  9) 
rebel,  realist,"  someone  once  wrote 
of  Hannah  Smith.  "She  faced  life 
as  she  found  it,  and  she  found  it 
good."  Reading  has  helped  me  to 
face  my  life,  as  well,  and  to  discover 
mental  and  spiritual  riches  hidden 
to  me  when  I  distanced  myself  from 
books. 

In  my  scrapbook  is  a  picture  of  a 
decorated  cake.  A  friend,  Janet, 
baked  it  for  us.  Shaped  like  an  open 
book,  the  cake  bore  words  on  its  left 
page  from  I  Timothy  2:15:  "Study  to 
show  thyself  approved  unto  God." 
On  the  right  page  Janet  had  writ- 
ten, "Thanks,  Jerry  and  Julie,  for 
being  you."  And  beside  our  names  a 
fat  green  worm  was  eating  a  hole  in 
a  book! 


My  transformation  into  a  book- 
worm has  not  turned  me  into  an  un- 
balanced loner  as  I  once  feared.  In- 
stead, as  I  have  learned  to  develop 
my  mind  through  reading,  new 
doors  of  ministry  have  opened,  in- 
cluding working  in  a  Christian 
bookstore,  reading  at  a  nursing 
home,  writing  for  denominational 
publications,  and  doing  some  public 
speaking.  Since  Jerry  is  now  a  semi- 
nary professor,  we  have  futher  op- 
portunities to  minister  together  by 
leading  retreats  and  spiritual  work- 
shops. Without  the  mental  and 
spiritual  growth  reading  has  fos- 
tered in  me,  these  doors  to  service 
would  have  remained  closed.  My  dis- 
covery of  the  world  of  books  has  en- 
riched not  only  my  own  life,  but  also 
the  lives  of  those  around  me.         j 
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PEACE  POINTS  OF  VIEW 


Disarmament  and  Armaments 


By  Phil  Lersch,  Chair,  Brethren  Peace  Committee 


If  God  had  not  been  willing  to 
take  the  first  step  of  unilateral  dis- 
armament, you  would  never  have 
heard  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  God 
did  come  into  this  world  —  a 
world  bristling  with  enemies  and 
hostility  —  as  a  disarmed  child. 
He  lived  a  life  of  resistance  to  the 
powers  of  death  and  endured  suf- 
fering. He  did  not  retaliate  against 
his  enemies  who  pursued  him  to 
the  cross.  Then  he  rose  from  the 
dead  to  justify  this  unusual  way  of 
life. 

The  story  of  Jesus  Christ  places 
an  event  of  unilateral  disarma- 
ment at  the  center  of  world  history. 
The  time  is  right  for  the  church  in 
the  United  States  to  proclaim  the 
meaning  of  this  transforming,  dis- 
arming initiative  for  our  world 
which  is  being  consumed  by  a 
deadly  arms  race. 

With  these  words,  John  K.  Stoner 
(a  Mennonite  author)  begins  Letter 
Number  2  of  his  seven  Letters  To 
American  Christians*  Stoner  next 
states  that  the  nuclear  arms  race 
has  become  what  it  is  because  of 
fear,  then  follows  that  statement  by 
showing  how  increased  fear  of 
enemies  (namely,  the  Communists) 
has  led  to  the  increased  destructive 
power  of  weapons. 

But  it  doesn't  have  to  be  this  way. 
We  don't  have  to  live  on  the  "brink 
of  global  suicide  that  has  nearly  de- 
stroyed the  soul  of  our  nation." 
There  is  another  way  of  dealing  with 
enemies  (both  personal  and  na- 
tional), and  we  have  seen  it  dem- 
onstrated by  Jesus  Christ  as  He 
faced  both  those  with  an  innate  sin- 
ful nature  ("all  have  sinned  .  .  .") 

*The  set  of  seven  letters  by  John  K. 
Stoner  is  available  for  $2.95  from  Herald 
Press,  616  Walnut  Avenue,  Scottdale,  PA 
15683.  The  titles  are  Does  God  Save  from 
Enemies?  A  Disarming  Initiative  by  Jesus, 
Social  Justice  and  Spiritual  Renewal,  Con- 
version to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  Christian 
Peacemaking,  Peace  Church  Evangelism, 
and  Your  Vocation  and  God's  Creation. 

November  1987 


and  those  who  openly  opposed  Him 
in  life-threatening  ways  (scribes, 
Pharisees,  Roman  authorities).  His 
strategy  toward  all  kinds  of  enemies 
was  the  same  —  not  an  in-kind 
"power  of  death"  response,  as 
threatened  by  His  enemies,  but  a 
"power  of  love"  response  —  espe- 
cially toward  His  enemies. 

Stoner  cites  several  examples 
from  both  the  teachings  and  life  of 
Jesus  to  support  his  thesis  that 
Jesus  introduced  and  lived  a  "dis- 
armed life-"  At  least  He  was  dis- 
armed of  the  kind  of  power  the  world 
relies  upon,  although  "armed"  with 
God's  power  of  love  (which  Jesus  ex- 
pressed unilaterally).  He  "did  good 
to  those  who  hated  Him,  He  blessed 
those  who  cursed  Him,  and  He 
prayed  for  those  who  mistreated 
Him."  Then  God  demonstrated  ap- 
proval of  this  approach  by  raising 
Jesus  from  the  dead  —  a  clear  sign 
that  this  way  of  dealing  with 
enemies  was  the  right  way  because 
it  assures  eventual  victory. 

John  Stoner  also  touches  on  a  re- 
lated theme  in  his  Letter  Number  1, 
"Does  God  Save  From  Enemies?" 
When  discussing  the  threats  of  Com- 
munism and  nuclear  war,  and 
whether  God  will  save  us  from  these 
enemies,  he  states: 

There  is  something  very  humanis- 
tic about  the  frantic  effort  to  save 
ourselves  from  our  enemies  by 
military  means.  It  is  a  denial  of 
grace.  .  .  .  When  God  is  not  ap- 
proached in  prayer  for  salvation 
(from  enemies),  we  deny  God. 
When  instead  we  appeal  to  human 
energy,  wealth,  ingenuity,  wisdom, 
labor,  and  devices,  we  are  guilty  of 
secular  humanism. 

Is  it  possible  that  if  we  as  Chris- 
tian believers  support  our  govern- 
ment's plea  for  increased  armaments 
(missiles,  bombers,  submarines,  and 
"star  wars")  that  we  will  be  respond- 


ing in  a  very  humanistic  way  toward 
our  enemies?  Could  it  be  that  we  are 
attempting  to  solve  a  worldwide 
threat  by  using  the  very  means  that 
we  are  supposedly  opposing  and  de- 
siring to  contain?  When  military 
strength  becomes  our  idol  as  the 
best  means  of  solving  international 
conflict,  it  seems  clearly  to  run 
counter  to  the  example  of  love  and 
disarmament  demonstrated  by  Jesus. 
As  I  thought  about  the  above,  Sec- 
tion II  of  our  Brethren  Resolve  for 
Peace  (adopted  in  1986)  came  to 
mind.  It  states,  in  part: 

II.  [Let  us  resolve]  To  encour- 
age our  government  to  seek  to  re- 
duce the  threat  of  all  war,  includ- 
ing nuclear  war,  and  to  pursue 
peace  through  all  possible  dip- 
lomatic means. 

1.  To  continue  the  efforts  of 
detente  through  international 
dialogue,  negotiations,  and  diplo- 
macy aimed  at  the  lessening  of  in- 
ternational tensions. 

2.  To  continue  in  summit  meet- 
ings, diplomatic  talks,  negotia- 
tions, and  other  such  means  of 
weapon  and  warfare  control  and 
reduction. 

3.  To  pursue  all  possibilities  of 
bilateral,  verifiable  reduction  of 
offensive  and/or  nuclear  weapons. 

As  a  step  toward  implementing 
these  parts  of  Section  II  of  our  Re- 
solve, readers  are  asked  to  contact 
their  Senators  and  Representatives 
to  encourage  their  support  of  pro- 
posed legislation  that  would  reduce 
the  sizes  of  the  weapons'  arsenals  in 
the  United  States  and  other  coun- 
tries around  the  world. 

Let's  be  active  in  our  support  of  all 
efforts  toward  disarmament  and  any 
emphasis  on  any  means  of  solving 
international  differences  and  threats 
other  than  by  military  power.  Such 
practical  involvement  would  be  an 
extension  of  the  teachings,  example, 
and  spirit  of  Jesus.  [t] 
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Home  Missions  Today 

By  William  Kerner,  Home  Missions  Supervisor 


IT  SEEMS  TO  ME  that  an  annual  empha- 
sis on  Home  Missions  is  not  adequate. 
The  task  of  growing  a  mission  church  is  dif- 
ficult. Home  Mission  pastors  need  our 
prayers  and  encouragement  all  year  round. 

Our  Home  Mission  churches  are  in  vari- 
ous stages  of  maturity.  We  are  working  hard 
at  the  task  of  bringing  them  to  maturity,  to 
the  end  that  we  may  establish  new  mission 
classes  in  various  areas.  What  is  happening 
in  Home  Mission  churches  is  best  expressed 
by  their  pastors,  as  they  describe  the  ac- 
tivities of  their  congregations. 

Our  third  annual  Home  Mission  Pastors 
Conference  took  place  in  September.  Our 
theme,  "Pastoral  Leadership,"  led  us  into  an 
exploration  of  the  details  of  leadership  in 
various    situations    of  church   growth    life. 


These  learning  and  sharing  times  by  our 
Home  Mission  pastors  is  bringing  them  close 
together  in  love  and  concern  for  one  another. 

In  addition  to  the  conference  for  Home 
Mission  pastors,  new  church  growth  semi- 
nars are  being  held  in  our  Home  Mission 
churches  aimed  at  leading  members  of  the 
congregations  into  practical  life-style 
evangelism  in  their  communities.  We  also 
now  have  a  bimonthly  newsletter  going  just 
to  Home  Mission  pastors.  This  is  a  letter  of 
useful  ideas,  information,  and  inspiration. 
The  letter's  theme  is  always  church  growth. 

We  ask  you  to  encourage  a  Home  Mission 
pastor.  Write  a  letter,  drop  a  card,  or  make  a 
phone  call.  Let  him  hear  that  you  are  con- 
cerned about  his  calling  and  work.  He  will 
appreciate  it!  [t] 


New  Ministries  at  Icard 


By  Pastor  Robert  Payne 


WE  ARE  GRATEFUL  for  this 
opportunity  to  share  with  you 
news  of  the  Brethren  in  North 
Carolina. 

First  of  all,  God  blessed  us  with  a 
good  vacation  Bible  school  this  past 
summer.  The  attendance  was  good 
and  the  kids  were  enthusiastic.  With 
the  help  of  Joint  Heirs,  one  of  the 
BCE  Summer  Crusader  teams,  who 
assisted  our  own  workers,  we  were 
able  to  provide  quality  teaching, 
crafts,  and  activities.  Through  our 
VBS  program  we  have  been  able  to 
reach  several  new  families,  and  we 
are  seeing  results  and  anticipating 
more  results  in  the  future. 

We    have    begun    two    programs 

through  which  we  believe  God  has 

given   us   an   opportunity   to   reach 

new  people  for  His  kingdom.  One  of 

(continued  on  next  page) 
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Members  of  the  Icard  First  Brethren  Church  spruce  up  their  building,  which 
they  purchased  from  another  congregation. 
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Vision  Quest  at  Newark 


T 


"SN'T  IT  EXCITING  to  see  how 
God  is  at  work  among  us?"  I 
asked  my  congregation.  "I  am  sure 
you  have  been  as  amazed  as  I  have 
to  know  that  in  just  four  months  we 
are  so  close  to  being  able  to  start 
VISION  '87!" 

As  I  paused  during  my  September 
6  sermon  to  let  the  point  sink  in,  the 
church  treasurer  raised  her  hand 
(something  unheard  of  in  our  wor- 
ship service)  and  said,  "We've  gone 
over  the  top!" 

VISION  '87  is  just  one  part  of  a 
new  vision  for  the  Newark  Brethren 
Church.  Planning  for  this  vision 
began  last  winter  and  culminated  in 
a  sermon  I  gave  during  the  worship 
service  on  April  12.  I  reviewed  the 
condition  of  the  building  and  its  ef- 
fects on  the  worship  and  ministry  of 
our  church.  I  also  taught  from  the 
Bible  on  stewardship. 

I  then  challenged  the  members  of 
the  congregation  to  commit  them- 
selves to  a  $35,000,  six-stage  project 
to  remove  asbestos  from  the 
sanctuary,  repair  the  roofs  and 
water-damaged  interior  of  the 
church  building,  and  to  replace  the 
parsonage  furnace.  At  the  same  time 
I  told  them  that  the  Missionary 
Board  was  considering  designating 


By  Pastor  Stephen  Cole 


— - 
Exterior  view  of  the  Newark  Church  building  showing  the  need  for  repairs  to  the  roof. 


the  church  for  the  fall  Growth 
Partners  Club  call  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  asbestos. 

The  congregation  voted  unani- 
mously to  begin  the  process  of  fund- 
raising.  The  first  stage  would  be  to 
repair  the  roofs  at  a  cost  of  $16,860. 
We  decided  to  trust  God  for  cash  and 
not  to  mortgage  our  future.  Al- 
though the  possibility  that  we  could 
come  up  with  the  money  looked 
bleak,  God  provided  a  committed 
Christian  roofing  contractor  who 
told  us  that  he  would  begin  the  work 
as  soon  as  we  raised  the  $9,200  for 
the  cost  of  the  materials.  That  was 
the  amount  we  reached  on  Sep- 
tember 6. 


Our  church  is  also  in  the  midst  of 
a  major  evangelistic  thrust  during 
October  and  November.  This  will 
culminate  in  Friend  Day  on  No- 
vember 15.  We  expect  to  double  our 
attendance. 

We  are  also  in  the  processing  of 
revising  our  constitution  to  a  minis- 
try form  of  government.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  this  I  will  preach  a  series 
of  sermons  relating  to  our  five  objec- 
tives for  the  church:  worship,  nur- 
ture, fellowship,  service,  and  evan- 
gelism. 

Rev.   Bill   Kerner,   Supervisor  of 

Home   Missions   for   The   Brethren 

Church,    was    with    us    from    Sep- 

(continued  on  next  page) 


New  Ministries  at  Icard  cont 

these  we  are  calling  "Operation 
Newcomer."  This  program  involves 
developing  an  awareness  of  the 
changes  taking  place  in  our  com- 
munities. We  are  asking  our  people 
to  be  aware  of  homes  for  sale  or 
homes  that  have  recently  been  sold. 
This  activity  can  easily  involve 
the  whole  family.  Taking  a  drive 
through  our  own  area,  asking  the 
kids  to  help  spot  "For  Sale"  signs, 
and  writing  down  the  location  can 
be  a  lot  of  fun.  Another  way  of  locat- 
ing   newcomers    is    to    check    local 


papers  for  property  transfers. 

Why  should  we  focus  so  much  on 
newcomers?  We  believe  that  those 
who  have  recently  moved  into  an 
area  are  looking  for  someone  who 
will  help  them  become  a  part  of 
their  new  community.  We  believe 
the  church  can  be  of  great  assistance 
during  this  time  of  transition  in 
their  lives. 

The  other  program  is  the  develop- 
ment of  a  practical,  family-oriented 
newsletter  with  such  topics  as 
money  management,  dealing  with 
stress,  spiritual  development,  etc. 
Also  to  be  included  each  month  is  an 


article  about  the  Brethren,  to  help 
people  get  to  know  us  better.  We  are 
fortunate  to  have  obtained  a  list  of 
families  from  our  local  Christian 
ministry.  This  list,  along  with  other 
families  we  have  contacted,  provides 
us  with  an  excellent  group  of  pros- 
pects. After  we  have  mailed  the 
newsletters,  visitation  teams  will  be 
making  follow-up  visits  to  person- 
ally meet  the  people  who  have  re- 
ceived the  newsletters. 

We  ask  for  your  prayers  as  we 
begin  these  new  ministries,  that  God 
will  bless  our  efforts  to  reach  out  in 
His  name.  [t] 
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Special  Events  at  Bloomingdale 

By  Pastor  Charles  Ankney 


FOLLOWING  is  a  list  of  special 
events  that  have  occurred 
since  January  of  this  year  or  which 
are  planned  for  the  remainder  of 
1987  at  the  Bloomingdale  Commu- 
nity Brethren  Church  of  Valrico, 
Florida. 

1.  We  broke  ground  for  our  new 
education  building  in  January 
1987.  We  moved  into  the  addition 
in  April  1987  —  debt  free! 

2.  In  June  we  purchased  used 
solid  oak  pews  with  padded  seats 
(so  much  better  than  hard  steel 
chairs). 

3.  In  June  we  purchased  a  31- 
passenger  bus.  At  present  we  are 
working  to  establish  a  bus  ministry 
as  a  tool  to  use  in  our  church- 
growth  efforts. 

4.  In  July  we  received  15  new 
members  into  our  church  family. 
Four  more  people  are  about  ready 
for  membership. 

5.  Two  families  moved  from 
Ohio  to  assist  in  our  work  as 
tentmakers.  One  family  is  John 
and  Kathy  Thompson  and  their  six 
children.  (Kathy  is  our  daughter.) 
They  have  purchased  a  double- 
wide  mobile  home,  and  both  John 
and  Kathy  have  procured  full-time 
employment.  The  other  family  is 
Raymond  and  Geraldine  Hum- 
phrey and  their  two  sons.  (They 
were  members  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren  Church   of  West   Alexandria, 


Ohio).  They  are  renting  an  apart- 
ment and  both  Raymond  (Butch) 
and  Geraldine  (Flip)  have  found 
full-time  employment. 

6.  On  Sunday,  September  13, 
we  celebrated  Grandparents'  Sun- 
day. Our  members  were  urged  to 
bring  their  grandparents  to  the 
worship  service  with  them  and  a 
gift  was  given  to  every  grandpar- 
ent present.  In  addition,  a  color 


8.  We  held  a  big  End  of  Sum- 
mer Fellowship  on  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 19.  Five  different  groups 
met  separately  all  at  the  same 
time.  Young  adults  had  a  swim- 
ming party  at  one  home.  Middle 
adults  had  a  swimming  party  at 
another  home.  Older  adults  did  not 
have  a  swimming  party  at  the 
Ankneys'  (we  ATE!).  All  the  chil- 
dren had  a  picnic  and  party  at  the 


An  attractive  sign  announces  the  location  of  the  Bloomingdale  Church. 


photo  was  taken  of  every  grandpar- 
ent with  his  or  her  grandchildren. 
The  developed  photo  was  then 
given  to  the  grandparent  later  by  a 
visitation  team. 

7.  On  Sunday,  September  13, 
we  also  began  a  "Lifestyle 
Evangelism"  study  in  our  adult 
Sunday  school  class.  Aldrich's 
textbook  and  study  guide  are  being 
used. 


Vision  Quest  at  Newark 

(continued  from  previous  page) 
tember  13  to  16  for  VISION 
QUEST  '87.  While  VISION  '87  is 
concerned  with  the  renovation  of 
the  church  building,  VISION 
QUEST  '87  pertains  to  the  renova- 
tion of  the  church  itself,  Christ's 
body. 

We  have  set  a  goal  to  average  57 
in  worship  and  29  in  Sunday  school 
by  the  first  of  the  year.  Although 


at  this  writing  it  is  too  soon  to 
know  how  we  will  do  this  fall,  we 
have  begun  to  enter  the  50's  and 
averaged  44  during  the  summer. 

We  expect  God  to  move  in  a 
mighty  way  as  we  complete  the 
last  third  of  1987.  We  thank  the 
churches  and  Missionary  Board  for 
their  support  of  our  work.  We  feel  a 
responsibility  to  be  good  stewards 
of  God's  money  and  of  the  ministry 
He  has  given  us  in  Newark.        [tl 


church,  while  their  parents  enjoyed 
fellowship  with  their  respective 
groups.  Teens  helped  with  the  chil- 
dren —  then  had  their  own  swim- 
ming party  later. 

9.  We  hosted  a  Florida  District 
Youth  Overnight  Campout  in  tents 
on  Friday,  October  2,  and  Satur- 
day, October  3. 

10.  On  Sunday,  October  4,  we 
celebrated  Holy  Communion. 

11.  On  Thursday,  November  26, 
we  will  have  our  third  Annual 
Thanksgiving  Day  Dinner  at  the 
church.  This  is  especially  for  people 
who  do  not  have  any  family  in  the 
area.  Everyone  is  invited  to  have 
Thanksgiving  dinner  with  the 
"church  family." 

12.  Last  —  and  most  important 
—  our  goal  is  to  have  an  average 
worship  attendance  of  75  by  the 
end  of  1987.  Pray  with  us  that  God 
will  make  this  happen.  [t] 
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Off  the  Plateau  at  Smoky  Row 

By  Pastor  Dale  Stoffer 

LAST  YEAR  in  my  report  of  the 
work  at  Smoky  Row  Brethren 
Church,  I  shared  that  we  had  been 
on  a  numerical  plateau  for  about  a 
year.  Such  times  can  be  a  blessing  or 
a  curse.  If  they  turn  us  to  the  Lord 
in  greater  dependence  and  prayer;  if 
they  help  us  to  reconsider  our 
priorities;  if  they  stir  us  to  greater 
unity  of  action;  they  can  be  blessing. 
But  if  they  cause  us  to  turn  on  each 
other  in  a  critical,  judgmental  way; 
if  they  lead  us  to  lose  our  "first 
love";  if  they  lull  us  into  compla- 
cency; they  can  be  a  curse.  I  am 
thankful  to  report  not  only  that  the 
Lord  has  continued  to  bless  us 
spiritually  during  the  past  year,  but 
also  that  He  has  brought  numerous 
new  families  into  our  fellowship. 

The  external  gauges  of  our 
spiritual  development  this  past  year 
include  four  first-time  confessions  of 
faith  and  six  baptisms.  Spirituality, 
however,  cannot  always  be  meas- 
ured fully  by  such  external  indi- 
cators. There  is  in  the  church  a  deep 
desire  to  know  God's  word  more 
fully  and  to  practice  it  more  faith- 
fully in  our  daily  lives.  Indicative  of 
this  desire  is  the  response  of  our 
people  to  our  home  Bible  studies  or 
"Growth  Groups,"  as  we  call  them. 
Seventy  to  eighty  percent  of  our 
people  are  regularly  involved  in 
these  mid-week  studies.  With  their 
emphasis  on  fellowship,  Bible  study, 
and  prayer  and  snaring,  these 
Growth  Groups  have  been  a  vital 
part  of  the  spiritual  growth  of  many 
of  our  people.  The  four  groups  have 
also  been  means  of  leadership  de- 
velopment within  the  church. 

Numerically,  the  church  has 
shown  significant  progress.  During 
1986  Sunday  school  attendance  av- 
eraged 37  per  Sunday  and  worship 
attendance  averaged  58.  Thus  far 
the  corresponding  figures  for  1987 
are  44  and  67  respectively,  while  for 


the  month  of  August  they  were  48 
and  76  respectively. 

Especially  gratifying  for  me  as  a 
pastor  is  the  way  our  people  have  re- 
sponded to  the  ministry  concept.  The 
chairmen  of  our  nine  ministries 
have  taken  their  responsibilities 
seriously,  and  nearly  all  our  people 
are  serving  on  at  least  one  ministry. 
It  has  also  been  a  blessing  to  have  a 
large  enough  "reservoir"  of  capable 
people  to  allow  some  of  our  leaders 
to  take  a  break. 

In  addition  to  our  Growth  Groups 
and  ministries,  the  educational  pro- 
gram of  our  church  continues  to  be 
strong.  Twelve  teachers  serve  in  two 
six-month  rotations  in  the  children 
and  youth  Sunday  school  depart- 
ments, while  six  teachers  rotate  at 
the  adult  level,  offering  two  courses 
per  quarter.  We  have  had  an  adult 
choir  for  several  years,  and  we  are 
beginning  a  children's  choir  this  fall. 

Outreach  continues  to  be  an  im- 
portant part  of  our  church's  pro- 
gram. We  encourage  our  people  to 
bring  their  friends  and  neighbors  to 
church  services  and  to  Growth 
Groups.  I  also  have  three  laypeople 
involved  with  me  in  visitation.  This 
summer  we  conducted  two  major 
outreach  programs.  Our  vacation 
Bible  school  during  June  was  again 
well -received  by  the  community. 
Then     in    July    the    Joint    Heirs 
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Crusader  team  passed  out  nearly 
6,000  brochures  about  our  church. 
Thus  far  two  families  have  become 
involved  through  this  latter  effort. 

A  sad  event  occurred  this  spring, 
as  Scioto  Brethren  Fellowship  dis- 
banded and  Pastor  Roger  Stogsdill 
began  new  responsibilities  at  the 
Lathrop,  Calif.,  Brethren  Church. 
We  certainly  have  missed  the 
Stogsdills,  but  their  work  here  goes 
on,  as  their  flock  has  joined  ours. 

We  truly  thank  the  Lord  for  His 
goodness  to  us  during  this  past  year. 
Yet  even  blessings  can  bring  chal- 
lenges. We  are  sensing  the  need  for 
a  second  unit,  which  would  provide 
additional  space  for  educational  and 
administrative  activities.  We  are 
presently  using  every  available  area 
in  the  church  for  our  Sunday  school 
program.  Pray  that  resources  would 
come  available  during  the  next  sev- 
eral years  that  would  make  it  possi- 
ble for  us  to  build  such  a  unit.  Con- 
tinue to  pray  also  that  we  would 
hold  forth  the  gospel  in  the  midst  of 
our  community  in  both  word  and 
deed  and  that  the  Lord  would  use 
our  witness  to  touch  the  lives  of 
those  in  need  of  Him.  We  feel  that 
we  can  become  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing evangelical  churches  in  the 
Northwest  Franklin  County  area  as 
we  remain  faithful  to  the  Lord  and 
to  His  calling.  [t] 
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BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


A  New  Home  For  Waterbrook 


By  Gayle  Vaughn 


As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water 
brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  O 
God.  Psalm  42:1 

On  November  30,  1986,  the  people 
of  the  Waterbrook  Brethren  Church  of 
Woodstock,  Virginia,  met  at  the  old  oil 
building  that  had  been  their  home  for 
the  previous  four  years  to  bid  it 
farewell.  They  gathered  to  begin  a 
long-awaited  journey  to  triumphantly 
claim  the  beautiful  new  church  build- 
ing that  was  the  culmination  of  many 
hopes  and  prayers  and  the  result  of 
much  dedicated  labor. 

The  prior  four  years  hadn't  been 
without  struggles.  The  church  began 
with  only  a  few  socially  diverse  indi- 
viduals who  put  their  hearts,  their  fi- 
nancial well-being,  and  their  free  time 
on  the  line.  They  formed  a  body  of  be- 
lievers who  had  a  strong  desire  to  ful- 
fill a  mission  of  ministry  to  the  Lord, 
their  fellow  men,  and  each  other.  They 
were  not  a  large  or  wealthy  congrega- 
tion, but  they  still  paid  off  in  just  two 
years  a  $49,500  debt  for  the  land  on 
which  their  church  was  to  be  built. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  Kent 
Bennett,  their  number  had  grown  to 
well  over  a  hundred  by  moving  day, 
despite  the  fact  that  their  meeting 
place  was  always  crowded,  rarely 
warm  enough,  and  required  a  great 
deal  of  imagination  to  make  it  a  house 
worthy  of  the  King.  Yet,  the  people  of 
Waterbrook  can  tell  you  of  miracles 
that  occurred  in  their  lives  while  in 
that  humble  structure,  revealing 
Jesus'  obvious  presence.   They  could 


Waterbrook  photos  by  Freddie  Helsley. 

Members  of  the  Waterbrook  congregation  pause  for  a  group  picture  as  they  bid 
farewell  to  the  oil  building,  which  served  as  their  church  home  for  four  years. 


tell  you  of  Matthew,  the  baby  con- 
ceived after  ten  years  of  earnest 
prayer;  of  Jeff,  seized  from  the  jaws  of 
death  and  devotedly  serving  Christ 
and  others  like  himself  after  a  lifetime 
of  drug  abuse;  of  husbands  and  wives 
who  thought  their  marriages  didn't 
have  a  chance  of  surviving  who  are 
now  drawn  together  by  a  common 
cause.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
when  David  wrote  Psalm  42:1,  he  was 
alone  and  in  disgrace,  the  very  kind  of 
situation  to  which  Waterbrook  seems 
to  minister. 

Finally,  the  day  had  arrived  for  the 


Waterbrook  family  to  begin  the  final 
phase  of  the  journey  to  their  promised 
land.  After  a  group  photograph  in 
front  of  the  old  oil  building,  the  con- 
gregation formed  a  rejoicing  caravan 
and  proceeded  through  town,  while  a 
police  officer  stopped  traffic  to  allow 
them  to  stay  together.  They  left 
Woodstock  and  continued  to  the  neigh- 
boring town  of  Edinburg,  where  their 
new  home  is  located. 

The  building  is  not  large.  It  is  the 
first  stage  of  a  two-part  building  pro- 
gram. But  it  is  warm  and  inviting  to 
(continued  on  next  page) 


Left  photo,  citizens  of  Edinburg  welcome  the  Waterbrook  con- 
gregation to  their  community.  Right  photo,  members  of  the 


congregation  respond  to  this  welcome,  before  entering  for  the 
first  worship  service  in  their  new  church  building. 
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UPDATE 


Robert  Bischof  Retires  August  31 
From  Brethren  Pastoral  Ministry 


New  Paris,  Ind.  —  Rev.  Robert 
Bischof,  pastor  of  the  New  Paris  First 
Brethren  Church  since  1972,  retired 
from  the  pastoral  ministry  on  August 
31. 

In  recognition  of  their  pastor's  re- 
tirement, the  New  Paris  congregation 
paid  tribute  to  Rev.  Bischof  and  his 
wife,  Bea,  at  a  carry-in  dinner  follow- 
ing the  August  16  worship  service. 
During  the  dinner,  attended  by  New 
Paris  Church  members  and  friends, 
the  Bischofs  were  given  a  plaque,  a 
clock,  and  a  wall  hanging.  The  wall 
hanging,  hand-made  by  New  Paris 
members  Margaret  Stump  and  Edna 
VanDiepenbos,  had  won  top  awards  at 
the  Elkhart  County  4-H  Fair. 

Bischof,  who  turned  65  in  March, 
grew  up  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  where  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Johnstown 
Second  Brethren  Church.  Following 
graduation  from  Johnstown  Central 
High  School  in  1941,  he  served  in  the 
United  States  Air  Force  until  1945. 
He  then  attended  Ashland  College  and 
Seminary,  from  which  he  received 
A.B.  and  B.D.  degrees  respectively. 
During  this  period,  on  May  30,  1948, 
he  married  Beatrice  Mae  King,  daugh- 


ter of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Lester  V.  King. 

While  in  seminary  Bischof  pastored 
the  Ripley  Congregational  Church  in 
Greenwich,  Ohio.  In  1950  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Morrill,  Kans.,  Brethren 
Church,  which  he  served  until  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  then  returned  to  Ash- 
land Theological  Seminary  for  a  year 
of  additional  training  in  preparation 
for  missionary  service  in  Nigeria, 
West  Africa,  where  he  and  Bea  served 
from  October  1952  through  July  1965. 

During  their  period  of  missionary 
service,  the  Bischofs  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  Barbara  (born  in 
1956)  and  Robert,  Jr.  (born  in  1959). 

Following  the  Bischofs'  return  to  the 
United  States,  Rev.  Bischof  served  the 
Huntington,  Ind.,  First  Brethren 
Church  from  1967  to  1970,  and  at  the 
Brethren's  Home  in  Flora,  Ind.,  from 
1970  to  1972.  Then  in  September  1972 
he  accepted  a  call  to  pastor  the  New 
Paris  Church. 

During  his  15  years  as  pastor  of  the 
New  Paris  congregation,  Pastor  Bis- 
chof not  only  tended  the  needs  of  the 
church,  but  was  also  active  in  the  com- 
munity, including  the  Goshen  General 
Hospital  Hospice  and  Chaplaincy  Pro- 


The  Bischofs  with  the  retirement  gifts 
presented  to  them  by  the  New  Paris  First 
Brethren  Church. 

grams  and  the  Elkhart  County  Jail 
Chaplaincy. 

—  reported  by  C.E.  Tredway 


A  New  Home 

(from  previous  page) 
the  people  of  Waterbrook  and  the  com- 
munity they  seek  to  serve.  The  ar- 
chitectural design  symbolizes  a  group 
of  family  homes  built  together  to  rep- 
resent fellowship,  and  the  rays  of  the 
sun  filter  through  a  skylight  to  shine 
on  the  altar  and  the  pulpit.  Through 
the  windows  can  be  seen  God's  glori- 
ous creation.  The  view  includes  majes- 


tic mountains,  woodlands,  and  rolling 
meadows. 

There  is  a  natural  amphitheater  on 
the  eighteen-acre  property,  in  which 
one  outdoor  concert  has  already  been 
held.  It  was  in  this  amphitheater  that 
the  Waterbrook  people  gathered  for  a 
brief  ceremony,  prayer,  and  reflection 
on  this  auspicious  occasion.  The  out- 
door service  included  a  responsive 
reading  based  on  Psalm  24  asking  the 


The  new  home  of  the  Waterbrook  congregation  as  it  neared  completion. 
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citizens  of  Edinburg  for  permission  to 
enter.  After  this  ceremony,  they 
quietly  marched  through  the  woods 
and  up  the  hill  to  claim  the  new 
church  building.  Pastor  Bennett  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  first 
service  in  this  building  by  the  Water- 
brook Brethren  Church  would  never 
be  repeated,  after  which  he  cut  the 
ribbon.  The  people  entered  as  the  big 
bell  pealed  joyous  chimes  that  seemed 
to  echo  off  the  mountains. 

The  greeting  foyer  was  bright  and 
welcoming,  and  the  sanctuary 
appeared  vast  and  full  of  light,  with 
the  sunbeams  streaming  through  the 
skylight  symbolizing  Divine  revela- 
tion in  the  form  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
first  service  in  this  new  sanctuary  did 
not  have  much  fanfare.  It  was  a  serene 
and  reverent  service  enjoyed  by  a 
group  of  people  with  thankful  hearts 
for  the  blessings  they  had  received. 

The  members  of  the  Waterbrook 
Brethren  Church  will  not  stop  here. 
They  are  a  people  envisioning  great 
ministries  and  growth,  now  that  they 
have  received  their  permanent  home. 
Without  a  doubt,  they  have  the  cour- 
age and  resources  to  carry  out  their 
plans. 
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Falls  City  Clothing  Room  Provides 
Valuable  Service  to  the  Community 


The  following  article  appeared  in 
the  October  1,  1987,  edition  of  the 
Falls  City  Journal  and  is  reprinted 
here  with  the  permission  of  that  news- 
paper. The  article  was  sent  to  the 
Evangelist  by  Mrs.  James  Rieger,  a 
member  of  the  Falls  City  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Falls  City,  Nebr.  —  A  community 
service  which  has  been  operating  on  a 
comparatively  low-key  basis  is  the 
clothing  room  at  the  First  Brethren 
Church,  19th  and  Lane  Street. 

The  room  is  open  from  1  to  5  p.m.  on 
Tuesdays  and  the  clothing  displayed 
there  is  available  to  persons  needing  it 
free  of  charge.  Bonnie  (Mrs.  Buck) 
Wing,  who  is  in  charge,  says  that  ap- 
proximately 50  families  from  the  com- 
munity take  advantage  of  the  service 
each  month. 

The  clothing  —  for  all  ages  —  is 
contributed  by  persons  who  have  out- 
grown it  or  quit  wearing  it  and  who 
wish  to  see  it  go  to  others  who  can  use 
it. 

Tuesday  afternoon  when  a  Journal 
reporter  visited  the  clothing  room,  two 
young  women  from  Sabetha  had  just 
brought  in  some  children's  clothing, 
shoes,  winter  coats  and  women's  out- 
fits. 

Patricia  Bailey  said  she  learned  of 
the  room  when  she  came  with  a  friend 
from  Sabetha  several  years  ago  and 
this  was  the  second  time  that  she  had 
brought  items  to  be  distributed.  She 
was  accompanied  by  Margaret  Shump. 

Everything  was  neatly  arranged  on 
tables  or  displayed  on  racks,  just  as  it 
would  be  in  clothing  stores.  It  isn't  an 
easy  job  getting  ready  for  Tuesday's 
"business."  Mrs.  Wing  said  that  it  all 
has  to  be  stored  after  closing  time  on 


Tuesdays  and  then  brought  out  again 
the  next  Tuesday  since  the  room  is 
used  for  other  church  activities. 

The  clothing  room  came  into  being 
because  two  kind  women  gave  the 
Women's  Society  a  pickup  truck  load 
of  clothing  to  be  sent  to  the  Mission 
School  in  Kentucky.  Due  to  the 
amount  and  the  high  cost  of  transpor- 
tation, then-Pastor  Jim  Thomas 
suggested  that  it  be  used  for  those  in 
this  community  who  needed  a  little 
help. 

Some  rods  were  put  up  and  tables 


Mrs.  Wing,  who  is  responsible  for 
the  attractive  display  of  the  clothing, 
sorts  and  sizes  the  incoming  items, 
and  sometimes  even  launders  things 
that  come  in.  However,  it  is  stressed 
that  persons  who  donate  items  should 
bring  them  in  a  good  condition. 

Helen  (Mrs.  Harvey)  Hinz  does 
mending  which  needs  to  be  done  and 
handles  other  things  like  replacing 
zippers  when  needed.  Shorty  Shaffer 
built  the  racks  that  are  used  and  Les- 
ter Peck  stops  at  the  church  every 
Tuesday,  doing  odd  jobs  to  help  out 
Mrs.  Wing.  Ardeth  (Mrs.  Floyd) 
McNeely,  Evelyn  (Mrs.  Ludvik)  Jasa 
and  Margaret  (Mrs.  Albert)  Fritz  are 
regular  helpers  at  the  room. 

About  once  a  month,  someone  takes 


Patricia  Bailey  (I.)  and  Margaret  Shump  hold  some  of  the  items  they  brought  to 
the  Falls  City  First  Brethren  Church  clothing  room.        Photo  courtesy  of  the  Fails  city  Journal. 


were  put  into  use  and  the  room  was 
opened.  Different  volunteers  worked 
each  week  at  first,  but  the  operation 
gradually  got  bigger,  Gladys  (Mrs. 
Francis)  Yoder  noted. 

"It  seems,"  she  said,  "that  the  more 
that's  taken  out,  there's  more  that 
comes  in." 


New  Pastor  Installed 
At  New  Paris  Church 

New  Paris,  Ind.  —  Rev.  Harold  Wal- 
ton was  installed  August  30  as  pastor 
of  the  New  Paris  First  Brethren 
Church. 

In  a  unique  ceremony,  Rev.  Walton 
was  installed  by  the  outgoing  pastor, 
Rev.  Robert  P.  Bischof,  who  retired 
August  31  from  the  pastoral  ministry. 
(See  a  separate  news  story  about  Rev. 
Bischof s  retirement  on  page  17.) 

A  native  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  Rev. 
Walton   received   both   a   bachelor   of 


arts  degree  and  a  master's  degree  in 
biblical  studies  from  Wheaton  College, 
Wheaton,  111.,  as  well  as  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  Trinity  Evangeli- 
cal Divinity  School. 

He  served  for  a  time  as  minister  of 
youth  and  Christian  education  at  a 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance 
Church  in  Greensburg,  Pa.  Then  in 
1976  he  became  pastor  of  the  Second 
Brethren  Church  in  Johnstown,  Pa., 
which  he  served  until  1981.  From 
1981  until  his  move  to  New  Paris  in 
August,  he  pastored  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Fremont,  Ohio. 

—  reported  by  C.E.  Tredway 


a  load  of  excess  things  to  a  Goodwill  or 
Salvation  Army  outlet. 

Mrs.  Yoder  says  that  there's  hardly 
anyone  in  the  church  who  hasn't 
helped  out  in  some  way. 

Mrs.  Wing  keeps  people's  needs  in 
mind  and  if  something  comes  in  she 
knows  is  needed,  she  tries  to  contact 
that  party. 

Mrs.  Yoder  notes  the  first  two  com- 
mandments, "Love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart  and  soul"  and  "Love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  and  says  that 
this  is  what  the  First  Brethren 
Church  is  trying  to  do. 

For  a  Happy  Thanksgiving: 

Count  your .  . . 

Blessings  instead  of  your  crosses; 
Gains  instead  of  your  losses; 
Joys  instead  of  your  woes; 
Friends  instead  of  your  foes; 
Count  on  God  instead  of  yourself. 

The  Christian  Builder 
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North  Manchester  Church  Prepares 
For  Arrival  of  New  Pastor  in  Nov. 


North  Manchester,  Ind.  —  Members 
of  the  North  Manchester  First  Breth- 
ren Church  are  eagerly  awaiting  the 
coming  of  their  new  pastor,  Rev.  Mar- 
lin  McCann,  who  has  accepted  the  call 
to  serve  as  their  shepherd  and  leader. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  is  busily  en- 
gaged in  renovating  and  refurbishing 
the  parsonage  in  preparation  for  the 
McCann's  arrival  during  the  week  of 
November  16.  Rev.  McCann  will  first 
occupy  the  pulpit  on  Sunday, 
November  22,  when  a  day  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving  will  be  celebrated 
during  the  worship  hour,  followed  by  a 
carry-in  harvest  dinner. 

North  Manchester  Brethren  have 
undergone  a  difficult  period,  but  from 
struggles  and  difficulties  come 
strength,  spiritual  renewal,  and  en- 
couragement, as  we  work  together  to 
witness  to  the  community  and  to  one 
another  of  God's  love,  compassion,  and 
patience. 

Rev.  Jim  Black  completed  a  series  of 
revival  meetings  in  early  October, 
prior  to  his  leaving  on  October  26  for 
an  administrative  visit  to  Brethren 
Mission  work  in  India  and  Malaysia. 
He  conducted  a  meaningful  Commun- 
ion service  and  ministered  to  the  con- 
gregation in  various  healing  ways. 

The  congregation  is  also  apprecia- 
tive of  Rev.  Gus  Hacker,  who  minis- 
tered to  us  for  several  months  in  the 
spring,  and  the  various  denomina- 
tional personnel,  who  encouraged  us 
and  filled  the  pulpit.  Retired  pastors 


Rev.  Woodrow  Immel  and  Rev.  Clar- 
ence Kindley,  as  well  as  members  of 
the  board  of  deacons,  were  also  called 
upon  to  assist.  But  all  are  now  await- 
ing the  exciting  prospect  of  Rev. 
McCann's  coming. 

We  have  not  been  inactive  during 
the  interim,  however.  Two  adults  and 
ten  young  people  were  baptized  and 
received  into  the  church,  and  two 
others  were  received  by  letter.  Five 
weddings  have  taken  place,  and  five  of 
our  senior  saints  have  been  called  to 
their  reward.  Illnesses  and  hospitali- 
zations have  been  a  concern  of  our 
church  family,  and  the  deacons  and  el- 
ders have  served  well  in  this  ministry. 


We  praise  God  for  the  "valleys"  since 
they  make  us  more  appreciative  of  the 
"mountaintop"  experiences. 

In  addition  to  eagerly  awaiting  the 
coming  of  our  new  pastor,  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  serving  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ  in  the  Old  Order 
German  Baptist  Church,  when  their 
conference  is  held  in  our  area  next 
spring.  We  will  operate  two  food  tents, 
and  already  our  committees  are  pur- 
chasing equipment  and  making  prep- 
arations for  these  four  intensive  days. 
We  have  had  the  privilege  of  serving 
them  on  two  other  occasions  and  know 
that  it  requires  the  assistance  of  every 
able-bodied  person  in  the  congrega- 
tion. It's  a  large  undertaking,  but  it's 
also  a  rewarding  experience,  as  we  re- 
ally learn  to  work  together. 

—  written  by  LaVeta  Immel 
Corresponding  secretary 


Waterloo  Member  Celebrates 
90th  Birthday  in  October 

Waterloo,  Iowa  —  Ethel  Lichty,  a 
longtime  member  of  the  First  Breth- 
ren Church  of  Waterloo,  celebrated 
her  90th  birthday  on  October  18. 

For  43  of  her  90  years,  Miss  Lichty 
taught  school  —  all  but  the  first  three 
years  at  the  Lowell  School  in  Water- 
loo. She  has  also  been  active  in  her 
church,  serving  for  many  years  as 
superintendent  of  the  primary  and 
junior  Sunday  school  departments. 
She  continues  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Homebuilders  Class  and  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society. 

Miss  Lichty  retired  from  teaching  in 
1964.  Since  retiring  she  claims  to  have 


made  more  than   500  Raggedy  Ann 
and  Andy  Dolls. 

—  reported  by  Lois  Catchpool 


Bethlehem  Church  Celebrates 
"Mae  Day"  on  23rd  of  August 

Harrisonburg,  Va.  —  This  year  the 
Bethlehem  Brethren  Church  cele- 
brated May  Day  in  August  —  during 
the  worship  service  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, August  23. 

This  May  Day  ("Mae  Day,"  actually) 
was  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Mae  (P.G.) 
Wenger,  as  a  show  of  appreciation  for 
her  many  years  of  service  to  the  Lord 
and  to  the  Bethlehem  congregation. 

Mrs.  Wenger  has  served  at  the 
piano  and  organ  most  of  her  life,  and 
has  also  been  a  Sunday  school  teacher 
for  many  years.  In  addition  she  is  cur- 
rently president  of  the  church's  senior 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and  she 
is  also  corresponding  secretary  for  the 
congregation. 

Most  of  Mrs.  Wenger 's  family  was  in 


attendance  for  "Mae  Day,"  including 
family  members  to  the  third  and 
fourth  generation.  Her  son,  George, 
took  part  in  the  service,  leading  three 
of  her  favorite  hymns. 

Members  of  the  Bethlehem  congre- 
gation who  have  known  Mrs.  Wenger 
for  as  little  as  two  months  or  as  long 
as  57  years  shared  memories  of  times 
when  she  had  taught,  encouraged, 
greeted,  befriended,  witnessed  to,  com- 
forted, or  served  them  in  some  other 
way.  Pastor  Pat  Velanzon's  message 
for  the  "Mae  Day"  service  was  based 
on  I  Corinthians  13:13  and  I  Thessalo- 
nians  1:2-3,  which  speak  of  the  faith, 
love,  and  hope  which  Mrs.  Wenger's 
life  has  exemplified. 

The  congregation  presented  Mrs. 
Wenger  a  certificate  of  appreciation 
during  the  worship  service,  then  con- 
tinued the  "Mae  Day"  celebration  into 
the  afternoon  with  a  carry-in  lunch. 


Pastor  Pat  Velanzon  presents  a  certifi- 
cate of  appreciation  to  Mae  Wenger  on  be- 
half of  the  Bethlehem  congregation. 
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Pleasant  View  Church  Float  Wins 
First  Place  Second  Year  in  Row 


Apollo,  Pa.  —  For  the  second  time  in 
two  years,  a  float  made  by  the  Pleas- 
ant View  Brethren  Church  took  first 
place  in  the  annual  Apollo  Moon 
Landing  Celebration  parade. 

"A  Mighty  Fortress"  was  the  theme 
of  the  float  for  this  year's  parade, 
which  was  held  July  22  in  Apollo.  The 
float  featured  a  brown  paper  fortress 
with  four  turrets  each  bearing  two 
flags. 

Several  children  and  adults  wearing 
breastplates  and  carrying  shields  rode 


on  the  float  and  tossed  candy  labeled 
with  the  church  name  to  children 
along  the  parade  route.  In  addition,  a 
felt  banner  displaying  the  name  and 
location  of  the  church  covered  the 
back  of  the  float. 

Volunteers  of  a  cross-section  of  ages 
helped  to  design,  construct,  and  dis- 
play the  float.  These  included  Pastor 
Keith  Hensley,  Stella  and  Michael 
Zack,  Rita  Shank,  Rebecca  and  Nancy 
McGraw,  Karol,  Eric,  and  Gary 
Walker,  Mary  Cariss,  Marilyn,  Josh, 


and   Terri    Gourley,    Brenda   Nelson, 
and  Ilene  Alese. 

Plans  are  already  being  made  for 
next  year's  float. 
—  reported  by  Terri  and  Josh  Gourley 


Above,  Rebecca  McGraw  gets  her 
breastplate  tied  in  place  in  preparation 
for  her  ride  on  the  float.  At  left,  the  prize- 
winning  float  of  the  Pleasant  View 
Brethren  Church. 


Friends  Remember  Ada  Sibert 
On  90th  Birthday  Celebration 

Burlington,  Ind.  —  When  Mrs.  Ada 
Sibert  celebrated  her  90th  birthday 
October  6  at  her  home  near  Bur- 
lington, she  appreciated  the  many 
cards,  phone  calls,  and  letters  she  re- 
ceived from  her  friends. 

A  number  of  the  birthday  wishes  in- 
cluded expressions  of  thanks  for  the 
life-changing  ministries  of  Mrs.  Sibert 
and  her  late  husband,  Rev.  Floyd 
Sibert,  during  his  pastorates  at 
Masontown  and  Pittsburgh,  Pa.; 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio;  and  Mexico  and 
Burlington,  Ind.  The  Lost  Creek  Mis- 
sion and  Riverside  Christian  Training 
School  also  expressed  their  gratitude 
for  Mrs.  Sibert's  initiative  in  en- 
couraging support  for  these  ministries. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  a  public 
school  teacher  for  many  years,  Mrs. 
Sibert  led  home  Bible  studies,  helped 
in  the  camp  program,  directed  church 
choirs,  and  taught  Sunday  school  for 
approximately  75  years. 


Ada  Sibert  with  cards  and  letters  she 
received  on  her  90  birthday. 

Mrs.  Sibert's  address  is  RR  #1, 
Bringhurst,  IN  46913  (phone:  317-883- 
3753). 


Pleasant  View  Church  Holds 
Teacher  Appreciation  Day 

Vandergrift,  Pa.  —  Pleasant  View 
Brethren  Church  held  a  "Teacher  Ap- 
preciation Day"  September  13  to  ex- 
press gratitude  and  give  encourage- 
ment to  the  congregation's  Sunday 
school  teachers. 

Linda  Beekley,  a  public  school 
teacher  and  Christian  educator  from 
Ashland,  Ohio,  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  occasion.  In  addition  to  this 
message,  each  class  offered  some  token 
of  appreciation  to  its  teachers  in  the 
form  of  words  of  thanks,  a  poem,  flow- 
ers, a  skit,  jokes,  a  certificate,  or  a 
song.  Many  hugs  and  kisses  were  also 
exchanged,  and  some  tears  of  joy  were 
shed. 

A  special  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
teachers  and  a  fellowship  time  with 
the  Beekleys  followed  the  appreciation 
program. 

Real  Thanksgiving  is  thanksliving. 
—  Pulpit  Helps 
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Twenty  Mission  Leaders  Seek  Ways 
To  Evangelize  World  by  Year  2000 


Dallas,  Tex.  —  Leaders  of  20  of  the 
world's  largest  denominational  and 
para-church  missions  organizations 
met  in  Dallas  September  17-18  to 
explore  ways  to  work  together  to  reach 
the  world  with  the  Gospel  by  the  year 
2000. 

R.  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  who  had  called  the  meeting, 
said  the  purpose  was  to  "try  to  see  if 
we  can  do  what  we  do  better  (by  doing 
it)  together." 

Noting  that  the  mission  leaders 
were  sensing  a  growing  urgency  for 
world  evangelization  in  this  genera- 
tion, Dr.  Parks  commented  following 
the  meeting,  "We're  not  just  talking 
about  something.  We  really  believe  it 
can  happen  and  should  happen  in  our 
day." 

Other  denominations  present  were 
the  Assemblies  of  God,  Conservative 
Baptist,  General  Conference  Mennon- 
ite,  Church  of  God  in  Christ, 
Nazarene,  Presbyterian  USA,  and 
United  Methodist. 

Also  present  were  representatives  of 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  Every 
Home  for  Christ/WLC,  Far  East 
Broadcasting  Company,  Mennonite 
Central  Committee,  Navigators, 
North     American     Renewal     Service 


Committee,  SIM  International,  Trans 
World  Radio,  World  Methodist  Coun- 
cil, World  Vision,  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators,  and  Youth  With  A  Mis- 
sion. 

Much  of  the  dialogue  was  spent  in 
prayer  and  the  discussion  of  prayer, 
called  "a  divine  means  for  empowering 
believers  to  bear  fruitful  witness  to 
God's  love  for  all  people." 

According  to  the  official  statement 
from  the  gathering,  "There  was  una- 
nimity in  confessing  prayer  as  the  key 
to  releasing  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  the  purifying  of  believers 
and  the  healing  of  the  nations." 

"From  the  interchange,"  said  Dr. 
Dale  Kietzman,  president  of  Every 
Home  for  Christ,  "came  a  desire  to  call 
all  Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
throughout  the  world  to  join  in  united 
intercession."  That  intercession,  he 
said,  will  focus  on  "accelerating  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  to  all 
people  with  an  invitation  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  personal  Saviour  and 
Lord  and  to  become  responsible  mem- 
bers of  His  church." 

Christians  will  be  asked  to  set  aside 
one  24-hour-period  preceding  Pente- 
cost each  year  between  now  and  A.D. 
2000  for  fasting  and  prayer  for  world 
evangelization. 


Auto  Accident  Takes  Life 
Of  Wife  of  ATS  Student 

Ashland,  Ohio  —  Patience  Odoyo 
Oriri,  the  wife  of  an  Ashland  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  student  from  Mombasa, 
Kenya,  was  fatally  injured  October  24 
in  an  automobile  accident  near  Ash- 
land. 

Her  husband,  Abel  Odoyo  Oriri,  was 
also  injured  in  the  accident  and  was 
admitted  to  Mansfield  General  Hospi- 
tal where  he  was  initially  listed  in  fair 
condition.  He  has  since  recovered  and 
been  released.  The  Odoyo  Oriri's  two- 
year-old  son,  Wendo,  was  not  seriously 
injured  and  was  treated  at  Samaritan 
Hospital  in  Ashland  and  released. 

According  to  a  trooper  from  the 
State  Highway  Patrol,  the  accident  oc- 
curred when  Odoyo  Oriri  applied  the 
brakes  of  his  car  and  lost  control  on 
the  rain-covered  highway.  The  car  slid 
left  of  center  and  was  struck  by  an 
oncoming  pickup  truck.  The  two  occu- 
pants of  the  pickup  were  not  seriously 
injured. 


Abel  Odoyo  Oriri  was  the  pastor  of  a 
congregation  of  approximately  300  in 
Kenya,  but  came  to  the  U.S.  in  1986  to 
further  his  education  at  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary.  His  wife  was 
also  pursuing  a  major  in  business  ad- 
ministration at  Ashland  College. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  for 
Mrs.  Odoyo  Oriri  at  the  Ashland 
Theological  Seminary  chapel  on  Oc- 
tober 27.  Her  body  is  being  returned  to 
Mombasa,  Kenya,  for  burial,  to  com- 
ply with  tribal  customs. 

The  seminary  has  established  a 
fund  to  cover  the  expenses  of  sending 
her  body  back  to  Kenya.  The  cost  is  es- 
timated at  $6,000.  The  Odoyo  Oriri 
family  was  not  covered  by  insurance 
and  does  not  have  enough  money  to 
pay  the  expenses.  Mr.  Odoyo  Oriri 
plans  to  accompany  the  body  to 
Kenya,  which  will  entail  an  additional 
expense  of  approximately  $3,000. 

Donations  for  these  expenses  may 
be  sent  to  Ashland  Theological  Semi- 
nary (910  Center  St.,  Ashland,  OH 
44805),  designated  for  the  "Abel 
Fund." 


From  6  p.m.  on  the  Friday  preceding 
Pentecost  to  6  p.m.  the  next  day,  from 
time  zone  to  time  zone,  the  prayer 
vigil  is  envisioned  to  become  a  "chain 
of  prayer  and  fasting  encircling  the 
globe."  (The  next  Pentecost  is  May  22.) 

The  mission  leaders  also  made  ten- 
tative plans  for  a  consultation  early 
next  year  to  explore  setting  up  a  com- 
mon data  base  of  research  about  un- 
evangelized  people. 

Participant  James  W.  Rogers, 
executive  director,  international  pub- 
lications, Youth  With  A  Mission 
(YWAM)  said  he  was  particularly  in- 
terested in  cooperative  efforts  for  re- 
cruiting for  the  mission  task  and  de- 
veloping prayer  support  for  world 
evangelization. 

"Because  YWAM  is  in  many  differ- 
ent nations,"  Rogers  said,  "we're  so 
aware  of  the  scope  of  the  task,  and  it 
makes  us  keenly  aware  of  the  need  for 
sharing  the  load  in  a  cooperative  ef- 
fort. We  are  in  favor  of  this  (type  of 
cooperation)  and  encourage  it  because 
there  are  many  opportunities  (for 
cross-cultural  missions)  but  the 
number  of  people  available  are  never 
enough." 

Bob  Bowman,  president  of  Far  East 
Broadcasting  Company,  felt  the  very 
fact  that  "people  are  talking  together" 
was  a  major  significance.  While  there 
was  no  effort  made  by  the  missions 
leaders  to  form  any  kind  of  organiza- 
tion, there  was  the  "desire  on  the  part 
of  many  of  those  who  were  there  to 
communicate  with  one  another  and 
(continue  to  explore)  what  can  be  done 
and  where  we  can  cooperate." 

It's  been  very  encouraging  to  me," 
said  Bowman,  "to  see  how  many  or- 
ganizations have  been  talking  about 
the  year  2000.  We  can't  go  on  the  way 
we  have  been  doing  for  so  long  with- 
out any  goals  or  idea  of  completion  of 
the  task,  not  really  knowing  where  we 
stand  in  the  world  today.  I  feel  that 
simply  coming  out  with  the  goal  of 
trying  to  do  it  by  the  year  2000  brings 
everybody  alive"  to  the  task. 

—  NewsService2000 

Muslim  Riots  in  Nigeria 
May  Bring  Christian  Gains 

Ibadan,  Nigeria  —  Muslim  riots  in 
northern  Nigeria  last  May  that 
leveled  more  than  60  church  buildings 
and  left  many  dead  and  wounded  may 
have  advanced  the  gospel.  Many 
people,  especially  Muslims,  have 
turned  to  Christ  because  they  saw 
that  Christians  did  not  retaliate  dur- 
ing the  riots. 

—  CHRISTIAN  AID  news  service 
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The  Milledgeville,  111.,  Brethren 
Church  conducted  a  24-hour  prayer 
vigil  from  7:00  p.m.  on  October  3  until 
the  beginning  of  Communion  Service 
on  October  4.  The  theme  of  the  vigil 
was  "Call  to  Commitment."  Members 
were  encouraged  to  pray  for  at  least 
15  minutes  during  the  vigil,  but  one 
participant  commented,  "I  signed  up 
for  15  minutes,  but  by  the  time  I 
finished  praying,  it  had  been  45  min- 
utes." Another  vigil,  planned  in  con- 
junction with  Easter  Communion,  will 
continue  the  focus  on  commitment  to 
Christ. 

The  Keenagers  (50-and-over)  of  the 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  First  Breth- 
ren Church  had  an  active  summer, 
which  included  three  bus  trips  in  addi- 
tion to  their  regular  monthly  meet- 
ings. Their  first  trip  was  a  one-day  ex- 
cursion to  Muncie,  Ind.,  where  a  rep- 
resentative from  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce boarded  the  bus  and  gave  them 
a  guided  tour  of  the  city.  In  July  they 
made  a  four-day  trip  to  Davenport, 
Iowa,  that  included  a  day  traveling  up 
the  Mississippi  River  aboard  a  paddle 
wheel  boat  and  a  second  day  touring 
the  Amana  Colonies.  Then  in  Sep- 
tember they  made  a  second  four-day 
trip,  this  one  to  northern  Michigan 
and  southern  Canada  for  an  Algoma 
Railway  trip  into  the  colorful  Agawa 
Canyon,  followed  by  a  day  on  Mack- 
inac Island,  where  no  motorized  vehi- 
cle is  allowed  and  travel  is  by  horse 
and  carriage. 

Dr.  Frederick  Burkey  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  vice  president 
for  college  advancement  at  Messiah 
College  in  Grantham,  Pa.  In  taking 
this  position,  he  leaves  Ashland  Col- 
lege, where  he  served  from  1978  to 
1980  as  director  of  religious  affairs 
and  from  1980  to  1987  as  director  of 
development.  Prior  to  his  years  at 
Ashland  College,  he  served  as  Director 
of  Christian  Education  for  The  Breth- 
ren Church  from  1967  to  1978.  Mes- 
siah College  is  a  Christian  college  af- 
filiated with  the  Brethren  in  Christ 
denomination. 


Joan  Ronk  has  been  named  to  the 
position  of  researcher/writer  in  the  de- 
velopment department  at  Ashland 
College.  Mrs.  Ronk,  member  and  or- 
ganist at  the  Ashland  Park  Street 
Brethren  Church,  began  working  at 
AC  in  1971  as  secretary  to  the  dean  of 
the  college.  She  was  named  secretary 
to  the  vice  president  for  academic  af- 
fairs in  1972,  secretary  to  the  vice 
president  for  development  in  1976, 
and  administrative  assistant  to  the 
vice  president  for  institutional  ad- 
vancement in  1986.  In  her  new  posi- 
tion, she  will  assist  the  development 
staff  and  the  president  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  development  proposals. 

John  E.  Gilbert,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joeseph  E.  Gilbert,  members  of 
the  West  Alexandria  First  Brethren 
Church,  and  himself  a  former  member 
of  that  congregation,  was  awarded  the 
Ashland  College  Distinguished  Serv- 
ice Award  during  homecoming  ac- 
tivities on  October  24.  Gilbert  grad- 
uated cum  laude  with  a  B.A.  degree  in 
applied  music  from  AC  in  1967  and 
was  valedictorian  of  his  class.  He  also 
has  a  master  of  sacred  music  degree  in 
organ  performance  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City.  Gilbert  is  associate  professor  of 
music  at  Ashland  College  and  serves 
as  organist-choirmaster  at  St.  Mat- 
thew's Episcopal  Church  in  Ashland. 

Both  Dr.  Juan  Carlos  and  Maria 
Miranda  are  to  make  presentations  at 
COMIBAM,  the  continent-wide  Latin 


American  Missions  Conference  to  be 
held  November  23-28  in  Sao  Paulo, 
Brazil.  Dr.  Miranda  will  speak  on 
"Church  Growth  and  Missions,"  and 
Mrs.  Miranda  will  lead  a  seminar  on 
"The  Attitude  of  Female  Missionary 
Leaders  in  Relation  to  Other  Leaders." 
Three  thousand  delegates  from  all 
over  Latin  America  are  expected  to  at- 
tend the  congress,  which  has  as  its 
aim  to  awaken  Latin  churches  to  in- 
volvement in  world  evangelization. 

Sandy  Schwartz,  wife  of  former 
Brethren  pastor  Rev.  Ed  Schwartz,  en- 
tered the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  Philadelphia  October  26 
for  an  operation  to  remove  her  re- 
maining kidney.  Following  the  opera- 
tion she  was  placed  on  emergency 
standby  for  a  kidney  transplant,  to  be 
performed  when  a  suitable  donor  is 
found.  Prayers  are  requested  on  her 
behalf.  Their  address  is  466  Spring 
St.,  Pottstown,  PA  19464. 

A  new  book,  Sectarian  Childrear- 
ing:  The  Dunkers  1708-1900,  looks 
at  how  the  "Old  Brethren,"  the 
forebearers  of  present-day  Brethren 
groups,  raised  their  children.  Written 
by  Alvin  E.  Conner,  a  pediatrician 
brought  up  in  the  Dunker  tradition, 
the  book  provides  a  carefully-re- 
searched account  of  how  earlier  Breth- 
ren related  to  their  children.  The  book 
is  available  for  $19.95  plus  $1.50  for 
UPS  and  handling  from  Brethren 
Heritage  Press,  24  Chambersburg  St., 
Gettysburg,  PA.  17325. 


In  Memory 

Pearl  Mack,  78,  October  9.  Former 
member  of  the  Glenford  Brethren  Church. 
Services  conducted  by  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Cole 
and  Rev.  Robert  Shaw. 
Don  Klutz,  66,  August  28.  Member  of  the 
North  Manchester  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  conducted  by  Rev.  Woodrow 
Immel. 

Weddings 

Patty  Hoover  to  John  Rathmacher,  Au- 
gust 8,  at  the  North  Manchester  First 
Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel  of- 
ficiating. Bride  a  member  of  the  North 
Manchester  First  Brethren  Church. 
Susan  Tschantz  to  Tim  Duquette,  July 

25,  at  the  North  Manchester  First  Breth- 
ren Church;  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel  officiat- 
ing. Bride  a  member  of  the  North  Man- 
chester First  Brethren  Church. 

Karen  Clark  to  Robert  Marley,  June  6, 
at  the  North  Manchester  First  Brethren 
Church;  Rev.  Woodrow  Immel  officiating. 
Bride  a  member  of  the  North  Manchester 
First  Brethren  Church. 
Darla  Parmley  to  Steven  Warner,  May 

26,  at  the  North  Manchester  First  Breth- 


ren Church;  Groom  a  member  of  the  North 
Manchester  First  Brethren  Church. 
Carol  Helsel  to  Craig  Harnish,  May  16, 
at  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church; 
Pastor  Keith  Hensley  officiating. 

Goldenaires 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaine  Bowen,  50th,  Oc- 
tober 10.  Members  of  the  North  Manches- 
ter First  Brethren  Church. 
Kathryn  and  Max  Lichty,  50th,  Sep- 
tember 24.  Members  of  the  Waterloo  First 
Brethren  Church. 

Nina  and  Louis  Burndhart,  50th,  Sep- 
tember 1.  Members  of  the  Williamstown 
Brethren  Church. 

Evea  and  Richard  Worst,  50th,  August 
29.  Members  of  the  Williamstown  Brethren 
Church. 

Kathryn  and  Bob  Zent,  50th,  July  9. 
Members  of  the  Roanoke  First  Brethren 
Church. 

Membership  Growth 

Newark:  1  by  tranfer 

Hillcrest:  2  by  transfer 

Pleasant  View:  2  by  baptism,  2  by  trans. 

N.  Manchester:  12  by  baptism,  2  by  trans. 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  (or  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  19:14)- 

A  Thankful  Game 
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Name  a 
bird. 


Name  a 
building. 


Take 

another 

turn. 


Name  an 
animal. 


Name 
a  food. 


Name  a 
friend. 


Start 


You  will  need: 

1.  Buttons  for 
markers. 

2.  A  coin  to 
toss. 

To  play: 

1.  Toss  the 
coin. 
Heads,  move 

2  spaces. 
Tails,  move 

3  spaces. 

2.  Read  the 
words  in 
the  space. 

Do  what  they 
tell  you. 

3.  First  player 
to  reach  the 
Thank  You 
space  is  the 
winner. 


NOTE:  You  may 
color  this  page  if 
you  like. 
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Name  a 
book. 


Name  a 
relative. 


Name  a 


Name  a 
place. 


Lose 

1 
turn. 


V 


-* 


& 


Name 

something 

good  to 

drink. 


for  all 
these 
things. 


Name 
God's  best 

gift. 


Name 

something 

you 

wear. 


Name  a 
toy. 


Name  a 
ifish.A^ 


Name  a 
fruit. 
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BRETHREN 

ME  MISSIONS 


Your 

Support  THE  KEY  TO  GROWTH 


1.  "GROWTH"  in  Church  Planting 
I     2.  "GROWTH"  in  Church  Maturity 
3.  "GROWTH"  in  Special  Ministries 


HERE  AT  HOME 


and  OVERSEAS 


Once  again  we  THANK  YOU  for  your  faithful  support  of  the  Brethren  Home  Mission 
Program  through  regular  and  special  gifts,  Growth  Partners,  and  the  Revolving 
Loan  Fund.  Your  continuing  help  is  needed.  Please  do  not  fail  to  do  your  very  best 
in  supporting  Home  Missions  in  1988. 


through  your  local  church, 
or  mail  your  gift  to: 


MISSIONARY  BOARD 

OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH 

524  COLLEGE  AVE. 
ASHLAND,  OHIO  44805 
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Funclerburg  Library 
ANg!ESTE^COLi£G 


O  Come,  Let  Us  Adore  Him 


the 
salt 
shaker 
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• 


by  Alvin  Shifflett 


A  Kick  in  the  Seat  of  the  Pants 


I'VE  JUST  FINISHED  reading  an 
interesting  book  entitled  A  Kick 
in  the  Seat  of  the  Pants,  by  Roger 
von  Oech.  Dr.  von  Oech  is  president 
of  Creative  Think,  a  California- 
based  consulting  firm  that  stimu- 
lates creativity  and  innovation  in 
business.  He's  doing  a  whale  of  a 
business,  for  there's  a  great  lack  of 
creativity  in  the  marketplace  —  and 
in  the  church.  In  fact,  someone  has 
suggested  that  the  church  usually 
runs  a  good  ten  years  behind  the 
marketplace  in  creativity  and  in- 
novativeness. 

Dr.  von  Oech  has  a  companion 
book  called  A  Whack  on  the  Side  of 
the  Head,  which  will  clean  out  the 
cobwebs  in  your  brain.  I've  found 
both  books  stimulating  and  reward- 
ing —  and  applicable  to  myself  as 
well  as  to  other  Brethren. 

The  "safe"  thing 

We  all  have  a  tendency  to  get  into 
a  rut  and  to  do  the  "safe"  thing  — 
something  that  worked  ten  years 
ago.  The  problem  is,  what  worked 
ten  years  ago  may  not  work  today, 
or  at  least  not  as  well  as  it  did  ten 
years  ago.  It's  easy  to  stop  asking, 
"Why  this?"  or  "What  if?"  But  when 
you  stop  asking  these  simple  yet 
poignant  questions,  you  stifle 
creativity. 

For  example,  if  you  had  one  thing 
to  say  to  The  Brethren  Church,  what 
would  it  be?  Would  you  say,  "Let  us 
run  with  perseverance  the  race  that 
is  set  before  us"  (Heb.  12:1)?  Is  that 
what  you'd  say  to  the  Brethren? 

The  problem  is,  the  Brethren  have 


known  that  verse  for  years.  We've 
all  proclaimed  how  we  would  run 
the  race  that  is  set  before  us.  But 
every  August  it  appears  we've  de- 
cided to  jog  the  race  that  is  set  be- 
fore us.  Or  give  it  an  Olympic  walk. 
Would  you  believe,  crawl? 

What's  our  problem? 

Our  problem  is  not  lack  of  knowl- 
edge. Brethren  have  knowledge.  In 
the  marketplace  we're  as  successful 
as  anyone  else.  Nor  is  the  problem 
lack  of  resources,  although  it  may 
appear  so  when  you're  sitting  on  a 
national  board.  But  it  really  isn't  re- 
sources. We  have  the  resources. 

Our  problem  is  aptly  described  by 
von  Oech,  when  he  says  that  the 
human  body  has  two  ends  —  one  to 
create  with  and  one  to  sit  on.  Some- 
times people  get  their  ends  reversed, 
and  when  this  happens,  they  need  a 
"kick  in  the  seat  of  their  pants." 

Now  come  on,  he  doesn't  mean  a 
literal  kick,  although  sometimes 
that  might  help.  He  is  talking  about 
being  creative.  Stop  doing  things  the 
way  you've  always  done  them.  Von 
Oech  has  discovered  that  organiza- 
tions that  did  well  in  the  past  some- 
times cease  doing  well  because  they 
stop  being  creative.  The  moment  you 
make  that  transition,  you  invite 
stagnation  and  non-growth.  Algae 
forms  on  the  top. 

There  are  plenty  of  valid  reasons 
why  creativity  ceases  —  at  least  we 
think  they're  valid  reasons.  Number 
one  might  be  fear  of  failure.  Or  to 
put  it  in  a  spiritual  context,  lack  of 
faith. 


When  Moses  sent  out  that  Task 
Force  to  spy  out  the  land  of  Canaan, 
I'm  sure  he  expected  a  positive 
report.  After  all,  God  had  taken  care 
of  them  for  years.  Do  you  honestly 
think  Moses  would  have  chosen  the 
most  negative  people  in  the  camp  to 
send  across  the  Jordan?  Out  of  all 
those  tribes,  how  he  came  up  with 
ten  Brethren  is  beyond  me!  (Joshua 
and  Caleb  were  definitely  non- 
Brethren.) 

When  the  spies  came  back  to  give 
their  report,  they  had  the  most  valid 
of  reasons  why  they  had  best  head 
back  to  Egypt: 

1.  Those  people  are  giants  — 
we're  grasshoppers! 

2.  They  have  weapons  —  we've 
got  sticks. 

3.  They  have  fortified  cities  and 
resources  —  we  have  a  few  women 
and  children  and,  Moses,  you  took 
all  our  precious  metals  for  the  taber- 
nacle. 

4.  They  have  great  leaders  —  but, 
Moses,  you're  an  old  man. 

Doesn't  that  sound  like  a  report 
given  at  General  Conference  or  at 
your  church's  annual  business  meet- 
ing? Notice  the  emphasis  on  how 
small  we  are  and  what  few  resources 
we  have.  Sounds  like  a  Brethren 
Camp  Meeting  to  me! 

Being  creative  is  work 

You  know,  being  creative  requires 
work,  and  maybe  we  don't  want  to 
work.  After  all,  we've  got  enough 
things  to  do  to  keep  our  organization 
lubricated.  Besides  all  that,  creativ- 
ity often  runs  smack  dab  into  sacred 
cows,  which  isn't  any  fun. 

But  as  philosopher  Dick  Nicolosi 
has  said,  "Slaying  sacred  cows 
makes  great  steaks!"  That  is,  if  you 
survive  long  enough  to  enjoy  eating 
them.  One  doesn't  have  to  be  in 
church  work  long  to  discover  that 
the  only  person  who  likes  change  is 
a  wet  baby.  (I  think  some  educator 
said  that.) 

No  one  wants  to  be  creative  if 
doing  so  brings  criticism  —  for  who 
needs  criticism?  We  all  know  that 
new  ideas  can  be  threatening,  for  by 
their  very  nature  they  call  into 
question  existing  rules,  hierarchies, 
and  assumptions.  When  Stravinsky 
first  presented  his  Rites  of  Spring 
ballet,  the  audience  rioted.  When 
early  micro-computer  developers 
(continued  on  page  9) 
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In  last  month's  issue  it  was  incorrectly  stated  that  the  Icard  First  Breth- 
ren Church  had  purchased  the  building  they  are  now  using.  The  congregation 
is  only  leasing  the  building.  In  fact,  the  first  Growth  Partners  Club  call  for 
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At  the  Invitation 


of 
Jesus 


By 

Peter 
Marshall 

ONE  bitterly  cold  December 
night,  when  Washington  was 
covered  with  a  blanket  of  snow  and 
ice,  a  man  sat  in  his  comfortable 
home  on  Massachusetts  Avenue.  A 
crackling  log  fire  threw  dancing 
shadows  on  the  paneled  walls. 

The  wind  outside  was  moaning 
softly  like  someone  in  pain,  and  the 
reading  lamp  cast  a  soft,  warm  glow 
on  the  Book  this  man  was  reading. 

He  was  alone,  for  the  children  had 
gone  out  for  the  evening,  and  his 
wife  had  retired  early. 

He  read  the  following  passage 
from  Luke:  .  .  .  .When  thou  makest  a 
dinner  or  a  supper,  call  not  thy 
friends,  nor  thy  brethren,  neither  thy 
kinsmen,  nor  thy  rich  neighbors. 
.  .  .But  when  thou  makest  a  feast, 
call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame, 
the  blind. 

Somehow  he  could  not  get  away 
from  those  simple  words.  He  closed 
the  Bible,  and  sat  musing,  conscious 

Dr.  Marshall  was  chaplain  of  the  U.S. 
Senate  from  1947  until  his  death  in 
1949.  This  article  is  adapted  from  Mr. 
Jones,  Meet  the  Master,  Sermons  and 
Prayers  of  Peter  Marshall,  copyright  © 
1949,  1950  by  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co., 
renewed  1977  by  Catherine  Marshall 
LeSourd,  and  is  used  here  by  permission. 
(The  adaption  is  from  The  Guideposts 
Christmas  Treasury,  copyright  ©  1972 
by  Guideposts  Associates,  Inc.,  and  is 
used  by  permission.) 


for  the  first  time  in  his  life  of  the 
challenge  of  Christ,  whose  birthday 
was  so  near. 

What  strange  fancy  was  this? 
Why  was  it  that  he  kept  hearing  in 
a  whisper  the  words  he  had  just 
read? 

He  could  not  shake  it  off.  Never 
before  had  he  been  so  challenged.  "I 
must  be  sleepy,"  he  thought  to  him- 
self. "It  is  time  I  went  to  bed." 

But  as  he  lay  in  bed,  he  thought  of 
the  dinners  and  parties  that  they 
had  given  in  this  beautiful  home. 
Most  of  those  whom  he  usually  in- 
vited were  listed  in  "Who's  Who  in 
Washington." 

He  tried  to  sleep,  but  somehow  he 
could  not  close  the  door  of  his  mind 
to  the  procession  of  the  poor  that 
shuffled  and  tapped  its  way  down 
the  corridors  of  his  soul. 

As  he  watched  them  pass,  he  felt 
his  own  heart  touched.  He  whis- 
pered a  prayer  that  if  the  Lord 
would  give  him  courage,  he  would 
take  Him  at  His  word,  and  do  what 
He  wanted  him  to  do;  only  then  did 
he  find  peace  and  fall  asleep. 

When  the  morning  came,  his  de- 
termination gave  him  new  strength 
and  zest  for  the  day. 

His  first  call  was  on  the  engraver 
who  knew  him  well.  At  the  counter 
he  drafted  the  card,  chuckling  now 
and  then  as  he  wrote,  his  eyes  shin- 
ing. It  read: 


Jesus  of  Nazareth 

Requests  the  honor  of  your  presence 

at  a  banquet  honoring 

The  Sons  of  Want 

on  Friday  evening,  in  a  home  on 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

Cars  will  await  you  at  the 

Central  Union  Mission 

at  six  o'clock 

At  the  bottom  of  the  card  was  the 
quotation:  Come  unto  Me,  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest. 

A  few  days  later,  with  the  cards  of 
invitation  in  his  hand,  he  walked 
downtown.  Within  an  hour,  there 
were  several  people  wondering  what 
could  be  the  meaning  of  the  card 
that  a  kindly,  happy,  well-dressed 
man  had  placed  in  their  hands. 

One  was  an  old  man  seated  on  a 
box  trying  to  sell  pencils;  and 
another  stood  on  the  corner  with  a 
racking  cough  and  a  bundle  of  pa- 
pers under  his  arms.  There  was  a 
blind  man  saying  over  and  over  to 
himself,  "Jesus  of  Nazareth  requests 
the  honor  of  your  presence." 

At  six  o'clock,  a  strange  group  of 
men  stood  waiting  in  the  vestibule 
of  the  Central  Union  Mission. 

"What  is  the  catch  in  this,  any- 
how?" asked  the  cynic.  "What's  the 
game?"  The  blind  man  ventured  to 
remark:  "Maybe  it's  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment relief  program." 

Just  then  someone  came  over  and 
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announced  that  the  cars  were  at  the 
door;  without  a  word,  they  went  out- 
side. 

There  was  something  incongruous 
about  it  all,  these  men,  clutching 
their  thin  coats,  huddling  together, 
their  faces  pinched  and  wan,  climb- 
ing into  two  shiny  limousines.  At 
last  they  were  all  inside,  and  the 
cars  glided  off  with  the  strangest 
and  most  puzzled  load  of  passengers 
ever  carried. 

When  they  dismounted,  on  Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue,  they  stood  gaz- 
ing at  the  house.  Up  the  broad  step 
and  over  thick-piled  carpets,  they 
entered  slowly. 

Their  host  was  a  quiet  man,  and 
they  liked  him — these  guests  of  his, 
whose  names  he  did  not  know. 

He  did  not  say  much,  only,  "I  am 
so  glad  you  came." 

By  and  by,  they  were  seated  at  the 
table,  with  its  spotless  linen  and 
gleaming  silver.  They  were  silent 
now;  even  the  cynic  had  nothing  to 
say.  It  seemed  as  if  the  banquet 
would  be  held  in  frozen  silence. 

The  host  rose  in  his  place.  "My 
friends,  let  us  ask  the  blessing. 

"If  this  is  pleasing  to  Thee,  O 
Lord,  bless  us  as  we  sit  around  this 
table,  and  bless  the  food  that  we  are 
about  to  receive.  Bless  these  men. 
You  know  who  they  are,  and  what 
they  need.  And  help  us  to  do  what 
You  want  us  to  do.  Amen." 

The  blind  man  was  smiling  now. 
He  turned  to  the  man  seated  next  to 
him  and  asked  him  about  the  host. 
"What  does  he  look  like?" 

"There  was  something  incon- 
gruous about  it  all,  these 
men,  clutching  their  thin 
coats,  huddling  together, 
their  faces  pinched  and  wan, 
climbing  into  two  shiny 
limousines. " 

And  so  the  ice  was  broken;  conver- 
sation began  around  the  table,  and 
soon  the  first  course  was  laid. 

It  was  a  strange  party,  rather  fan- 
tastic in  a  way,  thought  the  host. 
His  guests  had  no  credentials,  no  so- 
cial recommendations,  no  particular 
graces — so  far  as  he  could  see.  But, 
my,  they  were  hungry! 

Yet  there  was  not  a  trace  of  con- 
descension in  his  attitude.  He  was 
treating  them  as  brothers. 


It  was  a  grand  feeling — a  great 
adventure. 

He  watched  each  plate,  and  di- 
rected the  servants  with  a  nod  or 
glance.  He  encouraged  them  to  eat; 
he  laughed  at  their  thinly  disguised 
reluctance,  until  they  laughed  too. 

As  he  sat  there,  it  suddenly  oc- 
curred to  him  how  different  was  the 
conversation!  There  were  no  off-color 
stories,  no  whisperings  of  scandal, 
no  one  saying,  "Well,  I  have  it  on 
good  authority." 

They  were  talking  about  their 
friends  in  misfortune,  wishing  they 
were  here  too  .  .  .  wondering  wheth- 
er Charlie  had  managed  to  get  a  bed 
in  the  charity  ward,  whether  Dick 
had  stuck  it  out  when  he  wanted  to 
end  it  all,  whether  the  little  woman 
with  the  baby  had  found  a  job. 

Wasn't  the  steak  delicious! 

When  the  meal  was  over,  someone 
came  in  and  sat  down  at  the  piano. 
Familiar  melodies,  old  songs,  filled 
the  room;  and  then  in  a  soft  voice 
the  pianist  began  to  sing  "Love's 
Old  Sweet  Song,"  "Silver  Threads 
Among  the  Gold,"  "The  Sidewalks  of 
New  York." 

Someone  else  joined  in,  a  cracked 
wheezing  voice,  but  it  started  the 
others.  Men  who  had  not  sung  for 
months;  men  who  had  no  reason  to 
sing,  joined  in. 

Before  they  knew  it,  they  were 
singing  hymns:  "What  a  Friend  We 
Have  in  Jesus,"  "The  Church  in  the 
Wildwood,"  "When  I  Survey  the 
Wondrous  Cross." 

Then  the  pianst  stopped,  and  the 
guests  grouped  themselves  in  soft, 
comfortable  chairs  around  the  log 
fire. 

The  host,  moving  among  them 
with  a  smile,  said:  "I  know  you  men 
are  wondering  what  all  this  means;  I 
can  tell  you  very  simply  but,  first, 
let  me  read  you  something." 

He  read  from  the  Gospels,  stories 
of  One  who  moved  among  the  sick, 
the  outcasts,  the  despised  and  the 
friendless:  how  Jesus  healed  this 
one,  cured  that  one,  spoke  kindly 
words  of  infinite  meaning  to 
another,  and  what  He  promised  to 
all  who  believed  in  Him. 

"Now  I  haven't  done  much  tonight 
for  you,  but  it  has  made  me  very 
happy  to  have  you  here  in  my  home. 
I  hope  you  have  enjoyed  it  half  as 
much  as  I  have,  and  if  I  have  given 
you  one  evening  of  happiness,  I  shall 


be  forever  glad  to  remember  it.  But 
this  is  not  my  party.  It  is  His!  I  have 
merely  lent  Him  this  house.  He  was 
your  Host.  He  is  your  Friend.  And 
He  has  given  me  the  honor  of  speak- 
ing for  Him. 

"He  is  sad  when  you  are.  He  hurts 
when  you  do.  He  weeps  when  you 
weep.  He  wants  to  help  you — if  you 
will  let  Him. 

"When  they  had  gone,  he 
sat  again  by  the  fire  and 
looked  at  the  dying  embers, 
until  the  feeling  became 
overwhelming  that  there 
was  Someone  in  the  room." 

"I'm  going  to  give  each  of  you  His 
Book  of  Instructions.  Certain  pas- 
sages in  it  are  marked,  which  I  hope 
you  will  find  helpful  when  you  are 
sick  and  in  pain,  when  you  are 
lonely  and  discouraged.  Then,  I  shall 
see  each  one  of  you  tomorrow,  where 
I  saw  you  today,  and  we'll  have  a 
talk  together  to  see  just  how  I  can 
help  you  most." 

They  shuffled  out  into  the  night 
with  a  new  light  in  their  eyes,  a 
smile  where  there  had  not  been  even 
interest  before.  The  blind  man  was 
smiling  still,  and  as  he  stood  on  the 
doorstep,  waiting,  he  turned  to 
where  his  host  stood. 

"God  bless  you,  my  friend,  who- 
ever you  are." 

A  little  wizened  fellow  who  had 
not  spoken  all  night  paused  to  say, 
"I'm  going  to  try  again,  mister; 
there's  somethin'  worth  livin'  for." 

The  cynic  turned  back.  "Mister, 
you're  the  first  man  who  ever  gave 
me  anything.  And  you've  given  me 
hope." 

"That  is  because  I  was  doing  it  for 
Him,"  said  the  host,  and  he  stood 
and  waved  good  night  as  the  cars 
purred  off  into  the  darkness. 

When  they  had  gone,  he  sat  again 
by  the  fire  and  looked  at  the  dying 
embers,  until  the  feeling  became 
overwhelming  that  there  was  Some- 
one in  the  room.  Someone  who  stood 
in  the  shadows  and  smiled  too,  be- 
cause some  of  the  least  of  these  had 
been  treated  like  brothers  for  His 
sake.  [t] 

Editor's  note:  May  this  story  chal- 
le3nge  us  to  seek  ways  in  which  we  can 
minister  to  those  in  need  during  this 
Christmas  season. 
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Lessons  we  can  learn  from 


By  G.  Roger  Schoenhals 

IN  his  red,  footed  pajamas,  Jona- 
than crawled  in  among  the  pile  of 
presents  under  the  Christmas  tree. 
He  turned,  sat  down  and  looked  out 
through  the  strands  of  tinsel.  Then 
he  reached  up  and  fingered  one  of 
the  shiny  bulbs. 

I  watched  and  wondered.  Sitting 
there  among  the  presents,  my  seven- 
month-old  son  seemed  to  belong.  He 
was,  to  us,  a  gift  from  God. 

My  mind  traveled  back  to  that 
first  Christmas  in  Bethlehem  and 
God's  gift  of  His  only  Son.  Jesus 
came  not  as  a  full-grown  man,  but 
as  a  baby.  He  lay  in  a  manger,  vul- 
nerable and  dependent. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  God's  gift 
included  not  only  His  Son,  but  also 
an  example  for  us  to  follow  in  our  re- 
lationship with  Him.  Jesus  said, 
"Whoever  does  not  receive  the  king- 
dom of  God  like  a  child  shall  not 
enter  it"  (Luke  18:17,  RSV). 

Christmas,  then,  can  be  not  only  a 
time  to  rejoice  in  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  Child,  but  also  a  special  sea- 
son to  study  the  little  ones  about  us. 
Through  them  we  can  freshly  dis- 
cover the  characteristics  our  Father 
desires  to  see  in  us. 

Here  are  seven  qualities  of 
childlikeness  I  have  observed  in  the 
early  years  of  my  four  children.  I 
pass  them  along  as  "starter  blocks" 
to  get  you  going  in  your  own  adven- 
ture of  observing  children  at  Christ- 
mas. 

*Dependent.  A  child  is  unable  to 
care  for  himself.  He  must  rely  on 
adults  for  protection,  for  provision, 
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and  for  instruction.  Mom  or  dad 
must  wash  him,  dress  him,  and  care 
for  his  hurts.  He  is  vulnerable,  pow- 
erless. He  may  even  need  help  open- 
ing his  presents. 

We  please  God  when  we  come  to 
Him  in  a  spirit  of  dependence,  look- 
ing to  Him  for  His  fatherly  care. 

^Transparent.  We  can  see  right 
through  a  child.  If  he  is  happy,  it 
shows.  If  anger  is  there,  we  see  it. 
Whatever  is  going  on  in  that  little 
head,  the  face  tells  the  story. 

We  adults  tend  to  hide  our  feel- 
ings. We  hide  behind  our  masks.  But 
children  are  wonderfully  unpreten- 
tious. They  are  uncomplicated,  obvi- 
ous. 

God  delights  in  our  honesty.  He 
wants  us  to  be  open  with  ourselves, 
with  one  another,  and  with  Him. 
Children,  at  Christmas,  can  remind 
us  to  be  more  transparent. 

Innocent.  A  child  is  unwise  in  the 
ways  of  the  world.  He  is  unsophisti- 
cated, gullible,  naive.  He  has  not  ex- 
perienced the  range  and  frequency 
of  deceitful  deeds.  Though  he  is  a 
sinner  by  birth,  he  is  yet  innocent  in 
many  ways. 

God  wants  us  to  be  like  children 
in  this  sordid  world.  We  are  to  blush 
in  the  face  of  immorality  and  run 
from  the  presence  of  evil.  We  are  to 
be  "blameless  and  innocent,  children 
of  God  without  blemish  in  the  midst 
of  a  crooked  and  perverse  genera- 
tion" (Phil.  2:15,  rsv). 

*Wide-eyed.  Sometimes  it's  more 
fascinating  to  watch  the  face  of  a 
child  looking  at  a  sunset  than  to  see 
the  sky  itself;  or  to  study  a  child  as 
he  watches  the  lights  blink  on  the 
tree.  Children  have  that  marvelous 


capacity   to   gape   and   gasp.    They 
"ooooo"  and  "ahhhhh"  with  ease. 

Too  often  we  adults  take  God  and 
His  world  for  granted.  We  reveal  the 
loss  of  simple  astonishment,  the  ab- 
sence of  amazement.  We  pray  to  the 
God  of  the  universe  as  if  He  were  an 
old  college  friend.  We  look  at  the 
star-spattered  sky  and  yawn. 

God  wants  us  to  say,  "WOW!" 
Teachable.  A  child  is  like  a 
sponge.  He  soaks  up  whatever  his 
adult  leaders  say  and  do.  He  is  im- 
pressionable, moldable,  pliable.  He 
has  not  reached  the  point  of  know- 
ing more  than  mom  or  dad.  He  seeks 
answers  with  annoying  frequency: 
"Why  this?  Why  that?  Why?  Why? 
Why?" 

God  is  not  put  off  by  our  ques- 
tions. Rather,  He  desires  to  teach  us 
and  to  guide  us.  He  tells  us:  ask, 
seek,  knock. 

*  Eager.  Young  children  are  eager 
beavers.  They  are  ready  to  go  with 
us  anywhere,  anytime.  They  want  to 
be  where  the  action  is.  They  are 
eager  to  please.  They  are  enthusias- 
tic. They  can't  wait  until  Christmas 
morning  to  open  the  presents. 

God  likes  that  kind  of  responsive- 
ness. He  wants  us  to  stand  on  our 
tiptoes,  zealous  to  learn  His  will, 
eager  to  do  it. 

*Trusting.  Children  display  sim- 
ple faith.  They  readily  accept  what- 
ever mom  or  dad  says.  They  leap 
into  space,  knowing  the  outstretched 
arms  will  save  them.  Without  wav- 
ering, without  wondering,  they  be- 
lieve. They  accept  our  stories  about 
Santa  Claus  coming  down  the  chim- 
ney —  or  the  truth  about  Jesus  in 
the  manger. 

The  Bible  calls  us  to  "Trust  in  the 
Lord  with  all  your  heart"  (Prov. 
3:5a,  rsv.)  Repeatedly  we  are  ex- 
horted to  exercise  our  faith;  to  be- 
lieve. Children  can  teach  us  how. 

Christmas  is  coming,  and  children 
will  be  in  the  midst  of  it  all. 
Through  some  of  their  words  and 
ways,  we  can  perceive  what  God 
wants  of  us.  And,  in  turn,  we  can 
offer  to  our  Father  the  gift  of  a 
childlike  heart.  We  can  affirm  our 
dependence  on  God,  our  transpar- 
ency before  Him,  our  innocence  in 
the  world,  our  wide-eyed  wonder 
at  His  glory,  our  openness  to  His 
guidance,  our  eagerness  to  serve 
Him,  and  our  simple  faith  in  His 
Word.  [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 


Over  the  years  I  have  heard  numerous 
exhortations  to  keep  Christ  in  Christmas. 
These  have  often  taken  a  negative  ap- 
proach, stressing  the  ways  in  which  we 
tend  to  push  Christ  out  of  His  Birthday 
by  our  emphasis  on  gifts,  parties,  Santa 
Claus,  decorations,  and  so  on. 

But  what  are  some  positive  things  we 
can  do  to  help  us  remember  that  Christ- 
mas is  a  celebration  of  Christ's  Birthday? 
In  order  to  get  answers  to  this  question,  I 
asked  my  assistant,  Morven  Baker,  to 
contact  Brethren  people  in  the  Ashland 
area  and  ask  them  what  they  do  to  keep 
Christ  in  Christmas.  Here  are  some  of 
their  answers: 


tion,  each  child  usually  received  two 
new  Christian  books  (sometimes  a 
children's  carol  book)  to  be  read  over 
and  over  in  the  days  before  Christ- 
mas. Now  that  we  have  grandchil- 
dren who  visit  at  Christmas,  we  try 
to  have  a  little  Christmas  service  in 
which  each  takes  part,  ending  with 
singing  of  carols. 

—  Trudy  and  Bill  Kerner 
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iN  Christmas  morning,  before 
any  other  activity,  we  (as  a 
family)  snuggle  up  together  (usually 
in  bed),  read  the  Christmas  story, 
sing  softly  a  Christmas  carol  or  two, 
and  pray  —  expressing  our  thanks 
for  the  Gift  we  celebrate.  The  pic- 
ture book  from  which  we  read  the 
Christmas  story  has  been  in  our 
family  about  40  years,  making  this 
experience  a  tradition  that  is  impor- 
tant to  a  "sense  of  family." 

— Linda  and  Charlie  Beekley 

EVERY  YEAR  a  different  mem- 
ber of  the  family  reads  the 
Christmas  story  before  we  open  gifts 
on  Christmas  morning.  From  year  to 
year  the  children  can  always  re- 
member who  read  the  Story  the  year 
before. 

—  Holly  and  Fred  Finks 

AT  Christmastime,  we  try  to 
focus  on  giving,  not  receiving. 
We  sometimes  make,  as  a  family, 
some  of  the  gifts  we  give.  We  also 
usually  plan  a  Christmas  party  for 
some  of  the  senior  citizens  in  our 
area.  The  seniors  really  enjoy  the 
Christmas  carols  and  visiting,  espe- 
cially if  their  families  are  far  away. 
Above  all,  we  emphasize  that 
Christmas  is  the  day  we  celebrate 
Jesus'  birth. 

—  Ginny  and  David  Hoyt 

WHEN  our  children  were  small, 
we  began  the  Christmas  sea- 
son with  a  Christian  Advent  calen- 
dar. Also,  each  night  as  the  children 
were  ready  for  bedtime  prayers,  we 
would  place  figurines  in  our  nativity 
scene,  one  per  night.  As  the  children 
grew  older,  they  also  lighted  "angel" 
candles  at  the  dinner  table.  In  addi- 


LL  the  members  of  our  family 
who  live  in  the  area  attend  the 
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candlelight  service  at  our  church. 
Then,  weather  permitting,  we  go 
caroling  to  shut-ins  from  the  church. 
After  the  caroling  we  go  to  our 
home,  read  the  Christmas  story  to- 
gether and  sing  carols. 

—  Kathy  and  Howard  Mack 
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HEN  the  children  were  little, 


Eve  special  by  first  having  dinner 
out  at  a  family  restaurant.  Then  the 


whole  family  would  attend  the 
Christmas  candlelight  service,  after 
which  we  would  go  home  for  a 
Christmas  party.  The  church  service 
always  set  the  tone  for  the  celebra- 
tion. 

—  Doris  and  Joseph  Shultz 

THE  first  Christmas  decoration 
we  got  out  each  year  when  the 
children  were  small  was  the  nativity 
set.  The  children  would  act  out  the 
Christmas  story  over  and  over  with 
the  figurines.  We  also  had  a  family 
cookie  decorating  time,  after  which 
we  would  deliver  some  of  the  cookies 
to  elderly  families  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. 

—  Karen  and  Brad  Weidenhamer 

IN  early  December,  before  any 
other  decorations  come  out  of  the 
boxes,  the  stable  is  set  up  and  the 
animals  and  the  empty  manger  are 
placed  inside.  The  Wise  Men  are 
placed  at  the  far  end  of  the  room, 
and  each  day  the  children  move 
them  a  little  closer  to  the  stable. 
Mary,  Joseph,  and  the  shepherds  are 
placed  in  the  stable  on  Christmas 
;Eve,  and  the  first  thing  on  Christ- 
mas morning,  the  children  run  to 
see  whether  the  baby  Jesus  is  sleep- 
ing in  the  manger.  He's  always 
there! 

We  also  have  a  birthday  cake  for 
Jesus  on  Christmas  Eve.  After  we 
sing  "Happy  Birthday,  Jesus"  and 
blow  out  the  candle,  we  read  the 
Christmas  story,  sitting  by  the 
Christmas  tree  with  just  the  tree 
lights,  the  fire's  glow,  and  a  few  can- 
dles for  illumination.  On  Christmas 
day  we  always  share  Christmas  din- 
ner with  friends  —  old  or  new  —  en- 
joying together  the  warmth  of  the 
extended  family  that  exists  through 
God's  love. 

—  Morven  and  David  Baker 

What  about  you?  Do  you  have  a  special 
way  of  keeping  Christ  in  Christmas  (dif- 
ferent from  those  mentioned  above)?  If  so, 
we  would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Send 
your  Christmas  celebration  idea  to  the 
editor,  and  it  will  be  put  in  a  file  to  be 
shared  in  the  December  1988  issue. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  have  not  been 
making  an  effort  to  keep  Christ  in  Christ- 
mas, why  not  begin  doing  so  this  year? 
Read  over  the  suggestions  above  and 
choose  one  or  two  that  will  help  you  make 
Christ  the  center  of  your  Christmas. 

R.C.  Winfield,  editor 
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We   encourage   members   to   tithe.    Why 
shouldn't  the  church  itself  do  the  same? 
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EVERY  YEAR,  when  the  Annual 
Conference  reports  are  pub- 
lished, I  observe  that  congregational 
stewardship  with  regard  to  The 
Brethren  Church  is  not  quite  up  to 
snuff.  Many  of  our  churches  manage 
to  meet  their  full  apportionment, 
but  many  others  do  not.  Many  can- 
not. 

A  new  plan 

I  would  like  to  propose  a  "new" 
plan  for  increasing  denominational 
giving,  which  I  believe  will  not  only 
help  our  national  church,  but  bring 
a  harvest  of  blessing  for  congrega- 
tions as  well. 

My  plan  is  simple.  It  is  fully  scrip- 
tural. It  agrees  with  Brethren  teach- 
ing. It  is  something  all  Brethren 
people  understand  and  identify  with. 
It  is  something  every  church  can  af- 
ford. Indeed  it  is  something  no 
church  can  afford  not  to  practice.  My 
plan  is  congregational  tithing. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  many 
biblical  passages  that  teach  the 
principle  of  tithing.  Perhaps  the 
most  famous  is  found  in  Malachi  3. 
But  in  Numbers  18  and  Nehemiah 
12,  the  Bible  teaches  us  that  it  was 
the  tithe  that  supported  the  work  of 
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the  Temple,  which  we  could  say, 
without  stretching  too  far,  was  the 
national  church  of  Israel. 

We  teach  tithing  to  Brethren 
people.  Why  not  reinforce  our  teach- 
ing by  example?  I  believe  Brethren 
churches  should  tithe,  too.  God's 
promise  is  that  He  will  pour  out  a 
huge  blessing.  It  may  not  be  finan- 
cial (though  it  can  be).  It  may  be 
spiritual!  But  could  not  our  churches 
use  great  spiritual  blessing? 

In  order  to  implement  a  change  in 
national  stewardship  policy,  The 
Brethren  Church  would  need  to 
adopt  a  unified  budget.  The 
cooperating  boards  would  need  to 
submit  budget  requests  to  a  General 
Conference  Budget  Commission, 
which  in  turn  would  be  responsible 
to  recommend  a  national  budget  to 
the  General  Conference  each  year.  I 
believe  that  this  would  be  a  great 
step  towards  better  denominational 
stewardship,  as  well. 

Two  additional  suggestions 

I  have  two  additional  suggestions. 
The  first  is  that  the  districts  would 
share  in  this  tithe.  About  one-fifth  of 
it  would  go  to  support  district  minis- 
tries. That  means  that  The  Brethren 
Church  would  receive  approximately 
eight  percent  of  the  total  income  of 
all  Brethren  churches  to  operate  its 
ministries.  And  the  districts  would 
receive  approximately  two  percent. 
I  am  certain  that  it  would  be  an 
increase  for  both.  Combined  with 
the  benefits  obtained  through  cen- 
tralized budgeting,  I  think  we  would 


By  Reilly  Smith 

have    much    more    with    which    to 
operate. 

My  second  suggestion  is  that  the 
Missionary  Board  not  be  included  in 
the  unified  budget,  but  rather  oper- 
ate as  a  faith  ministry.  I  believe 
Brethren  people  will  respond  to  the 
challenge  of  missions  in  a  dynamic 
way  if  given  the  opportunity  for  per- 
sonal involvement  through  above- 
tithe  "faith  giving." 

Will  it  work? 

What  makes  me  think  this  plan 
will  work?  We've  tried  it!  In  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1985,  the  Mulvane 
Kansas,  Brethren  Church  decided  to 
tithe  to  the  national  church  minis- 
tries, except  for  the  Missionary 
Board.  Our  giving  to  the  denomina- 
tion rose  dramatically.  Our  giving  to 
the  Midwest  District  more  than  dou- 
bled. And  our  missions  giving  nearly 
tripled  in  1986.  Through  the  first  six 
months  of  1987,  our  missions  giving 
is  up  another  $200  over  all  of  1986. 
At  the  present  rate,  we  should  more 
than  double  our  missions  giving 
again  this  year.  It's  exciting! 

The  current  apportionment  sys- 
tem calls  for  approximately  $84.00 
per  year  per  member  (approximate 
because  the  General  Conference  ap- 
portionment is  based  on  "Church 
Growth  Index"  points).  Half  of  that 
is  designated  for  the  Missionary 
Board.  The  rest  is  distributed  among 
the  remaining  boards. 

Since  the  Mulvane  Church  sepa- 
rates the  Missionary  Board  giving 
from  its  tithe  and  gives  17.5%  of  the 
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tithe  to  the  Midwest  District,  the 
percentages  of  tithe  dictated  by  the 
remainder  of  the  apportionment  are: 

Cooperating 
Ministry 

Benevolent  Board 
Board  of  Christian 

Education 
Brethren  Publishing 

Company 
World  Relief  Board 
Ashland  Theological 

Seminary 
Ashland  College 
Ministerial 

Student  Aid 
Brethren  Church 
District  Giving 

Our  actual  giving  is  slightly  dif- 
ferent from  these  percentages,  be- 
cause the  congregation  desires  to 
support  some  of  the  boards  more 
than  others.  But  we  give  to  every 
board  —  something  we  had  not  done 
in  the  recent  past.  A  unified  budget 
would  remedy  the  situation  com- 
pletely, provided  that  each  congre- 


Percent 

Percent 

of  tithe 

of  total 

6.0 

.60 

13.7 

1.37 

7.8 

.78 

7.8 

.78 

16.7 

1.67 

14.8 

1.48 

2.0 

.20 

13.7 

1.37 

17.5 

1.75 

Some  Figures  for  Comparison 
Using  1986  Denominational  Giving  Information 


Cooperating 
Ministry 

Benevolent  Board 
Bd.  of  Christian  Ed. 
Publishing  Company 
World  Relief  Bd. 
Ashland  Theol.  Sem. 
Ashland  College 
Ministerial  Student  Aid 
Brethren  Church 


Apportionment 
per  Member 

$3  per  member 
$7  per  member 
$4  per  member 
$4  per  member 
$8.50  per  member 
$7.50  per  member 
$1.00  per  member 
$6  perGrth.  In.Pt.t 


Total 
Apportionment* 

$  42,717 
99,673 
56,956 
56,956 
121,032 
106,793 
14,239 
65,148 


1986  Offering 
Income 

$  13,981 
88,254" 
19,368" 
51,885 
90,772 
Not  Available 
9,285 
52,771 


Share  of 
Tithe# 

$  36,953 
86,225 
49,271 
49,271 
104,701 
92,384 
12,318 
73,907 


Totals 

Comparative  figures  for 

Missionary  Board 


$41  per  member 
$42  per  member 


$563,514       $326,316 


$505,030 


$598,038        536,334        "Faith  Giving" 


'Apportionment  per  member  times  the  1984  reported  total  Brethren  Church  membership  of 
14,239.  (Total  apportionment  is  based  on  the  second  prior  year's  membership  figures;  1988 
amounts  will  be  based  on  1986  membership  figures.) 

#Total  giving  in  local  churches  in  1966  was  reported  as  $6,312,890.  A  tithe  of  this  would  be 
$631,289.  Allowing  20%  of  this  tithe  for  the  districts,  this  would  leave  $505,030  to  be 
divided  proportionately  among  the  denominational  ministries.  (Here  the  apportionment  per 
member  figure  was  used  as  the  basis  for  this  proportionate  division.  For  purposes  of  this 
calculation,  the  $6  per  Church  Growth  Index  point  was  treated  as  if  it  were  $6  per 
member.) 

"These  amounts  included  some  individual  gifts  as  well  as  church  giving. 

tGrth.  In.  Pt.  stands  for  Church  Growth  Index  point.  Church  Growth  Index  equals  member- 
ship plus  average  worship  attendance  plus  average  Sunday  school  attendance  divided  by 
three.  In  1987  and  1988,  this  apportionment  figure  is  $7  per  Growth  Index  point. 


gation  faithfully  paid  its  tithes,  be- 
cause the  breakdown  of  funds  would 
be  dictated  by  the  national  budget. 

I  think  The  Brethren  Church  needs 
to  consider  this  plan.  I  believe  it  will 


place  our  denominational  stewardship 
on  a  sound  scriptural  basis,  increase 
denominational  income,  and  mobilize 
the  faith  of  Brethren  people  and 
churches  across  America. 


The  Salt  Shaker 

(continued  from  page  2) 

tried  to  sell  their  ideas  to  the  large 
established  companies  in  the  1970's, 
they  were  laughed  at.  When  I  de- 
livered my  first  sermon  in  church, 
a  man  asked,  "Are  you  sure  you 
want  to  be  a  preacher?"  That  was  as 
good  as  a  whack  on  the  side  of  the 
head! 


We  all  know  that  every  new  idea 
is  not  necessarily  a  good  idea.  Some 
are  worthless.  I  had  one  of  those  the 
other  day.  If  everyone  went  along 
with  every  new  idea,  society  would 
be  in  chaos.  But  that's  no  excuse  for 
refusing  to  run  the  race  the  best  we 
can. 

And  that  brings  me  to  another 
thought  that  stands  alongside  what 
I've  been  saying:  "You  can't  hit  a 


home  run  unless  you  step  up  to  the 
plate."  "You  can't  catch  fish  unless 
you  put  your  line  in  the  water." 
"You  can't  reach  your  goals  if  you 
don't  try."  As  the  saying  goes  on 
Wall  Street  (I  hesitate  quoting  any- 
thing from  Wall  Street,  but  it 
sounded  like  a  blue-chip  saying  to 
me):  "To  know  and  not  to  do  is  not  to 
know." 
I'm  done.  Let's  go  to  work.         [t] 


Pontius'  Puddle 
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THE  HUB  OF  THE 

EDUCATIONAL 

WHEEL 

By  Mary  Ellen  Drushal 


"TV/fAY  WE  HELP  YOU?"  is  a 
1\A.  question  your  national  Chris- 
tian Education  Board  is  asking  itself. 
To  answer  that  question  the  con- 
stitution was  consulted  to  find  the 
designed  purpose  for  this  board.  The 
purposes  incorporate  the  following: 

•  to  exalt  Christ, 

•  to  make  disciples  through  pro- 

motion of  a  total  program  of 
Christian  education, 

•  to  hold  fast  to  the  doctrine  of 

Scripture, 

•  to  keep  an  awareness  of  Breth- 

ren heritage. 
From  that  purpose  statement  a  vis- 
ual model  was  devised  depicting  a 
way  to  contemplate  the  inter- 
relationships between  the  national, 
district,  and  local  Christian  educa- 
tion ministries. 

In  this  model  (see  diagram),  the 
national  Christian  Education  Board 
is  the  hub  of  the  educational  wheel 
for  the  denomination  and  each  spoke 
represents  an  inherent  facet  of  the 
purpose  statement.  The  edge  of  the 
wheel,  or  where  the  rubber  meets 
the  road,  is  composed  of  the  district 
and  local  Christian  education  or- 
ganizations. The  wheel  does  not 
exist  to  support  the  hub;  the  hub's 
sole  reason  for  being  is  to  enable  the 
wheel  to  function  effectively. 

Dr.  Drushal  is  associate  professor  of 
Christian  education  at  Ashland  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  and  a  member  of  the  na- 
tional Board  of  Christian  Education  of 
The  Brethren  Church. 


So,  how  can  the  hub  (national  C.E. 
Board)  support  and  facilitate  quality 
Christian  education  within  the  de- 
nomination? Let's  explore  each 
spoke  individually. 

Training/Development 

How  long  has  it  been  since  your 
local  church  hosted  a  training  ses- 
sion for  teachers  of  all  age  levels  in 
your  Sunday  school?  Even  people 
with  the  spiritual  gift  of  teaching 
should  be  offered  the  opportunity  to 
develop  that  gift  and  to  explore  ways 
to  be  more  effective  in  the  class- 
room. Quality  Christian  education 
depends  upon  effective  teaching/ 
learning  in  partnership  with  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Your  national  Christian  Educa- 
tion Board  can  help  with  these  ses- 
sions by  providing  qualified  instruc- 


tors to  meet  your  particular  needs. 

CALL  CHARLIE*  AND  PUT  YOUR 

HUB  TO  WORK  FOR  YOU. 

Nurture/Discipleship 

The  Sunday  school  session  usually 
contains  no  more  than  sixty  minutes 
(often  less)  in  which  to  study  God's 
word.  It  takes  between  ten  and 
twenty  hours  together  in  a  new 
group  before  the  participants  devel- 
op a  climate  of  comfort  and  trust  in 
which  they  can  grow  together  in 
Christ. 

Churches  must  therefore  consider 
a  vehicle  in  addition  to  the  Sunday 
school  to  adequately  nurture  the 
personal  growth  potential  of  each 
believer.    Nurture/discipleship   is   a 

*"Charlie"  =  Charles  Beekley,  Director 
of  Christian  Education  for  the  national 
Christian  Education  Board. 
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Board  of  Christian  Education 


slow  process  that  doesn't  happen  by 
accident.  We  must  be  intentional 
in  establishing  small-group  oppor- 
tunities where  people  can  study 
God's  word  together  and  learn  to 
love  and  support  one  another  in 
daily  living. 

CALL  CHARLIE  AND  PUT  YOUR 
HUB  TO  WORK  FOR  YOU. 

Educational  Information 

"We're  considering  purchasing 
new  chairs  for  our  children's  divi- 
sion. What  height  should  they  be?" 
"If  we  want  quality  relational  teach- 
ing in  our  Sunday  school,  what  stu- 
dent-teacher ratio  should  we  main- 
tain?" "Is  it  better  to  combine  junior 
and  senior  high  youth  or  to  keep 
them  separate?"  "What  are  the  im- 
plications for  the  adult  division  if  we 
provide  group-graded  classes,  an 
elective  format,  or  a  combination  of 
the  two?"  These  are  common  ques- 
tions frequently  considered  by  local 
Christian  education  boards. 
CALL  CHARLIE  AND  PUT  YOUR 
HUB  TO  WORK  FOR  YOU. 

Resources 

Your  national  Christian  Educa- 
tion Board  has  resources  available 
that  should  be  used.  There  is  a 
myriad  of  training  filmstrips  and 
videos  that  await  your  use.  This 
office  is  a  clearinghouse  for  book 
study  suggestions  for  you  to  explore 
and  incorporate  into  your  local 
Christian  education  ministry. 
CALL  CHARLIE  AND  PUT  YOUR 
HUB  TO  WORK  FOR  YOU. 

Encouragement 

Jesus  said,  "Encourage  one  an- 
other" and  "You  have  not  because 
you  ask  not."  Maybe  you've  just  had 
a  difficult  board  meeting  or  need 
new  ideas  to  get  your  group  moving 
together  again.  Sometimes  it  just 
helps  to  air  a  dilemma  with  a  confi- 
dential, objective  listener/observer. 

Let's  be  encouragers  of  one 
another  to  love  and  good  deeds  for 
the  glory  of  God. 

CALL  CHARLIE  AND  PUT  YOUR 
HUB  TO  WORK  FOR  YOU. 


Simple  Program 

One  of  the  hallmarks  of  our  Breth- 
ren heritage  is  a  simple  lifestyle.  We 
ought  to  underscore  that  in  our 
planning  and  programming  for  the 
local  church.  Every  church  should 
appreciate  its  own  history  and  de- 
velopment and  not  try  to  duplicate 
the  complex  ministry  offerings  of 
the  large  or  electronic  churches. 
Rather,  identify  what  your  church 
does  well  in  your  community  —  that 
thing  that  would  really  be  missed 
should  your  church  cease  to  exist  — 
and  do  it  with  enthusiasm  and 
quality. 

Don't  fragment  your  influence  in 
society  and  wear  out  your  leadership 
by  trying  to  do  many  programs  each 
year.  Concentrate  on  only  a  few,  but 
do  them  so  well  as  to  bring  honor  to 
God,  the  Creator. 

CALL  CHARLIE  AND  PUT  YOUR 
HUB  TO  WORK  FOR  YOU. 


Christ-Like  Model 

Christ  must  be  exalted  in  all  our 
relationships  —  especially  in  the 
church.  Unfortunately,  the  church  is 
a  difficult  place  to  work  together 
and  always  display  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit.  And  yet,  as  we  emulate  Christ, 
we  are  commanded  to  love  one  an- 
other (Jn.  15:17),  prefer  others  to  our- 
selves (Rom.  12:10),  encourage  others 
(I  Thess.  5:11),  and  become  mature 
believers  in  Christ  (Col.l:28). 

Conclusion 

What  can  the  national  Christian 
Education  Board  do  for  you?  Specifi- 
cally, how  can  the  hub  support  the 
wheel  to  accomplish  the  ministry  of 
quality  Christian  education?  "We've 
always  done  it  that  way"  is  the  funer- 
al dirge  for  the  church  that  refuses 
to  consider  ministry  alternatives. 
CALL  CHARLIE  AND  PUT  YOUR 

HUB  TO  WORK  FOR  YOU!     [f] 


WHAT'S  AHEAD  FOR  '88? 

By  Charles  G.  Beekley 
Director  of  Christian  Education 


IN  OUR  EFFORT  to  be  the  hub 
that  helps  the  wheel  get  the  job 
done,  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation is  looking  ahead  to  1988: 

Teaching  Training  Seminars 
—  We're  cautiously  optimistic  that 
we  can  revive  the  teacher  training 
seminars  after  a  three-year 
hiatus.  Our  intent  is  to  provide 
age-level  training  for  teachers  and 
Christian  education  workers  and 
also  at  least  one  general  interest 
seminar  in  seven  locations.  We 
want  to  work  in  conjunction  with 
the  district  boards  of  education  in 
determining  content,  location,  and 
dates.  Suggestions  are  always  wel- 
come, so  share  your  ideas  with  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  in 
Ashland  or  with  your  district 
board. 

Evangelist  articles  —  In  con- 
junction with  the  editor  and  the 
Editorial  Board  of  The  Brethren 
Evangelist,  we  hope  to  present 
some   ideas  regarding  the  broad 


field  of  Christian  education 
through  articles  in  our  denomina- 
tional magazine.  Some  sugges- 
tions we've  received  so  far  include: 
Children's  church,  after-school 
ministry,  quizzing,  evaluating 
your  Sunday  school.  Again,  if 
you've  not  yet  expressed  your 
needs,  we  would  like  to  hear  from 
you  with  suggestions. 

Resources  —  We  want  to  work 
harder  to  make  you  aware  of  a 
variety  of  information  that  might 
enhance  your  Christian  education 
work.  Our  discovery  and  research 
of  The  Foundation  Series  and  its 
introduction  into  The  Brethren 
Church  is  an  example.  The  RE- 
SOURCES column  of  etc.  will  be 
expanded  to  accomplish  this.  Dig 
out  your  December  issue  of  etc. 
to  read  about  Lay  Ministries  '88 
for  another  example  of  what  we 
plan  to  keep  you  up-to-date  on. 

Presence  —  One  of  the  best  ways 
(continued  on  page  14) 
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Let  Us  Be  Brethren 

"For  one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ; 
and  all  ye  are  brethren. " 

Matthew  23:8 


Building  a  Family  Identity 

By  Moderator  Dale  R.  Stoffer 


IN  COMING  MONTHS  I  will  be 
focusing  our  attention  on  several 
areas  of  our  church  life  which  have 
been  generally  acknowledged  as  cru- 
cial for  the  health  and  growth  of  our 
church. 

In  our  General  Conference  Execu- 
tive Council  goal-setting  session  last 
spring  and  in  the  two  Forums  on  the 
Future  of  The  Brethren  Church  this 
year,  one  topic  that  surfaced  regu- 
larly was  the  importance  of  building 
a  stronger  Brethren  identity.  In  this 
article  I  would  like  to  consider  the 
importance  of  this  matter  and  make 
several  suggestions  on  ways  to 
strengthen  our  "family  identity." 

Last  month  we  noted  that  Alexan- 
der Mack  and  the  early  Brethren 
picked  up  on  the  biblical  notion  of 
the  church  as  the  household  of  faith 
(Eph.  2:19;  Gal.  6:10).  In  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  God  has  created  a  spe- 
cial people  (I  Pet.  2:9).  Because  we 
all  have  the  same  Father  in  a 
spiritual  sense,  we  are  family.  As 
family,  there  are  certain  things  that 
we  should  be  doing  to  enhance  our 
family  identity. 

Communication  is  essential 

In  our  natural  families  we  know 
that  communication  is  absolutely  es- 
sential in  order  to  maintain  our  fam- 
ily ties.  Through  letters,  phone  calls, 
and  visits  we  keep  the  emotional 
bonds  warm  and  strong. 

As  a  denomination  we  have  one 
form  of  communication  in  particular 
that  builds  these  family  ties  —  The 
Brethren  Evangelist.  It  is  my  con- 
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viction  that  every  Brethren  family 
should  receive  this  periodical.  Just 
as  the  bonds  that  hold  natural 
families  together  are  weakened  by 
lack  of  communication,  the  same  is 
true  of  our  spiritual  family.  I  would 
strongly  urge  every  church  to  become 
a  100%  subscription  church.  (Con- 
tact Richard  Winfield  for  details.) 

From  the  beginning  of  the  Smoky 
Row  Brethren  Church,  we  have  been 
making  the  Evangelist  available  to 
every  family.  Not  only  does  this  as- 
sure that  all  families  are  receiving 
Christian  literature,  it  also  makes  it 
possible  for  new  people  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  church  much 
more  quickly. 

Triads  of  Love 

A  second  means  of  fostering  our 
family  identity  at  the  district  level 
is  for  every  church  to  become  in- 
volved with  the  other  churches  in  its 
Triad  of  Love.  Past  Moderator  War- 
ren Garner  pushed  this  idea  during 
his  moderatorship,  and  I  would  like 
to  follow  his  lead. 

We  all  recognize  the  need  for 
spending  time  with  our  extended 
families  on  such  occasions  as 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and  sum- 
mer vacations.  If  we  do  not  do  this, 
it  is  easy  to  begin  to  grow  apart.  At 
times,  however,  we  have  allowed 
emotional  distance  to  grow  between 
us  and  our  Brethren  neighbors  by 
failing  to  fellowship  together. 

Be  creative  in  your  fellowship. 
The  central  Ohio  Brethren  churches 
have  not  only  had  joint  picnics,  the 


pastors  also  pulled  off  an  unan- 
nounced pulpit  exchange.  Let  us  not 
overlook  other  forms  of  fellowship 
activities  as  well.  Every  Brethren 
church  should  try  to  send  its  full 
number  of  delegates  to  district  and 
national  conference.  Likewise,  take 
advantage  of  such  district  activities 
as  Seminary-for-a-Day  and  Chris- 
tian education  workshops.  "Let  us 
not  give  up  meeting  together"  (Heb. 
10:25)  on  a  district  level  as  well  as 
in  our  local  churches. 

A  third  means  of  building  our 
Brethren  identity  is  to  inform  our- 
selves and  our  churches  of  our 
Brethren  heritage.  Many  of  us  find 
genealogical  study  a  rewarding  ex- 
perience, as  we  discover  our  family 
roots.  We  develop  a  greater  appreci- 
ation for  our  heritage  and  maybe 
even  are  challenged  to  uphold  the 
values  that  have  guided  our  family. 

Again  the  parallel  to  our  spiritual 
family  should  be  clear.  As  we  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  our  history 
and  thought,  we  will  have  a  clearer 
vision  for  our  present  and  future.  A 
church  (in  both  the  local  and  de- 
nominational sense)  needs  to  know 
who  it  is  before  it  can  move  ahead 
boldly  and  concertedly.  This  does  not 
mean  we  must  carry  over  everything 
from  our  past,  but  it  does  mean  we 
should  allow  ourselves  to  be  chal- 
lenged by  our  historic  values  and 
truths.  Otherwise,  we  run  the  risk  of 
being  myopic  in  our  acceptance  of 
current  values,  which  may  be  quite 
deficient  theologically  and  practi- 
cally (for  example,  abortion  or  the 
health-and-wealth  gospel). 

In  accordance  with  the  1988  goals, 
I  would  urge  churches  to  conduct  a 
study  of  Brethren  history  and 
thought.  As  moderator,  I  will  also  be 
pushing  for  more  Brethren  litera- 
ture appropriate  for  a  Sunday  school 
or  membership  class  format.  I  would 
also  encourage  churches  to  be  sure 
to  have  basic  Brethren  resources  in 
their  libraries.  These  resources  in- 
clude the  Brethren  Encyclopedia,  Al- 
bert Ronk's  History  of  The  Brethren 
Church,  and  the  Brethren  sources 
series  by  Donald  Durnbaugh  and 
Roger  Sappington.  The  Carpenter's 
Shop  in  Ashland  can  help  you  obtain 
copies  of  these  works. 

We  are  family  in  The  Brethren 
Church.  Take  the  time  to  learn  to 
know  your  brothers  and  sisters  past 
and  present.  Let  us  be  Brethren,    [t] 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 
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Partnership  in  Ministry 

By  Gene  A.  Geaslen,  President,  National  Laymen's  Organization 


This  is  the  first  of  several  articles 
planned  by  National  Laymen's  presi- 
dent Gene  Geaslen  for  the  current  Con- 
ference year  containing  program 
suggestions  or  devotional  studies  for 
local  Laymen's  organizations.  This 
first  article  deals  with  establishing 
purpose  and  setting  goals  for  a  local 
Laymen's  group.  Local  groups  are 
urged  to  implement  the  suggestions  in 
this  article  early  in  1988. 

TWO  CONCEPTS  etched  them- 
selves on  my  mind  during  the 
evaluation  and  review  of  the  pur- 
pose and  prospective  of  the 
Laymen's  Organization  that  took 
place  during  Laymen's  sessions  at 
General  Conference. 

First,  Dr.  Richard  Allison 
pointed  out  that  the  Apostles  were 
ordinary  laymen  who  were  able  to 
support  Christ's  ministry  because  of 
the  authority  they  received  from 
Him.  Second,  Dr.  Fred  Finks 
suggested  that  the  present-day  role 
of  laymen  ought  to  be  a  "partnership 
in  ministry"  with  pastors. 

When  I  think  of  "partners,"  a 
number  of  famous  people  come  to  my 
mind:  David  and  Jonathan;  Laurel 
and  Hardy;  Abbot  and  Costello;  Wild 
Bill  Hickok  and  Jingles;  Rogers  and 
Hammerstein;  Lewis  and  Clark; 
Scarecrow  and  Mrs.  King;  and 
maybe  even  Chip  and  Dale.  If  we 
evaluate  these  famous  partnerships 
and  the  function  of  each  partner,  we 
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can  draw  a  general  conclusion:  Even 
though  each  partner  has  his  own 
identity,  talents,  and  set  of  relation- 
ships, each  is  able  to  use  his  unique 
abilities  to  complement  and  support 
the  other  in  order  to  accomplish  a 
single  task  or  goal. 

Take  about  five  minutes  and  read 
I  Corinthians  20  and  Ephesians 
4:11-13  to  discover  the  spiritual  gifts 
that  God  has  made  available  to  His 
people.  Write  down  the  various 
spiritual  gifts  that  you  find  in  your 
reading.  Does  everyone  have  each  of 
these  spiritual  gifts?  List  some  ways 
in  which  members  or  partners  in  the 
body  of  Christ  (the  church)  can  work 
individually  for  the  unbuilding  of  all 
and  the  furthering  of  God's  purposes 
for  our  lives.  (Be  creative;  nothing  is 
too  simple.) 

As  a  follow-up,  as  ordinary  men 
sit  down  together  with  your  pastor 
and,  after  praying  together  for  the 
Holy  Spirit's  guidance,  begin  to 
develop  a  purpose  for  your  local  body 
of  lay  people.  Then  define  what 
goals  you  should  be  pursuing  in 
order  to  fulfill  that  purpose.  List  the 
needs  and  the  spiritual  gifts  you 
have  as  a  community  of  believers, 
and  write  down  ways  that  you  might 
use  your  gifts  to  meet  those  needs. 
In  doing  so,  you  may  want  to  review 
the  goals  set  forth  by  the  National 
Laymen  {see  page  17)  and  choose 
those  that  complement  the  needs  of 


your  local  body  of  believers. 

Place  priorities  on  these  goals  by 
listing  them  in  order  of  importance 
and  by  determining  which  goal  you 
want  to  work  at  first.  Next,  assign 
some  time  frames  to  the  goals. 

As  an  example  of  this  process,  let's 
say  that  you  believe  that  a  major 
part  of  your  purpose  would  be  to  dis- 
ciple other  believers,  and  that  you 
have  men  with  the  gift  of  sharing  in 
a  Bible  study.  In  addition,  your  pas- 
tor knows  of  a  local  nursing  home 
that  would  welcome  a  group  of  men 
sharing  with  their  residents  in  an 
evening  Bible  study.  Set  a  goal  of 
visiting  that  nursing  home  one  time 
a  month  or  once  a  quarter  during 
1988  for  the  purpose  of  sharing 
God's  word  and  praying  with  a 
group  of  the  residents. 

Let's  strive  together  as  ordinary 
men  to  form  a  "partnership  in  minis- 
try" between  laymen  and  pastors.  If 
you  really  want  to  see  this  happen, 
take  the  initiative;  invite  your  pas- 
tor to  sit  down  with  you  to  begin 
outlining  how  your  partnership  can 
work.  Your  Laymen's  meetings  can 
be  a  time  when  this  kind  of  planning 
can  take  place,  rather  than  a  non- 
productive time  of  coming  together 
to  fellowship  without  a  purpose. 
Pray,  find  purpose,  define  needs, 
discover  spiritual  gifts,  set  goals, 
and  serve  as  PARTNERS  for  God's 
glory!  [t] 


13 


UPDATE 


BRETHREN  CHURCH  NEWS 


The  Kerners  —  (I,  to  r.)  Karla,  David,  Erin,  and  Diane  —  with  Dave's  parents,  Trudy 
and  Rev.  Bill  Kerner,  just  before  they  drove  from  Ashland  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  on 
November  19  for  the  first  leg  of  their  flight  to  Colombia. 

Flight  Ends  Months  of  Waiting; 
Kerners  Begin  Mission  Service 


Ashland,  Ohio  —  Months  of  waiting 
came  to  an  end  on  Thursday, 
November  19,  when  Rev.  David  and 
Diane  Kerner  and  their  two  daughters 
flew  to  Bogota,  Colombia,  to  begin 
missionary  service  there. 


The  Kerners  had  been  prepared  to 
go  to  Colombia  since  mid-June,  when 
Rev.  Kerner  concluded  his  service  as 
associate  pastor  of  the  Goshen,  Ind., 
First  Brethren  Church.  But  their  de- 
parture was  delayed  by  an  inability  to 


secure  a  visa  from  the  Colombian  gov- 
ernment. The  visa  was  finally  granted 
in  early  November,  and  arrangements 
were  immediately  made  for  them  to 
fly  to  Bogota. 

In  Bogota,  the  Kerners  join  veteran 
Brethren  missionaries  Mark  and 
Chantal  Logan  and  their  children.  The 
new  missionaries  will  spend  their  first 
year  primarily  in  language  training 
and  in  becoming  accustomed  to  the 
culture.  They  will  also  be  eased  into 
various  responsibilities,  as  deemed  ap- 
propriate. 

In  time,  Dave  will  probably  pastor 
the  relatively  new  Brethren  congrega- 
tion in  Bogota,  and  will  also  be  in- 
volved in  training  Colombian  pastors. 
Diane's  primary  responsibilities  will 
be  being  a  supportive  wife  to  Dave  and 
a  nuturing  mother  to  the  Kerners'  two 
daughters,  Erin  (2  in  April)  and  Karla 
(1  in  October).  Her  other  probable 
areas  of  service  will  include  correspond- 
ence and  clerical  work,  leading  Bible 
studies,  teaching  Sunday  school,  edu- 
cation of  children,  and  music. 

Brethren  are  urged  to  uphold  the 
Kerners  in  prayer  as  they  adjust  to  a 
new  land  and  culture  and  experience 
the  loneliness  of  being  away  from  fam- 
ily and  loved  ones. 


What's  Ahead  for  '88? 

(continued  from  page  11) 
for  us  to  help  your  church  is  to  be 
among  the  Brethren  in  local  congre- 
gations. An  invitation  to  your  congre- 
gation will  not  go  unanswered!  For 
example,  on  several  occasions  in  1987 
we  spent  an  entire  weekend  with  the 
pastor  and  Christian  education  work- 
ers in  a  local  church,  with  teacher 
training  on  Saturday,  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing message,  and  teacher  appreciation 
activities  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

If  your  church  has  special  needs  for 
training,  preaching,  evaluation,  or 
just  objective  listening,  we'll  be  there 
if  you  ask.  We'll  send  a  member  of  our 
staff  or  a  resource  person  we're  aware 
of  to  help  you  with  your  situation.  The 
board  has  set  a  goal  for  me  of  at  least 
one  Christian  education  experience 
each  month  in  a  local  Brethren 
church.  Not  only  will  you  help  us 
reach  that  goal,  but  you'll  strengthen 
your  Christian  education  program  as 
well. 

In  1988  we  are  renewing  our  deter- 
mination to  assist  you  and  your 
church  in  the  area  of  Christian  educa- 
tion. We  want  to  provide  the  hub  that 
helps  to  keep  the  wheel  turning  in  the 


everyday  world  of  modern  Christian- 
ity. We  stand  ready  to  respond  to  your 
call!  [t] 

"Friend  Day"  Draws  Crowd 
At  Pleasant  View  Church 

Vandergrift,  Pa.  —  Attendance 
soared  at  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Church  on  Sunday,  October  25,  when 
the  congregation  observed  "Friend 
Day." 

A  total  of  206  attended  worship 
service  on  "Friend  Day,"  90  more  than 
on  an  average  Sunday,  with  more 
than  140  present  for  Sunday  school. 

"Friend  Day"  is  a  program  origi- 
nated by  Dr.  Elmer  Towns,  which  in- 
volves asking  an  unsaved  or  un- 
churched friend  to  make  a  contract  to 
attend  Sunday  school  and  morning 
worship  on  a  designated  day.  Its  pur- 
pose is  two-pronged:  to  reach  the  un- 
saved, and  to  help  church  members 
realize  how  many  people  they  know 
who  need  the  Lord. 

Much  thought,  prayer,  and  work 
went  into  the  preparations  for  "Friend 
Day,"  but  the  results  made  it  worth- 
while. Not  only  was  attendance  up, 
but  the  congregation  had  the  great  joy 


of  seeing  several  of  those  present 
make  first-time  decisions  to  follow  the 
Lord.  Pleasant  View  members  look 
forward  to  seeing  more  lost  souls 
brought  to  the  Lord  as  they  continue 
to  follow  up  their  friends. 

—  reported  by  Nancy  McGraw 

Pittsburgh  Church  Hosts 
Pleasant  View  Brethren 
For  Supper  and  Concert 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  —  The  Pittsburgh 
First  Brethren  Church  hosted  mem- 
bers of  the  Pleasant  View  Brethren 
Church  on  Sunday  evening,  October 
25,  for  a  fellowship  supper  and  a  con- 
cert of  sacred  music. 

The  Pittsburgh  Church  was  practi- 
cally filled  for  the  concert,  which  was 
presented  by  the  Larry  Harnish  fam- 
ily —  father,  mother,  and  daughter 
Jennifer  —  with  Roger  McLaughlin 
providing  some  of  the  accompaniment. 

The  evening  was  an  act  of  love  and 
fellowship  between  the  two  Brethren 
congregations. 

—  reported  by  Lillian  D.  Bowers 

One  way  of  keeping  Christ  in 
Christmas  is  by  choosing  greeting 
cards  with  a  Christian  message. 
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New  Sign  at  Derby  First  Brethren 
Provides  Another  Way  to  Witness 


Derby,  Kans.  —  The  First  Brethren 
Church  of  Derby  has  a  new  sign, 
which  gives  the  church  added  visibil- 
ity as  well  as  another  way  to  witness 
to  the  community. 

The  eight-foot-wide  sign,  which  was 
dedicated  October  11,  sits  beside  one 
of  Derby's  busy  streets  and  has  al- 
ready attracted  considerable  attention 
from  junior  high  and  high  school  stu- 
dents, joggers,  and  those  motoring  or 
walking  by. 

Pastor  Dennis  Sigle  finds  it  quite  a 
challenge  to  put  a  message  on  the  sign 
that  is  short,  to  the  point,  and  mean- 
ingful. Some  of  his  messages  are  bibli- 
cal, others  humorous,  and  still  others 
informative.  Whatever  the  message,  it 
is  his  hope  as  well  as  the  desire  of  the 
congregation    that    the    sign    will    at 

At  right,  Derby  trustees  (I.  to  r.)  Dennis 
Perrine,  Dean  Zwak,  Ron  DePnest,  and 
Lee   Andrewson    with    the    new    church 

Sign.  Photo  by  Todd  Showalter. 


sometime  give  the  reader  a  thought 
for  the  day  that  will  draw  him  or  her 


closer  to  self,  family,  and  most  of  all  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  sign  was  paid  for  with  pledges 
from  members  and  friends  of  the  con- 
gregation.   These    pledges    were    paid 
100  percent  on  time. 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Dennis  E.  Sigle 


Three  70- Year  Members  Among  Honorees 
During  Hagerstown  Church  Homecoming 


Hagerstown,  Md.  —  Three  ladies 
who  have  each  been  members  of  the 
Hagerstown  First  Brethren  Church  for 
more  than  70  years  were  among  the 


been  members  of  the  Hagerstown  con- 
gregation for  50  years  or  more. 

Rev.  Archie  Nevins  was  the  speaker 
for  the  Homecoming  service  and  for 


215  people  in  attendance  October  11 
for  the  congregation's  annual  Home- 
coming. 

The  three  women  —  Mary  Cushen, 
Lena  Batt,  and  Beulah  Lowman  — 
were  given  special  recognition  during 
the  Homecoming  festivities,  along 
with  all  those  in  attendance  who  have 


The  three  ladies  at 
the  left  -  -  (I.  to  r.) 
Mary  Cushen,  Lena 
Batt,  and  Beulah  Low- 
man,  members  of  the 
Hagerstown  First 

Brethren  Church  for  a 
total  of  more  than  210 
years  —  were  given 
special  recognition  at 
the  congregation's 

Homecoming  on  Oc- 
tober 11. 

five  evenings  of  evangelistic  services 
to  follow.  Special  music  for  Homecom- 
ing was  presented  by  the  Bell  Choir, 
the  Voice  Choir,  the  New  Horizons, 
and  others.  The  Homecoming  project 
was  raising  money  for  new  sanctuary 
carpet. 
—  reported  by  Pastor  Harold  E.  Barnett 


Christians  Total  1.6  Billion; 
1.3  Billion  Have  Yet  to  Hear 

Mesa,  Ariz.  —  Of  the  five  billion 
people  in  the  world  in  1987,  1,646  mil- 
lion (32.9  percent)  are  Christians,  ac- 
cording to  David  Barrett,  author  of 
World  Christian  Encyclopedia  (Oxford 
University  Press). 

Barrett,  a  research  consultant  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  estimates  the  following  world- 
wide totals  for  other  religions  and 
groups:  854  million  Muslims;  819  mil- 
lion nonreligious;  659  million  Hindus; 
312  million  Buddhists;  224  million 
atheists;  111  million  Asia's  "New 
Religionists";  99  million  tribal  re- 
ligionists; 18  million  Jews;  16  million 
Sikhs;  and  245  million  adherents  to 
other  varied  religions. 

Barrett  estimates  that  the  un- 
evangelized  (that  is,  those  who  have 
never  had  the  Gospel  offered  to  them) 
represent  1.3  billion  people  (26.6  per- 
cent of  the  world's  population).  These 
1.3  billion  people  belong  to  an  esti- 
mated 530  separate  ethno-linguistic 
groups. 

—  Newsservice  2000 

The  finest  Christmas  gift  is  not  the 
one  that  costs  the  most  money,  but  the 
one  that  carries  the  most  love. 

—  Henry  Van  Dyke 
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AIDS  a  Matter  of  Grave  Concern 
To  Third  World  Mission  Workers 


Monrovia,  Calif.  —  The  killer  dis- 
ease AIDS,  a  subject  of  great  concern 
here  in  the  U.S.,  may  be  of  even  great- 
er concern  to  people  in  Third  World 
countries,  including  Christian  mis- 
sionaries, medical  personnel,  and  re- 
lief workers  serving  in  those  coun- 
tries. 

One  reason  for  this  is  the  greater  in- 
cidence of  the  disease  in  many  Third 
World  countries.  For  example,  in 
Kampala,  the  capital  city  of  Uganda, 
an  estimated  16,000  of  the  city's  half 
million  residents  are  afflicted  with  the 
disease.  And  in  Bujumbura,  capital  of 
nearby  Burundi,  one  in  10  adults  is  a 
carrier  of  the  AIDS  virus. 

A  second  reason  is  the  lower  level  of 
sanitation  practiced  in  hospitals  and 
other  medical  facilities  in  Third  World 
countries.  In  some  cases,  for  example, 
it  is  the  practice  to  use  inoculation 
needles  over  and  over,  often  without 
proper  sterilization. 

These  dangers  have  prompted  World 


Vision,  a  Christian  service  and  relief 
agency  with  work  in  many  Third 
World  countries,  to  recommend  cer- 
tain precautions  to  its  staff  and  church 
leaders.  The  agency  has  advised  its 
staff  members  to  avoid  any  inocula- 
tions for  themselves  or  their  families 
when  comparable  oral  medicines  are 
available  and,  if  at  all  possible,  to 
avoid  blood  transfusions  in  places 
where  the  blood  has  not  been  tested 
for  AIDS  infection.  Traveling  staff  are 
being  advised  to  carry  disposable 
syringes  with  them  in  case  they  en- 
counter an  emergency  while  visiting 
countries  where  AIDS  is  widespread. 
While  concerned  about  the  dangers, 
World  Vision  is  not  seeking  to  avoid 
either  the  AIDS  problem  or  AIDS  suf- 
ferers. "Prevention  education,  precau- 
tions in  immunizing  children  in  the 
Third  World,  and  Christian  compas- 
sion towards  the  victims  characterize 
our  approach,"  said  World  Vision 
President  Robert  A.  Seiple.  "We  are 


Growth  Rate  of  Islam  Nearly 
Double  That  of  Christianity 

Pasadena,  Calif.  —  Islam  has  grown 
nearly  twice  as  fast  as  Christianity 
during  the  last  50  years,  according  to 
Kent  Hart,  director  of  outreach  to 
Muslims  in  the  U.S.  for  the  Zwemer 
Institute  of  Muslim  Studies  in  Al- 
tadena,  Calif. 

While  nominal  Christians  still  out- 
number those  claiming  to  be  Muslims 
by  1,646  million  to  854  million,  the 
number  of  Christians  increased  by 
only  120  percent  during  the  past  50 
years,  while  the  number  of  Muslims 
increased  by  235  percent. 

Another  way  to  compare  Islam  and 
Christianity  is  in  terms  of  percentages 
of  the  total  world  population.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  20th  century 
until  today,  Christianity  has  held 
steady,  comprising  about  one-third  of 
the  world's  population.  Meanwhile, 
Muslims  have  increased  from  12  per- 
cent of  the  world's  population  in  1900 
to  17  percent  in  1987. 

During  the  past  50  years  there  has 
also  been  significant  increase  in  the 
number  of  Muslims  in  the  United 
States.  Muslims  first  began  to  tickle 
into  the  U.S.  in  the  mid-1800's.  But 
today  American  Muslims  number  ap- 
proximately three  million. 

The  major  reason  for  the  growth  in 
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the  Muslim  population  worldwide  is 
biological.  Many  Muslim  countries 
have  very  high  birth  rates,  and  if  a 
child's  family  is  Muslim,  the  child  is 
Muslim.  But  Muslims  are  also  aggres- 
sively seeking  to  propagate  their  faith. 
What  should  be  clear  is  that  Islam 
is  not  a  religion  limited  to  the  Middle 
Eastern  desert,  as  some  might  think. 
Rather,  it  is  a  world  religion  with  a 
very  real  presence  even  here  in  the 
United  States. 
—  Gleaned  from  Open  Doors  News  Service 

Members  of  Ardmore  Church 
"Eat  Out  for  World  Relief 

South  Bend,  Ind.  —  The  Ardmore 
First  Brethren  Church  had  a  unique 
fellowship  meal  on  Sunday,  November 
1,  called  an  "Eating  Out  for  World 
Relief  lunch. 

Each  church  family  was  asked  to 
pick  out  its  favorite  restaurant,  then, 
instead  of  eating  at  that  restaurant,  to 
share  in  a  light  lunch  at  the  church 
and  to  donate  what  they  would  have 
spent  at  the  restaurant  to  World  Re- 
lief. 

Along  with  the  lunch,  a  silent  auc- 
tion was  held  of  four  oil  paintings 
done  by  four  women  in  the  church.  A 
total  of  $320  was  raised  for  World  Re- 
lief from  the  "Eating  Out"  donations 
and  the  silent  auction. 

—  reported  by  Betty  Carpenter 


particularly  keen  to  be  a  catalyst  and 
helper  for  local  churches  overseas  de- 
siring to  extend  compassion  to  those 
stricken  with  AIDS." 

World  Vision  will  encourage  local 
churches  to  sponsor  public  AIDS  edu- 
cation programs,  and  in  regions  where 
AIDS  testing  facilities  are  unavaila- 
ble, field  staff  are  being  encouraged  to 
provide  testing  equipment  for  local 
hospitals. 

"If  the  [AIDS]  epidemic  continues  to 
spread,  the  world  may  come  to  see  the 
sufferers  as  it  once  did  lepers,  as  car- 
riers of  death  to  be  shunned  and  iso- 
lated," said  World  Vision's  Seiple. 
"But  Jesus  set  a  different  example, 
treating  lepers  of  His  day  with  com- 
passion, seeking  their  healing,  forgiv- 
ing their  sins."  Christians  need  to 
follow  His  example  in  their  attitude 
toward  and  treatment  of  the  victims  of 
AIDS. 

—  Information  from  Newsservice  2000 

U.S.  Secretary  of  Education 
To  Address  NAE  Convention 

Wheaton,  111.  —  U.S.  Secretary  of 
Education  William  J.  Bennett  heads  a 
list  of  prominent  speakers  scheduled 
to  appear  at  the  46th  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  (NAE)  March  8-10  at  the 
Sheraton  Twin  Towers  in  Orlando, 
Fla. 

Bennett  will  discuss  the  crisis  in 
education  during  an  opening-day 
Leadership  Session.  His  address  will 
help  focus  the  week's  activities  on  the 
convention  theme,  "Go  .  .  .  Teach." 

Other  plenary  speakers  for  the  con- 
vention will  include  morning  biblical 
keynote  speaker  David  C.  Le  Shana, 
president  of  Seattle  Pacific  University 
in  Seattle,  Wash.;  Tuesday  evening 
speaker  M.  Wayne  Benson,  senior  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Assembly  of  God 
Church  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich,  (which 
under  his  leadership  has  grown  in  at- 
tendance from  250  to  more  than 
4,000);  Wedenesday  evening  speaker 
R.C.  Sproul,  president  of  Ligonier 
Ministries  (a  source  of  seminary-level 
Bible  study  materials)  and  professor  of 
systematic  theology  and  apologetics  at 
Reformed  Theological  Seminary  in 
Jackson,  Miss;  and  closing  banquet 
speaker  John  C.  Maxwell,  senior  pas- 
tor of  the  2,600-member  Skyline  Wes- 
leyan  Church  in  Lemon  Grove,  Calif. 

Well-known  speakers  at  the  conven- 
tion's luncheons  and  workshops  will 
include  Jerry  Falwell,  John  Haggai, 
Elizabeth  Elliot  Gren,  Karen  Mains, 
and  Ronald  J.  Sider. 
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NATIONAL  LAYMEN'S  ORGANIZATION 

Your  1987-88  Goals 

These  goals  were  set  with  the  following  purpose:  To  provide  a  means  of  promotion  of  fellowship,  spiritual 
growth,  and  Christian  service  among  the  men  of  The  Brethren  Church  in  support  of  the  local  congregation's 
total  "partnership  in  ministry." 

1.  Each  local  Laymen's  organization  to  send  a  list  of  members'  names  and  addresses  including  officers  along 
with  $2.00  per  member  dues  to  the  National  Laymen's  Organization  Treasurer  by  April  1,  1988. 

2.  Each  local  Laymen's  organization  is  to  send  a  contribution  for  the  National  Project  either  monthly, 
quarterly,  or  annually  to  the  National  Laymen's  Organization  Treasurer  by  August  31,  1988. 

3.  Have  a  public  service  to  acquaint  the  local  congregation  with  such  avenues  of  service  as  Tentmakers, 
Growth  Partners,  Summer  Crusaders,  etc.,  with  an  offering  being  received  and  sent  to  the  National 
Laymen's  Organization  Treasurer  by  July  31,  1988. 

4.  Accomplish  at  least  two  of  the  following  service  goals: 

a.  Organize  one  men  and  boys  event  during  the  year. 

b.  Organize  one  work  project  in  conjunction  with  the  trustees  of  the  local  church  or  district  camp. 

c.  Organize  a  joint  fellowship  with  the  local  Woman's  Missionary  Society  or  the  local  church  women. 

d.  Conduct  a  Bible  study  and  prayer  meeting  (breakfast)   in  cooperation  with  the  pastor  at  least 
quarterly. 

e.  Recruit  and  help  support  one  person  for  full-time  Christian  service  or  for  a  ministerial  student 
candidate. 

f.  Be  involved  with  visitation  of  local  members,  jail  ministry,  nursing  home,  or  prospective  believers  in 
cooperation  with  the  local  pastor  at  least  two  times  per  year. 

g.  Adopt  daily  devotional  regimen  or  program  for  participation  of  local  men. 

h.  Provide  a  time  of  fellowship  for  the  pastor  and  family,  and/or  deacons  to  honor  their  service. 

i.  Have  a  joint  meeting  with  at  least  one  other  local  congregation's  Laymen's  organization  or  men's  group. 

j.  Support  the  district  Laymen's  organization  with  project  giving  and  attendance  at  scheduled  meetings. 

5.  Promote  new  Mission  Board  Growth  Partners  memberships  in  local  church  and  enlist  several  new 
members. 

6.  Promote  several  new  subscriptions  to  The  Brethren  Evangelist  magazine. 

7.  Send  a  copy  of  these  goals  with  noted  accomplishments  or  a  written  report  of  goal  accomplishment  to  the 
National  Laymen's  Organization  Secretary  by  July  1,  1988. 

Your  1987-88  Projects 

1.  Ashland  Theological  Seminary  Brethren  Student  Scholarship  (Project  since  1973)   $1,000.00 

2.  Missionary  Board  Growth  Partners  (Two  calls  at  $20.00)    40.00 

3.  Brethren  Publishing  Company  Endowment  Fund  ($5,000  pledge  over  ten  years  with 

$3,297  balance)  500.00 

4.  Ashland  College  Brethren  Student  Aid  Fund  and  Riverside  Christian  Training  School    *Equal* 

*The  balance  of  the  funds  on  hand  as  of  December  31,  1988,  (after  all  expenses  paid  and  retaining  a  $100 
operating  balance)  shall  be  equally  distributed. 

5.  Create  a  task  force  to  meet  with  the  National  Ministerial  Association  representatives  to  implement  the 
concept  of  "Partnership  in  Ministry"  as  advocated  by  Dr.  Fred  Finks  in  his  address  to  the  Laymen. 

Your  1987-88  Laymen  Officers 

President:  Gene  A.  Geaslen,  RR  2,  Box  98G,  Flora,  IN  46929  219-967-4619  or  Ofc.  219-967-4422 
President-Elect:  DeWayne  Lusch,  1138  Swan  Street,  Huntington,  IN  46750    219-356-3384 
Past-President:  Steve  Williams,  Box  33,  Roanoke,  IN  46783  219-672-3252  or  Ofc.  219-423-1430 
Secretary:  Robert  Crowe,  203  South  Shumaker  Drive,  Bremen,  IN  46506    219-546-3043 
Assistant  Secretary:  Floyd  Benshoff,  148  Wilson  Street,  Johnstown,  PA  15906    814-536-0585 
Treasurer:  Virgil  Barnhart,  123  Paula  Drive,  Germantown,  OH  45327  513-855-2082 
Assistant  Treasurer:  Gene  Robbins,  6305  Hawkins  Road,  Sarasota,  FL  33583    813-924-1604 
Trustees:  1988 — Homer  Orndorff,  Southeast;  Ralph  Barnum,  Midwest 

1989 — James  Ford,  Indiana;  Norman  Grumbling,  Jr.,  Pennsylvania;  Richard  Hutcheson,  Central 
1990 — Homer  Ebersole,  Ohio;  Paul  Yoder,  Florida;  Brad  Harnden,  California 
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The  Hagerstown,  Md.,  First 
Brethren  Church  recently  purchased 
a  piece  of  property  adjacent  to  the  par- 
sonage. The  land  will  be  used  for  ex- 
pansion and  parking. 

Larry  and  Elizabeth  Surbey  and 
Richard  and  Rosida  Reed  were 
ordained  as  deacons  and  deaconesses 
October  25  in  the  Kokomo,  Ind.,  First 
Brethren  Church.  Kokomo  Pastor 
Kenneth  Madison  and  Rev.  Austin 
Gable  conducted  the  ordination  serv- 
ice for  the  two  couples. 

Dr.  J.D.  Hamel  has  announced  his 
intention  to  retire  as  pastor  of  the 
Sarasota,  Fla.,  First  Brethren  Church 
on  April  1,  1988.  On  that  date  he  will 
have  concluded  28  years  as  pastor  of 
the  Sarasota  congregation. 

The  Ardmore  First  Brethren 
Church  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  held  a 
community  day  on  August  15,  assisted 
by  the  local  Lions  Club.  Activities  for 

1988  Apportionments 

Following  are  the  General  Confer- 
ence-approved apportionments  for  the 
denominational  ministries  for  1988. 

Brethren  Church:    $7  per  Grth  In.  Pt.* 

(^Membership  plus  average  Sunday 
school  attendance  plus  average  worship 

attendance  divided  by  three.) 
Gen.  Conference  Fee:  $27  per  delegate 
Ashland  Theo.  Sem.    $8.50  per  member 

(Emphasis  month,  January) 
Benevolent  Board:         $3  per  member 

(Emphasis  month,  February) 
Missionary  Board:       $42  per  member 
(World  Missions  emphasis  in  March; 
Home  Missions  emphasis  in  November) 
World  Relief  Board       $4  per  member 

(Emphasis  month,  April) 
Bd.  of  Christian  Ed.       $7  per  member) 

(Brethren  Youth  emphasis  in  May; 
Christian  Ed.  emphasis  in  December) 
Ministerial  Stud.  Aid     $1  per  member 

(Emphasis  month,  June) 
Publishing  Co.  $4  per  member 

(Emphasis  month,  September) 

Ashland  College       $7.50  per  member 

(Emphasis  month,  October) 


the  special  day  included  games  for 
children,  horseshoes,  a  puppet  show, 
and  music  by  the  Cousin  Trio.  Food 
and  an  ice  cream  social  were  provided 
by  the  Lions  Club.  Community  day 
was  well-attended,  and  the  Ardmore 
congregation  hopes  to  make  it  an  an- 
nual event,  with  even  more  activities 
next  year,  when  the  church  ball  dia- 
mond will  have  been  completed. 

A  full-page  article  about  Brethren 
Hispanic  worker  Maria  Miranda  ap- 
pears in  the  Nov. -Dec.  1987  issue  of 
United  Evangelical  Action,  official 
magazine  of  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals.  The  article  focuses  on 
Mrs.  Miranda's  radio  proram,  "Para  ti 
Mujer"  ("For  You,  My  Dear  Lady"), 
heard  by  an  estimated  100  million 
people  in  22  countries  on  over  300  sta- 
tions. It  notes  that  the  program  is 
jointly  sponsored  by  The  Brethren 
Church  and  the  Fuller  Evangelistic 
Association.  (An  article  about  Mrs. 
Miranda  and  "Para  ti  Mujer"  also 
appeared  in  the  May  1987  issue  of  The 
Brethren  Evangelist.) 

Grady  B.  Wilson  (68),  an  associate 
evangelist  with  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association,  died  October 
30.  Wilson  and  Billy  Graham  became 
friends  during  high  school  days,  and 


Wilson  was  the  first  associate  evangel- 
ist Graham  picked  for  his  evangelistic 
team.  Wilson  was  one  of  Graham's 
closest  friends  and  associates  for  over 
50  years. 

The  Religious  Activities  Depart- 
ment of  the  National  Safety  Council  is 
making  plans  for  the  10th  annual  Na- 
tional Safety  Sabbath,  to  be  ob- 
served February  11-14,  1988.  Safety 
Sabbath  is  an  ecumenical  celebration 
that  attempts  to  help  worshipers  of  all 
faiths  focus  on  ways  to  prevent  acci- 
dents and  save  lives.  The  theme  for 
this  year's  observance  will  be  "Love 
Thy  Neighbor,  Help  Prevent  Acci- 
dents." Campaign  kits  containing  a 
program  guide,  safety  information,  a 
church  building  safety  checklist, 
guidelines  for  making  churches  acces- 
sible to  the  disabled,  posters,  and  bul- 
letin information  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  National  Safety  Coun- 
cil, Religious  Activities  Department, 
444  North  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL 
60611. 

A  decade  ago,  32  nations  were 
closed  to  traditional  missionary  work 
within  their  borders,  according  to  Dr. 
Tetsunao  Yamamori  of  Food  for  the 
Hungry.  Today  that  number  has  more 
than  doubled  to  77  nations.. 


Goldenaires 

William   Isaac   and   H.   Matilda   Stout, 

50th,  December  25.  Members  of  the  Peru 
First  Brethren  Church. 
John  and  Bea  Lavy,  55th,  November  9. 
Members  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  First  Breth- 
ren Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chalmer  Headrick,  50th, 
September  16.  Members  of  the  Vinco 
Brethren  Church. 

Weddings 

Jacqueline  A.  Morrical  to  Joseph  E. 
Hooley,  November  14,  at  the  New  Paris 
First  Brethren  Church;  Rev.  Robert  P. 
Bischof  officiating. 

Karen  Shifflett  to  Jan  Rion,  November  7, 
at  the  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church;  Ronald 
W.  Waters,  pastor,  officiating.  Bride  a 
member  of  Mt.  Olive  Brethren  Church. 
Lori  J.  Davis  to  Allen  R.  Cline,  October 
10,  at  the  New  Paris  First  Brethren 
Church;  Rev.  Robert  P.  Bischof  officiating. 
Patricia  Obetz  to  Melvin  Kolasar,  Sep- 
tember 19,  at  the  Fairless  Hills-Levittown 
Brethren  Church;  C.  William  Cole,  pastor, 
officiating.  Bride  a  member  of  the  Fairless 
Hills-Levittown  Brethren  Church. 

In  Memory 

Clarence  E.  Gossard,  66,  November  10. 
Member  of  the  Vinco  Brethren  Church. 
Services  conducted  by  Pastor  Carl  Phillips. 
Roy  Hart,  81,  October  24.  Member  of  The 


Brethren  Church  at  New  Lebanon.  Serv- 
ices conducted  by  Pastor  Robert  Dillard. 
Margaret  F.  McTurk,  91,  October  14. 
Oldest  member  of  the  Pittsburgh  First 
Brethren  Church.  Services  conducted  by 
Rev.  Charles  Brown. 

David  McBriar,  44,  September  22. 
Member  of  the  Pittsburgh  First  Brethren 
Church  where  he  held  positions  as  mod- 
erator and  trustee.  Services  conducted  by 
Rev.  Gary  A.  Mitrik. 

James  T.  McLaughlin,  31,  September  22. 
Member  of  the  Pittsburgh  First  Brethren 
Church  where  he  was  leader  of  their  youth 
work.  Services  conducted  by  Rev.  Keith 
Hensley. 

Isabel  Weimert,  83,  September  19. 
Member  of  the  Fairless  Hills-Levittown 
Brethren  Church.  Services  conducted  by 
Pastor  C.  William  Cole. 
Velma  Payne,  84,  August  31.  Member  of 
the  Pittsburgh  First  Brethren  Church. 
Services  conducted  by  Rev.  John  Gomola. 
Lena  Uplinger,  August  31.  Member  of  the 
Pleasant  View  Brethren  Church.  Services 
conducted  by  Pastor  Keith  Hensley. 

Membership  Growth 

Pleasant  View:  2  by  baptism 

Fairless  Hills-Levittown:  1  by  baptism 

Cheyenne:  1  by  baptism,  5  by  transfer 

Smoky  Row:  6  by  baptism,  11  by  transfer 

Louisville  Bible:  3  by  baptism,  3  by  transfer 
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Little  Crusader 

Jesus  said,  "Let  the  children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them;  for  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt.  £9:14)° 


A  PROMISE  KEPT 


In  the  beginning,  when  Adam  and  Eve  were  sent  from  the  Garden  of  Eden  (do 
you  remember  the  July/August  Little  Crusader?),  God  planned  a  way  for  people  to  be 
forgiven  of  their  sin.  He  would  send  a  perfect  person.  He  would  send  one  to  help  the 
people;  to  show  them  the  right  way  to  live;  to  tell  them  of  God's  love;  to  die  for  the  sins 
of  all  people  and  then  to  live  again.  That  perfect  person  was  God's  Son,  Jesus.  At 
exactly  the  right  time,  Jesus  came  to  earth  as  a  tiny  baby.  Read  the  story  of  His  birth 
in  the  Bible.  Read  Luke  2:1-20  and  Matthew  2:1-12. 

A.  Arrange  these  pictures  in  the  right  order.  Put  a  1  in  the  box  beside  the  picture  that 
shows  what  happened  first.  Put  a  2  in  the  box  beside  the  picture  that  shows  what  happened 
next.  Then  number  the  other  two  pictures  in  the  correct  order.  Now  show  the  pictures  to  a 
friend  and  tell  him  or  her  the  true  story  of  Christmas.  (You  may  color  the  pictures  if  you  like.) 
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B.  Look  at  the  mystery  sentence  below.  Beneath  each  letter  write  the  letter  that  comes 
before  it  in  the  alphabet.  The  mystery  sentence  is  something  you  should  remember  to  say  on 
Christmas  Day. 

Ibqqz      Cjsuiebz,       Kftvt! 


C.  A  verse  to  learn.  Start  here 
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We 

wish  you 

peace  and  joy 

at  Christmas, 

and  God's  richest  blessings 

for  the  New  Year. 


Thank  you  for  giving  us  the  opportunity  to 
serve  you  in  1987.  We  look  forward  to  serving  you 
again  in  the  New  Year  through  .  .  . 

The  Print  Shop 

The  Brethren  Evangelist 

Brethren  Books  and  Tracts 

The  Sunday  School  Department 

The  Brethren  Church  Bulletin  Service 

The  Brethren  Publishing  Company 

524  College  Avenue,  Ashland,  Ohio  44805 
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